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SHAWANO     LEADER
Humane 

society seeks 
municipal 

support
Group could stop taking in 
strays from communities 

that don’t participate
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The Shawano County Humane So-
ciety is changing its policy regarding 
animals brought into its shelter in Sha-
wano, and it will require municipalities 
to cough up some money to help � nd 
homes for unwanted animals.

A notice from the humane society 
was recently sent out to village and 
town boards, city councils and munici-
pal higher-ups from Pam Nowak, the 
society’s executive director, and Dusty 
Martzke, president for the board of 
directors. The matter came up for the 
Wittenberg Village Board meeting Aug. 
4, and it could be coming up on other 
agendas, as well.

The notice is asking for municipali-
ties to help the humane society in one 
of two ways.

The � rst option is for municipalities 
to pay $2.50 for each resident within 
their borders, based on the most recent 
o�  cial numbers from the U.S. Census. 
For the village of Wittenberg, that would 
equal $2,497.50 annually, while the city 
of Shawano, having 9,251 residents as 
of the census, would be contributing 
$23,127.50 per year.

The second option would seek $500 
for every stray dog or cat, or for every 
dog or cat with a litter apprehended 
within municipal boundaries, which 
would be more challenging for local 
governments to budget. Municipalities 
would be billed on a quarterly basis un-
der this option.

For any municipalities that don’t 
choose from the two, the third option 
will be that the humane society will no 

THE NEXT STEP
WHAT: Town hall meetings to address 
changes in Shawano County Humane Soci-
ety policies regarding stray animals
WHEN: 6 p.m. Sept. 3 and Sept. 10
WHERE: Shawano County Humane Society, 
1290 Jaycee Court, Shawano
FYI: The meetings will include an overview 
of the proposed agreements, the financial 
realities of providing stray animal services 
and an opportunity for municipal represen-
tatives to ask questions before making 
their decisions.

HUMANE, continued on page 23

INSIDE
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know about football season.
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Kernels of fun at Bonduel Lions event

ABOVE: The line was constant as thousands of people took part in 
the 68th annual Bonduel Lions Corn Roast on Aug. 7 at Village Park. 
There were over 7,000 cobs of corn for people to enjoy along with 
plenty of other food. Folkswere entertained by the band New Genera-
tion, along with some Little League baseball games.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
RIGHT: Jaelynn Griesbach, 2, of Bonduel, juggles an ear of corn and a 
doll as she gets ready to enjoy dinner Aug. 7 during the Bonduel Lions 
Corn Roast. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
BELOW: Dan Rosin, of Bonduel, turns over some ears of corn as he 
and many other volunteers give a hand during the Bonduel Lions Corn 
Roast. The roast went off without a hitch in spite of a threat of rain 
on the night of Aug. 7, which never materialized.
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Mohican Pow Wow marks 50 years

ABOVE: The Mohican Veterans stand at attention with as-
sorted flags and eagle staffs to start off the evening grand 
entry Aug. 8 at Many Trails Campground in the Town of Bar-
telme. This is the 50th year that the Mohican Pow Wow has 
taken place. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
RIGHT: Marly Mendez waves as she moves around the pow 
wow arena Aug. 8 for the Mohican Pow Wow at Many Trails 
Campground. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
BELOW: Dozens of dancers take part in the 50th annual 
Mohican Pow Wow on Aug. 8 at Many Trails Campground, 
including a number of jingle dress dancers. A jingle dress 
is a traditional Native American and First Nations women’s 
regalia and prayer dress, widely known as a healing dress 
adorned with rows of rolled metal cones that create a dis-
tinctive tinkling sound during dancing.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Housing 
authorities 

will not merge
Retirement 

on horizon for 
leaders of both 
organizations

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Members of the boards 
governing the Shawano 
city and county housing 
authorities have opted not 
to merge together — at least 
not now.

Todd Buettner is plan-
ning to retire in the next 
several months as the 
executive director of the 
Shawano City Housing Au-
thority, which led some at 
the Housing Authority of 
Shawano County to con-
sider a merger of the two 
organizations.

“We explored it, but we 
decided we are not going 
to merge at this time,” said 
Je� Theis, executive direc-
tor for the county housing 
authority. “It’s something 
we feel we should do down 
the road, but it’s a two-
plus-year process.”

For his part, Theis is 
67 and is also considering 
retirement within the next 
couple of years.

“Because it takes a few 
years to do this, we didn’t 
think it would be right to 
merge and then have both 
current leaders retired,” 
Theis said.

Buettner, who has been 
with the city housing au-
thority for 29 years, agreed.

“It’s just not the right 
time,” he said. “It wouldn’t 
be right to merge and risk 
having someone new step 
in and be overwhelmed. 
We can always look at it 
again down the road.”

Now, Buettner will work 
with his board members to 
�nd a replacement for him.

The �rst inquiry about a 
possible merger happened 
in March.

In April, Buettner and 
two commissioners from 

the city housing authority 
met with the county hous-
ing authority committee 
to review initial thoughts 
from both boards.

The function of both 
boards is similar — helping 
low-income residents se-
cure adequate housing.

The Shawano City 
Housing Authority has 
been around since 1967.

It o�ers two programs 
that are federally funded 
through the Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. These programs 
consist of public hous-
ing and Housing Choice 
Voucher Program.

The public housing pro-
gram consists of 146 units 
in the city, including 110 
one-bedroom units and 
two two-bedroom units at 
Parkside Apartments and 
Elizabeth Manor. It also 
has two one-bedroom du-
plex units, 22 two-bedroom 
duplex units and 10 three-
bedroom duplex units lo-
cated on Oak Street, Rich-
mond Court, Military Road 
and Acorn Street.

The city housing pro-
gram also o�ers 52 vouch-
ers for the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program that can 
be used anywhere in Sha-
wano County.

The Housing Author-
ity of Shawano County has 
been around since 1972.

It provides apartment 
and single-family home 
rentals for low-income 
individuals, families, dis-
abled and senior citizens 
in 11 municipalities Sha-
wano County. Income lim-
its apply.

Shawano City Housing 
Authority can be reached 
at 715-524-2132 or at Eliza-
beth Manor, 951 Elizabeth 
St., Shawano. Applications 
can be picked up in the foy-
er at Elizabeth Manor.

The Housing Authority 
of Shawano County is lo-
cated at 1259 Engel Drive, 
Shawano, and can be 
reached at 715-526-6960.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

SAM25 seeks new executive director
Shawano Area Mat-

thew 25 is searching for 
its next executive director 
following the departure 
of Kendra Brusewitz, who 
accepted a new position 
with Safe Haven.

The Shawano nonpro�t 
serves individuals experi-
encing homelessness and 
housing insecurity.

Anyone interested in 
the position should con-
tact SAM25 at 715-851-
7252 or 105 E. Richmond 
St., Shawano.

SAM25 provides emer-
gency shelter, supportive 
services and resources to 
individuals and families 
experiencing homeless-
ness in Shawano County.

AbbyBank welcomes Simons as COO
AbbyBank announced 

the addition of Matt Si-
mons as its new chief 
operating officer, bring-
ing more than 20 years 

of banking experience 
and a strong track record 
of operational and risk 
management leadership 
to the organization.

As COO, Simons will 
oversee the bank’s op-
erations while helping 
drive innovation, effi-
ciency and exceptional 
service across the orga-
nization. His leadership 
will support AbbyBank’s 
continued commitment 
to delivering outstand-
ing customer experience 
while preparing the bank 
for future growth.

“Matt’s extensive 
banking experience, lead-
ership and commitment 

to operational excellence 
make him an outstand-
ing addition to our orga-
nization,” said Craig Stu-
edemann, president and 
CEO of AbbyBank.

Simons earned his 
bachelor’s degree in 
business finance from 
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Eau Claire and his 
master’s degree in busi-
ness administration from 
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Oshkosh. He is also 
a graduate of the Wis-
consin Bankers Associa-
tion Commercial Lending 
School.

Outside of work, Si-
mons enjoys spending 

time with his wife and 
two daughters, especially 
at their Northwoods cab-
in, and cheering on the 
Green Bay Packers.

AbbyBank is an in-
dependent, community-
owned bank with as-
sets of $660 million, 
serving customers and 
shareholders with eight 
full-service locations in 
Abbotsford, Appleton, 
Gresham, Medford, Sha-
wano, Wausau, Weston 
and Withee, a commer-
cial loan production 
0ffice in Green Bay and 
online at https://www.ab-
bybank.com.
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Gibson hired as 
evidence tech

Mixes technological, forensics skills 
with law enforcement duties
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

For years, Bryan Gibson toed 
the line between his two pas-
sions of law enforcement and 
IT. Now, he uses those skills in-
terchangeably on a regular basis 
for the Shawano County Sheri�’s 
Department.

Gibson recently transferred 
from the county’s IT department 
to the sheri�’s department to 
serve as the new evidence spe-
cialist. He replaces Ann Holcomb, 
who retired.

“My family was always in-
volved in, if not directly employed 
as, IT professionals and so natu-
rally that was how I started out, 
but I quickly realized I had a de-
sire to serve my community, and 
felt law enforcement was more 
my calling because I got to help 
people in a real way,” said Gib-
son, who grew up in Cloquet, 
Minnesota, about 30 miles from 
Superior.

“As my career progressed, I 
toed a line between law enforce-
ment and IT — working as a se-
curity guard at a local hospital, 
where I regularly interacted with 
law enforcement o�cers and 
stoked that �re. Locally, that role 
was a stepping stone to becom-
ing a law enforcement o�cer. 
Many of my colleagues there 
went on to do just that. I went on 
to do IT work for that hospital, 
but something always felt like it 
was missing.”

During that time, he gained 
another degree, cyber leadership 
and intelligence, with a special-
ization in digital forensics, which 
is where he found the most enjoy-
ment out of anything he studied.

“I decided upon graduation 
that I would work toward a po-
sition in law enforcement that 
would allow me to use both my 
technological and forensics skills 
to continue to help people, and 
this role is, in my opinion, the 
perfect mixture,” Gibson said.

The duties of this role involve 
the taking in, management, se-
cure storage and maintained 
availability of any item that can 
be de�ned as evidence, as well as 
providing information and ser-
vices to the public such as weap-
ons destruction.

Physical evidence is de�ned 
by the sheri�’s department as 
“any item, substance or material 
found or recovered in connec-
tion with an investigation.” That 
means any item that speaks to 
the facts of a case, from the tini-
est hair to an SUV.

“These are all possible items 
of evidence that when pieced to-
gether, tell a story of what hap-
pened at a particular place, at a 
speci�c time,” Gibson said.

He said each piece of evidence 
is handled based on what it can 
provide to an investigation, as 
well as the discretion of the dep-
uty or detective working the case. 
All evidence is securely stored 
and kept separate from other 
evidence.

Gibson said he could go on 
for hours regarding the evidence 
chain, who collects the evidence 

and how they de-
termine what to 
collect.

“But the key 
takeaway is that 
it all depends on 
the case,” he said. 
“Typically the 
deputy or detec-
tive on scene will 

collect the evidence and bring 
it back to the evidence building 
where I would take possession. 
This would be for things like traf-
�c stops. But on occasion, I can 
also be requested to assist right 
then and there. Those would be 
for things like search warrants. 
The size or severity of the case 
is not the determining factor, 
but rather how much evidence 
is present, whether it follows the 
typical chain of custody �ow or 
could be called ‘special.’”

Once collected, all evidence is 
cataloged, both on chain of cus-
tody forms as well as in depart-
ment computers. From there, it 
is brought to its designated loca-
tion based on what it is, if it needs 
temperature control, etc.

“It is held until it is needed for 
court proceedings, processing at 
the crime lab and eventually its 
destruction,” Gibson said.

He believes every case de-
serves the same level of rever-
ence for its evidence.

“The court of law should be 
fair, and the part that I play is to 
make sure there is no question at 
the time of the proceedings that 
evidence is and has been handled 
correctly and securely,” he said. 
“We have di�erent secure stor-
age areas based on the type of 
evidence, but the entire evidence 
building is built on the idea of 
least privilege – only those with 
speci�c need to access certain ar-
eas can do so, and those who re-
quest access need to be escorted 
if they are not normally working 
in those areas.”

Everyone, including the de-
fense attorneys and the pros-
ecutors, have to put in written 
requests when it comes to re-
viewing evidence.

“Once an item is logged as 
evidence, regardless of who it is 
or what part they play, I am also 
present to supervise their exami-
nation of the evidence as a wit-
ness as well,” Gibson said.

How long evidence is kept de-
pends on the case and the type 
of evidence. Also, most cases can 
be appealed, which means that 
evidence can be stored longer de-
pending on the status of the case.

“Part of my duties is to con-
sistently be monitoring cases to 
keep accurate tabs on where the 
case is in the process of being 
worked through, and then purg-
ing it as required,” Gibson said. 
“The purging process again is 
dependent on the item, but most 
of the time, it is either sent o� or 
hand-delivered to a location that 
specializes in the destruction of 
that item.”

In some cases, evidence is re-
turned to the owner, while other 
items are recycled.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

BRYAN GIBSON

A long line forms for children and adults alike to check out Eagle III, an air and ground medical transport for 
northeast Wisconsin, during National Night Out on Aug. 4 at Veterans Memorial Park in Pulaski. The helicopter 
landed shortly after 5 p.m. and was a big attraction at the event. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Bringing community, �rst responders together

Menominee County seeks 
to develop vacant land

Planning underway with potential designs slated for October
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Menominee County has a 
piece of land about 1 1/2 acres in 
size that it wants to utilize, and 
it’s turning to residents to deter-
mine what will be the best use 
for the property.

The county and the Menomi-
nee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 
have teamed up with the East 
Central Wisconsin Regional 
Planning Commission to look 
at what opportunities are avail-
able for economic development, 
housing, services and commu-
nity investment. The planning 
is being facilitated by a $60,000 
grant provided by the National 
Association of Development 
Organizations for the Strategic 
Planning and Action for Revi-
talizing Communities (SPARC) 
program.

The property the county owns 
is in Keshena, just of the Menom-
inee Casino Resort. However, 
the project is also looking at pro-
viding development in Neopit at 
a site to be determined.

Meetings were held to get 
public input, and a survey was 
also sent to residents in the 
county and on the reservation to 
determine the needs. Responses 
have been limited, according to 
Jeremy Johnson, Menominee 
County land conservation/for-
estry/zoning director, but there 
are indications from those who 
did respond that a�ordable 
housing or retail shops might be 
high on the list to be placed on 
the property.

“There’s a need for more re-
tail to keep local dollars here,” 
Johnson said. “They can’t get 
things here locally.”

The county is looking at pre-
vious economic research that 
shows the reservation and coun-
ty have more than $312 million 
in unmet local demand, with 
most residents traveling to big-
ger communities like Shawano 

and Antigo to get most of their 
basic needs. Johnson said it’s 
important to reduce that to have 
amenities available in Menomi-
nee communities.

“The county will have the 
ability to sell it to a developer 
with a vision of what should be 
done with it,” Johnson said. “The 
grant will fund the process, from 
start to �nish, for actually having 
a development plan for the site.”

He added that any plans for 
Neopit will be developed to ap-
ply to a tribal-owned site, as the 
county does not have any land 
available for development in 
that community. More than 95% 
of the land within the boundar-
ies of the county is owned by the 
tribe.

Johnson said that among 
some of the things discussed for 
any project are environmental 
stewardship and eco-tourism.

“Some of the grounds areas 
could be used for pollinator gar-
dens and rain gardens for the 
runo� from the buildings,” John-
son said. “We’re trying to include 
some of that eco-friendly design 

concept in this development, to 
use native and natural stu� for 
the grounds. As far as cultural 
signi�cance, we’re trying to 
make sure that the Menominee 
culture is taken into account and 
even put into the natural build-
ing design.”

Johnson said that the land has 
enough space for several build-
ings, whether it’s for retail or 
housing, noting that a�ordable 
housing is an issue everywhere.

East Central will be putting 
together renderings, plans and 
implementation strategies that 
will go before the Menominee 
County Plan Commission near 
the end of October and then 
possibly move on to the county 
board from there.

“East Central has been a 
very integral part of this,” said 
Johnson, who also serves as an 
alternate on East Central’s com-
mission. “They’ve done four or 
�ve of these around East Central 
Wisconsin. This is just the �rst 
time they’ve done it here.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Ideas were bandied about Aug. 4 during a planning meeting held at 
the Menominee County Courthouse in Keshena where county officials, 
residents and representatives from the East Central Wisconsin Regional 
Planning Commission discussed what to do to develop a 1 1/2-acre 
parcel of land north of the Menominee Casino Resort.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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LAWRENCE JAMES ROMUALD
Lawrence James Ro-

muald, 78, passed away 
Aug. 5, 2026, leaving behind 
a legacy of service, leader-
ship, faith, friendship and 
devotion to family.

Born to Arnold and Ma-
rie (Tombal) Romuald on 
Aug. 8, 1947, in Champion, 
he lived a life marked by 
hard work, generosity and 
a deep commitment to the 
people and communities 
he served.

A 1965 graduate of Lux-
emburg High School, he 
excelled in athletics, letter-
ing four years in baseball 
and two years in football. 
His love of sports remained 
with him throughout his 
life. He played both fast-
pitch and slow-pitch so�-
ball for more than 40 years, 
was an avid golf player and 
a lifelong fan of the Green 
Bay Packers and Milwau-
kee Brewers.

Following high school, 
he proudly served his 
country in the United 
States Army as part of the 
Army Security Agency and 
military intelligence, from 
1966-70, including service 
in Vietnam from 1967-68. 
He remained deeply com-
mitted to fellow veterans 
throughout his life, main-
taining active membership 
in the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Vietnam Veterans of 

America and the American 
Legion. He was privileged 
to participate in an Honor 
Flight in 2018, a memora-
ble experience he greatly 
cherished.

He earned an associate’s 
degrees in data process-
ing and accounting from 
Northeast Wisconsin Tech-
nical College in June 1973. 
He later received his bach-
elor’s degree in managerial 
accounting from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay in 1982 and became a 
certi�ed public accountant 
in 1983.

He enjoyed a distin-
guished 42-year career 
serving the agricultural 
cooperative community, a 
career he considered re-
warding because of the 
farmers he considered the 
greatest people to work for. 

He began with Consolidat-
ed Badger/Morning Glory 
Farms in June 1973, even-
tually serving as controller 
from 1983-85.

In 1985, he joined 21st 
Century Genetics/Coopera-
tive Resources Internation-
al, where he served as trea-
surer and vice president of 
�nance until his retirement 
in 2015. During his tenure, 
he traveled extensively 
throughout the world, 
helping establish foreign 
distributorships and sup-
porting CRI’s international 
growth.

A respected leader in his 
profession, he devoted sig-
ni�cant time to profession-
al organizations. He served 
as president of the local 
chapter of the Institute of 
Management Accountants 
(formerly the National As-
sociation of Accountants) 
in 1992, following years of 
involvement from 1983-92.

He was an active mem-
ber of the National Society 
of Accountants for Cooper-
atives, Great Lakes Chapter, 
from 1996 through 2026, 
served on the national 
NSAC board from 1996 to 
2013, and was elected na-
tional president in 2012. In 
recognition of his contribu-
tions, he received the NSAC 
National Silver Bowl Award 
in 2015 and was inducted 

into the NSAC Great Lakes 
Chapter Hall of Fame in 
2023.

His expertise also ben-
e�ted the Farm Credit 
and AgStar organizations. 
He served on the board 
of directors from 2006-15 
as a recognized �nancial 
expert. From 2009-15, he 
also served on the Farm 
Credit Plan Sponsorship 
Committee, overseeing hu-
man resources and payroll 
functions for a�liated as-
sociations and serving as 
committee [resident from 
2014-15.

Faith and community 
involvement were central 
to his life. At Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Shawa-
no, he served on the school 
board in 1993, the pastoral 
council from 1997 to 2007, 
and the �nance council 
from 2023-26. He was a 
dedicated member of the 
Knights of Columbus from 
1988 to 2026.

His commitment to ser-
vice extended throughout 
the Shawano community, 
where he was active in Ro-
tary Club of Shawano, serv-
ing as president in 2008, 
and also participated in the 
Shawano Jaycees, Optimist 
Club, United Way board 
and Shawano Club.

Above all, he treasured 
his family. He shared 53 

wonderful years of mar-
riage with his beloved wife, 
Patricia (Schott) Romuald, 
creating a lifetime of mem-
ories together. Following 
his retirement in 2015, the 
couple embraced life as 
snowbirds, spending the 
past 10 winters in Sun City 
West, Arizona. There he en-
joyed golf, friendships and 
the warm community that 
became a second home.

He had a passion for 
photography, military histo-
ry, golf, so�ball, travel and 
spending time with friends 
and family. He enjoyed two 
unforgettable river cruises 
and an ocean cruise, and 
developed what he jokingly 
referred to as an “acquired 
taste” for bourbon.

He will be remembered 
for his integrity, leadership, 
patriotism, faith, sense of 
humor and genuine ap-
preciation for people. His 
impact will be felt by fam-
ily, friends, colleagues, fel-
low parishioners, veterans 
and the countless individu-
als whose lives he touched 
throughout his remarkable 
journey.

He will be deeply missed 
and lovingly remembered.

Lawrence is survived by 
his wife, Patricia (Schott) 
Romuald; children, Roxi 
(Aaron) Stelter, Suzie (Paul) 
Blasczyk and Brendan 

(�ancé, Melissa Housh); 
grandchildren, Kelsey 
Stelter, Lily Stelter, Alexa 
(�ancé, Danny Darling) 
Blasczyk, Caden Blasczyk 
and Magnolia Romuald; 
sisters, Rose (David) Paul, 
Judy (Rick) DeJardin, Linda 
(Chris) DeBeck and Diane 
Nuckles. He is further sur-
vived by numerous aunts, 
cousins, nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and count-
less friends.

Lawrence is preceded 
in death by his parents, Ar-
nold and Marie (Tombal) 
Romuald; uncle, Richard 
Tombal; brother, James Ro-
muald; and grandson, Rory 
Romuald.

A funeral mass will be 
held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 11, 2026, at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 
Shawano with the Rev. Ed-
ward Looney o�ciating. 
Visitation will be held at the 
church on Tuesday from 
9:30 a.m. until the time of 
service.

Military honors will be 
conducted by the Shawa-
no VFW Post 2723 at the 
church. Entombment will 
be held at Nicolet Memorial 
Park in Green Bay.

Swedberg Funeral 
Home is assisting the fam-
ily with arrangements.

www.swedbergfuneral-
home.com

DR. JONATHAN J. KLEMENT
Dr. Jonathan J. Klement, 

87, of Sagamore Hills, Ohio 
passed away July 27, 2026.

He was the beloved 
husband of Marilyn (nee 
Kuehl); the loving father of 
Scott (Diana) and Steven 
(Connie); cherished grand-
father of Shawn (Nichole), 
Steven (Aimee) and Cris-
tina; great-grandfather of 
Shiloh and Charlotte; son of 
the late Joseph and Emma 
(nee Griepp); dear brother 
of the late Hyacinth Badala-
mente (David) and David 
Klement.

Private burial at North-
�eld-Macedonia Cemetery. 
A celebration of Jon’s life 
will take place at the Green-
wood Village Clubhouse at 
1 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 6. It is 
located at 830 Village Club 
Road, Sagamore Hills, OH 
44067.

Jon was born in Sha-
wano on March 26, 1939, 
and attended Bonduel High 
School. At age 16, he won 

a Ford Foundation schol-
arship and went on to the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison to study chemical 
engineering. While at the 
university, he completed 
two years of Air Force 
ROTC. He graduated in four 
years and obtained a posi-
tion with Standard Oil of 
Ohio (Sohio) at the War-
rensville Research Center 
in 1960.

On June 18, 1960, Jon 

and Marilyn began 66 years 
of marriage.

At the research center, 
Jon helped pilot the oxida-
tion of propylene to acrole-
in and later developed latex 
paints and polyacrylonitrile 
packaging �lm. On leave of 
absence from 1966-69, he 
earned a master’s degree in 
chemical engineering and a 
doctorate in macromolecu-
lar science from Case In-
stitute of Technology (now 
CWRU).

He went into manage-
ment and held positions 
including manager at Ken-
necott Copper Mine, presi-
dent of Colonial Pipeline, 
general manager of Marine 
Transportation, director of 
development engineering 
and information sciences 
laboratory. At the end of his 
career, he was director of 
the Sohio BP Research and 
Development Laboratory in 
Warrensville Heights.

Flying was his passion; 

he obtained his pilot’s li-
cense in 1962 and bought 
a Cessna 182 in 1982. He 
used his plane to visit his 
extended family in Wiscon-
sin, Tennessee, Maryland 
and Georgia, as well as go 
on adventures ªying up 
canyons in the Rockies.

Jon retired at the age of 
53 and became an entre-
preneur by making his ªy-
ing hobby into a business. 
He formed Skywatch Inc. 
in 1992 and contracted to 
ªy over pipelines looking 
for leaks and unauthorized 
digging. He was a member 
of the Experimental Aircra� 
Association (EAA) and Air-
cra� Owners and Pilots As-
sociation (AOPA).

Always an adventurer, 
he traveled to all 50 states 
and 19 di«erent countries. 
He loved planning unique 
family vacations: ra�ing 
down the Colorado river, 
�shing in Canada, ra�ing 
down the Selway River in 

Idaho on the out�tters trial 
run, encounters with bears 
and wolfs while driving to 
Alaska, taking a seaplane 
to a cabin on a lake on an 
island that had more griz-
zly bears than people, and 
snorkeling in Hawaii and 
Mexico.

Marilyn and Jon were 
invited to Korea where 
Marilyn was privileged to 
christen an oil tanker at 
the Hyundai Corporation 
shipyard.

He was an avid garden-
er, bicyclist and �sherman. 
In 2002, he helped cre-
ate the Greenwood Village 
community garden. He led 
his family on bike camping 
trips across Wisconsin and 
Ohio Amish country and 
pedaled with his nephew 
David around the Leela-
nau Peninsula in Michigan 
and biked across the south 
of France with his friend 
Dave.

Jon loved taking his small 

boat on Lake Erie with his 
buddies and coming home 
with perch and walleye for 
dinner or spending winters 
�shing o« his boat in Cape 
Coral Florida.

He served over 30 years 
on the board of Greenwood 
Village and led the creation 
of the current architectural 
rules for Greenwood as 
chair of the architectural 
committee.

He was a videographer 
before there was video, pre-
senting his Super8 �lms as 
part of the Sohio Speakers’ 
Bureau.

He shared his parents’ 
love for God and brought 
up his family to share his 
deep faith.

He loved singing in the 
choir and served on the 
board of elders. He was 
also known for his sense of 
humor and loved practical 
jokes. He provided a warm 
home for his family �lled 
with love and laughter.

OBITUARIES

Aspirus urges helmet use, safe riding for e-bikes
Aspirus trauma leaders are 

seeing a noticeable rise in seri-
ous e-bike-related injuries as 
warmer weather brings more 
riders outdoors.

Unlike traditional pedal bicy-
cles, e-bikes are heavier, travel at 
higher speeds and require lon-
ger stopping distances, factors 
that contribute to more severe 
trauma when crashes occur.

According to the National In-
stitutes of Health, national data 
shows that a properly �tted hel-
met can reduce the risk of se-
vere head injury by as much as 
85%.

Aspirus trauma coordinator 

Jamie Armbruster says the most 
common injuries include frac-
tures, facial and dental trauma, 
internal organ damage and 
traumatic brain injuries, many 
of which are linked to riders not 
wearing helmets or using hel-
mets that are not designed for 
e-bike speeds. She notes that re-
cent studies identify two groups 
at highest risk: children and 
teens, especially males younger 
than 16 and adults 45-64.

“E-bikes are not the same as 
pedal bikes,” Armbruster said. 
“They’re heavier, they go fast-
er, and they’re less maneuver-
able. The injuries we see can be 

life-altering or fatal, especially 
when riders skip helmets or 
use ones that aren’t certi�ed for 
higher speeds.”

Local law enforcement is also 
seeing increased use of e-bikes 
and e-motos, electric dirt-bike-
style devices that lack pedals 
and are not legal for use on 
public roads, sidewalks or mul-
tiuse trails. Wausau Police De-
partment Patrol Capt. Melinda 
Pauls says many riders do not 
realize that e-motos cannot be 
registered, lack required safety 
features and may be subject to 
citations or impoundment if op-
erated in public areas.

Multiuse trails present addi-
tional safety concerns. Pedes-
trians, including children near 
parks, may enter paths unex-
pectedly. Riders are encouraged 
to slow down, announce when 
passing and use bells or verbal 
cues to prevent collisions.

“Safe e-bike riding is just 
safe bicycle riding,” Pauls said. 
“Wear a helmet, follow the rules 
of the road, and know what 
you’re buying before you ride it. 
Some devices simply aren’t le-
gal or safe for public use.”

Trauma experts also rec-
ommend safety training, un-
derstanding local ordinances, 

avoiding riding under the inªu-
ence and following manufac-
turer guidance when charging 
lithium-ion batteries.

“Many people still view e-
bikes the same way they view 
traditional bicycles,” Armbruster 
said. “But the speed, weight, 
and injury patterns tell a dif-
ferent story. Taking a few basic 
precautions can make the di«er-
ence between a minor crash and 
a life-changing injury.”

Trauma specialists say hel-
met use remains the single 
most e«ective step riders can 
take to reduce the risk of seri-
ous injury.
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Reshaping 
speedway could 

cost $250,000
Project most 

likely won’t be 
done until 2027

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Most of the plans to re-
duce the size of the Sha-
wano Speedway have been 
drawn up, but the question 
of who will pay for it still 
lingers.

For more than a year, 
track organizers have 
pushed to shrink the race-
way from the half-mile to 
a three-eighths mile oval. 
It’s believed a shorter track 
will attract more drivers, 
which will lead to more 
fans and more money for 
all involved.

“I think before we de-
cide on any shape or any-
thing like that, we have to 
discuss funding, because 
any decision from this 
meeting forward is go-
ing to cost money,” Nick 
Hesse, facilities manage-
ment director for Shawano 
County, told members of 
the public property com-
mittee Aug. 6. “We need to 
�gure out who’s paying for 
what.”

Grant Bystol, county 
highway commissioner, 
said if the county takes the 
lead on this, a plan with 
point data, cross-sections 
and draining plans needs 
to be �nalized.

Based on contours pro-
vided in the current pro-
posal, Bystol o�ered sever-
al estimates for bringing in 
Turns 3 and 4 to make the 
track shorter.

“There’s 25,000-30,000 
cubic yards of earthwork. 
There are between six and 
eight power poles in con-
�ict, plus or minus four 
electrical pads and outlets 
in the pits, and the stop-
and-go lights need to be 
relocated,” he said. “There 
is 1,300 feet of old retaining 

wall to remove, reinstall 
822 feet of retaining wall. 
There’s about 885 feet of 
new fence to wrap the exte-
rior. There’s approximately 
400 feet of storm sewer 
plus additional yard drains. 
There’s approximately 
1,600 cubic yards of topsoil 
that will be needed to re-
store the abandoned area 
to the north.”

The total, without �nal 
design, is about $250,000, 
Bystol said.

Some of the work could 
be done with in-kind dona-
tions, such as the moving 
of electrical poles, or costs 
can be saved by reusing the 
old fencing.

Still be decided would 
be the locations of the pit 
entrance and exit lanes.

The current proposal 
has a 307-foot straightaway, 
which is short of the 340 
feet needed for tractor pulls 
that are held on the track 
during the county fair.

Whether the project will 
require a retention pond 
will be determined by the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources a�er 
they review the plans.

On Aug. 10, the high-
way department started a 
2-mile reconstruction proj-
ect for another municipal-
ity that will keep them busy 
the rest of the season.

“I don’t know who 
wants who to do what, but 
we’re pretty much tied up 
with equipment through 
the end of October,” Bystol 
said.

Bystol said the construc-
tion time would most likely 
be in the fall of 2027 if the 
highway department is 
involved.

“Let’s get some numbers 
and see where we sit,” said 
Rick Giese, chairman of the 
public property committee.

The topic will be back 
on the committee’s Sept. 3 
agenda.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Police serve lunch

Officer Tyler Thornborrow flips burgers on the grill Aug. 4 at 
Eberlein Park for the Shawano Police Department’s Lunch 
in the Park program. Thornborrow also serves as one of the 
school resource officers for the city, so he’ll be focusing on 
Shawano’s schools once they reopen in September.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Music and fun �ll up Mielke Park

TOP: Musicians have a wonderful time Aug. 8 at the Pond 
View Glen stage for the Shawano Folk Music Festival. The 
stage was hosted by the Green Apple Folk Music Society.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
ABOVE: Patrons of music sit back and enjoy the music Aug. 
8 during the Shawano Folk Music Festival.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
RIGHT: John Guarrine’s silent clown Pinolio has some fun 
Aug. 8 with visitors to Mielke County Park during the 48th 
Shawano Folk Music Festival, where over a dozen folk music 
acts provided three days of music and fun for hundreds of 
people. GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Study links alcohol to risk of cancer
Public health leaders 

continue to raise aware-
ness about alcohol’s link 
to cancer, following a 
2025 U.S. Surgeon Gener-
al advisory that identi�ed 
alcohol as a leading pre-
ventable cause of cancer 
in the United States.

The advisory also calls 
for updated alcohol warn-
ing labels to better inform 
consumers about cancer 
risk. Yet despite extensive 
research, many Ameri-
cans remain unaware of 
alcohol’s link to cancer.

The advisory identi-
�es alcohol as the third 
leading preventable 
cause of cancer in the 
United States, contrib-
uting to about 100,000 
cancer cases and 20,000 

cancer-related deaths 
each year. Aspirus Health 
is working to increase 
awareness of these risks 
and encourage informed 
choices about alcohol 
consumption.

“Any time the Ameri-
can public is consuming 
a product that can cause 
cancer, I think it is impor-
tant for us to know,” said 
Dr. Andrew Huang, radia-
tion oncologist.

Alcohol is a known 
carcinogen, and research 
shows it increases the risk 
of several cancers, includ-
ing those of the mouth, 
throat, liver and breast. 
Its impact goes beyond 
cancer. Long-term alco-
hol use can lead to organ 
damage and contribute 

to chronic diseases of the 
liver and heart.

For years, some studies 
suggested that moderate 
drinking had health ben-
e�ts, but newer research 
has challenged that idea. 
According to Huang, earli-
er studies failed to account 
for people who avoided 
alcohol due to preexisting 
health conditions.

“Once those individu-
als were removed from 
the data, the reality be-
came clear — there is no 
protective e�ect of alco-
hol. Even small amounts 
increase the risk of death,” 
he said.

Avoiding alcohol com-
pletely is the safest choice, 
but moderation is key 
for those who choose to 

drink. Excessive or ha-
bitual alcohol use can 
harm physical and mental 
health.

“It is not just about the 
physical e�ects,” Huang 
said. “Alcohol can im-
pact relationships, men-
tal health and overall 
well-being.”

Aspirus Health encour-
ages individuals to have 
open conversations with 
their primary care pro-
vider about alcohol use. 
Honest discussions help 
assess personal risk fac-
tors, explore healthier 
alternatives and provide 
resources for those look-
ing to cut back. Regular 
checkups o�er an oppor-
tunity to take control of 
long-term health.
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18% hike in 
police calls not 

all crime related
Chief believes more o�cers on 
street would improve service

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Police calls are up 18% 
compared with this time last 
year, but that doesn’t trans-
late to more crime in the city 
of Shawano.

From Jan. 1 through Aug. 
5, the Shawano Police Depart-
ment responded to 5,517 calls, 
compared with 4,675 for the 
same time period last year. 
Besides the criminal investi-
gations, o�cers also respond 
to quality-of-life complaints, 
tra�c-related incidents, as-
sisting other �rst responders 
and other service calls, ac-
cording to Police Chief Mike 
Musol�.

“Shawano continues to be 
a safe community,” Musol� 
said. “Our o�cers remain 
committed to being visible, 
responding quickly, inves-
tigating crimes thoroughly 
and working with residents to 
solve problems. Public safety 
is a partnership, and we ap-
preciate the support we re-
ceive from our community.”

Several areas where the 
police department has seen 
an increase compared with 
last year include disturbanc-
es, harassment calls, the�s, 
noise complaints and prop-
erty damage tra�c crashes. 
Musol� noted that calls for 
vehicle break-ins for the sum-
mer have gone down, though.

Decreases in certain cat-
egories have been seen, too, 
speci�cally in drug-related in-
cidents, welfare checks, sus-
picious activity complaints, 
family disturbance calls 
and picking up people with 
outstanding warrants. De-
spite the decrease in welfare 
checks, they still comprise 
hundreds of calls each year, 
according to Musol�.

“Some community-service 
type calls remain among our 
highest-volume activities. 
We continue to respond to 
hundreds of welfare checks, 
medical assists, agency as-
sists, disturbances and tra�c-
related incidents,” Musol� 
said. “Those calls consume a 
signi�cant amount of our o�-
cers’ time and re�ect the wide 
range of services today’s po-
lice departments provide.”

Calls about juvenile mis-
chief in city parks continue to 
be a problem in Shawano, ac-
cording to Musol�, although 
the numbers remain rela-
tive �at from last year to this 
year. While he reported in 
June that there were no ma-
jor problems near Memorial 
Park when Sun Drop Dayz 
was happening, there were 
several instances where juve-
niles were getting into �ghts 
at other parks in the city.

Musol� said that many of 
the juvenile incidents in Sha-
wano could be curtailed if 
parents paid more attention 
to their children.

“They’re either allowing 
them to go out and cause 
mischief in the city, which is 
alarming to me, or they don’t 
know they’re sneaking out,” 
Musol� said. “What we need 
is to parents to step up and 
make sure they’re monitor-
ing their children and what 
their kids are doing at night, 
just like you would during the 
day.”

Mental health issues con-
tinue to be an issue in police 
calls, although those seem 
to be trending downward 
in 2026; the police have re-
sponded to 24 calls so far. In 
2025, 35 calls were related to 
mental health.

“We’re acting many times 
as a counselor, even though 
we’re not a counselor,” Muso-
l� said. “We wear many hats. 
That’s one area I’d like to see 
the state work on. We have 
all this money, and they don’t 
know what to do with it. Work 
on mental health.”

Dealing with o�-road ve-
hicles has been a rare issue, 
with city police handling four 
calls this year and three for 
the same time period in 2025. 
However, this tends to be an 
underreported statistic, ac-
cording to Musol�, as most 
complainers tend to post on 
social media in lieu of calling 
dispatchers to report.

“Despite what you see on 
Facebook, we don’t get a lot 
of complaints,” Musol� said. 
“People seem to think that 
reporting to social media is 
reporting to the police, and 
that’s not the case. We may 
catch things on there, and we 
may make phone calls to fol-
low up on things from social 
media, but that isn’t our pri-
mary concern. Our primary 
concern is following up on 
calls that come in to the dis-
patch center.”

Another notable statistic 
is the number of times o�-
cers have to assist at a scene 
where ambulances are re-
sponding to medical calls. So 
far in 2026, there have been 
368 calls for ambulance assis-
tance, more than one per day.

Musol� said there are cur-
rently at least two o�cers on 
duty at all times, but that still 
stretches the department thin 
at times. He believes two more 
o�cers for the department 
who could work a 12-hour 
shi� during the a�ernoon and 
evening hours, when the call 
volume is highest, could help 
increase response times.

“I think it’s time to start 
evaluating that more,” Mu-
sol� said. “The last increase 
was through a grant, which 
was for a detective position 
(six years ago). That was a 
position increase, but now we 
have a detective and a detec-
tive lieutenant, so that takes 
people o� the road.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Pinwheels were among some of the fun things for people to enjoy Aug. 7 during the first Memories in the Park held Aug. 
7 at Franklin Park. The event was sponsored by the Alzheimer’s Association, the Forget Me Not Fund and the Aging and 
Disability Resource Center of the Wolf River Region. GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Musician Skip Jones talks with someone from the Aging 
and Disability Resource Center during Memories in the Park 
on Aug. 7 at Franklin Park. Besides Jones’ beloved musical 
entertainment, there was also food, vendors and resources 
that help those caring for people with Alzheimer’s.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Katie Daul, human development and relationships edu-
cator with the University of Wisconsin-Extension chats 
with someone Aug. 7 in Franklin during Memories in 
the Park, an event that brought some attention to the 
issues involving Alzheimer’s Disease.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

An event to remember

Keynote speakers announced for summit
As the College of Menominee 

Nation prepares to host this year’s 
Seven Generations Inter-Tribal 
Leadership Summit, in collabora-
tion with the Lac Courte Oreilles 
Ojibwe University and the Univer-
sities of Wisconsin, CMN announc-
es the summit’s slate of keynote 
speakers.

The Seven Generations Inter-
Tribal Leadership Summit will take 
place from Sept. 30 through Oct. 2 
at CMN in Keshena.

“The Seven Generations Sum-
mit has grown since its inception at 
LCOOU, in partnership with CMN 
and the UW System, but it remains 
rooted in its core purpose: connect-
ing Indigenous knowledge, higher 
education and partners focused on 
supporting strong, vibrant tribal na-
tions and peoples,” said CMN Presi-
dent Christopher Caldwell.

Speaking on economic and 
workforce development will be 
Crystal Chapman-Chevalier, CEO, 
Wolf River Development Company.

Chapman-Chevalier is an en-
rolled member of the Menominee 
Indian Tribe of Wisconsin and was 
raised and currently lives on the 
Menominee Reservation. Chap-
man-Chevalier graduated from 
CMN with an associate of arts and 
science in liberal arts, with a minor 
in Native American studies empha-
sis with her coursework in Menom-
inee language, and an associate of 
arts and science in sustainable de-
velopment with her coursework in 
cultural geography.

She earned her bachelor of sci-
ence from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Green Bay with a major in envi-
ronmental policy and planning and 
a minor in project planning. She 
also earned her master of science 
from UW-Platteville with a major in 
organizational change leadership. 
Benjamin “Benny” Rieth will talk on 
the topic of education.

Rieth is the founder of Belongin-
gU: Rieth Strategy Solutions, where 
he partners with colleges, universi-
ties and organizations to build cul-
tures of belonging that transform 
student and employee experiences.

His work centers on helping in-
stitutions move beyond programs 
and toward sustainable, communi-
ty-centered change rooted in care, 
connection, accountability and In-
digenous ways of being. With more 
than a decade of experience in 
higher education,

Rieth has held roles across ad-
missions, student a�airs, enroll-
ment and campus life, most recently 
serving as vice president of student 
a�airs, enrollment and belonging at 
Bellin College. He also serves as an 
adjunct faculty member in general 
education studies, bringing his pas-
sion for belonging directly into the 
classroom.

Throughout his career, he has 
led initiatives that strengthen stu-
dent success, enhance employee 
engagement and reimagine how 
campuses support the full human-
ity of their communities.

The topic of the environment 

will be addressed by Gracie Wauke-
chon, a CMN class of 2026 graduate.

She is a member of the Bad River 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, 
a Menominee descendant and a 
member of the Eagle Clan. She cur-
rently resides in Bonduel with her 
family.

Waukechon has professional ex-
perience as a hospitality aide at Ev-
ergreen Nursing Home, political or-
ganizer with the Democratic Party 
of Wisconsin and as an intern at the 
Sustainable Development Institute. 
Additionally, she volunteers with 
the Cross Border Organizing Work-
ing Group to decommission Lines 
5 and 9, peacefully combatting the 
extractive fossil fuel industry that 
largely targets Indigenous commu-
nities and transboundary waters in 
the United States and Canada.

Addressing health and safety 
will be Gail Nahwahquaw, director 
of Tribal A�airs O�ce, Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services.

Nahwahquaw, who is a member 
of the Menominee Nation, works 
with her team to administer health 
services to tribes and educate em-
ployees within the Department of 
Health Services about di�erent 
tribal communities to ensure the 
services are culturally appropriate.

Registration for the Seven Gener-
ations Inter-Tribal Leadership Sum-
mit is open now at https://secure.
qgiv.com/for/collegeo�hemenomi-
neenation/event/2026sevengens/. 
Elders and students have free 
registration.



FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 2026  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 7

Strength training and weightlifting –
for sport and life and how to start!
      -Davan Raasch, Athletic Trainer
       for Shawano High School

August 15th and 29th
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FOOD COLUMNIST

Contact City Editor Lee Pulaski at lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com 
if you’d like to be NEW Media’s new food columnist!

The food column in NEW Media’s publications has been a favorite as 
families have learned to make tasty treats, healthy dinners and breakfasts, 
warm soups for cold days and more. Our previous columnist has moved on, 

but we want to keep up efforts to help folks try new and delicious stuff. 

That’s where we need your help.

We’re looking for someone who not only knows how to cook but also has 
knowledge — or is willing to research — information on food like how 

healthy it is and/or the historical background on it. Whether it’s a single 
item or several recipes for a special occasion, we seek someone who loves 
food, loves to make it, and loves to write about it and take awesome photos 
of it. The food column would run twice a month, along with some extras for 

key special sections.

We pay a minimum of $60 per column and $10 per photo in print and/or online.

Electrical Services LLC
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• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Service Upgrades
• Repairs
• Lighting & Fans
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30 Years of Experience
WI Licensed • Fully Insured

• Additional Outlets
  & More
• Basements
• Outbuildings
• Garages

920-826-6477
www.gselectricllc.com

Menominee Tribe recognized with Energy Sovereignty Champion Award
The Menominee Indian 

Tribe of Wisconsin has 
been selected to receive 
the inaugural Energy Sov-
ereignty Champion Award 
at the 2026 People of the 
Sun Gathering, recog-
nizing the tribe’s leader-
ship, perseverance and 
long-term commitment to 
building an energy future 
rooted in sovereignty, re-
silience and service to the 
community.

The award will be pre-
sented Sept. 17 at Stand-
ing Rock in North Dakota 
as part of the People of the 
Sun Gathering, a national 
convening of tribal lead-
ers, innovators, educators, 
artists and allies working 
to advance Indigenous-led 

solutions in energy, eco-
nomic development and 
community resilience.

For more than a de-
cade, the Menominee 
Tribe has steadily pursued 
a vision of energy sover-
eignty. Beginning with an 
early commitment to in-
vest Recovery Act funding 
in renewable energy, tribal 
leadership chose to plant 
the seeds of a long-term 
strategy rather than pur-
sue short-term projects. 
Today, that vision includes 
a commitment to achiev-
ing energy sovereignty 
by 2035 through renew-
able energy development, 
workforce preparation, 
resilience planning and in-
novative �nancing.

The journey has not 
been without challenges.

A�er helping lead a 
multi-state coalition that 
secured signi�cant federal 
funding to expand tribal 
solar programs, the tribe 
saw that opportunity come 
to an abrupt halt when the 
program was terminated 
before implementation. 
Rather than abandon its 
vision, the Menominee 
Tribe continued moving 
forward, securing philan-
thropic support, develop-
ing new partnerships and 
exploring �nancing strate-
gies that use the long-term 
value created by renew-
able energy projects to �-
nance future investments.

The award also recog-
nizes something less vis-
ible but equally important: 
the tribe’s commitment to 
serving future generations.

Energy planning at 
Menominee has been 
guided by a broader vision 
of stewardship — caring 
for elders, protecting the 
tribe’s natural resources, 
strengthening the local 
economy and creating 
opportunities for tribal 
members through educa-
tion and workforce de-
velopment. Rather than 

viewing renewable energy 
as a stand-alone project, 
the tribe has embraced it 
as part of a larger strategy 
for self-determination and 
community well-being.

“We knew renewable 
energy represented an 
important opportunity 
for our tribe, but we also 
knew we needed experi-
enced partners to help us 
make informed decisions,” 
said Ron Corn, former 
chairman of the Menomi-
nee Indian Tribe. “We 
brought together organiza-
tions and technical experts 
who respected our vision 
and helped us develop a 
long-term strategy that 
re�ected our values and 
priorities. That collabora-
tive approach has helped 
position us for continued 
success.”

That long-term vision 
is now reaching tribal 
members through the 
Menominee Utility Rebate 
Program, which helps 
households improve en-
ergy e�ciency, electrify 
their homes, reduce en-
ergy costs and prepare for 
a more resilient energy 
future.

“It’s an incredible 
honor to do this work for 

our tribe,” said Jaime Os-
hkeshequoam, who leads 
the Menominee Utility Re-
bate Program. “Opportu-
nities like this don’t come 
along very o�en — to help 
families lower their energy 
bills, make their homes 
more comfortable and 
build a stronger future 
for our community. This 
isn’t just a job for me — it’s 
work I truly love, because 
I get to see the di�erence 
it makes in people’s lives 
every day.”

For the Menominee 
Tribe, this recognition 
is both an honor and a 
responsibility.

“We are deeply hon-
ored to receive this rec-
ognition,” said Darryl 
Pyawasay, director of the 
Menominee Tribal Utility. 
“This award belongs to the 
many tribal leaders, sta� 
and community members 
who have stayed commit-
ted to this vision over the 
years. We hope our jour-
ney demonstrates that en-
ergy sovereignty is achiev-
able. If our experience 
helps another tribal nation 
take the �rst step toward 
building its own energy fu-
ture, then this recognition 
means even more to us.”

According to Cody Two 
Bears, founder and CEO 
of Indigenized Energy, the 
Menominee Tribe exem-
pli�es the type of leader-
ship the People of the Sun 
Awards were created to 
recognize.

“It has been an honor 
to work alongside the 
Menominee Tribe over the 
past several years and wit-
ness the leadership and 
determination they’ve 
demonstrated,” said Two 
Bears. “From the very be-
ginning, they made a com-
mitment to energy sover-
eignty and never lost sight 
of that vision. They perse-
vered through changing 
circumstances — including 
the loss of major federal 
funding — and continued 
�nding new ways to move 
forward.

The Energy Sovereignty 
Champion Award recog-
nizes tribal nations that 
are boldly advancing en-
ergy sovereignty through 
leadership, vision and ac-
tion. The award honors 
tribes laying the founda-
tion for long-term energy 
independence through 
planning, innovation, in-
frastructure, and commu-
nity leadership.

Community invited to health assessment meeting
The Shawano-Menom-

inee Counties Health De-
partment (SMCHD) invites 
residents, partners and 
community stakeholders 

to participate in the 2026 
Community Health As-
sessment meeting from 
9 a.m. to noon Aug. 17 at 
the College of Menominee 

Nation Cultural Learning 
Center.

The assessment is a 
foundational process that 
helps identify the most 

pressing health needs of 
Shawano and Menomi-
nee counties. This year’s 
meeting will bring to-
gether voices from across 
both counties to review 
local health data, discuss 
emerging issues and se-
lect priority areas that will 
guide future health im-
provement e�orts.

The CHA process relies 
on broad community par-
ticipation to ensure that 
the selected priorities re-
�ect the lived experiences, 
concerns, and aspirations 
of local residents.

The session is free and 
open to the public, though 
space is limited. A virtual 
attendance option is also 
available via Microso� 
Teams at bit.ly/3RtsCWe. 
Meeting ID: 290 046 
666 313 864. Passcode: 
N2g3PB6q

For questions or ad-
ditional information, call 
715-526-4808.
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Packers hold annual family night

ABOVE: It was fun for the whole 
family as over 57,000 fans came 
out for the annual family night 
held by the Green Bay Packers 
on Aug. 7 at Lambeau Field. This 
is the 25th year the Packers 
have invited families to a pre-
view before pre-season games 
start. GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
LEFT: Green Bay Packers run-
ning back MarShawn Lloyd 
crosses over on the field dur-
ing the annual family night held 
Aug. 7 at Lambeau Field. Lloyd 
and his teammates worked out 
on the field for over two hours, 
with one of the biggest high-
lights being quarterback Jordan 
Love chucking the ball over 50 
yards to wide receiver Matthew 
Golden for a touchdown.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

FEMA aid continues 
for April storms

Additional FEMA help 
may be available from the 
April storms and 	ooding 
in 19 designated coun-
ties in Wisconsin and the 
Oneida Nation.

If you received initial 
rental assistance from 
FEMA because your home 
was not safe to live in, 
and you are still working 
toward your permanent 
housing plan, continued 
temporary housing assis-
tance may be available.

To be considered, you 
must:

• Show you used the 
initial FEMA rental assis-
tance to pay for tempo-
rary housing.

• Be unable to return 
to your pre-disaster resi-
dence because it is still 
not safe to live in or is no 
longer available because 
of the disaster.

• Not have the �nancial 
ability to obtain housing 
without assistance.

• Show that you are 
working toward a perma-
nent housing plan.

If you were initially 
approved for rental as-
sistance, an application 
for continued tempo-
rary housing assistance 
will be mailed to you 15 

days a�er the grant is ap-
proved. If you do not re-
ceive one, call FEMA at 
800-621-3362.

Take the time now 
to ensure your furnace 
and water heater are op-
erating safely, and they 
weren’t damaged by the 
April storms and 	ood-
ing. FEMA grants may be 
available to help repair 
those items and replace 
them if they were de-
stroyed by 	oodwater.

If you received a FEMA 
grant for repair of your 
furnace or water heater 
and later discovered those 
items need replacing, you 
can use the FEMA appeal 
process for additional 
grant funds. Applicants 
have 60 days to appeal 
and must submit a letter 
with a veri�ed contrac-
tor’s estimate for replace-
ment of the furnace or 
water heater.

Send in your request 
for continued temporary 
housing or additional 
money to repair or replace 
your heating systems in 
one of the following ways:

• Online: This is the 
fastest option to submit 
documents. If you have 
a FEMA online account, 

upload your documents 
electronically. To set up 
the account �rst, visit Di-
sasterAssistance.gov, click 
on “Check Status” and fol-
low the directions.

• By mail: FEMA, P.O. 
Box 10055, Hyattsville, 
MD 20782-7055.

• By fax: 800-827-8112, 
Attention: FEMA.

• In-person: Visit any 
Disaster Recovery Center 
to submit your appeal. 
Find a center here: fema.
gov/DRC.

Even if you were visit-
ed by a FEMA assessment 
team in May or called 
2-1-1 to report your home 
damage, you must still ap-
ply to be considered for 
federal assistance. Start 
the application process by 
going online to Disaster-
Assistance.gov or calling 
the FEMA Helpline at 800-
621-3362. If you use video 
relay service, captioned 
telephone service or oth-
ers, give FEMA your num-
ber for that service.

Be sure to apply before 
the Aug. 31 deadline. For 
additional information 
about the disaster recov-
ery operation in Wiscon-
sin visit www.fema.gov/
disaster/4923.



PAGE 11
WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 2026SPORTS

BABA playo� s kick o�  Aug. 16
By GREG SEUBERT

Correspondent

The postseason is around the 
corner for 16 Badger Amateur Base-
ball Association teams in all four 
divisions.

First-round games are set for 1:30 
p.m. Aug. 16, and division semi� nal 
match-ups were not available at press 
time.

First-place teams in the East, West, 
North and South-Central divisions 
will host the fourth-place � nisher, 
while the third-place team will travel 
to face the second-place team.

The regular season wrapped up 
Aug. 9.

East Division
Gresham 14, Clintonville 12

The Gophers hosted Clintonville 
for their annual Fan Appreciation Day 
game and picked up a win over the A’s 
to wrap up � rst place in the division 
standings.

The Gophers will host Marion or 
Menominee Aug. 16.
Marion at Menominee

Results not reported.

West Division
Caroline 25, Tigerton 7

The Cougars gave up seven runs, 
but had 15 hits and took advantage of 
15 walks and six hit batters to pick up 
a home win over the Tigers.

Mason Breitenfeldt led Caroline 
with four hits and � ve runs scored, 
while Klay Finger added a home 
run and drove in a team-high six 
runs. Jared Cartwright added two 

hits and Kade Rosenow and Trayton 
Norder scored � ve and three runs, 
respectively.

Cartwright picked up the win on 
the mound in relief of Jack Yaeger and 
the two pitchers combined to strike 
out 12 batters.

The Cougars � nished the regu-
lar season with an 8-6 record, good 
enough for third place. They will 
head to Wittenberg Aug. 19 to face the 
Pilots.
Wittenberg at Leopolis

Results not reported. Wittenberg is 
the No. 2 seed for the playo� s and will 
host No. 3 Caroline.
Tilleda at Little Falls

Results not reported. Little Falls 
is the division’s No. 1 seed for the 
playo� s.
Wittenberg 6, Scandinavia 4

The Pilots hosted Scandinavia out 
of the South-Central Division Aug. 7 
and handed the Vikings a 6-4 loss.

North Division
Birnamwood 9, Crandon 0

The Kentucks forfeited to the Kings 
in a game scheduled to be played in 
Crandon.
Elderon 11, Hatley 4

Mike Lehman, Isaac Williams and 
Bryce Zoromski each had three hits 
for Elderon as the WhiskeyJacks out-
hit the Braves 15-10 in Hatley.

Casey Kerstner and Justin Meronk 
added two hits for Elderon, while 
Thomas Lemanczyk picked up the 
win on the mound.

Braxton Olsen and Hayden Dav-
idowski each had three hits to lead 
Hatley at the plate and Nick Cotter 

added two.
Ben Cunli� e took the loss for the 

Braves.
Aniwa at Eland

Results not reported.

South-Central Division
New London 
at Scandinavia

Scandinavia was scheduled to host 
the Irish, but the game was rained out 
and has been rescheduled for 7 p.m. 
Aug. 12.
Plover over Weymont

Weymont forfeited the game to 
Plover.

West Division
Caroline 12,  Clintonville 9

The Cougars trailed 9-4 in the sev-
enth inning Aug. 7, but came back to 
defeat the A’s with eight unanswered 
runs.

Mason Breitenfeldt hit a three-run 
home run for Caroline and drove in 
� ve of the Cougars’ runs. Klay Bar-
kow added three hits and scored 
three runs, while Mike Weatherwax 
and Jeremy Schoenke had two hits 
and Colton Barkow drove in two 
runs.

Jake Madson picked up the win in 
relief of Klay Barkow, allowing two 
hits in 2 2/3 innings. Kade Rosenow 
closed out the game with a scoreless 
ninth inning.

East Division
Tigerton at Marion

Results not reported.

seubert4@gmail.com

Broncos wrap 
up top seed

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

The Bonduel Broncos 
will head into the Dairyland 
League baseball playo� s 
as the top seed a¡ er wrap-
ping up the regular season 
Aug. 9 with a 16-9 win over 
Navarino on the Rangers’ 
home � eld.

Bonduel will now host a 
team to be determined in 
the � rst round of the league 
playo� s, which get under-
way with games at 1:30 
p.m. Aug. 16. First-round 
pairings were not available 
at press time.
Bonduel 16, Navarino 9

Noah Weier’s three 
home runs and seven RBIs 
helped the Broncos top the 
Rangers.

His three-run homer in 
the top of the � rst inning 
gave Bonduel an early 3-0 
lead.

Adam Frost added to 
Bonduel’s lead with an RBI 
single in the second inning. 
Barret Bohm added an RBI 
double, and Chase Reinke 
drove in two more runs 
with a single in the third 
inning.

Weier’s second homer, a 
two-run shot, came in the 
� ¡ h inning before Bonduel 
added three more runs in 
the eighth on three hits. 
Easton Reinke had an RBI 
double, and Weier added 
two more runs with his 
third homer.

Winning pitcher Riley 
Susa gave up 11 hits and 
� ve runs before Weier and 
Chase Reinke relieved him 
on the mound.

Weier, Eric Yogi Gru-
enewald, J.C. Reinke and 
Chase Reinke each had 
three of Bonduel’s 20 hits, 
while Frost, Bohm and 
Easton Reinke added two 
each.
Nichols 10, Cecil 5

Cecil ended an inning 
with a triple play, but Nich-
ols handed the Mudhens 
a loss on the Nitros’ home 
� eld.

Cecil’s Braden Uelmen 
opened the scoring with a 
solo home run in the top of 
the second inning.

Nichols tied the game 
in the bottom of the inning 
on Collin Leisgang’s RBI 
single.

Uelmen’s RBI single 
gave Cecil a 2-1 lead in the 
third inning, but the Nitros 
came up with three runs on 
a two-run single from Mar-
cus Jens and an error.

Cecil tied the game on a 
two-run single from Noah 
Beilfuss in the fourth in-
ning, but Nichols took the 
lead for good in the bottom 
of the � ¡ h.

Max Belling and Ethan 
Volz drove in a run with a 
double and single, respec-
tively, before Justin Krull 
drew a bases-loaded walk.

Nichols outhit Cecil 
13-11.

Nick Volz had four hits 
to lead Nichols, while Leis-
gang, Jens and Volz had two 
each.

Mason Meverden and 
Trace Brehmer led Cecil 
with three hits each, while 
Zuleger added two hits and 
Uelmen and Beilfuss drove 
in two runs apiece.

Cade Johnson picked 
up the win for Nichols, and 
Mason Zuleger took the 
loss in relief of Beilfuss.
Hortonville 7, Hofa Park 3

Hofa Park outhit Hor-
tonville 12-9 but ended up 
falling to the Stars in Hofa 
Park.

A £ y out by Maikol Gon-
zales put Hortonville on the 
board in the top of the � rst 
inning, and the Stars added 
to their lead in the second 
on Andrew Wedwick’s two-
run homer.

Hofa Park tied the game 
at 3-3 in the third inning, 
but Gonzales gave the Stars 
the lead for good in the 
fourth with an RBI single.

Robbie Schuettpelz led 
Hofa Park with four hits, 
while Trevor Cornell had 
three and Alex Omernik 
drove in two of the Pan-
thers’ three runs.

Gonzales, Wedwick and 
Logan Locy led Hortonville 
with two hits each, while 
Gonzales and Wedwick 
drove in two runs.

Chris Atwood picked up 
the win, and Ayden Tomlin-
son took the loss.
Hofa Park 10, Shawano 6

Hofa Park headed to 
Shawano on Aug. 7 in a 
makeup game and handed 
the Lobos a four-run loss.

The Panthers opened 
the scoring in the bottom 
of the � rst inning on Trevor 
Cornell’s RBI single.

Alex Omernik and 
Jake Olson drove in runs 
for Hofa Park in the sec-
ond inning before Robbie 
Schuettpelz gave the home 
team a 4-0 lead in the third 
with a sacri� ce £ y.

The Panthers added 
� ve more runs on three 
hits in the seventh inning. 
Omernik had an RBI single, 
and Olson hit a grand slam.

Shawano outhit Hofa 
Park 13-9.

Caden Czyzewski and 
Omernik each had two hits 
to lead the Panthers.

Carson Popp drove in 
three of Shawano’s runs 
and had two hits, along 
with Will Bieber, Kasey 
Kristof, Ashton Hen-
ning and Chase Henning. 
Shawano’s hits included 
Kristof’s solo home run to 
le¡  � eld in the bottom of 
the ninth inning.

Olson picked up the win 
despite giving up 13 hits 
and six runs over nine in-
nings. Ashton Henning 
took the loss for Shawano.

Clintonville racers on top
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

It was a big night for 
Clintonville racers Aug. 8 
at the Shawano Speedway 
as two of the divisions saw 
winners from Shawano’s 
southern neighbor.

Tanner Westphal took 
the checkered £ ag in the 
IMCA sport compact divi-
sion a¡ er starting eighth. 
Fellow Clintonville racer 
Brad Wedde, who started 
seventh, � nished in sec-
ond place while Landon 
Braatz, of Shawano, started 
and � nished in third place. 
Pole sitter Taylor Junk, of 
Shawano, � nished in ninth 
place.

Westphal and Braatz 
won the heat races.

Lucas Lamberies, also 
from Clintonville, came 
from 10th in the IMCA 
mods to win � rst. Following 
him were Kevin Feck from 
Wausau in second place 
and Jordan Bartz from Sha-
wano in third. Brad Moeller, 
of New London, was in the 
pole position but ended up 
in the rear of the pack, � n-
ishing 13th.

Lamberies also won one 
of the heat races, along with 
Marcus Yarie, of Wausau.

Jason McFadden, of Jim 
Falls, started second but 
didn’t let anyone pass him 
as he took the checkered 

£ ag in the USRA late mod-
els. Right behind McFad-
den was Lucas Peterson, of 
Stockholm, who � nished 
second a¡ er starting sixth, 
while Josh Wahlstrom, of 
Rice Lake, started eighth 
but � nished in third. Hoyt 
Cournoyer started in the 
pole position but � nished 
seventh out of 17 racers.

Peterson and Corbyn 
Wassenberg, of Shawano, 
won the heat races.

In the IMCA sports 
mods, Tim Jorgenson, of 
Seymour, won a¡ er start-
ing third. Cole Magnin, of 
Oconto Falls, started and 
� nished in second place, 
while Logan Fleischman, 

of Mattoon, started in the 
pole position and � nished 
third.

Jorgenson and Magnin 
won the heat races.

Brett Wenzel, of Manito-
woc, made up some ground 
a¡ er starting eighth in the 
IMCA stock cars division, 
which had 23 racers for 
the night. Trent Nolan also 
made some gains to take 
second place a¡ er starting 
ninth. Dan Michonski, who 
started second, � nished in 
third. Chad Guyette was in 
the pole position but � n-
ished in 14th place.

Wenzel, Nolan and Asa 
Doxtator, of Bowler, won 
the heat races.

Lucas Lamberies came from 10th 
in the IMCA mods to win fi rst.
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Fans of Oconto Falls 
High School’s football 
team probably noticed a 
big change in the Panthers’ 
schedule for the upcoming 
season.

Instead of past North-
woods Conference match-
ups with teams like Clinton-
ville, Coleman and Crivitz, 
the Panthers will now com-
pete in the Packerland 
Conference, which also 
includes Bonduel, Oconto, 
Peshtigo, Southern Door, 
Sturgeon Bay, Kewaunee 
and Marinette.

The conference change 
is for football only, as the 
Panthers will remain in the 
North Eastern Conference 
for all other sports.

Oconto Falls will open 
the season with noncon-
ference games against 
Waupaca and Seymour 
before hosting Oconto on 
Sept. 4 in the Packerland 
opener for both teams.

Here’s a rundown on the 
area’s �ve 11-player teams:

Oconto Falls Panthers
The Panthers capped 

their �nal season in the 
Northwoods Conference 
last year with a 7-0 mark 
and a league champion-
ship. Oconto Falls’ season 
came to an end in the �rst 
round of the WIAA playo�s 
with a 27-12 loss to Wright-
stown in Division 4.

Like all other teams, 
coach Mark Jonas has to 
replace seniors from last 
year’s 8-2 squad, including 
Alec Krejcarek, Ethan Hill, 
Elijah White, Isaiah Radart, 
Austin Anderson, Magnus 
Flynn and Cole Judkins.

Krejcarek led the Pan-
thers in receiving yards and 
tackles last season, while 
Hill was the team’s leading 
rusher.

Nathaniel White ac-
counted for 1,549 passing 

yards and 17 touchdowns 
through the air as the Pan-
thers’ quarterback last sea-
son, while other seniors 
expected to return include 
Croix Gardebrecht, Lo-
gan Berg, Connor Ingram, 
Landon Thompson, Daw-
son Duncan, Levi Mom-
maerts, Landon Delfosse, 
Onni Hytinen, AJ Hen-
dricks, Chris Mucha, Evan 
Dobbratz, Jagger Reed, Jack 
Ermis, Dominic Treichel, 
Aiden Cahak and JJ Pytleski.

Bonduel Bears
The Bears are coming o� 

of a deep run into the WIAA 
playo�s last season that 
saw them fall to eventual 
Division 6 state runner-up 
Edgar 8-7 in Level 3.

Bonduel had a 2-2 mark 
at one point a�er losses to 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood in 
Week 1 and Kewaunee in 
Week 4, but the Bears re-
grouped to close out their 
Packerland schedule with 
�ve straight wins and a pair 
of playo� victories.

The Bears �nished with 
a 9-3 overall record that in-
cluded a 6-1 mark in Pack-
erland games.

Coach James Westrich 
has to replace several 
players from last season, 
including his son, Ryan, 
now a freshman at Central 
Michigan, as well as leading 
rusher, receiver and tackler 
Beckett Hartlaben, Gavin 
Hundt, Cory Wussow, Ma-
son Ballwehn and Tucker 
Hischke.

However, several play-
ers who played key roles 
in the Bears’ success last 
season as juniors are ex-
pected to return, including 
quarterback Quinn Wesen-
berg, Malachi Gray, Gage 
Scholl, Aiden Hillsberg, 
Carter Moesch, Jack Zernic-
ki, Thomas Vanderzanden, 
Jayden Popp, Max Hunting-
ton, Kash Giese and Ajay 
Heller.

The Bears will open the 

season with nonconference 
games at home against Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood and 
at Coleman before opening 
Packerland play Sept. 4 at 
home against Kewaunee.

Pulaski Red Raiders
The Red Raiders are 

coming o� of a 7-4 record 
that included a 5-2 mark 
in the Fox River Classic 
Conference.

Pulaski opened the 
WIAA playo�s with a 23-20 
win over Milton in Division 
2 but ended its season the 
next week with a 42-21 loss 
to eventual Division 2 state 
champion West De Pere.

Although the Red Raid-
ers lost more than 20 se-
niors from the 2025 team, 
they do have one of the con-
ference’s leading rushers in 
senior Bohdan Schmidt. He 
led Pulaski with 1,471 rush-
ing yards, averaged 8 1/2 
yards a carry and scored 18 
touchdowns on the ground. 
He also completed 55 pass-
es for 515 yards and four 
touchdowns.

Other players expected 
to be back for coach Jerad 
Marsh include seniors An-
thony Ficarri, Braun Wotru-
ba, Garrett Lom, Trentyn 
Linz, Eli Brance�eld, Bruno 
Gajeski, Keegan Buchea, 
Bryce Bohm, Lucas Van-
hout, Keaton Dauk, Colton 
Brey, Seth Telford, Christian 
Reese, Mason Schwartz, 
Tanner Allen, Cole Nowak, 
Everett Just, Kanute Lexow, 
Raphael Fischer, Spencer 
Berna, Matthew Heck and 
Carter Tetzla�.

The Red Raiders will 
host Appleton East in their 
season opener Aug. 21 be-
fore opening conference 
play Sept. 4 in Howard 
against Bay Port.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
Chargers

An up-and-down sea-
son for the Chargers ended 

in the second round of the 
WIAA playo�s with a 35-14 
loss to Lake Country Lu-
theran in Division 5.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood �nished in the mid-
dle of the pack in the CWC-
Large standings tied for 
fourth place with Weyau-
wega-Fremont and Mara-
thon with a 3-4 record.

That sub-.500 record 
and 4-5 regular-sea-
son mark was still good 
enough to qualify for the 
postseason, and the Char-
gers handed Brook�eld 
Academy a 42-12 loss in the 
opening round.

Coach Jason Rieck 
and his sta� lost sever-
al seniors from last year, 
including Kaden Yaeger, 
Connor Meverden, Tre Me-
sich, Alberto Sanchez, Col-
by Wincentsen, Nick Flak, 
Bryson Schmid, Zandyr 
Barke, Oliver Fraaza, Eddie 
Nowinsky, Carson Mev-
erden, Chewy Horacek, 
Henry Egging, Mason Wi-
erzba, George Seegmiller 
and Cordell Carlson.

Yeager rushed for 1,093 
of the Chargers’ 2,431 
rushing yards in his senior 
season while averaging 
13 yards a carry. He also 
scored 16 rushing touch-
downs, caught four passes 
for touchdowns and re-
turned a kicko� 95 yards 
for another score.

On the other hand, play-
ers expected to be on this 
season’s roster include 
seniors Bo Davis, Tommy 
Gagnon, Braxton Olson, 
Logan Gibson, Dane Win-
centsen, Donald Schwal-
bach, Andrew Wierzba, 
Max Kasprak, Kevin Oca-
mpo, Jovani Torres, Slade 
Wierzba, Mason Fischer 
and Nick Westover.

The Chargers will 
open their season Aug. 21 
at Bonduel and head to 
Weyauwega Sept. 4 for the 
CWC-Large opener against 
Weyauwega-Fremont.

Shawano Hawks
Shawano football fans 

haven’t had much to cheer 
about lately, as the Hawks 
haven’t made it to the 
WIAA playo�s since 2022 
and are coming o� of a 2-8 
season.

On the other hand, the 
Hawks enter the 2026 sea-
son on a positive note a�er 
a 39-12 win over Wautoma 
in an extra game sched-
uled a�er the nine-game 
regular season.

Coach Alan Tomow has 
several seniors to replace 
from last year’s team that 
tied with New London and 
Xavier for ��h place in the 
Bay Conference with a 1-6 
record.

Those players include 
Aiden Rasmussen, Rob-
bie Caldwell, Eddie Ru-
bio, Ayden Bystol, Joe 

Kleinschmidt, Duane 
Gristeau-Blanche, Brody 
Madison, Joey Doperalski, 
Charlie Gajewski, Qwyntin 
Oliver, Chase Katchenago, 
Justin Allison and McKin-
leigh Ross-Pecore.

Seniors expected on 
this year’s roster include 
Austin Heling, Elijah Sen�, 
Braxon Beyersdorf, Tristan 
Lawe, Brayden Lidbury, 
Mayson DeMoss, Xavier 
Tourtillot, Micah Welander, 
Noah Vasquez, Zack Van 
Westerberg and Branlee 
Moede.

The Hawks will open 
the season with noncon-
ference games against 
Wausau East and Lakeland 
before opening their Bay 
Conference schedule Sept. 
4 at home against defend-
ing Division 4 state cham-
pion Winneconne.
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The scoreboard changes every week. Our 
commitment to our communities never does.
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Elijah White picks up a first down for Oconto Falls in the 
first quarter of the Panthers’ Northwoods Conference Oct. 3, 
2025, game with Shiocton. Oconto Falls won 28-27.

FILE | NEW MEDIA

Oconto Falls Panthers move 
to Packerland for football

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent



Eight-player football 
gives high schools with 
low participation num-
bers and inexperienced 
players an opportunity 
to compete against simi-
lar programs in the same 
boat.

Area schools that of-
fer 8-player football are 
Bowler/Gresham, Marion/
Tigerton, Lena/St. Thom-
as Aquinas, Gillett and 
Suring.

Here’s a rundown on 
those �ve teams:

Lena/St. Thomas 
Aquinas Titans

Co-coaches Eddie Hu-
berty and Dale Lange have 
helped build the Titans 
– consisting of students 
from Lena High School 
and St. Thomas Aquinas 
Academy in Marinette – 
into one of the state’s top 
8-player programs.

The Titans’ accom-
plishments in 2025 in-
cluded an Across the Bay 
Conference champion-
ship, an undefeated reg-
ular season that includ-
ed �ve shutouts in eight 
games and a No. 1 seed 
for the playo�s. Their 
season ended in the state 
semi�nal round with a 64-
29 loss to McDonell Cath-
olic from Chippewa Falls.

Lena/STAA has sever-
al graduated players to 
replace from last year’s 
11-1 team, including Max 
Peterson, Sam Peterson, 
Cooper Demmith, Lucas 
Heimke, Zander Thomp-
son, Blake Behnke and 
Colt Miller.

Max Peterson led the 
Titans with 1,538 rushing 
yards and 26 touchdowns 
on the ground, and Mill-
er was the team’s leading 
receiver, averaging 19.1 
yards a catch with four 
touchdowns.

Players expected to suit 
up this season include 
seniors Jake Farley, who 
added 667 rushing yards 

and 10 touchdowns as the 
team’s quarterback, as 
well as Carson Joyce, Luke 
Koslowsky and Collin Van 
Ark.

The Titans will open 
the season with a non-
conference game Aug. 21 
in Wabeno against Wabe-
no/Laona and the home 
opener against Pembine/
Goodman is set for Aug. 
27 in Lena.

Gillett Tigers
An 0-8 regular season 

that included an 0-6 mark 
in the Across the Bay Con-
ference made the 2025 
season one for the Tigers 
to put in the past.

Gillett only has to re-
place four players from 
last year: Jed Herzog, 
Clayton Borremans, Car-
son Koeller and Elias 
Hebert.

Last year’s roster also 
included current seniors 
Trevor Schaal, Chad Samz 
and Gabe Soriano; juniors 
Brandon Slatky, Mason 
Herzog and Nolan Van 
Donzel; and sophomores 
Adrian Braun, Kaiden Bai-
ley, Lawson Klein, Brock 
Murphy, Mason Slatky 
and Cooper Habeck.

The Tigers will head 
to Marion on Aug. 20 for 
the season opener against 
Marion/Tigerton, and the 
home opener against Ni-
agara is set for Sept. 11.

Although the Tigers’ 
�rst three games are on 
the road, the last three 
against Wausaukee, Lena/
St. Thomas Aquinas and 
Suring will be played in 
Gillett.

Suring Eagles
A promising 4-1 start to 

the 2025 season gave Sur-
ing football fans a chance 
to hope for big things for 
the Eagles.

Although the team 
lost two of its last three 
games, the Eagles still 
quali�ed for the playo�s 
and the season ended 
with a 40-14 loss to Sevas-
topol, another Across the 

Bay Conference team, in 
the opening round.

Coach Mitch Tay-
lor only has to replace 
three seniors from that 
5-4 team: Garret Peters, 
Parker Haak and Cassius 
Matelski.

Players expected to suit 
up this season include 
seniors Gavin Staszak, 
Grant Thomson, Dyllan 
Flynn, Steven VanDenEl-
zen, Taylor Booth-Sto�re-
gen, Kroix Kempka, Dayne 
Ermis and Karl Hischke.

The Eagles will head 
to Almond on Aug. 21 for 
the season opener against 
Almond-Bancro¡, while 
the home opener is set for 
Aug. 27 against Niagara.

Marion/Tigerton 
Thundercatz

A¡er a successful reg-
ular season that includ-
ed a Central Wisconsin 
Conference champion-
ship, the Thundercatz’ 
season came crashing to 

the ground in the second 
round of the playo�s with 
a 50-16 loss to Sevastopol.

Marion/Tigerton’s sea-
son opened with a 34-28 
loss to Rosholt, playing 
its �rst 8-player game, but 
the Thundercatz didn’t 
lose again until coming 
up short in the playo�s.

Besides replacing sev-
eral seniors from last 
year’s team, the Thunder-
catz will also have a new 
coach for the �rst time 
in six seasons, as Marion 
High School athletic di-
rector Mark Fredy replac-
es Micah Schwantes.

Gone from last year’s 
team are Shane Blum, 
Kole Johnson, Logan Zi-
etlow, Elijah Scheef, Sam 
Anheuser, Logan Drews, 
Nolan Wisnefske, Tanner 
Dent, Emmitt Ehlert and 
Nick Haring.

Seniors expected to 
join this year’s team in-
clude Braylon Mielke, 
who rushed for 2,068 

yards and 26 touchdowns 
as a junior, as well as Iza-
iah Ledarhaus, James No-
lan, Collin Grogan, James 
Brady and Christian 
Laatsch.

The Thundercatz will 
open their season in Mar-
ion with a nonconference 
matchup against Gillett 
on Aug. 20.

Bowler/Gresham Panthers
The Panthers ended 

up cancelling their 2025 
season a¡er forfeiting 
games to Menominee Na-
tion, Marion/Tigerton and 
Newman Catholic and 
have not �elded a team 
since 2022.

However, the WIAA 
website lists seven games 
scheduled for the Pan-
thers this season, in-
cluding the season open-
er Aug. 28 in Keshena 
against Menominee Na-
tion and the home opener 
Sept. 11 against Rosholt.

Ted Kietlinski is listed 

as the team’s coach.

Menominee Nation Eagles
Menominee Nation 

High School was due to 
start in the Central Wis-
consin Conference this 
year, but an announce-
ment came recently via 
press release that the 
school was ending its 
football program due to 
declining participation.

Last year, the Eagles 
only played two games 
and was outscored 168-0. 
A¡er opening the season 
with a 74-0 loss to Wabe-
no/Laona in Keshena, the 
Eagles faced Tri-County 
two weeks later and fell to 
the Penguins 94-0.

It was enough for 
school administrators 
and coaches to pull the 
plug on the season a¡er 
three weeks. The season 
also included a forfeit win 
over Bowler/Gresham, 
which did not �eld a team 
last season.

The decision now ap-
pears to be permanent, 
according to the press 
release.

“Over the past several 
years, participation has 
steadily declined, making 
it increasingly di¦cult to 
sustain a safe, competi-
tive, and successful foot-
ball program,” according 
to the release. “A¡er care-
fully evaluating student 
participation, program 
sustainability, and avail-
able resources, we have 
determined that discon-
tinuing the program is the 
most responsible deci-
sion for the safety of our 
players.

“We recognize the his-
tory and tradition of Eagle 
football and understand 
the disappointment this 
news will bring to our stu-
dents, families, alumni, 
and community. Howev-
er, our responsibility is to 
make decisions that best 
serve our students today 
and into the future.”

seubert4@gmail.com
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Marion/Tigerton’s Anthony Pagan heads to the end zone, returning an interception 65 yards 
for a touchdown against Wild Rose on Oct. 10, 2025.           FILE | NEW MEDIA

Six area teams to suit up for 8-player football
By GREG SEUBERT

Correspondent
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New stadium ready to welcome teams, fans

When the Shawano 
Hawks take to the �eld for 
the 2026 season, they will 
play home games on a new 
synthetic turf football and 
soccer �eld.

The new stadium, part 
of a $51.23 million referen-
dum approved by voters in 
November 2024, will also 
feature an upgraded eight-
lane running track circling 
the �eld, new grandstands 
with built-in storage spac-
es underneath, a dedicated 
and updated tracking and 
throwing areas for �eld 
events, expanded gather-
ing spaces, updated re-
strooms, redesigned tra�c 
�ow, a new ticket booth 
and a new concession 
stand.

Synthetic turf o�ers a 
consistently green appear-
ance year-round with no 
water usage, no need for 
mowing or fertilizing, and 
high resistance to heavy 
foot tra�c. It eliminates 
muddy patches, reduces 

chemical pesticide use 
and provides long-term �-
nancial and maintenance 
savings.

A ribbon cutting for the 
new stadium will be held at 
noon Aug. 17.

The Hawks football 
team will make its debut 
on the �eld at 7 p.m. Aug. 
28 against Lakeland Union 
High School in a noncon-
ference game.

The �rst Bay Conference 
game will be at 7 p.m. Sept. 
4 against Winneconne.

As for boys soccer, the 
�rst home game will be at 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 25 against 
Ashwaubenon, also a non-
conference game.

The �rst Bay Confer-
ence tilt will be at 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 8 against Green Bay 
West.

There will also be a rib-
bon cutting for the high 
school building addition 
and remodeling project at 
3:30 p.m. Sept. 1 with an 
open house following from 
4-7 p.m.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Shawano Community High School’s new stadium, part of a $51.23 referendum approved by voters in November 2024, will 
feature an upgraded eight-lane running track circling the football and soccer field, new grandstands with built-in storage 
spaces underneath, a dedicated and updated tracking and throwing areas for field events, expanded gathering spaces, up-
dated restrooms, redesigned traffic flow, a new ticket booth and a new concession stand.            CONTRIBUTED

Hawks’ �rst home game will 
be against Thunderbirds



BONDUEL BEARS
Friday, Aug.  21 - vs. Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 27 - at Coleman, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - vs. Kewaunee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at Marinette, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - at Oconto Falls, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Peshtigo, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Oconto, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - vs. Sturgeon Bay, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - at Southern Door, 7 p.m.

OCONTO FALLS PANTHERS
Friday, Aug.  21 - at Waupaca, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - vs. Seymour, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - vs. Oconto, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at Kewaunee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - vs. Bonduel, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - at Sturgeon Bay, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Marinette, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - at Southern Door, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - at Peshtigo, 7 p.m.

PULASKI RED RAIDERS
Friday, Aug.  21 - vs. Appleton East, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - at Hortonville, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - at Bay Port, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Green Bay Preble, 7 
p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 17 - at Ashwaubenon, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - at West De Pere, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Green Bay Southwest, 7 
p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - at De Pere, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - vs. Appleton West, 7 p.m.

SHAWANO HAWKS
Friday, Aug.  21 - at Wausau East, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - vs. Lakeland, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - vs. Winneconne, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at New London, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - vs. Denmark, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 26 - vs. Fox Valley Lutheran, 
1 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - at Waupaca, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - vs. Xavier, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - at Seymour, 7 p.m.

WITTENBERG-BIRNAMWOOD 
CHARGERS

Friday, Aug.  21 - at Bonduel, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - vs. Tomahawk, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - at Weyauwega-Fremont, 7 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at Stratford, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - vs. Spencer/Columbus 
Catholic, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - at Shiocton, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Colby, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - vs. Marathon, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - at Amherst, 7 p.m.

BOWLER/GRESHAM PANTHERS
Week 1 - No game scheduled
Friday, Aug. 28 - at Menominee Nation, 4 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - at Marion/Tigerton, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Rosholt, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - at Port Edwards, 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Tri-County, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - at Wild Rose, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - vs. Almond-Bancroft, 7 p.m.

GILLETT TIGERS
Thursday, Aug.  20 - at Marion/Tigerton, 7 
p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 27 - at Florence, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 3 - at Elkhart Lake/Glenbeu-
lah, 6 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Niagara, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19 - at Pembine/Goodman, 1 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Wausaukee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - vs. Suring, 7 p.m.

LENA/ST. THOMAS AQUINAS TITANS
Friday, Aug.  21 - at Wabeno/Laona, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 27 - vs. Pembine/Goodman, 
7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 3 - at Wausaukee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Gibraltar, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - vs. Suring, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - at Florence, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - at Gillett, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - at Niagara, 7 p.m.

MARION/TIGERTON THUNDERCATZ
Thursday, Aug. 20 - vs. Gillett, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - at Almond-Bancroft, 7 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - vs. Bowler/Gresham, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at Menominee Nation, 4 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - at Rosholt, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Port Edwards, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - at Tri-County, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - vs. Wild Rose, 7 p.m.

SURING EAGLES
Friday, Aug.  21 - at Almond-Bancroft, 7 
p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 27 - vs. Niagara, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 3 - at Pembine/Goodman, 4 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Wausaukee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - at Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Valley Christian, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Florence, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - at Gillett, 7 p.m.

Football ’26
BONDUEL BEARS

Friday, Aug.  21 - vs. Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 27 - at Coleman, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - vs. Kewaunee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at Marinette, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - at Oconto Falls, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Peshtigo, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Oconto, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - vs. Sturgeon Bay, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - at Southern Door, 7 p.m.

OCONTO FALLS PANTHERS
Friday, Aug.  21 - at Waupaca, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - vs. Seymour, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - vs. Oconto, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at Kewaunee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - vs. Bonduel, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - at Sturgeon Bay, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Marinette, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - at Southern Door, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - at Peshtigo, 7 p.m.

PULASKI RED RAIDERS
Friday, Aug.  21 - vs. Appleton East, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - at Hortonville, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - at Bay Port, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Green Bay Preble, 7 
p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 17 - at Ashwaubenon, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - at West De Pere, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Green Bay Southwest, 7 
p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - at De Pere, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - vs. Appleton West, 7 p.m.

SHAWANO HAWKS
Friday, Aug.  21 - at Wausau East, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - vs. Lakeland, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - vs. Winneconne, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at New London, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - vs. Denmark, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 26 - vs. Fox Valley Lutheran, 
1 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - at Waupaca, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - vs. Xavier, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - at Seymour, 7 p.m.

WITTENBERG-BIRNAMWOOD 
CHARGERS

Friday, Aug.  21 - at Bonduel, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - vs. Tomahawk, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - at Weyauwega-Fremont, 7 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at Stratford, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - vs. Spencer/Columbus 
Catholic, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - at Shiocton, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Colby, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - vs. Marathon, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16 - at Amherst, 7 p.m.

BOWLER/GRESHAM PANTHERS
Week 1 - No game scheduled
Friday, Aug. 28 - at Menominee Nation, 4 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - at Marion/Tigerton, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Rosholt, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - at Port Edwards, 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Tri-County, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - at Wild Rose, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - vs. Almond-Bancroft, 7 p.m.

GILLETT TIGERS
Thursday, Aug.  20 - at Marion/Tigerton, 7 
p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 27 - at Florence, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 3 - at Elkhart Lake/Glenbeu-
lah, 6 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Niagara, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19 - at Pembine/Goodman, 1 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Wausaukee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - vs. Suring, 7 p.m.

LENA/ST. THOMAS AQUINAS TITANS
Friday, Aug.  21 - at Wabeno/Laona, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 27 - vs. Pembine/Goodman, 
7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 3 - at Wausaukee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Gibraltar, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - vs. Suring, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - at Florence, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - at Gillett, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - at Niagara, 7 p.m.

MARION/TIGERTON THUNDERCATZ
Thursday, Aug. 20 - vs. Gillett, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 - at Almond-Bancroft, 7 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4 - vs. Bowler/Gresham, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - at Menominee Nation, 4 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - at Rosholt, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Port Edwards, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - at Tri-County, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9 - vs. Wild Rose, 7 p.m.

SURING EAGLES
Friday, Aug.  21 - at Almond-Bancroft, 7 
p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 27 - vs. Niagara, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 3 - at Pembine/Goodman, 4 
p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 - vs. Wausaukee, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 - at Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 - vs. Valley Christian, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 - vs. Florence, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 - at Gillett, 7 p.m.

All opponents, locations, dates
and times are subject to change.
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Shawano’s Zack Van Vesternberg and Marcus Brezgel team 
up to tackle Waupaca’s Austin Adamczak during a 2025 
contest.     FILE | NEW MEDIA

Marion/Tigerton’s Braylon Mielke runs over Wild Rose’s 
Ben Olson on Oct. 10, 2025, in the fi rst half of a Central 
Wisconsin Conference-8 8-player game in Wild Rose. 

FILE | NEW MEDIA
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Climate change warnings 
have existed a long time
In the early 1970s, scientists were 

sounding warnings about climate change 
which seemed far-fetched. Out of curios-
ity, I attended an event fea-
turing a man who’d become 
known as Earth Day senator; 
Wisconsin’s Gaylord Nelson.

I was starstruck. Sen. Nel-
son was congenial and char-
ismatic, respectfully listening 
to comments and answering 
tough questions. I stayed for 
the meet-and-greet, a life-al-
tering decision.

The next day I was tutoring 
a student a� er school when the librarian 
knocked on my classroom door. She said 
I had an important phone call. I panicked. 
Was there some kind of emergency?

Thankfully, no. It was Sen. Nelson’s 
aide. She asked if I would serve on a 
committee to � nd ways to introduce envi-

ronmental studies at the high 
school level. Me? An English 
teacher? How could I say no?

The experience proved 
overwhelming and exciting. 
Clearly a blue gill swimming 
with walleyes, I gained con-
� dence as we created a com-
prehensive curriculum. Early 
on, we decided to use trial les-
sons to see if ecology could be 
successfully incorporated into 

upper-level science classes.
In those days, Kaukauna High School 

Kathy Searl, center, sits amid the destruction of a neighborhood near Manderfi eld’s Home 
Bakery in Menasha. ALAN FREY

KATHLEEN MARSH
COLUMNIST

WARNINGS, continued on page 17

Church secretary covers multitude of bases
Fuhrman keeps 

track of all details at 
St. John’s in Marion

By KAY REMINGER
Correspondent

The secretary at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Marion covers multiple roles, in-
cluding meeting the care concerns of any-
one who walks in the door.

“The main point of my job is to serve 
the Lord — and His people — in any ca-
pacity needed,” said o�  ce manager Sheri 
Fuhrman.

Always wanting to work at a church, 
Fuhrman applied for and landed the sec-
retarial position at St. John’s in December 
2019.

“I feel it’s the closest thing that I can do 
to serve the Lord,” said Fuhrman. “For me, 
that was my focus. Just giving birth to my 
son, my previous job had me traveling and 
at any given day, I might be an hour and a 
half away from home. I wanted to be able 
to spend time with my son. By the grace of 
God, this role came up. I interviewed for it, 
and I was lucky enough to get it.”

Duties Fuhrman covers within her of-
� ce managerial title include keeping min-
utes from the church council, as well as 
communicating with all the action teams — 
community, property, worship, music and 
education/youth.

“I also check mail, answer phone, an-
swer emails and keep o�  ce supplies 
stocked. I manage all social media ac-
counts, making sure there’s information 
out there on our behalf,” she said.

Extra responsibilities Fuhrman handles 
include maintaining yearly annual reports 
and typing up weekly bulletins and month-
ly newsletters. In addition, Fuhrman is in 
charge of all of the church records.

“I have a comprehensive list of all mem-
ber baptisms, con� rmations, weddings, 
funerals — the whole scope of life,” said 
Fuhrman.

As of December 2025, the church’s re-
cords show 316 o�  cial active members.

At Fuhrman’s disposal are a team of 
people who also cover a multitude of roles.

“Here at St. John’s, we have a mainte-
nance person, a janitor, a groundskeeper 
— all those people are very helpful. Plus 
we have a membership that is made up 
of great volunteers,” said Fuhrman. “If we 
need something, someone just steps up. 
I’m really blessed here.”

There isn’t a serving pastor at St. John’s 

Lutheran Church in Marion. A� er complet-
ing extensive training, the parish appoint-
ed Carol Polzin and Denise Pamperin, des-
ignating them synod-authorized ministers. 
Together, they coordinate and handle the 
needs of the congregation.

The ability they have to relate to the 
members of the church is humbling to 
Fuhrman.

“There was a funeral service that Car-
ol did, and she was able to truly project 
and intuitively understand that from the 

beginning of their life to the end, how they 
were a servant of the Lord,” said Fuhrman. 
“This is something Carol and Denise can 
both do because they’ve known area fami-
lies their whole life. A pastor sometimes is 
ª eeting — serving a church for � ve years 
or two or six months. The relationship 
they have with the members is a beautiful 
thing.”

From time to time, Fuhrman gets phone 
calls about people trying to � nd their 
family.

“Getting to look back at the old records, 
some of them are in German. Luckily, I 
took German in high school, so I’ve been 
able to apply that knowledge and put it to 
good use,” said Fuhrman.

At one point in her life, Fuhrman need-
ed assistance in an end-of-life event in her 
own immediate family. A compassionate 
church secretary had answered her phone 
a� er hours, and through her e« orts the 

Sheri Fuhrman, offi ce manager at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Marion, pauses during her busy work day. The artwork under glass at her 
desk was designed by her young son. KAY REMINGER

SECRETARY, continued on page 17



FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 2026  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 17

THEME: BACK TO 
SCHOOL

ACROSS
1. Eye affliction
5. Mowgli to Raksha in “The 
Jungle Book”
8. Cured pork product, pl.
12. *Every lap you run in 
gym class completes one
13. Ripped
14. Throw up
15. Mythological ship
16. Agitate
17. Like worthless promise
18. *”Go to the ____’s of-
fice”
20. Hatchling’s home
21. Wasted on the young?
22. “Amazing!”
23. *____ Core, academic 
standards
26. *”Rock N’Roll High 
School” band
30. Be obliged
31. Orange ____ tea, pl.
34. Of low density
35. Earthenware pots
37. Farm layer
38. Bagpipes sound, in 
Scotland
39. Vessel’s “spine”
40. “Mary, Mary quite con-
trary” place
42. Radio knob, abbr.
43. Blended family family 
member
45. Trotters
47. Owned
48. San Diego baseballer
50. Castle defense
52. *a.k.a. lunch room
56. “____ little cubby all 

stuffed with fluff”
57. Knight’s breastplate
58. Bit of smoke
59. Willow twig
60. Pub arrow
61. Popular street-lining 
trees
62. Post-deductions amount
63. Opposite of WSW
64. Somebody ____

DOWN
1. Dueler’s blow
2. Unit of pressure
3. Jellystone Park denizen
4. Amerigo to America
5. *Plagiarize, technically 
speaking
6. Heep of “David Copper-
field”
7. *School signaling device
8. *Unwelcome load
9. Current unit, pl.
10. Catcher’s catcher
11. Chester White’s home
13. Three in one
14. Animal toxin
19. Poultry houses
22. “It ____ a dark and 
stormy night...”
23. Too many in the 
kitchen?
24. Baby owl
25. Free-for-all
26. Tear
27. Lacking guile
28. Baseball fielding mis-
take
29. “She ____ sea shells...”
32. *____ Academy, online 
study aid
33. “____ the land of the 
free...”
36. *Reading building 

blocks
38. Stall call
40. *Character in Greek My-
thology reading assignment
41. Firstborn
44. Nymph chaser
46. Diminutive
48. Like nature worshipping, 
e.g.

49. Flamb 
50. Dante’s Beatrice, e.g.
51. Passing mention
52. Relinquish
53. Small brook
54. Doctrines
55. Part of church
56. *Unit in measurement 
and weight math lessons

was situated on the banks of 
a �lthy and smelly Fox River. 
Consequently, KHS was chosen 
to preview a unit on freshwater 
pollution. I vividly recall the day 
almost 100 juniors and seniors 
�led into the multi-purpose 
room to view a �lm envisioned 
as a kick-o­ attention grabber.

Most of these kids were in 
my English classes. Many were 
from rural areas and loved the 
outdoors. I’d graded hundreds 
of compositions about �shing 
and swimming adventures. I 
especially enjoyed those that de-
scribed idyllic visits “up north” 
at Grandma and Grandpa’s cot-
tage. (Smile. Jon and I are now in 
this much-loved group.)

The focus of the �lm was Lake 
Erie, a “do not eat the �sh” lake. 
Students reacted with shock 
and horror at the grainy moving 
pictures shown on a reel-to-reel 
movie projector. There was a 
collective gasp as images of Lake 
Erie on �re �ashed across the 
screen. It was so polluted that 
the water was burning.

Outside of school, I brought 
up the topic in social settings. 

The response was usually some 
version of, “Why should I care? 
Even if global warming is dan-
gerous, I’ll be dead before any-
thing really bad happens.”

Well, I cared, and so did my 
students. When you live close to 
the land, you become attuned to 
the rhythms of nature. Growing 
up on a dairy farm and then liv-
ing on rural property, you cher-
ish pastoral views of lush green 
alfalfa and golden corn�elds. 
You marvel at the beauty of a 
winter terrain peacefully asleep 
under a waist-deep blanket of 
pure white snow.

In 1992, I read “Earth in the 
Balance” by Al Gore. By then, I 
was living on the mostly unde-
veloped southeast side of Ap-
pleton. Not exactly country, but 
close enough. The next year we 
bought property in Townsend, 
another life-changing decision 
that has taken us even closer to 
nature.

When you live full-time in the 
woods, you learn that human 
beings are not at the top of the 
food chain. I always carry bear 
spray and a whistle if I’m going 

out for a walk. I blow it o�en so 
the big critters know I’m around. 
The piercing sound attracts my 
pet deer, but it must repel bears 
because I haven’t seen one up 
close and personal yet. Thank 
goodness.

Question: Have we created a 
world for a climate that no lon-
ger exists? The past decade, and 
especially this summer, indicate 
that if we’ve been waiting for cli-
mate change to smack us in the 
face, it already has.

Consider what happened at 
the end of July when an EF-3 
tornado hit Menasha. The storm 
badly damaged Jon’s former 
place of employment, the Mena-
sha water plant. It did extensive 
damage to Gegan School, where 
my mother once taught. It rav-
aged the block where my bonus 
kids grew up.

Yes, there have always been 
bad weather events. But just in 
the past six months, we have 
seen storms, tornadoes, drought, 
heat waves, �ash �oods, raging 
wild�res, earthquakes, and toxic 
smoke plumes all piled on top 
of one another. We can debate 

the cause, but this is what global 
warming looks like.

Jon and I are trying. Deter-
mined to leave a small carbon 
footprint, everything we own 
is energy e¡cient. We use the 
gas-guzzling pickup sparingly, 
opting instead for my hybrid 
Escape. We reuse, repurpose, 
recycle.

Last summer, we installed 
solar panels. Sco­ers said we 
were stupid. We’d never live to 
recoup our investment. Really? 
Our WPS electric bill this past 
year was $228, the mandatory 
monthly facilities charge. We an-
ticipate an eight-year payback, 
and that’s at today’s prices. 
Really.

Best of all, the system has a 25-
year warranty so future owners 
will also enjoy clean, inexpen-
sive energy. Now that thought 
gives me a sunny disposition.

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, 
writer and community advocate. She 

has published eight books, four on the 
history of Townsend, where she and 

husband Jon are happily retired on the 
beautiful Townsend Flowage.

pastor came and was able to admin-
ister communion.

“She went over and beyond to 
help me, and I was so grateful. I 
want to do everything I can to pay it 
forward,” said Fuhrman.

More recently, Fuhrman received 
a phone call from a hospital in 
Wausau saying they needed some-
one to come give communion to 
one of their members.

“I looked up the name, and it 
wasn’t one of our members. So I 
inquired of churches named St. 
John’s in the surrounding Wausau 
area to �nd out which one had this 
person in their membership,” said 
Fuhrman. “Because of my own per-
sonal experience, I was bound and 
determined to �nd the right church.”

Getting to the bottom of it, 
Fuhrman was able to connect the 
right church to the right people; it 
brought the family much peace.

“It’s very important to me,” 
Fuhrman said. “There are wonder-
ful aspects to this job. At the end of 
the day, we are all here to serve God 
and everything goes back to glorify 
Him.”

SECRETARY, 
continued from page 16

WARNINGS, continued from page 16
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HUGE Auction!
Townsend

Self-Storage
17790 County T,  Townsend, WI

Saturday, Aug. 22nd  
10AM    Doors Open at 8

REAL ESTATE - 10 Acres of Income-Earning Commercial Land! Par-
cel #1: 230 to 290 Self-Storage Units of Various Sizes in 9 buildings. Features a few 
insulated, heated & even air conditioned units (could be used as the Office) plus a 
well. This parcel is 7.87 Acres according to Oconto Co. and has security fencing, 

good lighting, fire extin-
guishers & gravel drives 
with 2 entrances. There 
is room to build more 
units or to have outside 
storage. This is a well-
established business 
and has performed rou-
tine maintenance. 2025 
Taxes were $ 6,750
Parcel #2: Approx. 2.51 
Acres of Land adjacent 
to Parcel #1 with en-

trance on County T. Has a large blacktop parking lot, Includes a 2,000 sq ft Commer-
cial Building with a storefront, offices, bathroom and shop area. There is also a 40x60 
Shed with high sidewalls, 2 overhead doors and a concrete floor that could be rented 
for RV or boat storage and extra land that could be built on. 2025 Taxes were $ 3,550
Parcel #3: Combination of Parcels #1 & #2 with over 10 Acres of real estate and an 
Income-Earning business. This unique property can bring 10 to 12% capitalization 
rate and pay for itself in as few as 5 or 6 years. Terms on Real Estate: $ 50,000 ear-
nest money on Parcel #1 & $ 20,000 earnest money on Parcel #2 w/ Offer. No Contin-
gencies & Closing within 45 days. Current Tenants will receive a Rent-Freeze until the 
end of the year. Call Len Yoap for info at (920) 
604-1704
Vehicles, Skid Steer & Lots of Tools
2020 Ford F550 4x4 Dump Truck with 7.3L 
Godzilla gas engine, Monroe stainless steel 
dump body, salt spreader & 9’2” Boss V-plow. 
This truck has less than 3,000 miles! 2019 Bob-
cat S770 skid steer w/ Heat, Air, 2-speed, ride 
control, hyd-connect & only 113 original hours! 
15 attachments: Schulte 6 & 7ft snowblowers, 
Angle & V-plows, Bobcat 7ft pulverizer, Bobcat vibratory roller, 8ft grade w/ wheels, 
Land plane, Hyd tree shear, Bobcat angle broom, bale forks, pallet forks, Bobcat 4-in-

1 bucket, 2020 Chrysler Pacifica w/ V6 & 77k 
miles, 06 Harley Softail Deluxe, 82 Harley 
Sportster, New Segway, 20ft 12,000# Skid 
Steer trailer, Husqvarna Z 254F mower, 
Gruetts tandem skid steer trailer, 24ft Pon-
toon boat trailer, Pallet jack, Mower lift, Fuel 
tank w/ pump, Tool chests, Wrenches & sock-

ets, New Tools, 1KW to 4500W Generators, Assorted air compressors, 10ton Porta-
power, Table saws, DeWalt miter saw, Delta 12” planer, 6” jointer, Router, Sander, 
Clamps, Cords, Reloading supplies, Ammo cans, Knives, Tree stands, Daisy BB pis-
tol, Heaters, 4x8 sheeting, Insulation, Ladders, Rolling scaffold, Steel shelving, Fork 
extensions, Toboggan, 1950’s Mercury Super 5 outboard, Gas cans, Motor oil, Vise, 
Grinders, Drills, Lincoln 12V greaser, Chainsaws, Pole saws, Chipper/Shredder, Yard 
sprayers, Yard carts, JD thatcher, EarthWay planter, 
Elec. Painter, Jacks, New hitches, Trailer dolly, Dry-
wall lift, Laser levels, Multimeters, Dremel Trio, Shop 
Vacs, Kennedy toolbox, Bicycle, Lawn chairs, Creali-
ty Ender 3D printer, New desktop & photo printers, 
Office EQ, HON steel files, Hi-bay lights, Combination 
safes, Ant. 8ft Oak showcase, Ant. Coffee grinder, 
Ant. Scale, U-HAUL lighted sign, Nostalgic radio, Ant. 
Secretary desk, 100yr old Wheelchair, Winter console 
piano & Lots More

This is a HUGE Auction with Most Items in New or Like New Condition!
Terms: Cash or Good Check. 5.5% Sales Tax. RWAC #480 Col. Len Yoap RWA #339

YOAP & YOAP Auction & Real Estate
   (920) 604-1704   yoapandyoap.com

Handyman o�ers 
help to senior citizens
Thomas works mostly in Shawano, seeks to branch out

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Ben Thomas, of Sha-
wano, understands the de-
sires of older adults who 
want to keep living in their 
homes.

Sometimes, home 
maintenance and minor 
repairs get put on the back 
burner, either because the 
seniors can’t do the work 
themselves or they can’t 
a�ord to hire a contractor.

To help with that, 
Thomas started Eugenius 
Senior Solutions, a gen-
eral home maintenance 
and repair side business 
catered to small projects 
for senior citizens.

“The types of services 
that I provide are for the 
most part basic handyman 
service services,” he said. 
“One of the main di�erenc-
es is that for me, there’s no 
project too small. The goal 
of the services that I’m 
trying to provide is to help 
older adults remain safe 
and comfortable and as 
independent as possible 
in their own homes.” 

Thomas said he spe-
cializes in aging-in-place 
modi�cations and ongoing 
home maintenance.

In the areas of safety 
and accessibility, Thomas’ 
work includes installing 
grab bars and handrails, 
lighting and motion light-
ing, and smart home tech-
nology such as locks, video 
doorbells and thermostats.

Thomas also does 
plumbing work like �xing 
leaky faucets and running 
toilets, as well as electrical 
projects like installing light 
�xtures, switches, outlets, 
smoke and carbon mon-
oxide detectors.

Examples of carpentry 
work include �xing broken 
steps or squeaky doors, 
assembling furniture and 
installing shelves.

On the decorating side 
of things, Thomas will 
paint, hang pictures and 
blinds, and perform minor 
wall repairs.

Thomas also works 
full-time as a maintenance 
manager at a local factory, 
so he’s keeping his handy-
man services focused for 
now on the city of Sha-
wano and the immediate 
surrounding area.

“I do plan to expand,” 
he said. “I just haven’t �g-
ured out how to do that 
with my schedule at the 
moment.”

Eventually, Thomas 
would like to branch out 
and o�er help to areas like 
Clintonville, Marion, Pu-
laski and Suamico.

He and his wife, Jenny, 
have two young daugh-
ters, Mora and Sailor, and 

a son on the way.
Thomas started the 

business for very personal 
reason.

His father-in-law, the 
late Billy Suprise, was in 
his 50s and retired from 
the Navy when he needed 
some surgeries to remain 
living in his home.

“I had to do some mod-
i�cations,” Thomas said. 
“Then, as he entered into 
his middle 60s, he ended 
up getting voice box can-
cer, which essentially was 
whittling him away, and 
I continued to modify his 
house so he never had to 
go to a nursing home. I be-
gan to do the same thing 
for my grandmother-in-
law, his mom (Bonnie 
Suprise).

“It occurred to me that 
there are many other peo-
ple in this city who prob-
ably don’t have family 
members who are handy 
or even own the tools, and 
most of the local handy-
men want more elaborate 
projects. But as you age, 
sometimes you just need 
simple things done.”

He said he doesn’t have 
time to do elaborate proj-
ects, but that’s now what 
he’s trying to market.

However, he has done 
that kind of work in the 
past, building his own 
house at age 23.

“I already possessed 
the skills and most all the 
tools, so the startup cost 
was very a�ordable, mak-
ing it an obvious choice 

— not to mention that it 
was very well needed,” 
Thomas said.

He started Eugenius Se-
nior Solutions on April 1, 
but the idea came about in 
September 2025 in a hos-
pital waiting room while 
reading a book about Ben-
jamin Franklin, of whom 
Thomas is a huge fan.

Franklin wrote a series 
of “Busy-Body” articles in 
1729 featuring the charac-
ters Eugenius, Ridentius 
and Cato.

“Eugenius had a na-
ture that I could respect,” 
Thomas said. “He was a 
virtuous gentleman. He 
promoted civic morality. 
He was inherently good-
natured and had generos-
ity. He desired to protect 
and had self-sacri�ce, and 
I was reading this in a hos-
pital room next to my fa-
ther-in-law, and I thought 
that would be a perfect 
name for a business.”

The logo for the busi-
ness is a cursive-looking 
turkey, which pays hom-
age to Franklin’s desire to 
have the bird as the na-
tion’s symbol.

“I would very much 
like to grow this business 
into something long-
term, because every year, 
more people get older 
and need more help,” 
Thomas said.

Thomas can be reached 
at ben58thomas@gmail.
com or 920-680-2552.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Ben Thomas, left, developed the idea of starting a handyman 
business for senior citizens after helping with projects to 
keep his father-in-law in his home as he got older. Thomas 
and his wife, Jenny, live in the Town of Wescott.

CONTRIBUTED

“One of the main di�erences is that for me, there’s no project too small. The 
goal of the services that I’m trying to provide is to help older adults remain 
safe and comfortable and as independent as possible in their own homes.”

BEN THOMAS
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Remembering Coolidge’s Wisconsin � shing guide
The United States of 

America’s 250th anniver-
sary prompts historical 
conversations.

For many, they’re 
about examining the 
country’s Founding Fa-
thers and trailblazers, 
many of whom are al-
ready household names. 
As a tribal college faculty 
member who teaches 
American history, I’m 
committed to ensuring 
that Native people are re-
membered for their con-
tributions to our shared 
national story.

Being a Wisconsin aca-
demic interested in pub-
lic memory, I believe the 
150th anniversary is also 
worth revisiting for those 
who call the Badger State 
their home. In fact, there 
are interesting parallels 
between the current oc-
cupant of the 
Oval O�  ce 
and his 1926 
predecessor.

Like Presi-
dent Donald 
Trump, Calvin 
Coolidge liked 
to escape the 
con� nes of 
Wash ing ton , 
D.C., to enjoy 
recreation during the 
summer months. Where-
as Trump o� en retreats 
to the golf course at his 
Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm 
Beach, Florida, Coolidge 
sought � ve separate 
“Summer White Hous-
es” while he held the 
nation’s highest o�  ce. 

They include Plymouth 
Notch, Vermont, in 1924, 
Swampscott, Massa-

chusetts, in 
1925, and Paul 
Smiths, New 
York, in 1926.

Prior to his 
departure in 
1926, Coolidge 
stated in a 
m i d - J u n e 
press confer-
ence, “I don’t 
go away from 

Washington for the pur-
pose of avoiding the 
Washington climate so 
much as I do for the pur-
pose of getting a change.”

I suspect the presi-
dent’s a�  nity for � shing 
also contributed to his 
annual exodus.

In 1927, Coolidge’s 

love for angling brought 
him to the Black Hills of 
South Dakota. That sum-
mer not only led to the 
naming of Grace Coolidge 
Creek in honor of the � rst 
lady, but it also garnered 
the president’s support 
for the creation of the 
Mount Rushmore Nation-
al Memorial.

Yet, it’s the summer 
of 1928 that is likely the 
most interesting for 
Wisconsinites and Na-
tive historians alike, 
as Coolidge spent it in 
Henry Clay Pierce’s Ce-
dar Island Lodge along 
the riverfront of Brule, 
Wisconsin. In his down-
time, the president � shed 
those fruitful waters with 
Bad River Ojibway tribal 
member John LaRock as 

his guide.
Public records note 

that LaRock was born in 
1873 and that he had re-
ceived allotments of trib-
al lands in both 1919 and 
1927. LaRock was mar-
ried with two adopted 
sons at the time he cap-
tained Coolidge’s canoe, 
making the 55-year-old a 
seasoned, relatable com-
panion tothe married 
president with two sons, 
who was one year his 
senior.

Assigned to Coolidge 
by the state conservation 
committee, LaRock also 
“spoke quietly,” which 
likely appealed to the 
president whose frugality 
with words led to him be-
ing referred to as “Silent 
Cal.”

LaRock emphasized 
the virtues of his charge’s 
even-keeled demeanor, 
telling the Associated 
Press, “Doesn’t get excit-
ed, not a bit. Good � sher-
man, President Coolidge.”

Wearing “a big cow-
boy hat and high-heeled 
boots,” Coolidge rode in 
the front of LaRock’s ca-
noe with a second “canoe 
with three secret service 
men” joining them on the 
river.

Using “both worm and 
¢ y in his angling,” the 
president “spent many 
days whipping the wa-
ters” to “snare the wily 
German brown, rain-
bow and speckled trout.” 
Whether through good 
fortune or consummate 
skill, the duo “invariably 
returned to the lodge 
with over¢ owing creels.”

LaRock o£ ered to 
make Coolidge his own 
canoe for their future ex-
peditions together.

“Soon,” LaRock said. 
“I will have a birch bark 
canoe ready for the presi-
dent. He likes the canoe 
very much and we will 
use it for the trips when I 
get it � nished.”

Perhaps in preparation 
for the United States’ bi-
centennial, the Wisconsin 
Historical Society erected 
a marker titled “Summer 
White House — 1928” in 
Brule in 1975. It notes 
that Coolidge welcomed 
his successor, Herbert 
Hoover, to the site on 
July 16, 1928, making it 

the latter’s � rst public ap-
pearance a� er securing 
the Republican nomina-
tion for the presidency. 
Regrettably, the marker 
makes no mention of 
John LaRock.

Just as stories of 
George Washington’s 
Continental Army’s sur-
vival at Valley Forge 
cannot be told without 
naming the Oneida cook, 
Polly Cooper, who fed 
the starving soldiers the 
white corn she prepared 
for them, Coolidge’s esca-
pades to Wisconsin wa-
ters should not be shared 
without emphasizing the 
role John LaRock played.

As the Smithsonian 
undersecretary for mu-
seums and culture, Paw-
nee tribal member Kevin 
Gover stated, “We get to 
decide, generation by 
generation … what to 
remember and what to 
forget.”

My fellow Wiscon-
sinites, let’s add John 
LaRock, President Calvin 
Coolidge and Wisconsin’s 
Summer White House to 
the stories we share this 
year. The United States 
has 250 years’ worth of 
history, and the country 
is all the richer when it 
remembers the contribu-
tions of Native Americans 
at every milestone.

Ryan Winn, Ph.D., teaches com-
munications, English, history 
and theater at the College of 

Menominee Nation. Visit www.
menominee.edu for more infor-

mation about the school.

RYAN WINN
COLUMNIST

Bad River Ojibway tribal member John LaRock guides President Calvin Coolidge’s canoe 
down the Brule River in 1928. The president’s dog, Rob Roy, sits between them.

WISCONSIN CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT

Managing powdery mildew on garden, indoor plants
Whether gardening 

indoors or outdoors, gar-
deners are likely to en-
counter powdery mildew 
on one or more of their 
plants.

First, a 
white powdery 
substance will 
appear on 
the surface of 
leaves, stems 
and ¢ ower 
petals. As the 
powdery mil-
dew expands 
and covers 
the leaves, it 
blocks sun-
light from reaching the 
leaves inhibiting photo-
synthesis. As the disease 
progresses, it develops 
structures that enter 
plant cells to obtain nu-
trients. It usually is not 
fatal, but severe infes-
tations can cause plant 
leaves to yellow, twist 
and discolor, and the 
plant may decline.

Several closely related 
fungi are responsible for 
the group of diseases 
called powdery mildew. 
Di£ erent species of pow-
dery mildew fungi attack 
di£ erent plants. If the 
weather conditions are 
right and the various fun-
gi are present, gardeners 

may � nd powdery mil-
dew on a variety of plants 
in their landscape or in-
door garden.

Watch for powdery 
mildew on 
azaleas, cra-
bapples, dog-
woods, lilacs, 
p h o t i n i a , 
roses, coral 
h o n e y s u c k -
le vines and 
other trees, 
shrubs and 
vines. Check 
beebalm, dahl-
ias, peonies, 
phlox, zinnias, 

cucumbers, squash and 
other susceptible plants 
in gardens. Indoors, es-
pecially during the win-
ter, monitor African vio-
lets, begonias, ivies, jade 
and kalanchoes that may 
develop this disease.

Unlike many fungal 
diseases, powdery mil-
dew fungi need high hu-
midity, not wet leaves, 
to develop. Their spores 
also form in high humid-
ity and are distributed 
when the humidity is low.

Powdery mildew is 
more likely to occur on 
indoor plants growing in 
low light with poor air 
circulation and cooler 
temperatures near 70 

degrees. Although the 
disease is more common 
in winter, the disease can 
occur anytime these con-
ditions exist.

Reduce the risk of 
powdery mildew by 
keeping plants healthy 
and avoiding overfertil-
ization. Provide plants 
with the needed light and 
other preferred grow-
ing conditions. Properly 
space landscape plants 
and avoid overcrowd-
ing plants, indoors and 

out, to provide su�  cient 
light penetration and air 
circulation.

Water new plantings 
thoroughly and o� en 
enough to keep the roots 
moist. Gradually reduce 
the frequency to encour-
age the plants to develop 
a robust root system. 
Continue to water estab-
lished plants thoroughly 
as needed during dry 
weather.

Further decrease the 
risk of this disease with 

a bit of spring thinning 
on phlox and beebalm. 
Remove about one-fourth 
of the phlox and beebalm 
stems in early spring to 
allow more air and light 
to penetrate the plant. 
This strategy will en-
courage sturdier stems 
and discourage disease 
problems.

Select mildew resis-
tant varieties of these and 
other plants prone to this 
disease. Resistant plants 
are not immune but are 

less likely to develop the 
disease than those that 
are not.

Practice sanitation by 
removing infected leaves 
and plant debris where 
the fungal spores over-
winter. As temperatures 
rise above 60 degrees, 
the spores may begin to 
germinate.

With proper care and 
sanitation healthy peren-
nials, shrubs and trees, 
especially those infected 
late in the growing sea-
son, will return the fol-
lowing year. Masking the 
diseased foliage with a 
somewhat shorter plant 
is one way to enjoy the 
¢ owers while dealing 
with the disease. If opting 
to treat the disease, se-
lect the most eco-friendly 
product, apply it at the 
� rst sign of the disease 
and repeat as directed. 
As always, read and fol-
low label directions.

Melinda Myers has written 
more than 20 gardening books, 

including the “Midwest Gar-
dener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition” 
and “Small Space Gardening.” 
She hosts The Great Courses 

“How to Grow Anything” 
streaming courses and the 

nationally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment radio program. 
Her website is www.melindamy-

ers.com.

Powdery mildew can be seen on Cinderella’s carriage squash. WWW.MELINDAMYERS.COM

MELINDA MYERS
COLUMNIST

GARDENING WITH 
MELINDA MYERS
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, AUG. 14
ANIWA: Central Wisconsin 4x4 and 
Military Vehicle Show, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Motorama Auto Museum and 
event grounds, 181705 Stradale 
Lane. Food, swap meet, auction. Ad-
mission $10, kids free. Registration 
8-9 a.m., Awards 5 p.m.
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30 a.m., 
Farnsworth Public Library, 715 Main 
St. Story and crafts for preschool chil-
dren. A caregiver must stay with the 
child. 
SHAWANO: Smalley Beach Bash, 2-7 
p.m., Smalley Park, 211 Riverside 
Drive. Obstacle course and games, 
crafts with the Shawano Library, food 
trucks, music with a DJ and karaoke.
SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 6-8 
p.m. South Branch Community Cen-
ter, W1281 County Road M. 
OCONTO FALLS: Music by the River, 
6-9 p.m., East Side Beach, 631 N. 
Main St. Hosted by the Oconto Falls 
Area Chamber of Commerce, with 
food and refreshments available for 
purchase. Music by Warden. Bring a 
lawn chair.

SATURDAY, AUG. 15
OCONTO: Sheboygan Walleye Club 
Battle on the Bay, 7 a.m. to 3:15 
p.m., Breakwater Park, 1301 Harbor 
Road. Details at Facebook Battle On 
the Bay page.

SHAWANO: FRESH Project Shawano 
Farmers Market, 8 a.m. to noon, 
Franklin Park, 235 Washington St. 
Check Facebook page for cancella-
tions and weekly updates. 
SHIOCTION: Sporting Clay Fundraiser 
for Navarino Nature Center, 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., J&H Game Farm, W5810 
J&H Road. Try out your skills shooting 
clays. Prizes, raffles and drawings. 
Admission $35.
SHAWANO: Fly-In and Car Show, 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Shawano Municipal 
Airport, 248 Airport Road. Vintage 
aircraft, veterans tent, food vendors, 
police and fire demonstrations, clas-
sic vehicles, EAA Young Eagles rally. 
Rain date Aug. 16.
ANIWA: Central Wisconsin 4x4 and 
Military Vehicle Show, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Motorama Auto Museum and 
event grounds, 181705 Stradale 
Lane. Food, swap meet, auction. Ad-
mission $10, kids free. Registration 
8-9 a.m. Awards 5 p.m.
SHAWANO: Native Plant Talk, 9 a.m., 
Eberlein Park, 107 Eberlein Park 
Drive. Wolf River Wild Ones host a 
program about the importance of 
native plants and pollinator habitat 
while highlighting a collaborative 
planting project established along the 
Mountain-Bay State Trail.
CECIL: Cecil-Washington Fireman’s 
Fest, 1-11 p.m., Cecil-Washington 

Fire Department, 111 E. Hofman St. 
Food, drinks, raffles, cornhole tourna-
ment 1 p.m., meat raffle 4 p.m., DJ by 
Beantown Entertainment, live music 
7 p.m. featuring the Glam Band.
TOWN OF DOTY: Hidden Bear Trail 
ATV Club Annual Fundraiser, 1-5 
p.m., Animal’s Bear Trail, 14788 
County Road T. Food, meat raffles, 
refreshments.
SHAWANO: Auto racing, 6 p.m., Sha-
wano Speedway, 990 E. Green Bay 
St. Gates open 4 p.m. Adults $15, 
seniors $12, younger than age 11 
free. Check the Shawano Speedway 
page on Facebook for updates and 
weather-related conditions. 
SUNDAY, AUG. 16
SHAWANO: Zurko’s Flea Market, 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawano County Fair-
grounds, 990 E. Green Bay St. Admis-
sion $2. 
SHAWANO: Backyard Cookout, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., The Cottages Senior 
Living and Memory Care, 103-113 
Madison Way. Cookout along with 
a raffle, bake sale, petting zoo and 
face painting. All proceeds donated 
to ROADS (Reaching Out Against De-
pression and Suicide).
SHAWANO: Music in the Park at Ar-
lington, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Arlington 
Park, 300 N. Humphrey Circle. Mu-
sic with Gary Weber. Bring your lawn 

chairs. Last concert of the season.

MONDAY, AUG. 17
KESHENA: 2026 Community Health 
Assessment meeting, 9 a.m. to 
noon, College of Menominee Nation 
Cultural Learning Center, N172 State 
Highway 47-55.

TUESDAY, AUG. 18
SHAWANO: Give Kids the World Fall 
Fling Golf Outing, 10 a.m., Shawano 
Lake Golf Course, W5714 Lake Drive. 
18-hole four-lady scramble To help 
support numerous Wisconsin fami-
lies, who have experienced having a 
child with a life-threatening illness. 
$80. Registration 10 a.m., shotgun 
start 11 a.m., dinner 5 p.m.
OCONTO FALLS: Oconto County 
Farmers Market, 4-8 p.m., Memorial 
Field. Conservation Night. Music with 
Patrick Rades.
SHAWANO: Naberhood Block Party, 
6 p.m., The Naberhood, 214 S. Main 
St. Cloud Nine Fire Show: Free work-
shop 6 p.m., free show 7 p.m.
OCONTO: Tunes on Tuesday, 6-8 
p.m., Beyer Home, 917 Park Ave. Mu-
sic with Fine Line.
KESHENA: Recovery talking circle, 
6-8 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak Wetoh-
katikamek Center, 2700 Mianaceqt-
awak Road. Information: Mindy Thun-
der at 715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org. 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 19
STILES: St. Patrick’s Rummage Sale, 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 5760 County Road 
I. 
BONDUEL: Farmers Market, 4-7 p.m., 
corner of Cecil and Green Bay streets. 
SHAWANO: Shawano Ski Sharks Wa-
ter-ski Show, 6 p.m., Wolf River Beach 
at Smalley Park, 211 Riverside Drive. 
Pre-show 5:30 p.m. Free admission; 
donations welcome. Last show of the 
season.

THURSDAY, AUG. 20
OCONTO: Thursday Play Group, 
10:30 a.m. to noon, Farnsworth Pub-
lic Library, 715 Main St. Meant for 
children to play and interact with oth-
er children at the library. A caregiver 
must stay with the child.
NAVARINO: Navarino at Noon, noon, 
Navarino Nature Center, W5646 Lind-
sten Road. Opportunity for seniors to 
learn more about local history, wild-
life, management and more around 
the nature center. Topic: Humming-
birds. Suggested donation $5.
SHAWANO: Thursdayz at Franklin, 
6-8:30 p.m., Franklin Park, 235 S. 
Washington St. Star Six Nine. Bring 
your own chairs, food and drink avail-
able, 50/50 raffles.
SHAWANO: The After Party, 8-10 
p.m., The Naberhood, 214 S. Main 
St. Music with David Freeborg.

Economy performs 
better under Dems

To the editor:
The most common po-

litical message delivered 
by the American people 
during election years is 
the rather rude phrase, 
“It’s the economy, stupid!” 
In the present day, this is-
sue resonates with partic-
ular vigor.

Democrats have priori-
tized investing in the mid-
dle class, supporting small 
businesses and improving 
economic resilience. This 

is known as Keynesian 
economic theory. It is clear 
that Democratic adminis-
trations consistently help 
the U.S. economy perform 
better than Republican 
administrations. Of the 11 
recessions in the modern 
era, 10 have begun under 
Republican presidents. Let 
us not forget the economic 
downturn that cost Don-
ald Trump the presidency 
in 2020.

Republicans make tax 
cuts their signature goal, 
bene�ting the wealthy. 
This is known as “trickle 

down” economics, which 
is both a misnomer and 
a failure. They mask their 
failure by launching inces-
sant culture war attacks, 
sowing fear and doubt 
in American institutions. 
Check the Congressional 
Joint Economic Commit-
tee report from 2024.

Job growth has been 
greater under Democratic 
administrations since the 
1980s. Under the last sev-
en presidents, job growth 
was 50 million under 
Democrats as opposed 
only 17 million under 

Republicans. There were 
2.7 million net job losses 
during Trump’s �rst term.

Again, under seven 
presidents, the unemploy-
ment rate was low at the 
end of all three Democrat-
ic terms and lower only 
under the Ronald Reagan 
administration. Under 
Trump, the rate jumped 
from 4.7% at his inaugura-
tion to 6.4% at his term’s 
end. Joe Biden got it down 
to 4.1% by September 2024. 
In manufacturing, the total 
number of jobs decreased 
by 178,000 under Trump 

and grew by 729,000 un-
der Biden. A record of 19 
million new business ap-
plications were �led under 
Biden, 70% of which were 
for small businesses.

Currently our economy 
is not serving the Ameri-
can people, but rather the 
president’s cronies. In-
�ation is raging as is the 
tragic war of choice start-
ed by Trump. The de�cit 
and in�ation soar on the 
heels of the massive tax 
breaks for the ultrarich 
and his tari�s. Trump’s 
love for the Arab states’ oil 

wealth is devastating mid-
dle class budgets. In�ation 
is climbing again. Trump 
won’t curb his greed and 
stop his vanity projects.

Since World War II, the 
economy has performed 
better under Democratic 
presidents with stronger 
job growth, lower unem-
ployment, higher GDP 
growth and higher stock 
market gains.

Don’t let hateful gov-
ernance blind you to the 
truth.

Stephen Menard, 
Shawano

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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COURT NEWS
• Cassandra M. Hilliard, 

36, Plainfield, pleaded no 
contest Aug. 3 to posses-
sion of methamphetamine. 
Judge William Kussel Jr. 
withheld sentencing and 
placed her on 18 months of 
probation with conditions.

• Brendan T. Hoover, 26, 
Wausau, pleaded no contest 
Aug. 4 to felony bail jump-
ing. Kussel levied a fine and 
sentenced him to 180 days 
in county jail.

• Allen J.M. Schroeder, 
44, Gresham, pleaded guilty 
Aug. 5 to three counts of 
felony bail jumping and two 
misdemeanor charges of 
disorderly conduct. Kussel 
levied fines and court costs 
and sentenced him to 240 
days in county jail.

• Misael Portillo, 37, 
Waukesha, pleaded no 
contest Aug. 6 to misde-
meanor charges of battery 
and disorderly conduct. Two 
related felony charges were 
dismissed but read into the 
record in a plea agreement. 
Kussel withheld sentencing 
and placed him on two years 
of probation with conditions.

• Troy D. Crowe, 54, a 
Neopit man serving a sen-
tence at Dodge Correctional 
Institution, pleaded no con-
test Aug. 6 to possession of 
THC (second or subsequent 
offense). Kussel sentenced 
him to 12 months in prison 
followed by two years of 
extended supervision with 
conditions.

• Rodney G. Reed, 35, 
Green Bay, pleaded no con-
test Aug. 5 to possession of 
THC (second or subsequent 
offense). Kussel levied fines 
and court costs and sen-
tenced him to 180 days in 
county jail.

• Derek J. Wilke, 39, 
Keshena, was charged Aug. 
3 with threatening to cause 
bodily harm to certain indi-
viduals involved with a court 
or legal system, four counts 
of felony bail jumping and a 
misdemeanor count of disor-
derly conduct. Kussel set a 
$1,500 cash bond. In a sep-
arate file, Wilke was charged 
with two more counts of 
felony bail jumping and a 
misdemeanor count of retail 
theft. Kussel set a $1,500 
cash bond and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing in both 
cases for Aug. 7.

• Shayleece N. Miller, 26, 
Shawano, was charged Aug. 
3 with felony bail jumping 
and three counts of misde-
meanor bail jumping. Kussel 
set a $1,500 cash bond and 
scheduled a status confer-
ence for Sept. 1.

• Michael J. Munson, 42, 

Gresham, was charged Aug. 
3 with three counts of felony 
bail jumping and a misde-
meanor count of resisting or 
obstructing an officer. Kus-
sel set a $2,500 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for Aug. 12.

• Amanda V. Sandvick, 
45, Milwaukee, was charged 
July 22 with second-degree 
reckless endangering safety, 
taking and driving a vehicle 
without consent and felony 
bail jumping. Kussel issued 
a bench warrant for her ar-
rest Aug. 4 after she failed 
to appear for her scheduled 
initial appearance.

• Justin T. Okimosh, 34, 
Shawano, was charged July 
2 with three counts of felony 
bail jumping. Kussel set a 
$2,000 signature bond on 
Aug. 5. He was charged July 
15 with another four counts 
of felony bail jumping, and 

Kussel set a $3,000 signa-
ture bond Aug. 5. The judge 
scheduled a status confer-
ence in both cases for Sept. 
30.

• Leland J. Okimosh, 38, 
Oshkosh, was charged Aug. 
6 with two counts of felony 
bail jumping, four counts of 
misdemeanor bail jumping, 
and misdemeanor counts of 
battery and disorderly con-
duct. Kussel set a $1,000 
cash bond Aug. 7 and sched-
uled a preliminary hearing 
for Aug. 11.

• Ryan S. Hansen, 37, 
Shawano, was charged Aug. 
7 with four counts of felony 
bail jumping and misde-
meanor counts of intention-
ally mistreating animals 
and intentionally failing to 
provide food for an animal. 
Kussel set a $1,000 cash 
bond. In a separate file, 
Hansen was charged with 

possession of methamphet-
amine, six counts of felony 
bail jumping, and misde-
meanor counts of posses-
sion of THC and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Kus-
sel set a $2,500 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing in both cases for 
Aug. 14.

• Samantha N. Jensen, 
28, Shawano, was charged 
Aug. 7 with chronic child ne-
glect with the consequence 
of great bodily harm, posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
three counts of misdemean-
or bail jumping and a misde-
meanor count of possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Kus-
sel set a $3,000 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for Aug. 14.

PUBLIC RECORD
SHAWANO COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT

Aug. 9
Deputies responded to 

51 incidents, including oper-
ating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated near East Green 
Bay and Waukechon streets 
in Shawano; two reports of 
failure to report to jail at the 
Huber Work Release Center, 
1240 Engel Drive, Shawa-
no; suspicious activity near 
state Highway 47-55 and 
County Road A in the Town 
of Wescott; trespassing on 
Labutzke Drive in the Town of 
Washington; six 911 calls; 
11 traffic stops; two reck-
less driving incidents; three 
traffic hazards; three welfare 
checks; two crashes, both 
involving deer.
Aug. 8

Deputies responded to 
64 incidents, including oper-
ating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated near Curt Black 
Road and Lake Drive in the 
Town of Wescott; three noise 
disturbances on Lake Drive 
in the Town of Wescott; tres-
passing at The Novitiate, 
W9711 Butternut Road, 
Town of Herman; seven 911 
calls; 21 traffic stops; four 
reckless driving incidents; 
two welfare checks; two 
crashes.
Aug. 7

Deputies responded to 

54 incidents, including iden-
tity theft on County Road 
MMM in the Town of Rich-
mond; fraud at the county 
jail, 405 N. Main St., Shawa-
no; fraud on Bluebird Road 
in the Town of Wittenberg; 
theft on Chestnut Road in 
the Town of Maple Grove; 
harassment at Homme 
Home, 604 S. Webb St., Wit-
tenberg; illegal burning on 
Pheasant Lane in the Town 
of Aniwa; 10 911 calls; 13 
traffic stops; three reckless 
driving incidents; one traffic 
hazard; one welfare check; 
two crashes.
Aug. 6

Deputies responded to 
60 incidents, including sus-
picious activity on Home-
wood Avenue in the Town of 
Wescott; sexual assault on 
Meisner Road in the Town 
of Fairbanks; burglary on 
Strauss Road in the Town 
of Wescott; automobile 
theft and property theft on 
County Road BE in the Town 
of Waukechon; harassment 
on South Ellms Street in 
Wittenberg; trespassing on 
Loon Lake Drive in the Town 
of Wescott; child abuse on 
County Road M in the Town 
of Grant; disorderly conduct 
at North Star Casino Resort, 
W12180 County Road A, 
Stockbridge Munsee jurisdic-
tion; theft on Mill Creek Road 
in the Town of Pella; illegal 
burning on West Campfire 

Road in the Town of Grant; 
fireworks on North Shore 
Drive in the Town of Wescott; 
a noise disturbance on 
Fischer Street in Gresham; 
disorderly conduct on Fox 
Lane in the Town of Wescott; 
drugs near state Highway 
29 and South Cecil Street in 
Bonduel; six 911 calls; sev-
en traffic stops; three reck-
less driving incidents; one 
traffic hazard; eight welfare 
checks; five crashes.
Aug. 5

Deputies responded to 
46 incidents, including sus-
picious activity on Cherry 
Road in the Town of Her-
man; a noise disturbance on 
South Pathfinder Circle in the 
Town of Wescott; drugs on 
Chrissie Circle in the Town of 
Washington; burglary on Val-
ley View Road in the Town of 
Pella; a disturbance on Elm 
Street in the Town of Red 
Springs; an animal bite on 
County Road C in the Town 
of Angelica; three 911 calls; 
12 traffic stops; two reck-
less driving incidents; two 
traffic hazards; five welfare 
checks.
Aug. 4

Deputies responded to 
49 incidents, including an 
animal bite on Derby Lane 
in the Town of Washington; a 
disturbance on County Road 
Q in the Town of Wittenberg; 
a scam on South Harrison 
Street in Wittenberg; a noise 

disturbance on South Path-
finder Circle in the Town of 
Wescott; 22 traffic stops; 
three reckless driving inci-
dents; one traffic hazard; 
one crash.
Aug. 3

Deputies responded to 
45 incidents, including five 
911 calls; 11 traffic stops; 
three reckless driving inci-
dents; three traffic hazards; 
four welfare checks; two 
crashes.

SHAWANO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Aug. 9
Officers responded to 25 

incidents, including assault 
at Sharona’s Bar, 111 S. 
Washington St.; an intoxicat-
ed person near Lakeshore 
Lanes, 210 N. Airport Drive; 
child abuse or neglect at a 
redacted location; trespass-
ing on South Union Street; 
one 911 call; 11 traffic 
stops; three welfare checks; 
one crash.
Aug. 8

Officers responded to 27 
incidents, including suspi-
cious activity on East Lieg 
Avenue; a noise disturbance 
near West Richmond and 
South Smalley streets; one 
911 call; 12 traffic stops; 
one reckless driving inci-
dent; two welfare checks.
Aug. 7

Officers responded to 34 
incidents, including two 911 

calls; 17 traffic stops; one 
welfare check; one crash.
Aug. 6

Officers responded to 49 
incidents, including theft on 
East Randall Street; disor-
derly conduct at Skateboard 
Park, 137 E. Elizabeth St.; 
harassment at Shawano 
Community Middle School, 
1050 S. Union St.; automo-
bile theft on Acorn Street; 
suspicious activity on South 
Union Street; harassment at 
Odisha House of Rest, 1330 
E. Green Bay St.; a distur-
bance on South Andrews 
Street; disorderly conduct 
at Dunham Sports, 1211 
E. Green Bay St.; four 911 
calls; 19 traffic stops; two 
traffic hazards; two welfare 
checks.
Aug. 5

Officers responded to 29 
incidents, including disorder-
ly conduct at American Ma-
rine, 830 E. Green Bay St.; 
theft at ThedaCare Medical 
Center, 100 County Road B; 
disorderly conduct at Skate-
board Park, 137 E. Elizabeth 
St.; one 911 call; 11 traffic 
stops; six welfare checks; 
one crash.
Aug. 4

Officers responded to 17 
incidents, including a vicious 
animal on South Lafayette 
Street; three traffic stops.
Aug. 3

Officers responded to 
47 incidents, including 

operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated near state 
Highway 47-55 and Frail-
ing Lane; a disturbance on 
Madison Way; trespassing at 
Franklin Park, 235 S. Wash-
ington St.; a disturbance 
on Military Road; a noise 
disturbance on South Lafay-
ette Street; OWI at Smalley 
Park, 211 N. Riverside Drive; 
suspicious activity on Prairie 
Street; four 911 calls; 18 
traffic stops; four welfare 
checks; one crash.
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longer accept stray dogs 
or cats from those that 
do not contribute, ac-
cording to the notice. The 
humane society has set a 
deadline of Nov. 1 to re-
turn contracts.

According to Nowak, 
municipalities have the 
statutory responsibility 
for handling stray ani-
mals in their jurisdiction. 
No formal discussions 
have taken place with 
Shawano County about 
�nancial support, she 
said.

“Over the past several 
years, Shawano Coun-
ty Humane Society has 
changed dramatically,” 
Nowak said. “Years ago, 
the shelter placed ap-
proximately 150 animals 
into homes each year, 

and euthanasia rates 
were signi�cantly higher. 
Today, our focus is on 
saving as many healthy 
and treatable animals 
as possible. Through ex-
panded medical care, 
foster programs, behav-
ior support and adoption 
initiatives, we now �nd 
homes for over 1,000 ani-
mals annually.”

In total, the humane 
society found homes for 
1,109 animals last year, a 
mix of stray and surren-
dered animals. However, 
during the same year, the 
humane society only re-
ceived $17,335.41 through 
the state’s statutory ap-
portionment for dog li-
cense fees. The rest of the 
costs have been funded 
to this point by private 

donors, community sup-
porters, businesses and 
foundations.

“While this transfor-
mation has been incred-
ibly positive for the ani-
mals and our community, 
it has also signi�cantly 
increased the cost of pro-
viding care,” Nowak said. 
“Veterinary treatment, 
medications, food, sta�-
ing, utilities, insurance 
and other operational 
expenses have all in-
creased, and we are car-
ing for far more animals 
than we did in the past.”

The humane society 
operates at an average 
cost of about $57,000 
monthly, according to the 
notice. In 2025, the hu-
mane society took in 578 
stray dogs and cats, but 

only 141 were reclaimed 
by owners during a �ve-
day hold period. That le¡ 
the remainder in the care 
of the humane society, 
which has to assume re-
sponsibility for rehabili-
tation and medical care.

“These agreements are 
intended to create a fair 
and sustainable partner-
ship between the mu-
nicipalities and the shel-
ter,” Nowak said. “They 
are not about generating 
pro�t; they are about en-
suring that stray animals 
continue to receive qual-
ity care while preserving 

the long-term ability of 
the humane society to 
provide these services.”

The notice reports that 
the humane society had to 
shell out $349,600 to care 
for stray animals in 2025, 
coming to about $800 per 
stray. Among the expenses 
were housing and daily 
care, spaying and neuter-
ing, rabies and other core 
vaccinations, microchip-
ping, any needed medi-
cal treatment, emergency 
veterinary care, adoption 
preparation and placement, 
as well as behavioral reha-
bilitation when needed.

“The proposed agree-
ments were developed 
a¡er reviewing our ac-
tual costs associated with 
caring for stray animals,” 
Nowak said. “They are 
designed to establish a 
transparent and equi-
table funding model that 
re£ects the true cost of 
providing this public 
service, rather than re-
lying almost entirely on 
charitable donations to 
cover expenses that are 
the responsibility of local 
governments.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

HUMANE, continued from page 1

www.newmedia-wi.com
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DOG DAYS OF SUMMER, 
FREE HEAT FOR WINTER

FETCH 
FREE HEAT

WITH THE 
PURCHASE OF 
QUALIFYING 

STOVES

*PLUS, this year, a portion of proceeds 
from all Freedom Stoves brand 

product sales will be donated to 
the Tunnel to Towers Foundation.

The best time to prepare for winter is while 
the dogs are still lounging in the sun.

*PLUS, this year, a portion of proceeds 
*This model 
qualifies for 

the charitable 
donation. 

PLUS

FREE 
TRIPLE PANE 

WINDOW 
UPGRADE

REQUIRES MINIMUM 
PURCHASE OF 
THREE NEW 

WINDOWS
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