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Wildfire 
smoke 
covers 

area

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Smoke from wildfires in Minnesota 
and Canada has moved into the area, 
leaving a dim haze across the state that 
can be seen in every direction.

The smoke has created unsafe air 
quality, and prompted the Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural Resources to issue a 
statewide alert.

Depending on where you live, the Air 
Quality Index is expected to reach the or-
ange level, unhealthy for sensitive groups 
– red, unhealthy for everyone – or purple, 
very unhealthy.

The unhealthy category includes 
Menominee, Oconto and Shawano 
counties.

Sensitive groups should avoid pro-
longed or heavy exertion, while every-
one should reduce prolonged or heavy 
exertion.

Smoke entered northern Wisconsin 
the night of July 14. Smoke will continue 
south-southwest, approximately reach-
ing a La Crosse to Janesville line by mid-
night July 15. Statewide impacts will be 
possible by 6 a.m. July 16. The heaviest 
smoke impacts, including the potential 
for Hazardous Air Quality Index, are 
expected across northwest Wisconsin, 
especially in communities along Lake 
Superior. Lake enhanced smoke concen-
trations will also be possible for commu-
nities near Lake Michigan.

Wildfire smoke contains fine particu-
late matter, tiny particles that can travel 
deep into the lungs and even enter the 
bloodstream. Exposure can worsen 
asthma and other chronic lung diseases, 
increase the risk of heart-related compli-
cations, and irritate the eyes, nose and 
throat, particularly among children, older 
adults, pregnant women and people with 
underlying health conditions.

“The impact of poor air quality can-
not be overstated,” said Tony Malik, MD, 
hospitalist for Aspirus Health, which 
has clinics and hospitals in Michigan’s 

Air quality alert 
issued for state

Ski Sharks smoke the competiton

The Shawano Ski Sharks battled the heat, humidity and smoke to perform July 15 on the shores of the Wolf River at Smalley Park in Sha-
wano. Over the course of the next four days, the team competed in the Wisconsin waterski championships, returning home with the state 
title in Division 2. For more information, turn to page 8.			                                                          GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Paradegoers  along the Pulaski Polka Days parade route July 19 were treated to sprays 
of water to cool them off during the hot afternoon. For more photos, turn to page 5.

Shawano County Park beachgoers made the 
most of the smoky conditions July 15. The 
smoke-filled sky created whiteout conditions 
throughout the area, eliminating any views of a 
blue sky or blue water. 
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CORRECTION
An article in the July 17 

edition incorrectly listed 
the title of a book about 
Lambert and Doris An-
derson’s early years in the 
Amazon. The book title is 
“God’s City in the Jungle.” 
We regret the error.

Snack sticks, curds pop up at Iola Car Show
Primal Eats, 
Lions Club 
set up shop

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

What do beef snack 
sticks and cheese curds 
have in common?

They were both big 
hits at this year’s Iola Car 
Show, thanks to an area 
business and a service 
organization.

Primal Eats, a craft 
meat smokehouse, restau-
rant and catering business 
on County Road VV be-
tween Gillett and Keshena, 
and the Wittenberg Lions 
Club returned as vendors 
to this year’s show, held 
July 9-11 in Iola. The event 
that typically draws more 
than 100,000 visitors.

Primal Meats took over 
a building that formerly 
housed an Iola Lioness 
Club food stand, while the 
Lions set up three trailers 
near the show’s tower.

David Kiedrowski of 
Primal Meats said the car 
show offers a great oppor-
tunity to get the word out 
about the business, which 
opened in May 2021.

“I believe this is our 
third or fourth year,” he 
said. “We brought our 
manufactured beef brisket 
snack sticks, because we 
are known for our brisket. 
We have a whole manu-
facturing plant for those 
snack sticks. We have our 
pulled pork that we make 
at the restaurant, so that’s 
another main item. We’re 
doing a fried bread pulled 
pork sandwich, and we’re 
also doing it on a pretzel 
bun.”

Kiedrowski said the car 
show is a chance to spread 
the word about Primal 
Eats.

“We’re part of a small 
community in Gillett, Wis-
consin,” he said. “From 

the beginning, we knew 
we had to be heavy into 

marketing. Our main fo-
cus is customer service 

and quality food. We try to 
provide that family-friend-
ly atmosphere. When we 
first opened our doors, 
we had a couple of piz-
zas, barbecue and a few 
sides. I think there were 
14 menu items. That’s it. 
On our first weekend, we 
sold out of everything. We 
had to go buy toasted ses-
ame seeds for some of our 
products.”

Primal Eats now sells 
its snack sticks in more 
than 2,000 grocery stores 
and convenience stores 
across the United States.

The business also re-
cently opened a grab-and-
go, AI-controlled retail 
store on County Road R 
north of Cecil.

“We have freezers and 
coolers,” Kiedrowski said. 
“You swipe your credit 
card, and it preauthorizes 
the charge. You go shop-
ping and nobody has to 
check you out.”

Besides sandwiches, 
Primal Eats also served 
cheese curds at this year’s 
show for the first time.

“We make our own 
cheese curds and source 
those locally and bread 
them ourselves,” Kied-
rowski said. “This is our 
first year of being able to 
offer those, and we’re so 
happy to be able to do 
those this year.”

While cheese curds 
were one of several items 
on Primal Eats’ menu at 
the car show, the business 
wasn’t competing with the 
Wittenberg Lions Club, 
which set up trailers about 
a mile away.

Club member Gary 
Thompson said the orga-
nization has brought its 
cheese curd trailers to the 
show since the 1970s.

“We’re one of the first 
food vendors they had 
here,” he said. “We just 
keep coming back, and 
it’s the largest fundraiser 
we have. As a rule, we 

probably net out between 
$10,000 and $11,000.”

Money raised from the 
sale of the curds is ear-
marked for several uses 
in the Wittenberg area — 
including $1,000 scholar-
ships awarded to up to 
five Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood High School gradu-
ating seniors, Wittenberg-
Birnamwood Nature 
Center, Special Olympics 
and a track meet that the 
club sponsors each spring.

Club members look for-
ward to returning to the 
show each year, according 
to Thompson.

“They’ve been good 
to us here, and it’s grow-
ing,” he said. “It’s like the 
second-largest car show 
in the United States.”

Club members showed 
up at this year’s show with 
three trailers.

“We always had at least 
two, but now, we’re going 
with a pre-breaded, fro-
zen curd. We bought this 
blue trailer with two freez-
ers in it, the white trailer 
is for supplies and all of 
our deep fryers are in this 
one.”

The club gets its cheese 
curds from Nasonville 
Dairy, near Marshfield, 
and switched to pre-
breaded curds from Na-
sonville Dairy about three 
years ago.

“When Bletsoe Cheese 
out of Little Chicago went 
out of business, we lost 
that outlet,” Thompson 
said. “We used to do the 
breading ourselves, but 
that takes a lot more help. 
We have an older club, 
so we don’t have a lot of 
young help.”

Thompson said the club 
focuses on selling cheese 
curds for a good reason.

“It’s Wisconsin,” he 
said. “Everybody loves 
them. If you get out of Wis-
consin, they don’t know 
what a cheese curd is. We 
were down in Kansas City, 
Missouri, one time and we 
stopped at this car repair 
shop, and I said, ‘Oh, we 
sell cheese curds.’ He said, 
‘What the heck is a cheese 
curd?’ I sent that guy a 
package, and he texted 
me back and said, ‘Those 
things are addictive. I was 
going to have a couple be-
fore supper and ate the 
whole bag.’”

seubert4@gmail.com

Aloysius Waub, of Keshena, prepares large pieces of fried bread July 9 in the Primal Eats 
booth at the Iola Car Show. � GREG SEUBERT



Warm beer and lousy 
service are back in a 
northern Oconto County 
community.

That tongue-in-cheek 
business slogan for the 
Long Branch Saloon dis-
appeared in January 2025 
after a fire destroyed the 
bar and grill at 17901 State 
Highway 32, Townsend.

Co-owners Eric Branch 
and his cousin, Kelly 
Branch, rebuilt the busi-
ness from scratch and a 
new and improved saloon 
opened its doors to cus-
tomers Feb. 1 of this year.

Kelly Branch helps run 
the business from her 
Colorado home while Eric 
Branch is a fixture at the 
tavern, which has been in 
the family for years and 
has been a staple of the 
community for more than 
a century.

Eric Branch moved to 
Townsend from Colorado 
to take over the bar in July 
2021 and was closing the 
bar Jan. 19, 2025.

“It was the coldest day 
of the year, 12:30 in the 
morning,” he said. “We had 
a space heater in a crawl-
space to thaw the water 
lines for the bathrooms.”

The malfunctioning 
space heater caught fire 
and the flames quickly 
spread to the rest of the 
building.

“I went downstairs and 
turned the space heat-
ers off,” Branch said. “We 

went outside and were 
ready to leave and my 
bartender said she saw 
smoke. I went downstairs 
and saw the fire.”

The loss of the tavern 
had an impact on the un-
incorporated community, 
according to Branch.

“It hurt,” he said. “This 
town is very tight and ev-
erybody helps.”

Branch said his plan 
was to rebuild the tavern, 
a process that took only 
seven months once work 
began.

“My insurance compa-
ny was the best I’ve ever 
dealt with in my life,” he 
said. “I actually sided it 
and framed the windows 
and doors myself. That’s 
what I did for a career for 
30 years.”

The Long Branch re-
opened Feb. 1, a little more 
than a year after the fire.

“Everybody kept saying, 
‘When are you opening? 
When are you opening? 
When are you opening?’” 
Branch said. “It was the 
Sunday before the Super 

Bowl. It was a big deal and 
we were very busy. Every-
body wanted to see the 
shiny new toy.”

The rebuild allowed 
Branch to increase the 
size of the tavern.

“It’s almost twice the 
size,” he said. “We went 
from 30 stools to 50 stools. 
There’s a pool table and 
more parking. Every-
thing’s bigger.”

One thing he didn’t ex-
pand was the food. The 
Long Branch’s only menu 
item is frozen pizzas, 

which are available in sev-
eral varieties for $13.

“I’m not doing that,” he 
said. “It’s too much work. 
I have the best frozen 
pizzas.”

The rebuilt tavern al-
lows Branch to keep the 
business in the family.

Kelly Branch’s parents 
– Eric Branch’s aunt and 
uncle – owned the bar 
from 1992 to 2021. Prior 
to that, it was known as 
Buck’s Fort and owned by 
Kelly Branch’s mother’s fa-
ther, Buck Iskowitsch. The 

Iskowitch family opened 
the tavern and ran it un-
til Kelly Branch’s parents 
took it over in 1992.

Eric Branch said the 
area is an ideal place to 
run a business like his.

“No stop signs, no stop-
lights,” he said. “I like it. 
I have a very good local 
crowd. I’ve never had a 
problem with that.”

Branch said he’s glad to 
be back in business.

“I’m glad to have a job 
again,” he said. “I was 
ready to have fun again.”
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Townsend’s Long Branch Saloon 
rises from the ashes

Tavern 
reopens 
following 
blaze in 
January 

2025
By GREG SEUBERT

Correspondent

Long Branch Saloon co-owners Kelly Harris and Eric Branch stand outside the saloon earlier this year after it was rebuilt and reopened following a fire in 
January 2025.� KELLY HARRIS

Enjoy 
Fun and Games at 

www.newmedia-wi.com
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FRANCIS ‘RIC’ STEFFECK
Francis Richard ‘Ric’ 

Ste� eck, 79, of Mayville, 
passed away unexpect-
edly July 11, 2026, while 
camping on his property 
on the farm he grew up 
on near Spruce.

Ric was born March 
15, 1947, to Victor and Su-
zanne Ste� eck in Oconto 
Falls. He graduated from 
Oconto Falls High School 
before getting his de-
gree in agronomy from 
University of Wisconsin-
River Falls. At UW-River 
Falls, Ric was a four-year 
starter and letter winner 
on the football team.

Following gradua-
tion, he married Marga-
ret (Peg) McGuan and 
would have celebrated 
their 55th wedding anni-
versary July 31. A� er get-
ting married, Ric and Peg 
moved to Columbus, and 
then to Mayville where 
they raised their three 
kids. He began working 
for FS and later went on 
to work for Terra, where 
he held several manage-
ment roles throughout 
the 1980s and 1990s. He 
� nished his career work-
ing for Gundrum Broth-
ers/Helena while always 
servicing southeastern 
Wisconsin farmers.

Ric was a parishioner 
of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Mayville and 
a Knight of Columbus for 
nearly 50 years as a char-
ter member. He served as 
grand knight during that 
time as well.

Ric had several pas-
sions. He loved deer 
hunting on the family 
farm in Spruce. He was 
a passionate Green Bay 
Packers fan and owner, 
quoting Vince Lombardi 
until the end.

He loved watching 
his granddaughters play 
college basketball. De-
spite being in Florida, he 
never missed a game, of-
ten holding two phones 
watching each of them 
play at the same time. 
He was also a big fan of 
his grandson, Max, and 
followed his soccer suc-
cess in Washington. He 
enjoyed his annual snow-
bird trips to North Fort 
Myers where he and Peg 
spent the last 15 winters 
together and where he 
was twice crowned club 
shu�  eboard champion. 
During retirement, he 
took up painting, whit-
tling and even carved a 
few bears from logs with 
a chainsaw.

Ric also loved traveling 
to see his family around 
the world. He especially 
liked going to see Peg’s 
family in Waterville, 
Maine, and was working 
on plans to get back there 
soon.

He also enjoyed vis-
iting his children when 
they lived in various plac-
es like New Jersey; Kan-
sas City, Missouri; Guada-
lajara, Mexico; Belmopan, 
Belize; Seattle/Leaven-
worth, Washington; and 

Colorado; where he 
would embrace local cul-
tures and scenery.

He is survived by his 
wife, Peg; his siblings, 
Patricia (Gene) Sager, 
Joan Denis, Victor Stef-
feck and Robert (Selina) 
Ste� eck; his children, 
Michael (Nicole), Dan-
iel and Elizabeth; his 
grandchildren Samantha 
(Jack) Serbousek, Ash-
ley (Brendan) Sullivan 
and Max Spiegel; broth-
ers-in-law, Frank (Sue) 
McGuan, Mike (Denise) 
McGuan, David McGuan, 
Greg (Tami) McGuan, 
Gary Jenko; and sisters-
in-law, Jean (Steve) Pet-
ley, Nancy (Nate) Weeks, 
Cathy (Pete) Durette, 
Maggie McGuan; as well 
as many other relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
mother- and father-in-
law; siblings, James, 
Cherie, Thomas; and his 
brothers-in-law, Patrick 
McGuan and Marc Denis.

A memorial Mass of 
Christian Burial took 
place Thursday, July 
23, 2026, at 1 p.m. at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Mayville.

Burial will be held July 
25 in Spruce at the Pine 
Hill Cemetery at 11 a.m.

At noon, there will be 
a celebration held at the 
Blue Spruce Tavern in 
downtown Spruce.

In lieu of � owers, me-
morials may be directed 
to the St. Mary’s Knights 
of Columbus Chapter 
8817 or to St. Mary’s 
School in Mayville.

Koepsell Funeral 
Home in Mayville is serv-
ing the family. 

www.koepsellfh.com

NANCY J. WIRTZ
Nancy J. Wirtz, 72, 

Oconto Falls, passed away 
surrounded by family 
and friends on Monday, 
July 13, 2026, at St. Mary 
Hospital, Green Bay. The 
daughter of Joseph and 
Genevieve (Brusky) Sin-
clair was born July 8, 1954, 
in Green Bay.

Nancy graduated from 
Pulaski High School with 
the class of 1972. On Nov. 
8, 1997, she married Eu-
gene Wirtz at Assumption 
BVM Church in Pulaski.

Throughout her work-
ing years, Nancy was em-
ployed at Northern Shoe 
for three years, Carver 
Boat for 15 years, Pu-
laski State Bank for three 
years, Georgia-Paci� c for 
18 years and Bay Tech 
for three years. In addi-
tion, she tended bar part-
time for 15 years at Joe’s 
Place, The Shuttle and The 
Homestead.

Nancy was an avid 
bowler who also enjoyed 
traveling, cooking, bak-
ing and spending time 
with her family and 
friends. She had a spe-
cial love for polka music, 
especially the music of 
Chad Przybylski and the 

Polka Rhythms. Nancy 
also enjoyed playing the 
humstrum and was af-
fectionately known as the 
“Humstrum Queen.”

Survivors include 
her husband, Eugene; a 
daughter, Heidi (Neal) 
Christensen; stepdaugh-
ter, Carrie Nole (special 
friend Dan); grandsons, 
Rider Christensen (special 
friend Claire) and Mason 
Christensen; step-grand-
children, Olivia Nole and 
Alec Nole; brothers- and 
sisters-in-law: Bonnie Sin-
clair, Sandy Price, Mardell 
Wirtz, Roger Wirtz, David 
(Gail) Wirtz, Fran Stewart, 
Laurie (Gregg) Leanna, 
Kathy (Bob) Christianson 

and Chuck (Lisa) Wirtz; 
and many nieces, neph-
ews and other family 
members.

In addition to her par-
ents, Joseph and Gene-
vieve, she was preceded in 
death by a stepdaughter, 
Audra Wirtz; father- and 
mother-in-law, Floyd and 
Eleanor Wirtz; a brother, 
Jerry Sinclair Sr.; broth-
ers-in-law, Bob Price and 
Jim Wirtz; and a sister-in-
law, Rose Ann Wirtz.

Friends are invited to 
gather with family at As-
sumption BVM Church, 
119 E. Pulaski St., Pulaski, 
on Friday, July 24, from 9 
a.m. until noon. The funer-
al Mass will be celebrated 
at noon with the Rev. Wil-
liam Rooney, OFM, presid-
ing. Burial will take place 
in Kunesh Cemetery.

Nancy’s family would 
like to thank the entire 
third � oor ICU sta� , and 
the � � h � oor nurses at St. 
Mary’s for the exceptional 
care given to her.

Online condolences 
may be o� ered to Nancy’s 
family at www.marno-
chafuneralhome.com or 
on the Marnocha Funeral 
Home Facebook page.

OBITUARIES
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Nothing stops 
danicng, 

music, food, 
drink at 47th 

annual Pulaski 
Polka Days

LIVEwire enthusiasts crowd the stage on the 
July 16 opening night.
Kids collect candy and other treasurers along 
the parade route July 19.
Roasted corn on the cob was dipped in butter 
to the delight of roasted corn lovers.
Hannah Wolf dances with her son, Hugh, the 
afternoon of July 19.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Risk of tick bites strong in Shawano, Oconto counties
Tick kits offered 

by health 
department
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

The Town of Doty in 
Oconto County and the 
Town of Bartelme in Sha-
wano County are among 
several Wisconsin towns 
at the high-risk stage for 
tick activity.

Most of the rest of each 
county is in the moder-
ate-risk stage, according 
to TickZone, a free daily 
tick-risk forecast covering 
20,750 towns across 38 
states, combining Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention county Lyme 
incidence rates, satellite 
land cover for each town 
and daily weather (tem-
perature, humidity and re-
cent rainfall).

“Ticks need moisture 
and hosts. Their best habi-
tat is the edge, where for-
est meets open ground: 
leaf litter, brush, tall grass 
along trails, and the line 
where woods meet a yard 
or field. That is where deer, 
mice and the ticks that 
feed on them overlap,” said 
Nathan Burnett, founder 
of TickZone (https://tick-
zone.app). “Pavement and 
short, dry lawn are poor 
tick habitat, which is why 
risk tracks so closely with 
how wooded and broken-
up the land is.”

Wisconsin is one of the 
highest Lyme-risk states in 
the country, and Oconto 
and Shawano counties sit 

well up the list.
Oconto County ranks 

15th of Wisconsin’s 72 
counties with a reported 
Lyme incidence of 246.4 
per 100,000.

Shawano County ranks 
26th of 72 with an inci-
dence of 199.5 per 100,000.

Menominee County 
shows no reported cases, 
but Burnett cautions about 
reading too much into that 
number.

“It’s the smallest coun-
ty in the state, about 4,200 
people, and almost entire-
ly forest. With a population 
that small, zero reported 
cases means too few to 
report reliably, not an ab-
sence of ticks,” he said. 
“The blacklegged (deer) 
tick is established there, 
and the habitat is among 
the highest-risk in the 
region. I’d call Menomi-
nee under-counted, not 
low-risk.”

According to the Wis-
consin Department of 
Health Services, the num-
ber of tick bite-associated 
emergency department 
visits per 10,000 in north-
eastern Wisconsin is at 32 
for the week of July 6-12. 
The high this year was 73 
for the week of May 25-31.

Shawano Menominee 
Counties Health Depart-
ment offers these recom-
mendations when going 
outdoors.

• Wear long sleeves, 
long pants and socks.

• Use insect repellent.
• Heart clothes and gear 

treated with permethrin.
• Perform daily tick 

checks.
• Take a bath or 

shower after spending 
time outdoors.

“Stay to the center of 
trails, and do a tick check 
within a couple hours 
of coming inside,” Bur-
nett said. “A shower and 
a hot dryer cycle on your 

clothes both help.”
There are roughly 90 

tick species in the U.S., but 
only a handful bite peo-
ple and spread disease. 
In this area, the one that 
matters most is the black-
legged, or deer, tick, which 

carries Lyme and is estab-
lished across the area. The 
American dog tick is also 
present, mainly in grassy 
spots.

“The lone star tick, 
common in the South, 
has not established this 
far north yet, though it is 
moving northward over 
time, with the occasion-
al sighting in Wiscon-
sin, likely hitchhiking on 
birds,” Burnett said.

If you find a tick at-
tached to you, use fine-
tipped tweezers, grip it as 
close to the skin as pos-
sible and pull straight up 
with steady pressure. Do 
not twist it, burn it or coat 
it in anything.

“Clean the area, note 
the date, and watch for a 
rash or fever over the fol-
lowing weeks,” Burnett 
said. “Prompt, correct re-
moval is the single biggest 
thing in your favor.”

Not all tick bites result 
in Lyme disease, but that’s 
not because the ticks are 
clean.

“Up here, a large share 
of adult deer ticks do car-
ry the Lyme bacterium, 
so you should not count 
on any given one being 
harmless,” Burnett said. 
“The reasons a bite often 
doesn’t lead to Lyme are 
different. First, not every 
tick is a deer tick, and dog 
ticks don’t carry Lyme at 
all. Second, an infected 
deer tick generally has 
to stay attached 24 to 48 
hours to transmit. That’s 
why identifying the tick 
and removing it quickly 
matters so much.”

Wisconsin’s real risk 

window runs from about 
April through late fall, with 
two peaks, Burnett said.

Right now, mid-sum-
mer, is the peak for 
nymphs, the poppy-seed-
sized ticks that are hardest 
to spot and cause most of 
the bites that make people 
sick.

The second peak is 
adult deer ticks in Octo-
ber and November, which 
tends to catch hunters 
and hikers off guard after 
they’ve stopped thinking 
about it. Ticks go dormant 
in hard winter cold. A 
stray adult can appear on 
an unusually warm winter 
day, but that’s a minor ex-
ception, not something to 
plan around.

Burnett started Tick-
Zone this summer.

“A few things pushed 
me into it,” he said. “It’s 
been a record tick season, I 
kept running into the lone 
star tick turning up in new 
places, a tick I hadn’t even 
heard of until recently, 
and honestly, it’s personal, 
too. My younger brother 
got Lyme when we were 
younger. He was treated 
and he’s fine, but it stuck 
with me. I wanted people 
to be able to see the risk 
for their own town, not 
just a statewide number. 
It now pulls together CDC 
surveillance, land cover 
and daily weather across 
38 states.”

Readers can look up 
any town themselves for 
free with no signup re-
quired by visiting https://
tickzone.app.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

BY THE NUMBERS
Every TickZone community gets a single 0 to 100 tick-

risk score for the day, updated each morning. Low-risk 
scores are 0-33, moderate-risk scores are 34-66, and 
high-risk scores are 67-100.

TickZone provides a score that is a live daily reading 
that shifts with weather, so treat the following figures as 
a mid-July snapshot.
Oconto County
DOTY: (town) 74
TOWNSEND: (town) 65
ABRAMS: (town) 59
UNDERHILL: (town) 58
SURING: 56
BREED: (town) 55
HOW: (town) 55
MORGAN: (town) 55
RIVERVIEW: (town) 55
MOUNTAIN: (town) 54
GILLETT: 53
CHASE: (town) 53
LITTLE SUAMICO: (town) 
53
BAGLEY: (town) 52
STILES: (town) 52
LAKEWOOD: (town) 50
OCONTO FALLS: (town) 49
PENSAUKEE: (town) 49
GILLETT: (town) 47
MAPLE VALLEY: (town) 47
OCONTO FALLS: 46
BRAZEAU: (town) 45
OCONTO: (town) 42
OCONTO 41
SPRUCE: (town) 40
LITTLE RIVER: (town) 38
LENA: (town) 37
LENA: 31
Shawano County
BARTELME: (town) 68
GERMANIA: (town) 63
SENECA: (town) 63
ELAND: 61

TIGERTON: 61
RED SPRINGS: (town) 61
ANIWA: 60
ALMON: (town) 60
BIRNAMWOOD: (town) 60
FAIRBANKS: (town) 60
MORRIS: (town) 60
NAVARINO: (town) 60
ANIWA: (town) 59
HUTCHINS: (town) 59
BOWLER: 58
WITTENBERG: (town) 58
WAUKECHON: (town) 57
PELLA: (town) 56
WESCOTT: (town) 56
MATTOON: 55
GRANT: (town) 55
BELLE PLAINE: (town) 54
BIRNAMWOOD: 52
BONDUEL: 52
HERMAN: (town) 52
WITTENBERG: 51
GRESHAM: 50
LESSOR: (town) 49
SHAWANO: 48
GREEN VALLEY: (town) 47
HARTLAND: (town) 44
RICHMOND: (town) 44
WASHINGTON: (town) 44
ANGELICA: (town) 43
CECIL: 39
MAPLE GROVE: (town) 38
Menominee County
MENOMINEE (TOWN): 45

SOURCE: HTTPS://TICKZONE.APP

Bites, stings can lead to serious health issues
Summer means more 

time outdoors, but it also 
brings increased exposure 
to mosquitoes, bees and 
ticks.

While most insect bites 
and stings cause only mild 
irritation, some can lead to 
serious allergic reactions 
or illnesses such as Lyme 
disease. Aspirus nurse 
practitioner Bruce Ander-
son says knowing how to 
prevent bites and recog-
nize when medical care is 

needed can help keep out-
door adventures safe and 
enjoyable.

Anderson said bee and 
wasp stings can be espe-
cially dangerous for people 
with severe allergies. While 
most stings cause localized 
swelling, itching and dis-
comfort, a severe allergic 
reaction known as anaphy-
laxis can cause difficulty 
breathing or swallowing 
and requires immediate 
medical attention.

Ticks present a different 
concern, particularly black-
legged (deer) ticks, which 
can transmit the bacteria 
that causes Lyme disease. 
Anderson said many pa-
tients visit the clinic shortly 
after discovering a tick bite. 
Seeing patients early gives 
providers the opportunity 
to determine whether pre-
ventive treatment for Lyme 
disease is appropriate.

To help reduce the risk 
of insect bites, stings, and 

tick-borne illness, Ander-
son offers the following 
tips:

• Bug spray can help 
prevent bites from mos-
quitoes, flies, and other in-
sects while outdoors.

• Long-sleeved shirts, 
long pants and high socks 
can help reduce skin expo-
sure to insects and ticks. 
When walking through tall 
grass, tuck pants into socks 
whenever possible.

• After spending time 

outdoors, inspect yourself, 
children and pets for ticks. 
Early removal can reduce 
the risk of Lyme disease 
transmission.

• A rash, body aches, 
joint pain, fever or flu-
like symptoms after a tick 
bite or spending time out-
doors could indicate Lyme 
disease and should be 
evaluated by a healthcare 
professional.

• Difficulty breathing, 
swelling of the face or 

throat, or trouble swallow-
ing after a sting may indi-
cate anaphylaxis and re-
quires emergency medical 
attention.

“When Lyme disease 
is identified early, most 
people do well after treat-
ment,” Anderson said.

He added that some 
people may experience 
recurring symptoms and 
should follow up with a 
specialist if symptoms 
persist.
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Experts weigh in on gubernatorial race
Hong, Tiffany 
appear to be 

front-runners 
for November

By PETER CAMERON
The Badger Project

With an open slot for 
governor on the ballot 
in 2026, a large group of 
Democrats has jumped 
into the ring.

Francesca Hong, the 
Democratic socialist and 
Madison Assembly rep-
resentative, has narrow-
ly led most polling in a 
crowded Democratic field, 
with former Lt. Gov. Man-
dela Barnes close behind, 
though the majority of re-
spondents have said they 
don’t know who they will 
support.

Wisconsin Republicans 
likely have their candidate 
for governor, the MAGA-
aligned Northwoods Rep. 
Tom Tiffany, but state 
Democrats must choose 
from a handful of remain-
ing candidates in the pri-
mary election Aug. 11.

The last time Wiscon-
sin Democrats chose a 
gubernatorial candidate 
from a packed primary, in 
2018, they nominated the 
moderate Tony Evers, who 
went on to narrowly de-
feat the incumbent Scott 
Walker. Much has changed 
politically since then.

Can Hong win?
Democratic socialists 

across the country are on 
the rise, so it’s a question 
many in Wisconsin and 
beyond are asking.

Hong, the foul-mouthed, 
rhetorical bomb-thrower 

from Madi-
son, seems 
to take 
pleasure in 
flipping the 
bird to con-
servatives, 
which has 
delighted 
some Dem-
ocrats who 

say they want more fight 
from their party.

Her strong early polling 
has also drawn concern 
from others who think she 
is too extreme and thus a 
risky candidate to run in a 
swing state.

Some fear she has not 
done enough to position 
herself for the more mod-
erate voters outside of 
Madison she will need to 
win the state. While other 
prominent Democratic so-
cialists like New York May-
or Zohran Mamdani and 
Michigan Senate candi-
date Abdul El-Sayed have 
abandoned or even denied 
past support for defund-
ing the police, an incred-
ibly unpopular political 
position in Wisconsin and 
nationwide, Hong has 
not done so when given 
the opportunity. She has 
called for not only defund-
ing the police, but also 
abolishing it altogether.

Can Tiffany win?
The state GOP has ral-

lied around a candidate 
in Tiffany who is loudly 

and forc-
ibly pro-
D o n a l d 
Trump — 
so much 
that he 
was one 
of the few 
e l e c t e d 
R e p u b l i -

cans who tried to help 
him overturn the 2020 
election — in a year when 
the president is very un-
popular, in Wisconsin 
and nationally.

That tight association 
has given Tiffany a lot of 
baggage, said Ed Miller, a 
political science profes-
sor emeritus at UW-Ste-
vens Point.

“Besides his challenge 
to the 2020 election, he 
has many votes for po-
sitions that have hurt 
farmers, middle class 
and poor voters,” Miller 
noted.

Like Hong, experts 
wonder if Tiffany is too 
extreme to win statewide.

“Tiffany hitched his 
wagon to Trump and 
voted with him down the 
line, to allow this insane 
tariff war that’s hurt-
ing Wisconsin farmers, 
to raise healthcare costs 
and make it harder to 
access care, to let this 
dumbass war in the Mid-
dle East continue no mat-
ter how much more we 
all pay at the pump,” said 
Joe Zepecki, a former 

Democratic strategist 
who now runs his own 
consulting firm.

“Tiffany made those 
choices, which is a little 
like choosing – on pur-
pose! – to run a marathon 
with an 800-pound an-
chor around your neck,” 
he wrote in an email.

Democrats nominat-
ing the wrong candidate 
could open a path to vic-
tory for him, said James 
Wigderson, a conserva-
tive, anti-Trump political 
writer.

“Barnes and Hong 
will allow him to do that 
while they are vulnerable 
to having their turnout 
numbers go down be-
cause they turn off more 
moderate voters while 
scaring (energizing) Tif-
fany voters,” he wrote in 
an online message to The 
Badger Project.

“Clearly, the only Dem 
candidate Tom Tiffany 
believes he even has a 
chance of beating is Fran 
Hong,” Zepecki added. 
“The political environ-
ment is brutal for Repub-
licans right now — and 
there is almost nothing to 
indicate it will get better.”

Party advantages
The Wisconsin GOP 

does have one thing go-
ing for it, said Aaron 
Weinschenk, a political 
science professor at UW-
Green Bay, in an email.

Unlike the Democrats, 
they aren’t having “a 
long, protracted primary 
battle,” he wrote. “It’s ba-
sically been Tiffany for a 
while now, and he doesn’t 
have to spend time (or 
resources) winning a pri-
mary. We’re already see-
ing plenty of ads for him 
on social media and tele-
vision (and he’s therefore 
getting information out 
there to voters).”

Most of the political 
wind is blowing at the 
sails of the Democrats, 
many experts say.

Midterm elections 
usually favor the party 
out of power, Heim said. 
Juicing the numbers this 
year could be the Repub-
lican president’s severe 
unpopularity.

“But the Democrats do 
have some history of oc-
casionally grasping defeat 
from the jaws of victory,” 
Heim wrote. “If they, as 
it now appears, continue 
to move further left, that 
may be a formula for Tif-
fany’s better chances of 
success this fall. But he 
also needs to move to-
wards the center and 
downplay his MAGA side.

“There may be more 
surprises in the fall than 
normal, giving him more 
of a chance, but as of now? 
I would put my moneyon 
the odds that would seem 
to favor the Democratic 
candidate for governor.”

The final stretch
Two of the seven Dem-

ocratic gubernatorial 
candidates have dropped 
out so far and endorsed 
current Lt. Gov. Sara 
Rodriguez.

That leaves, at least for 
now, Rodriguez, Barnes, 
state Sen. Kelda Roys of 
Madison, former Sec-
retary of the Wisconsin 
Department of Adminis-
tration Joel Brennan and 
Hong.

Rodriguez won a straw 
poll at the Democratic 
Party of Wisconsin’s state 
convention in June, with 
Hong close behind. That 
poll of hardcore activists 
was not predictive the 
last time it happened in 
2018. Roys finished first 
and the eventual primary 
winner, while Evers fin-
ished third.

Tiffany is not running 
unopposed in the Re-
publican primary. Andy 
Manske, an unorthodox, 
political rookie and a 
27-year-old medical ser-
vices technician from the 
Milwaukee area, is also 
on the ballot. He faces 
long odds to defeat the 
congressman, who has 
millions in the bank and 
the support of the Repub-
lican establishment, in-
cluding the president.

The Badger Project is an 
independent news nonprofit in 

Wisconsin.

FRANCESCA 
HONG

TOM TIFFANY
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The Shawano Ski Sharks battled heat, humidity and smoky conditions to perform July 15 on 
the shores of the Wolf River at Samlley Park in Shawano. On July 16-19, the team competed 
in the state water ski championships and returned home with a Division 2 state title.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Ski Sharks win
D2 state title

The Shawano Ski 
Sharks racked up 1,374.88 
points and earned the Di-
vision 2 state title at the 
2026 Wisconsin Water Ski 
Show Championship held 
July 16-19 at Lake Wazee-
cha in Wood County.

The Ski Sharks earned 
first place in the Dock and 
Equipment Personnel, 
Tow Boat Driving, Overall 
Show, Doubles and Pyra-
mid categories.

Ryan Strachan was 
named Most Valuable 
Male.

Second place was 

earned in Showman-
ship, Barefoot, Jump and 
Swivel.

A third-place award 
was earned in Sound Crew 
Total and Ballet.

Fourth-place finishes 
were earned in the cat-
egories of Production and 
High Individual Club Act.

Shawano placed fifth in 
the Pick-Up Boat Crews.

Celebrating 50 years 
this summer, the Ski 
Sharks perform Wednes-
day evenings through Aug. 
19 on the shores of the 
Wolf River at Smalley Park 

in Shawano. The pre-show 
begins at 5:30 p.m., with 
the show getting under-
way at 6 p.m.

Shows are always free 
to the public; however, do-
nations are appreciated. 
Concessions are offered 
on-site at every show 
(cash only). Bottled water, 
soda, sports drinks, burg-
ers, brats and popcorn are 
all for sale. Raffle tickets 
are available at each show.

Bleacher seating is 
available. Many people 
also bring lawn chairs or 
blankets.

Cecil tops Pulaski 
for third straight 

Dairyland win

Wins are starting to add 
up for Cecil’s Dairyland 
League baseball team.

The Mudhens headed 
to Pulaski on July 17 and 
returned home following 
their third straight win, a 
9-8 10-inning victory over 
the Reds.

Cecil 9, Pulaski 8 (10 
inn.)

The Mudhens moved 
into sole possession of 
fourth place in the Dairy-
land standings with the 
win.

Both teams got off to a 
fast start in the first inning. 
Cecil left the bases loaded 
without scoring, while Pu-
laski took a 3-0 lead.

The Mudhens bounced 
back in the second in-
ning. Reese Stoltenow and 
Easton Engel had two-out 
singles, and Garrett Engel 
walked to load the bases. 
Noah Beilfuss came up 
with one of his three hits 
in the game as the Mud-
hens cut the lead to 3-2.

Cecil took the lead 
in the third inning, as 
Braden Uelmen and Ma-
son Meverden singled. 
Isaac Boldt’s double to left 
field tied the game at 3-3, 
and Trace Brehmer drew 
a walk to load the bases. 
Stoltenow and Easton En-
gel drove in runs with sac-
rifice fly balls, and Garrett 
Engel’s double gave the 
Mudhens a 6-3 lead head-
ing into the fourth inning.

Pulaski came up with 
a run in the bottom of 
the fifth inning, but three 
walks and a Brody Hart-
man single led to a run 
in the next inning for the 
Mudhens.

Pulaski tied the game 
with two runs in the 
sixth inning and one in 
the eighth, and the teams 
headed into extra innings 
tied at 7-7.

Cecil scored a pair of 
runs in the top of the 10th 

inning after Garrett Engel 
led off the inning with a 
seven-pitch walk and Beil-
fuss and Hartman singled 
to load the bases. Engel 
scored on a wild pitch, and 
Meverden drove in Cecil’s 
final run on a deep fly ball 
to center field.

Pulaski came up with 
a run in the bottom of the 
10th inning of a game that 
lasted four hours.

Hartman picked up the 
win on the mound, and the 
save went to Meverden.

Marinette 12, Nava-
rino 2 (7 inn.)

Sean Christiansen 
pitched a complete game 
to help give the Redbirds a 
win over the Rangers July 
19.

Waupaca 14, Nichols 
6

Waupaca scored at least 
one run in each inning in 
a win on the Nitros’ home 
field July 19 as the Lake-
men outhit the home team 
15-9.

Waupaca opened the 
scoring with two runs 
in the top of the first in-
ning and one more in the 
second.

Brendan Canterbury’s 
two-run home run in the 
fourth inning gave the 
Lakemen a 5-0 lead, but 
Nichols scored three times 
in the bottom of the in-
ning. Nick Volz and Javon 
Leisgang hit solo home 
runs.

Waupaca answered 
with Jason Ellie’s two-run 
home run in the sixth in-
ning and Canterbury 
added his second homer 
– a three-run shot – in the 
seventh.

Leisgang and Volz each 
had two hits to lead Nich-
ols at the plate and Leis-
gang took the loss after 
giving up 10 hits and 12 
runs. Winning pitcher Cam 
Seidl scattered seven hits 
and four runs over seven 
innings while striking out 
10 batters.

Canterbury and A.J. 

McDonald each had three 
of Waupaca’s 15 hits.

Bonduel 11, Hofa Park 
0 (8 inn.)

The Broncos picked up 
a road win July 19 over the 
Panthers behind Jett Thiel-
ke’s win on the mound that 
included 18 strikeouts and 
one hit over seven innings.

Adam Frost, Easton Re-
inke, Jack Reinke, Brooks 
Hartlaben and Cooper 
Campshure each had two 
hits for Bonduel, while 
Beckett Hartlaben scored 
four runs. Easton Reinke 
had a three-run home run 
and drove in a team-high 
six runs.

Navarino 9, Nichols 6
Nichols fell to the Rang-

ers on July 17 despite hav-
ing a 9-8 advantage in hits.

Will Debrune led Nich-
ols with three hits, includ-
ing a home run in the 
ninth inning.

Navarino opened the 
scoring in the fourth in-
ning on Mason Dingle-
dein’s solo home run.

Nichols tied the game in 
the sixth inning on a single 
from Marcus Jens and an 
error.

The Rangers came up 
with six runs on three hits 
in the bottom of the sixth 
inning to take an 8-2 lead. 
Ryan Boettcher drove in a 
pair of runs with a single.

Debrune’s three-run 
homer in the top of the 
ninth cut the lead to 9-6.

Winning pitcher Spen-
cer Dauphinee held the 
Nitros to three hits and 
two runs over five innings, 
while Cade Johnson took 
the loss for Nichols.

Boettcher, Dingleden 
and Owen Weber each had 
two hits for Navarino.

Hortonville 12, Bon-
duel 2 (8 inn.)

Hortonville handed 
Bonduel its second Dairy-
land loss July 15 in a re-
scheduled game.

Big ninth inning lifts Wittenberg over Tigerton in BABA

A big ninth inning gave 
Wittenberg’s Badger Ama-
teur Baseball Association 
team a come-from-behind 
win, as the Pilots defeated 
Tigerton 15-14 July 17 in 
Wittenberg.

West Division
Wittenberg 15, Tiger-

ton 14
Wittenberg scored 10 

runs in the bottom of the 
ninth inning for a win 
over the Tigers and im-
proved to 8-2 in division 
play.

East Division
Gresham 14, Marion 9
Nate Ejnik and Mike 

Pecore each had four hits 
to lead the Gophers over 
the Meisters on July 17 in 
a rescheduled East Divi-
sion game.

Wyatt Nietzer added 

three hits for Gresham, 
while Crew Weisnicht and 
Lukas Pecore had two 
each.

Mitch Elandt led Mari-
on with three hits.

Paul Murphy picked up 
the win on the mound and 
Blake Weatherwax took 
the loss.

New London 12, Clin-
tonville 2 (7 inn.)

The Irish built an 8-0 
lead thanks to seven-run 

second inning and cruised 
to a 10-run win over the 
A’s at Don Jirschele Field 
in Clintonville, a game 
that was rescheduled 
from July 17 to July 19.

New London outhit the 
A’s 11-1 and Mike Helsten 
picked up the win on the 
mound.

Colby Schmude scored 
three times, hit a home 
run and drove in three 
runs for the Irish.

North Division
Birnamwood 7, Eland 

3
Birnamwood defeat-

ed the Engineers in the 
Kings’ final home game of 
the regular season at Ri-
vertronics Stadium.

Hatley 12, Crandon 5
Hatley outhit the Ken-

tucks 15-8 in Hatley.
Kodie Kocher led the 

Braves with four hits, 
while Sam Meerstein had 

three and Ben Cunliffe 
and Braxton Olson added 
two each.

Cole Kupfer and Tyler 
Sprink led Crandon with 
two hits each.

Cunliffe picked up the 
win, and Curtis Paschen 
took the loss.

Antigo/Polar at 
Aniwa

Results not reported.

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

DAIRYLAND,              
continued on page 10

BABA, continued on page 10
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West Division
Little Falls 15, Caro-

line 2
Little Falls held on to 

first place in the West 
Division standings with 
a home win over the 
Cougars.

Plover 13, Leopolis 1
The Pterodactyls made 

the long drive to Leopolis 
July 19 and returned home 
following a win over the 
Bulldogs.

Plover scored eight of 
its 13 runs in the top of the 
ninth inning. Kevin Jas-
tromski led the Pterodac-
tyls at the plate with three 
of the team’s 14 hits. He 
also drove in four runs on 
a three-run single in the 
eighth inning and an RBI 
single in the ninth.

Plover didn’t score until 
Brady Houston’s two-run 
single in the eighth inning.

Ryan Malveg had three 

hits to lead Leopolis at the 
plate, and Brady Hannes 
drove in the Bulldogs’ only 
run.

Kaden Thauer picked 
up the win on the mound 
for Plover, and Jaden Stuhr 
took the loss despite strik-
ing out 18 batters in eight 
innings.

Scandinavia at Tilleda
Results not reported.
East Division
Menominee at 

Gresham
Gresham’s game with 

Menominee was cancelled 
due to smoky conditions 
and Menominee not hav-
ing enough players to field 
a team.

Weymont at Shawano
Results not reported.
July 22 schedule
South-Central Division: 

Scandinavia at Plover, 7 
p.m.

July 24 schedule

North Division: Hatley 
at Eland, 7 p.m. Elderon at 
Antigo/Polar, 7 p.m. East 
Division: Plover at Clin-
tonville, 7:30 p.m. South-
Central Division: Plover 
at Clintonville, 7:30 p.m.; 
Caroline at Weymont, 7 
p.m.; New London at Wit-
tenberg, 7:30 p.m. West 
Division: New London at 
Wittenberg, 7:30 p.m.; Car-
oline at Weymont, 7 p.m.

July 26 schedule (all 
games start at 1:30 p.m.)

North Division: Aniwa 
at Crandon; Birnamwood 
has bye. West Division: 
Tilleda at Leopolis; Gresh-
am at Tigerton; Little Falls 
has bye. East Division: 
Clintonville at Shawano; 
Gresham at Tigerton; 
Menominee at Plover; 
Marion at Scandinavia. 
South-Central Division: 
Menominee at Plover; 
Marion at Scandinavia.

BABA, continued from page 8

Hortonville pitchers 
Zander Locy and Marson 
Burrichter held the Bron-
cos to five hits, while the 
Stars got home runs from 
Logan Locy, Chris Atwood 
and Cage Kavanagh.

Chase Reinke, Adam 
Frost and Noah Weier each 
had a double for Bonduel, 
and Weier took the loss on 

the mound.
Hortonville at 

Shawano
Results not reported.
July 24 schedule
Nichols at Waupaca, 7 

p.m.
July 26 schedule (all 

games start at 1:30 p.m.)
Waupaca at Cecil; Pu-

laski at Bonduel; Hofa 

Park at Shawano; Horton-
ville at Navarino; Marinet-
te at Nichols.

Standings as of July 
16

Bonduel, 10-2; Horton-
ville, 10-2; Waupaca, 9-1; 
Cecil, 6-6; Shawano, 6-6; 
Navarino, 3-6; Hofa Park, 
3-8; Marinette, 3-8; Nich-
ols, 2-7; Pulaski, 3-9.

DAIRYLAND, continued from page 8

Cheering for the FIFA champions

Lauren and Kylie from Appleton cheer on Spain as Spain beat Argentina 1-0 in extra time in 
the FIFA World Cup 2026 at a watch party at Titletown in Green Bay on July 19.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Otter Run 

owner sees 
surprise 

mink visit
When Jon and I bought Otter Run in 

Townsend in 1993, it was advertised as 
87 acres on the Townsend Flowage. As 
recorded on the survey map, the prop-
erty is composed of three distinct par-
cels. Perfect. Ah, nothing’s perfect. Thirty 

acres of it is un-
derwater so only 
57 acres actually 
belong to us.

What? Yes. 
Thanks to Wis-
consin State Stat-
ute Chapter 28, if 
you are a U.S. citi-
zen, you own that 
acreage as much 
as we do. A foun-

dational principle rooted in the North-
west Ordinance of 1787, Chapter 28 was 
incorporated into the Wisconsin Consti-
tution in 1848.

Commonly known as the Public Trust 
Doctrine, the statute holds that navigable 
waters are “common highways and for-
ever free” for the use of all state residents 
and U.S. citizens, without tax, input or 
duty. The doctrine is administered by the 
state of Wisconsin and entrusts the state 
legislature with the primary duty to en-
force it.

Chapter 28 has never been an issue 
for us. When Oconto County lowered the 
Flowage in 2013 to repair the dam, Jon 
posted a sign on the lakebed: “Lots for 
Sale.” His silly sign drew some inquiries 
but no o� ers. All in good fun.

Seriously, an occasional boater dis-
embarks on our shoreline to relieve a 
full bladder or retrieve a wayward � sh-
ing lure caught in the brush instead of 
the mouth of a trophy bass. No worries. 
We have even helped solve the problem 
if asked.

Over the years, our shoreline has been 
the scene of some very interesting wood-
land creature behavior. One particularly 
relevant example involves Lee Stehula, 
a now-deceased cousin who lived next 
door. When Lee saw otters running up 
and down our dock, he suggested we call 
our piece of poor man’s paradise, Otter 
Run. Perfect.

Speaking of perfect, one encounter I’ll 
never forget came when I went to check 
out loud splashing sounds close to our 
dock. I arrived just in time to observe 
a huge muskie take a big northern pike 
out for lunch. The muskie played with 
his catch, then gulped it down and rolled 
over several times as if celebrating. I 
couldn’t help but laugh aloud.

Another occurrence we still see now 
and then is muskrats frolicking in the 
water. In spring, we watch for the musk-
rat mating ritual. This humorous activ-
ity of procreation always brings to mind 
the Captain and Tennille song, “Muskrat 
Love.”

One incident I wish I had witnessed 
happened over the Sunday of Fourth of 
July weekend. As is our custom, we went 
out on the pontoon a� er the boat tra�  c 
died down. I packed some snacks and 
� lled our cooler with adult beverages, 
chef salads, grilled bread, and brownies 
for dessert.

We prefer late a� ernoon boat rides that 
culminate with anchoring at our favorite 

KATHLEEN MARSH
COLUMNIST

‘Timeless Teachings’ to � ll 
Woodland Bowl with stories
Smithsonian partnership allows pageant to get materials needed for show

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

A summer tradition for the Menomi-
nee for the last 10 years returns again, but 
it will be doing so without its matriarch.

The Menominee pageant, where par-
ticipants tell stories through pantomime, 
dance and audio recordings, will be per-
formed July 29 at the Woodland Bowl 
in Keshena. This year’s show, “Time-
less Teachings,” and was written by the 
Menominee Pageant Players Guild. The 
show includes adapted versions of “A 
Sampling of Menominee Legends” from 
the Menominee Tribal Historical O�  ce 
and “The Legend of the Dells,” written by 
the late Theresa Wescott.

The pageant program, which was re-
vived in 2016 a� er decades of absence, 
received an added boost this year a� er 
it was recognized by the Smithsonian In-
stitution and added to its Festival of Fes-
tivals — the only Wisconsin event to get 
that honor.

The Smithsonian partnership, along 
with the Menominee Powwow Commit-
tee, the Wisconsin Arts Board and Tap-
root Artists and Community Trust, has al-
lowed the College of Menominee Nation 
to purchase new lights and special e� ects 
equipment, along with a sound system 
designated speci� cally for the pageants.

“Timeless Teachings” will be the � rst 
time the pageant players have put to-
gether a show without any input from its 
matriarch, Grace “Bea” Corn. She died 
in 2025 before that year’s pageant was 
performed. Dawn Wilbur, Corn’s daugh-
ter, recalled how excited her mother was 
when it was announced that the Menomi-
nee pageants would return with a request 
for materials from past pageants.

“Not long before that, my cousin and 
my uncle had all of my grandpa’s papers,” 
Wilbur said, noting that it was decided 
that those papers should be stored at 
Corn’s home. “Oddly enough, one of the 
� rst boxes that we went through had the 
pageant stu�  that my grandpa had back 
when he revived it years ago (in the late 
1950s). When my mom saw that call, she 
said, ‘They’re having a meeting. Will you 
come with me?’ She gathered some of the 
� les, and we came here to CMN. I could 
see the total excitement on Ryan (Winn) 
and Lloyd (Frieson)’s faces.”

Wilbur noted that, once the � les were 
looked at, the people involved with re-
viving the pageants knew their mission 
would be successful.

“They had some archives, and they 
knew it could be done.” Wilbur said. “For 
me, it’s important to continue this in her 
name, to continue to be here and be a 
part of it. Watching these younger ones 
come forward and put their energy into 
it is very promising to me, and I know it 
was for my mother, too.”

The Smithsonian collaboration also 
allows the pageant to hire three interns 
to help prepare for the pageant. Jeremi-
ah Moses Jr., who teaches Menominee 
language at Shawano Community High 
School, is serving as the coordinator for 
the Menominee language and the audio 
recordings. He said his main purpose in 
the position is to normalize speaking in 
the traditional tongue again.

“We were very intentional in the way 
we went about that,” Moses said. “I got 
a lot of freedom in how I was able to go 
about that, and I would consult with the 
group and make sure we were on the 
same page. We didn’t want to just reserve 
it to the areas of the play that are tradi-
tional stories and included language in 
the modern parts of the play, as well.”

Moses noted that being in the room 
with the actors when they were record-
ing their lines for the audio system al-
lowed him to make sure everybody was 

Dawn Wilbur performs a monologue during the 2025 Menominee Pageant production.
CONTRIBUTED

Grace “Bea” Corn, shown in a publicity photo for the original pageant productions, was the 
matriarch for the latest revival that started in 2016. She died in 2025. This year’s pageant, 
“Timeless Teachings,” will be dedicated to Corn and the work she put into pageants past 
and present. CONTRIBUTED TIMELESS, continued on page 12 MINK, continued on page 14
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THEME: 
CAMPING

ACROSS
1. Soapy enemy
5. Architect’s software, acr.
8. Professional number 
cruncher, acr.
11. Through, to a poet
12. Z, NATO phonetic 
alphabet
13. Garden pest
15. Chinese monetary unit
16. Sportscaster Andrews
17. Certain water birds
18. *Luxury camping
20. Scratch’s target
21. Same as coho
22. DNA transmitter
23. Explanation backed by 
evidence
26. Gottfried ____, calculus 
co-creator
30. R in rpm
31. Er on Periodic table
34. Bowling ball path
35. Arabic VIPs
37. .0000001 joule
38. Financial woes
39. Cecum, pl.
40. “Et tu, Brute?” speaker
42. Food morsel
43. Siren, e.g.
45. *____ camping, or 
camping without shelter
47. Siesta
48. “There it is,” ‡ Paris
50. Gold or frankincense or 
myrrh, e.g.
52. *Fire starter
55. American chameleon

56. Antioxidant-rich berry
57. New Mexico art colony
59. Nymph chaser
60. Nonclerical
61. Poet Pound
62. High school parent org.
63. Be off base
64. Ready for picking

DOWN
1. Eye infection
2. College party chant
3. Russia’s ____ Mountains
4. Western European city-
state
5. Collectible in a cabinet
6. Skirt shape
7. Animal waste
8. Chocolate candy, to a Brit
9. Essence
10. Marketing creations
12. Gentle breeze
13. Raspberry drupelets
14. *Like drinking water
19. Customs and conven-
tions
22. “Losing My Religion” 
band
23. *Leave no ____
24. Egyptian falcon god
25. Put out on a curb
26. Totes or tugs
27. Orient’s bigwig
28. Preface, e.g.
29. Piquant
32. *____ bag or ____ 
canister
33. Rage
36. *Waterproof cover (2 
words)
38. Funny
40. Large edible mushroom

41. Of low pH
44. Serve food at events
46. Restaurant staff mem-
ber
48. “The _____ of Wake-
field”
49. On the radio (2 words)
50. *Annoying biting fly

51. Tiny quantity
52. Leafy green
53. Like Hitler’s Germany
54. *Good Ol’ Raisins and 
Peanuts
55. Venomous snake
58. Greek letters on cam-
pus

speaking their lines with 
the correct Menominee 
pronunciation.

“Not everybody can 
read Menominee as it’s 
written down in the 
script,” he said.

Mary Mault is another 
intern who is handling 
the administrative side of 
things and assists stage 
manager Melinda Cook. 
Mault handles the sched-
uling for rehearsals and 
Zoom meetings, along 
with coordinating all the 
actors, dancers and other 
roles the pageant needs 
to be a success.

“I’m kind of more 
comfortable with what I 
do, because I’m not really 
an actor,” Mault said. “I 
kind of stay on the side-
lines, which I like.”

Cedar Fernandez is in-
terning to take the lead 
on set and prop designs. 
She said she’s working to 
make this show seem like 
a zoom into individual 

scenes with the spotlight 
bringing all the atten-
tion to the action. Having 
more materials helps to 
make that a reality.

“We’re looking at ex-
panding it more than we’ve 
done in previous years,” 
Fernandez said. “We’re 
still working through a lot 
of details yet, to be honest, 
though. As far as stage de-
sign, I’ve been around it, 
but I haven’t gone to this 
level of leadership on it.”

Winn, who teaches 
theater at CMN and has 
done extensive research 

on past pageants, is di-
recting the show again 
this year. He said that 

this year’s show is based 
off stories recommend-
ed by the Menominee 

Historical Museum to 
be told during the sum-
mer months. From those, 
the pageant players were 
able to get four stories, 
along with an original 
song about the sturgeon.

“They have values that 
anyone, Native or non-
Native, can benefit from 
hearing,” Winn said. “We 
tried to use those not only 
to perpetuate this wis-
dom but recognize, as we 
celebrate anniversaries 
and the passage of time, 
that wisdom remains.”

“Timeless Teachings” 
also marks another mile-
stone as the Menominee 
celebrate the 90th anni-
versary of the Woodland 
Bowl, known mainly as its 
arena for most of the out-
door powwows but origi-
nally started as a space to 
perform the Menominee 
pageants whenever the 
Keshena Fair was held.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

AT A GLANCE
WHAT: “Timeless Teach-
ings,” a Menominee 
pageant
WHEN: 9 p.m. July 29
WHERE: Woodland Bowl, 
W3002 Fairgrounds Road, 
Keshena
ADMISSION: Free, but any 
donations received will be 
used to fund next sum-
mer’s production
FYI: The show is suitable 
for all ages. It runs 90 min-
utes with no intermission.

Extremely hot temperatures moved preparations July 13 for the Menominee pageant “Time-
less Teachings” inside the College of Menominee Nation as, from left, Jeremiah Moses Jr., 
Cedar Fernandez, Mary Mault and Dawn Wilbur go over notes from the previous scene.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

TIMELESS, continued from page 11
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Great Crested Flycatcher moves into neighborhood
We have a new neigh-

bor in our yard this sum-
mer, the Great Crested 
Flycatcher. It lives up to its 
name with its distinctive 
gray crest giving it a big-
headed look, seemingly at 
odds with its small slender 
body size. The bird’s back, 
neck and head are brown-
ish gray, belly yellow and its 
long tail is mostly rusty red. 
It’s a dapper looking bird.

What � rst clued me into 
the bird’s presence was its 
distinctive call described by 
The Cornell Lab All About 
Birds (AAB) website as a 
loud “whee-eep” whistle 
that rises fast in tempo and 
ends sharply. This is one 
of four basic calls made by 
both the males and females 
during the day. It is thought 
to serve as a contact call 
between a mated pair or 
between parents and young 
and is also made by either 
parent to warn of an intrud-
er or predator 
near the nest 
site.

It’s the bird’s 
call rather than 
a sighting of it 
that will likely 
alert you too 
to its presence. 
This is because, 
according to 
AAB, these � y-
catchers prefer being high 
up in tree canopies where 
they are hard to see. From 
these high vantage points, 
they hunt for larger insects, 
peering in all directions, 

bobbing their heads and 
swooping to give chase to 
� ying prey.

Flycatchers are per-
sistent when 
pursuing prey, 
darting and 
hovering to 
snatch up in-
sects. In their 
haste, may even 
crash into foli-
age in pursuit 
of it. Now that’s 
being laser fo-
cused. They 

spend little time on the 
ground, preferring to � y 
from place to place rather 
than to walk or hop.

To our delight, a� er hear-
ing the � ycatchers for a few 

days, a pair decided to nest 
in our old apple tree. I no-
ticed them � itting about the 
branches of the tree seem-
ing to assess it for a suitable 
nesting site.

Nest building is done 
mostly by the female with 
the male staying close. 
We saw the female busily 
bringing nesting material 
to an old hollow limb in the 
tree — � rst a beak full of 
dried grass and then a � u� y 
bright yellow arti� cial look-
ing feather, half the size of 
the bird, was slipped into 
the nesting cavity. Interest-
ingly, AAB reports that shed 
snake skins are o� en used 
in nest construction as are 
feathers, fur, bark, egg 

shells, paper, cloth, onion 
skins, twigs and grasses.

While Great Crested Fly-
catchers prefer to nest in 
tree cavities, according to 
AAB, they will also use nest-
ing boxes, hollow posts, and 
even pipes, cans and boxes 
if they are of suitable size.

If you’d like to attract � y-
catchers to your yard, AAB 
suggests setting up a nest 
box and out� tting it with a 
predator guard to protect 
the eggs and young from in-
truders. Hang the nest about 
3-20 feet above the ground 
in an open woodland lo-
cated where there are clear 
� ight paths to the box open-
ing. You can � nd a � ycatch-
er nest box plan at https://

nestwatch.org/learn/all-
about-birdhouses/birds/
great-crested-� ycatcher.

Once settled in their 
nests, females lay four to 
eight eggs, according to 
AAB, and chicks � edge 
about 15 days a� er hatch-
ing. The male is a daunt-
ing protector guarding 
his mate, especially dur-
ing nest-building and 
egg-laying.

Invaders are not toler-
ated. If calls won’t deter 
them, the male will raised 
his crest, lean forward and 
pump his head aggressively. 
He adds a snapping bill, fast 
chase, grappling and feath-
er pulling as necessary to 
ward o�  intruders. Threats 
to females, eggs and young 
include snakes and squir-
rels that raid nests.

We eventually heard 
young in the nest and 
watched as the adults 
brought mulberries from 
our tree across the yard to 
their already “whee-eep” 
whistling chicks. Berries 
and fruits are part of their 
diet, as well as insects 
such as dragon� ies, but-
ter� ies, cricket, bees and 
wasps.

The Great Crested Fly-
catcher can be found in 
woodlots and open wood-
lands, especially those with 
deciduous trees and forest 
edges, according to AAB. 
Dead snags and dying trees 
provide important cavi-
ties used as nest sites. Be-
cause they tolerate human 

presence, you may also � nd 
them using nesting cavities 
in old orchards, woody ur-
ban areas including parks, 
cemeteries, golf courses 
and maybe even your own 
backyard.

Great Crested Flycatcher 
breed throughout the east-
ern U.S. and much of south-
ern Canada. AAB notes that 
they are medium-to long-
distance migrants. Most of 
the birds winter in south-
ern Florida, southern Mex-
ico, Central America and 
northwestern South Amer-
ica. Leaving their northern 
breeding grounds in Sep-
tember, they start returning 
north to the southern U.S. 
by mid-March. Rather than 
migrating in � ocks, they mi-
grate alone.

Listen for the breezy 
“whee-eep” whistles of the 
Great Crested Flycatcher in 
your neighborhood or when 
in wooded areas. Remem-
ber to look up high in the 
trees for them, and maybe 
you too will get to see them 
� itting energetically in and 
out of the canopy intent on 
the chase.

Cathy Carnes is a retired biolo-
gist in Oconto who worked with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice Green Bay Field Offi ce and 
prior to that with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Regulatory 
Branch in Buffalo, New York. As 
endangered species coordina-
tor for the USFWS, she helped 
conserve and recover federally 
listed threatened and endan-
gered species in Wisconsin.

A Great Crested Flycatcher brings a mulberry to the young in its nest tucked into a hollow 
limb of the author’s old backyard apple tree. CATHY CARNES

Saturday Aug. 1st  *10:30 AM 
77tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  CCoonnssiiggnnmmeenntt  AAuuccttiioonn    

for Coleman FFA Alumni 
at Equity Bar & Grill   

7403 Hwy 64 in Pound, WI 
Machinery & Farm Items: Farmall C tractor, 1950 
Case VA standard tractor w/ Eagle hitch, Antique 2 
bottom 2-way Plow on steel, John Deere 1219 9ft 
Haybine, JD 14ft Disk, Patz Tub Grinder/Bale Processor, Like New ADS bulk seed 
buggy, Great Plains 30ft Solid Stand folding Grain Drill w/ grass seeder & press 
wheels, Hardi 1000 Navigator Sprayer w/ 60ft booms & foam marker, H&S 416 V-
Twin manure spreader, Houle Liquid Manure Agitator, Skid steer brush cutter, New 
Holland Super 77 hay baler w/ 
power unit & Super 77 PTO 
baler, Gehl Chop-All w/ corn 
& hay head, 8ft Grain Seeder, 
McCormick grain binder, 
Horse drawn Mower, , 3pt 
Sprayer w/ hyd pump, Chop-
per box, Gravity Box on JD 
gear, Ant. Case steel Thresh-
ing Machine, Ant. Farm Deliv-
ery Wagon on keg wheels, 
Silo Filler, Allis blower, John 
Deere Hay Press, Barn stan-
chions, Gutter grate, King Kutter 3pt Blade, 4-wheel Road Grader, Light Drags, Milk 
cans, Silage cart, Clipper fanning mill & other Farm Items 
Razor, Boat, Tools & More: 2022 Polaris 1000 RZR Trail S Premium XUV, 
14ft Boat with 30HP Nissan outboard & trailer, Simplicity 16HP 44” Broadmoor w/ 
bagger, John Deere snowblower, Push mower, 12ft Tiltbed Trailer, Rolling tool 
bench w/ vise, Stone crocks up to 20gal, Hand corn planters, Chaser John Deere 
4320 FWA Industrial, Case IH Steiger 645, 1/64 John Deere 8760 Chaser, Other 
Diecast tractors, cars & trucks, Red wagon, Potato Duster, Gun cabinet, Gas kitch-
en stove, Entertainment center, Vintage bar stools, Atlanta wood stove, Trailer 
tires, Bikes, Wicker picnic basket, Oil, Gift Certificates from local business! 
To Consign Items to this auction,   call AJ Darga (920) 591-0062 or   
Trevor VanDrisse (920) 591-0582 
YOAP & YOAP Auction & Real Estate  ((992200))  660044--11770044 

CATHY CARNES
COLUMNIST
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Full Bloom Events assists in special moments
Wassenberg expecting business to branch o�  into other entities

By KAY REMINGER
Correspondent

Life’s unique and individualized 
moments are made more special 
with the help of Full Bloom Events, 
750 E. Green Bay St., Shawano.

Owner Karen Wassenberg 
opened her storefront shop part 
time on May 1, with opening full 
time June 22.

Full Bloom Events’ � oral shop 
o� ers full-service � owers and 
much more.

Starting her business just doing 
� orals for weddings and balloon 
décor for parties, it morphed into 
additional décor such as backdrops 
for events like baby showers, brid-
al showers and corporate events. 
Also o� ered are in� atables for par-
ties, corporate events and church 
happenings. She can also add bal-
loon garlands or arches to the in-
� atables for more personalization.

“I do personalized décor, � oral 
artistry and balloon installations 
for various occasions such as wed-
dings, birthdays, graduations and 
corporate events,” said Wassen-
berg. “I am really proud to be a lo-
cal business dedicated to bringing 
client’s visions to life with careful 
attention to detail.”

Starting out doing � orals for 
friends and family, Wassenberg 
had an Etsy shop for a while doing 
� owers for proms and homecom-
ings and sending them out across 
the country.

“On the side, I do vinyl décor, 
Christmas ornaments, teacher ap-
preciation gi� s, shirts and most 
special events,” said Wassenberg. 
“Anything can be made better with 
a balloon. Balloons make everyone 
smile. Flowers do the same thing. 
They bring both joy and comfort to 
people.”

She was previously employed 
as branch manager of Associated 
Bank. Recently, one of her cowork-
ers had lost her dog.

“I felt I needed to do something 
for her, so I created an arrange-
ment of a puppy dog from carna-
tions and included the rainbow 
bridge poem in a frame. She was 
touched,” said Wassenberg.

Full Bloom Events will be tak-
ing o�  in other directions, branch-
ing o�  into new entities called 
Petals and Pops, which will be an 
all-inclusive � ower and balloon 
unit, and DK Premier Party Rent-
als, which will make available cot-
ton candy, popcorn and a slushy 
machine for rent, as well as their 

already established in� atable 
rentals.

Family includes three boys at 
home — Corbyn, 14, and twin boys 
Ryder and Caden, 11.

“My boys are my helpers, work-
ing in the back, organizing stu� . 
They cut � owers and help me with 
balloon setups,” said Wassenberg. 
“My boyfriend, D.J., is a huge sup-
porter. He was the brains behind 
this whole thing, giving me encour-
agement and help.”

With her aim to make people 
happy, Wassenberg strives to make 
every event memorable.

“My goal is to make special oc-
casions even more memorable, 
or in the case of the most vulner-
able of times, to comfort them with 
� owers and balloons. History has 
told us that these are the best two 
ways to bring cheer to people. They 
bring me a lot of joy,” she said. “I 
continue to learn every day about 
new � oral and balloon techniques. 
They are both an art. I love being 
happy, and I just want to bring that 
happiness to others.”

For information, contact Was-
senberg at 715-701-6419, via Ins-
tagram at fullbloomeventsdecor 
or email her at info@fullbloom-
eventsdecor.com.

Owner Karen Wassenberg poses by her counter at Full 
Bloom Events LLC, at 750 E. Green Bay St., Shawano. Her 
shop offers full-service fl owers and more. CONTRIBUTED

dining spot, a quiet bay 
where we enjoy our meal. 
As always, this was a love-
ly way to end to a wonder-
ful weekend with family. 
When we returned home, 
I headed up to the house 
while Jon battened down 
the hatches and relaxed 
on shore in one of our new 
lawn chairs.

Suddenly, he was star-
tled by an animal that ran 
right by his feet with a big 
bullhead in its mouth. In 

the moment it took him 
to realize it was an adult 
mink, the animal, equally 
surprised, dropped its 
catch and ran.

Then, as Jon watched 
in quiet amazement, 
the mink stopped and 
turned to look back. In 
a scene reminiscent of a 
spaghetti western stand-
o� , they sized each other 
up. When Jon didn’t say 
a word or make a move, 
the mink returned to take 

possession of its prize 
and scurried away. My 
mate was still grinning 
when he eagerly recount-
ed his experience.

We had seen mink 
over the years, but this 
had to be a once in a 
lifetime occurrence. I 
googled “American Mink” 
and learned that north-
ern Wisconsin’s exten-
sive wetlands and forests 
provide some of the best 
mink habitat in the state. 

In fact, mink are common 
throughout northern Wis-
consin, especially in areas 
with abundant water and 
healthy wetlands. How-
ever, they’re secretive and 
fast, so up-close sightings 
are rare and brief. Lucky 
Jon.

The best place for 
meeting a mink is in a 
brushy wetland. Excel-
lent swimmers, they fre-
quent shorelines of rivers, 
streams, creeks, lakes, 

ponds, and marshes. They 
set up housekeeping in ar-
eas with fallen logs, rock 
piles and undercut stream 
banks and routinely use 
abandoned beaver ponds 
and lodges as burrows. 
Their diet includes � sh, 
frogs, cray� sh, muskrats, 
ducks and even small 
mammals.

If you’re serious about 
seeing one, go to a quiet 
shoreline or beaver pond 
at dawn or dusk. Look for 

a long, dark-brown animal 
with a low, bounding gait 
and bushy tail. And keep 
your camera handy. Jon’s 
encounter happened so 
fast he didn’t have time to 
get a photo. Shoot.

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong 
educator, writer and community 

advocate. She has published 
eight books, four on the history 

of Townsend, where she and 
husband Jon are happily retired 

on the beautiful Townsend 
Flowage.

MINK, continued from page 11

Maintain � avor, freshness of this year’s harvest
Keep homegrown veg-

etables and those pur-
chased at the farmer’s 
market fresh and tasting 
their best. Selecting and 
harvesting vegetables at 
their peak and 
storing them 
properly will 
provide maxi-
mum � avor 
and nutritional 
value from ev-
ery bite.

Check the 
garden regular-
ly and harvest 
vegetables as 
recommended 
for the best � a-
vor and nutritional value. 
Look for harvesting guide-
lines from reliable sources 
like your local extension 
service.

Harvest ripe vegetables 
early in the morning for 
the best quality and when 
the plants are dry to avoid 
spreading disease. Take a 
basket or container large 
enough to accommodate 
the harvest to minimize 
stacking that can lead 
to bruising that short-
ens the storage life. Use a 
knife, snips or pruners for 

harvesting vegetables that 
can’t easily be removed 
from the plant. You’ll re-
duce the risk of damaging 
the plant during harvest. 
Move the harvest to a cool, 

shaded loca-
tion or properly 
store to extend 
its shelf life.

When pur-
chasing fresh 
v e g e t a b l e s 
from the farm-
er’s market, 
buy what will 
be consumed 
or preserved 
in the next few 
days. Canning, 

freezing and dehydrating 
excess produce is a great 
way to enjoy vegetables 
long a� er the harvest sea-
son has passed.

Regular harvesting 
keeps the plant producing. 
Do remove and compost 
those past their prime. 
Leaving them in the garden 
to rot attracts unwanted 
insects and increases the 
risk of disease.

Wait to wash veg-
etables until right before 
preparation. In the mean-
time, store them properly 

to help extend their shelf 
life. Onions, garlic, white 
and sweet potatoes and 
tomatoes are best stored 
out of the refrigerator. On-
ions and garlic lose their 
crispness; tomatoes turn 
mealy and they all can de-
velop unsavory � avor and 
texture when exposed to 

cold temperatures.
Store lettuce, greens, 

broccoli and its relatives, 
root crops and similar 
vegetables in the crisper 
drawer of the refrigerator. 
Placing vegetables in per-
forated plastic bags pro-
vides cold moist conditions 
for the short term. Don’t 

use unperforated sealed 
bags that create too much 
humidity and condensa-
tion that can lead to mold 
and bacterial growth.

Thoroughly wash and 
rinse vegetables under 
running water right before 
preparation to remove dirt 
and pesticide residue. Use 
a small brush for pota-
toes, cucumbers or other 
vegetables with skins that 
contain nutrients and � -
ber. If you opt to immerse 
the vegetables in water, 
use a clean bowl as your 
sink drain may harbor 
microorganisms.

For longer term stor-
age, match the storage 
temperature and humid-
ity to the vegetables. Some 
vegetables like lettuce, 
other greens, and leeks 
prefer 32-41 degrees and 
high humidity. Others, like 
cucumbers, snap beans 
and peppers, prefer a bit 
warmer temperatures, 45-
55 degrees and humid con-
ditions. Pumpkins, winter 
squash and potatoes pre-
fer a bit warmer tempera-
tures at 50-60 degrees and 
lower humidity. Store dry 
garlic and onions at room 

temperature (65-70 de-
grees) and out of direct 
sunlight.

Carrots, turnips, and 
parsnips are all cool-sea-
son root vegetables that 
thrive in cooler soil tem-
peratures and can be le�  
in the garden longer for an 
even sweeter � avor. Spread 
mulch around these plant-
ings once the soil around 
the plants is cool to protect 
the plants from tempera-
ture extremes and make 
winter harvesting much 
easier. Finish harvesting 
before the ground freezes 
and damages the roots.

Enjoy the � avor and 
nutritional bene� ts fresh-
from-the-garden vegeta-
bles provide. Then extend 
these bene� ts with proper 
handling and storage.

Melinda Myers has written 
more than 20 gardening books, 

including the “Midwest Gar-
dener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition” 
and “Small Space Gardening.” 
She hosts The Great Courses 

“How to Grow Anything” 
streaming courses and the 

nationally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment radio program. 
Her website is www.melindamy-

ers.com.

Cool-season root vegetables, like carrots, can be left in the 
ground longer in cooler climates for an even sweeter fl avor.

WWW.MELINDAMYERS.COM

MELINDA MYERS
COLUMNIST

GARDENING WITH 
MELINDA MYERS
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, JULY 24
SHAWANO: American Red 
Cross blood drive, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Shawano City Hall, 
127 S. Sawyer St. Appoint-
ments at RedCrossBlood.org 
or 800-733-2767.
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30 
a.m., Farnsworth Public Li-
brary, 715 Main St. Story and 
crafts for preschool children. 
A caregiver must stay with the 
child. 
WITTENBERG: Community 
Days, 5-11 p.m., Washington 
Park, 104 Park St. Carnival 
rides 5-10 p.m., live music, 
food stands, raffles.
LENA: Thunder On Main, 6-8 
p.m., Main Street. See the 
cars and meet the drivers 
from AMSOIL Champ Off-Road 
Nationals. Giveaways, music, 
food and drinks.
SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 
ABRAMS: Comedy City, 7 
p.m., Nancy Byng Community 
Theater, 5852 Maple St. Im-
prov performance hosted by 
Abrams Spotlight Productions 
Inc. and Glovers Bar and Grill. 
$15. Doors open 6 p.m.
SATURDAY, JULY 25
SHAWANO: FRESH Project 
Shawano Farmers Market, 8 
a.m. to noon, Franklin Park, 
235 Washington St. Check 
Facebook page for cancella-
tions and weekly updates. 
LENA: AMSOIL Champ Off-
Road Nationals, gates open 
8:30 a.m., Dirt City Motor-
plex, 414 E. Main St. Tickets 
$27 to $369. Information at 
dirtcitylmc.com.
OCONTO: Emplify Health by 
Bellin Kids Triathlon, 8:30 
a.m. to noon, Bond Commu-
nity Center, 1201 Park Ave.
STILES: St. Patrick’s Rum-
mage Sale, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
5760 County Road I.
LENA: Carol’s Cow Camp, 

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Alsteen Farms, 9399 Belgian 
Road. Hands-on farm experi-
ence for children and fami-
lies. $35 per child.
CROOKED LAKE: Crooked 
Trails ATV Club Hamburger 
and Brat Fry, 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Crooked Lake Sports-
men’s Club, 15526 County 
Road W. Basket raffles, meat 
raffles, food and drink.
WITTENBERG: Community 
Days, noon to 11 p.m., Wash-
ington Park, 104 Park St. 
Carnival rides noon to 10 
p.m., live music, food stands, 
raffles, face painting, balloon 
animals, fireworks at dusk. 
Bike giveaways at 5, 6 and 7 
p.m. (Must be present to win.)
LAKEWOOD: Weinerfest 
North, noon to 8 p.m., Memo-
rial Park, 17258 North Road. 
Food, live music, raffles, 
demonstrations.
EMBARRASS: Fun Daze, 4-8 
p.m., Embarrass Fireman’s 
Park, 130 Depot St. Food, mu-
sic by Jaidyn LaBorde, more.
SHAWANO: Auto racing, 6 
p.m., Shawano Speedway, 
990 E. Green Bay St. Gates 
open 4 p.m. Adults $15, se-
niors $12, younger than age 
11 free. Check the Shawano 
Speedway page on Facebook 
for updates and weather-relat-
ed conditions. 
SUNDAY, JULY 26
SHAWANO: Zurko’s Flea Mar-
ket, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawa-
no County Fairgrounds, 990 E. 
Green Bay St. Admission $2. 
WITTENBERG: Community 
Days, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wash-
ington Park, 104 Park St. 
Community breakfast 7-11 
a.m., church service, parade 
11 a.m., carnival rides noon 
to 4 p.m., live music, food 
stands, raffles.
LENA: AMSOIL Champ Off-
Road Nationals, gates open 
8:30 a.m., Dirt City Motor-
plex, 414 E. Main St. Tickets 

$27 to $369. Information at 
dirtcitylmc.com
SURING: Brat fry and pie/ice 
cream social, 9:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m., on the bridge at Riv-
erside Park, 205 E. Main St. 
Hosted by Friends of the Sur-
ing Area Public Library and the 
Suring Area Historical Society.
SHAWANO: Arts and Crafts 
Fair, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mielke 
Arts Center and Mielke Park, 
N5649 N. Airport Road. Host-
ed by Shawano County Arts 
Council. Awards at 3 p.m.
ABRAMS: Farmers Market, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Town 
Square, 5877 Main St.
TOWNSEND: Wisconsin Days, 
1-4 p.m., Pintsch’s Olive Pit, 
18904 State Highway 32. 
Celebrating Wisconsin-made 
products, polka music by the 
Wilber Brothers, Wisconsin 
food specials.
SHAWANO: Music in the Park 
at Arlington, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
Arlington Park, 300 N. Hum-
phrey Circle. Music with John 
Marsh. Bring your lawn chairs.
TUESDAY, JULY 28
OCONTO FALLS: Oconto 
County Farmers Market, 4-8 
p.m., Memorial Field. Race 
Car Night. Music with Codi 
Ness.
SHAWANO: Naberhood Block 
Party, 6 p.m., The Naberhood, 
214 S. Main St. Arts and 
Crafts Night.
OCONTO: Tunes on Tuesday, 
6-8 p.m., Beyer Home, 917 
Park Ave. Music with Neverly 
Brothers.
KESHENA: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak 
Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
STILES: St. Patrick’s Rum-
mage Sale, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
5760 County Road I. 
OCONTO FALLS: See the 

Seed: Cover Crops from Seed 
to System, 1-2:30 p.m., Wag-
ner Farms, N6928 County 
Road BB. A walk-through of 
a local farm for a hands-on 
cover crop discussion, host-
ed by Shawano County Land 
Conservation Department, 
Shawano County Watershed 
Advisory Council, and Green 
Bay West Shore Demonstra-
tions Farm Network.
BONDUEL: Farmers Market, 
4-7 p.m., corner of Cecil and 
Green Bay streets. 
OCONTO: National Wall-
eye Tour Mandatory On-site 
Check-in and Rules Meeting, 
4 p.m., Oconto Riviera, 1240 
McDonald St., for participat-
ing anglers.
SHAWANO: Shawano Ski 
Sharks Water-ski Show, 6 
p.m., Wolf River Beach at 
Smalley Park, 211 Riverside 
Drive. Pre-show 5:30 p.m. 
Free admission, donations 
welcome. 
KESHENA: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak 
Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 
THURSDAY, JULY 30
OCONTO: National Walleye 
Tour, takeoff at 7 a.m. or first 
safe light, weigh-in 3:15 p.m., 
Oconto Waterfront Park and 
Harbor, 1301 Harbor Road. 
Details at https://national-
walleyetour.com.
OCONTO: Thursday Play 
Group, 10:30 a.m. to noon, 
Farnsworth Public Library, 
715 Main St. Meant for chil-
dren to play and interact with 
other children at the library. A 
caregiver must stay with the 
child.
SOBIESKI: American Red 
Cross blood drive, 1-6 p.m., Lit-
tle Suamico Fire Department, 
5974 County Road S. Appoint-
ments at RedCrossBlood.org 

or 800-733-2767.
KESHENA: Summer Bash, 4-6 
p.m., College of Menominee 
Nation, N172 State Highway 
47-55. An evening of games, 
food and community, with 
prizes and more for students 
applying for fall 2026.
SHAWANO: Thursdayz at 
Franklin, 6-8:30 p.m., Franklin 
Park, 235 S. Washington St. 
Milly and the Mayhem. Bring 
your own chairs. Food and 
drink available, 50/50 raffles.
SHAWANO: The After Party, 
8-10 p.m., The Naberhood, 
214 S. Main St. Music with 
Gerry Sloan.
FRIDAY, JULY 31
OCONTO: National Walleye 
Tour, takeoff at 7 a.m. or first 
safe light, weigh-in 3:15 p.m., 
Oconto Waterfront Park and 
Harbor, 1301 Harbor Road. 
Details at https://national-
walleyetour.com.
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30 
a.m., Farnsworth Public Li-
brary, 715 Main St. Story and 
crafts for preschool children. 
A caregiver must stay with the 
child. 
BOWLER: Bowler Bash, Bowl-
er Pond and Park, 104 E. 
Main St. Food, refreshments, 
raffles, music 8:15-11:45 
p.m. All-you-can-eat corn $8 
wristband; AYCE corn and tap 
beer $15 wristband.
SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 
SATURDAY, AUG. 1
LAKEWOOD: Lakes Country 
Arts and Craft Show, 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Festival Grounds, 
17258 North Road, featuring 
only items made by the ex-
hibitors. Buy and sell items 
and imported items are not 
permitted.
STILES: St. Patrick’s Rum-
mage Sale, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
5760 County Road I.
DOTY: Doty Firefighters 

Picnic, noon to 5 p.m., County 
T and Star Lake Road. Food, 
ice cream social, games, raf-
fles, beer and brats.
SHAWANO: FRESH Project 
Shawano Farmers Market, 8 
a.m. to noon, Franklin Park, 
235 Washington St. Check 
Facebook page for cancella-
tions and weekly updates. 
STILES: St. Patrick’s Rum-
mage Sale, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
5760 County Road I.
TOWN OF UNDERHILL: Wis-
consin Tree Farm Commit-
tee Annual Field Day, 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Grover Tree Farm, 
5519 Downtown Lane. Guest 
speakers, tours, catered 
lunch buffet, silent auction. 
$27.50 per person, register 
by July 24 at www.witreefarm.
org/tree-farm-field-day.
BOWLER: Bowler Bash, Bowl-
er Pond and Park, 104 E. 
Main St. Food, refreshments, 
raffles, parade at 2 p.m., FFA 
Alumni cow and horse drop 
contests, bike raffle 4 p.m., 
music with Model Citizens 
7:30-11:30 p.m., fireworks at 
dusk.
LENA: WUMPA Truck Pulls, 6 
p.m., Dirt City Motorplex, 414 
E. Main St.
SHAWANO: Auto racing, 6 
p.m., Shawano Speedway, 
990 E. Green Bay St. Gates 
open 4 p.m. Adults $15, se-
niors $12, younger than age 
11 free. Check the Shawano 
Speedway page on Facebook 
for updates and weather-relat-
ed conditions. 
SUNDAY, AUG. 2
SHAWANO: Zurko’s Flea Mar-
ket, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawa-
no County Fairgrounds, 990 
E. Green Bay St. Admission 
$2. 
SHAWANO: Music in the Park 
at Arlington, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
Arlington Park, 300 N. Hum-
phrey Circle. Music with It’s 
Just Us Band. Bring your lawn 
chairs.
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CHARLES H. YOST
Charles H. Yost, 90, of 

Green Bay, passed away 
Wednesday, July 15, 2026, 
at Eden Vista, Green Bay.

Funeral services will 
be held at 11:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, July 25, 2026, at 
Nativity of Our Lord Par-
ish. Entombment will 
take place at Shrine of the 
Good Shepherd Mauso-
leum at a later time.

The family will greet 

relatives and friends at 
the church on Saturday 
from 9:30 a.m. until the 
time of the Mass at 11:30 
a.m.

Expressions of sympa-
thy and a more detailed 
obituary can be found by 
visiting www.lyndahl.com.

The Lyndahl Funeral 
Home is assisting the 
Yost family with funeral 
arrangements.

COURT NEWS
• Christopher L. Uhl, 42, 

Marinette, appeared July 13 
regarding an extradition war-
rant from the state of Michi-
gan. Judge Hannah Schuchart 
adjourned the hearing to give 
him time to contact an attor-
ney and scheduled a status 
conference for Aug. 11.

• Jesse D. Zak, 36, Osh-
kosh, was charged July 15 
with burglary to a building or 
dwelling, driving or operating a 
vehicle without consent and a 
misdemeanor count of resist-
ing or obstructing an officer. 
Schuchart set a $1,000 cash 
bond and adjourned his initial 
appearance until Aug. 13.

• Devin David Lakonen-
Smet, 25, Suring, was 
charged July 15 with four 
counts of felony bail jumping. 
Schuchart set a $3,000 cash 

bond and adjourned his initial 
appearance until Aug. 13.

• Chad Alan Demerath, 
53, Lakewood, was charged 
July 15 with possession with 
intent to distribute cocaine, 
possession with intent to dis-
tribute psilocin, two counts 
of maintaining a drug traffick-
ing place and misdemeanor 
counts of possession of THC, 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, and resisting or ob-
structing an officer. Schuchart 
set a $10,000 cash bond and 
adjourned his initial appear-
ance until Aug. 13.

• Samantha Lee Christie, 
41, Shioction, was charged 
July 16 with felony bail jump-
ing. Schuchart set a $1,000 
cash bond and adjourned her 
initial appearance until Aug. 
13.

OBITUARIES

Library, historical society team up for food event
The Friends of Suring 

Area Public Library and the 
Suring Area Historical So-
ciety are holding a brat fry 
and pie/ice cream social.

The social will be held 

from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
July 26 on the old Suring 
bridge at Riverside Park, 
205 E. Main St., Suring. 
Brats, hamburgers, hot 
dogs, pies, ice cream, soda, 

root beer floats and water 
will be sold.

The Friends will also 
be selling raffle tickets for 
quilts and afghans; the 
drawing will be held Nov. 2.

In case of rain or con-
struction machinery at Riv-
erside Park, the social will 
be held at the shelter in the 
Veteran’s Memorial Park, 
414 E. Brook St., Suring.

Upcoming events 
include races, 

fishing, testicles
This summer, Oconto 

County is the place to be 
for three events that range 
from genuinely wild to le-
gitimately world-class.

Dirt City Motorplex, 
about 30 miles north of 
Green Bay, is one of the 
most unique motorsports 
venues in the Midwest. 
The natural viewing area 
wraps around a purpose-
built short-course track 
designed so that vehicles 
fly high directly in front 
of the crowd. This year’s 
Off-Road Nationals fills 
the track with everything 
from full-size race trucks 
to side-by-sides, compet-
ing across two days of 
dirt-slinging, wheel-to-
wheel action.

The weekend kicks off 
July 24 with Thunder on 
Main from 5:30-8 p.m. 
The village of Lena hosts a 
free street party on Main 
Street featuring hundreds 
of racers and fans, food 
trucks, live music, auto-
graphs, and photos with 
the actual race vehicles. 
The parade of trucks rolls 
from Dirt City to Main 
Street at 5:30 p.m.

On-site camping is 
available right outside 
the pit area, along with 
a gas station, race fuel, a 
parts store and the Dairy 
Barn Restaurant on the 
complex.

One of the most com-
petitive fishing circuits in 
the country is making its 

only Wisconsin stop July 
30-31 in Oconto.

Launching from Ocon-
to’s Breakwater Park, the 
Bass Pro Shops and Ca-
bela’s National Walleye 
Tour draws elite pro and 
co-anglers competing for 
serious payouts on one of 
the finest walleye fisher-
ies in the Midwest.

Pro and co-anglers hit 
the water at 7 a.m. each 
day before returning for 
the afternoon weigh-in 
at Breakwater Park, 1301 
Harbor Road, Oconto, 
where the real spectator 
action is. Admission is 
free. The weigh-in takes 
place around 3-4 p.m. 
daily.

Every August, the tiny 
block-long community 
of Breed becomes the 
most talked-about spot 
in Oconto County. The 
Arrowhead Saloon’s an-
nual Testicle Festival on 
Aug. 8 is a no-frills, high-
energy community party 
that’s part cookout, part 
concert with deep-fried 
Rocky Mountain oysters 
as the specialty of the 
house.

The Arrowhead Sa-
loon, 13486 County Road 
AA, Suring, sits right on 
the ATV trail, making it 
a natural stop for rid-
ers. This year’s live mu-
sic comes from 18 Days, 
playing 2-6 p.m., rounded 
with a mechanical bull 
and corn roast.

NorthLakes invites community 
to Lakewood appreciation event

NorthLakes Community Clinic 
invites the public to its annual Lake-
wood community appreciation event 
from 5-6:30 p.m. Aug. 4 at the clinic, 
located at 15397 State Highway 32.

This free, family-friendly gather-
ing is open to everyone and offers an 
opportunity for neighbors to get to-
gether, enjoy food and activities, and 
celebrate the community spirit that 
makes Lakewood special.

The event will include live music, 
child-friendly activities, food, drinks 
and prize giveaways. Guests will also 
have the opportunity to meet and 
connect with local staff and providers 

from NorthLakes.
NorthLakes Community Clinic has 

been part of the Lakewood communi-
ty since 1978 and has hosted commu-
nity appreciation events like this for 
several years as a way to bring people 
together outside the clinic setting.

“This event is one of our favor-
ite traditions,” said Ana Tochterman, 
NorthLakes CEO. “It’s a chance to 
connect with the community in a 
more personal way and show our ap-
preciation for the relationships that 
make our work meaningful.”

As one of the original clinic 
sites that helped form NorthLakes 

Community Clinic, the Lakewood clin-
ic continues to play an important role 
in expanding access to care and sup-
porting the health of the surrounding 
rural communities.

“Events like this are a reflection of 
our commitment to the community,” 
said Cori Frisch, clinic manager in 
Lakewood. “We’re proud to be part of 
Lakewood, and this is a great way to 
bring people together and celebrate 
that connection.”

For more information about 
the event or services offered at 
NorthLakes Community Clinic, visit 
nlccwi.org or call 715-276-6321.

PUBLIC RECORD
OCONTO COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT

July 19
Deputies responded to 

54 incidents, including a 
noise disturbance on Coun-
ty Road I in the Town of 
Stiles; suspicious activity 
on Unity Drive in the Town 
of Townsend; fire near Gold-
field and Tom Post roads 
in the Town of Brazeau; 
theft on County Road G in 
the Town of Gillett; a noise 
disturbance on Ball Park 
Road in the Town of Little 
Suamico; a disturbance on 
Park Road in the Town of 
Lakewood; trespassing on 
County Road B in the Town 
of Oconto Falls; threaten-
ing on County Road I in the 
Town of Oconto Falls; four 
traffic stops, two traffic of-
fenses, two citizen assists, 
one welfare check; three 
open-line 911 calls; six am-
bulance calls; three crash-
es, two involving deer.
July 18

Deputies responded to 
57 incidents, including an 
ATV accident at a redacted 
location; trespassing on 
Joyce Lane in the Town of 
Lakewood; a noise distur-
bance on County Road I in 
the Town of Stiles; suspi-
cious activity on East Wash-
ington Street in Gillett; a 
disturbance on Goatsville 
Road in the Town of Spruce; 
a noise disturbance on 
County Road G in the Town 
of Spruce; four traffic stops, 
two citizen assists, two 
miscellaneous traffic inci-
dents, four welfare checks; 
five open-line 911 calls; six 
ambulance calls; two crash-
es, both involving deer.
July 17

Deputies responded to 
69 incidents, including a 
structure fire on Mayflower 
Lane in the Town of Under-
hill; fraud and, later, a jail 
incident at the Law Enforce-
ment Center, 220 Arbutus 
Ave., Oconto; suspicious 
activity on Arbutus Avenue 

in Oconto; drugs at a redact-
ed location; harassment 
on East Shore Drive in the 
Town of Mountain; a want-
ed person on Elkey Road 
in the Town of Riverview; a 
noise disturbance on Ball 
Park Road in the Town of 
Little Suamico; burglary on 
Krueger Lane in the Town 
of Lakewood; four traffic 
stops, one traffic hazard, 
third traffic offenses, four 
miscellaneous traffic inci-
dents, two welfare checks; 
one 911 hangup and nine 
open lines; five ambulance 
calls; five crashes, one in-
volving a bear, one involving 
deer.
July 16

Deputies responded 
to 72 incidents, includ-
ing property damage near 
County Road C and Morgan 
River Road in the Town of 
Morgan; a drug-endangered 
child case at a redacted 
location; fraud on Cross 
Road in the Town of Little 
Suamico; fire on County 
Road Z in the Town of 
Bagley; suspicious activity 
near Star Lake Road and 
state Highway 32 in the 
Town of Riverview; a distur-
bance on state Highway 32 
in the Town of Maple Val-
ley; suspicious activity at 
the Park and Stop, County 
Road E and U.S. Highway 
141, Town of Abrams; ha-
rassment on East Front-
age Road in the Town of 
Little Suamico; six traffic 
stops, four traffic hazards, 
three traffic offenses, one 
citizen assist, six miscella-
neous traffic incidents, four 
welfare checks; one 911 
hangup and one open line; 
seven ambulance calls; 
four crashes, one involving 
deer.
July 15

Deputies responded to 
49 incidents, including at-
tempted fraud on Bass 
Point Lane in the Town of 
Townsend; internet fraud at 
the Law Enforcement Cen-
ter, 220 Arbutus Ave., Ocon-
to; fraud on Linda Lane in 

the Town of Little Suami-
co; fire on Main Street in 
Oconto; fire near Elm Road 
and County Road R in the 
Town of How; harassment 
on state Highway 32 in the 
Town of How; four traffic 
stops, two traffic hazards, 
two traffic offenses, three 
miscellaneous traffic inci-
dents, one welfare check; 
one 911 hangup and two 
open lines; nine ambulance 
calls; two crashes, both in-
volving deer.
July 14

Deputies responded 
to 58 incidents, including 
fireworks on South Chase 
Road in the Town of Chase; 
property damage near state 
Highway 22 and County 
Road P in the Town of Gil-
lett; a disturbance on East 
North Street in Suring; ha-
rassment on state Highway 
22-32 in the Town of Gillett; 
suspicious activity on La 
Fortune Lane in the Town of 
Little River; a noise distur-
bance on Barkman Street 
in Suring; a gas leak on 
West Lake Drive in the Town 
of Brazeau; lewd and las-
civious behavior near state 
Highway 32 and Gray Lake 
Road in the Town of Oconto 
Falls; suspicious activity 
on East Shore Drive in the 
Town of Mountain; theft 
on Townsend Dam Road in 
the Town of Townsend; fire-
works near Claywood Road 
and state Highway 32 in the 
Town of Maple Valley; three 
traffic stops, three traf-
fic hazards, one traffic of-
fense, three citizen assists, 
two miscellaneous traffic 
incidents; two 911 hangups 
and seven open lines; nine 
ambulance calls.
July 13

Deputies responded to 
60 incidents, including bur-
glary on Logtown Road in 
the Town of Oconto; fire on 
East Chain Lake Road in the 
Town of Lakewood; harass-
ment on County Road G in 
the Town of Spruce; threat-
ening on state Highway 22 
in the Town of Oconto; theft 

on Logtown Road in the 
Town of Oconto; property 
damage on County Road 
R in the Town of How; an 
unwanted party on Jones 
Lane in the Town of Gillett; 
stalking on Claywood Road 
in the Town of Maple Val-
ley; a disturbance on Muehl 
Drive in Suring; a drug in-
vestigation at a redacted 
location; property damage 
on Maiden Lake Road in the 
Town of Riverview; a death 
investigation at a redacted 
location; a missing person 
on East First Street in Gil-
lett; a wrong-way driver on 
U.S. Highway 41-141 near 
County Road S in the Town 
of Little Suamico; a noise 
disturbance on Muehl Drive 
in Suring; one traffic stop, 
two traffic hazards, two citi-
zen assists, three miscel-
laneous traffic incidents, 
four welfare checks; four 
911 hangups and four open 
lines; three ambulance 
calls; one crash, involving 
deer.
July 12

Deputies responded to 
73 incidents, including sus-
picious activity on Locust 
Avenue in Oconto Falls; 
suspicious activity at Bellin 
Hospital, 820 Arbutus Ave., 
Oconto; theft on County 
Road Y in the Town of Lit-
tle River; property damage 
on County Road N in the 
Town of Oconto; an ani-
mal bite on Pritchard Lane 
in the Town of Riverview; 
suspicious activity on Boot 
Campground Lane in the 
Town of Townsend; a distur-
bance on Coffey Lane in the 
Town of Oconto Falls; squad 
damage near U.S. Highway 
41 and Maple Grove School 
Road in the Town of Little 
River; a disturbance on 
County Road C in the Town 
of Chase; one traffic stop, 
four traffic hazards, five 
citizen assists, six miscel-
laneous traffic incidents, 
one welfare check; three 
911 hangups and six open 
lines; 13 ambulance calls; 
four crashes, one fatal.
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Upper Peninsula. “When-
ever we have poor air 
quality, it can cause ex-
acerbation or � are-ups 
for people with chronic 
lung diseases, coronary 
artery diseases and other 
chronic diseases.”

Aspirus Health en-
courages residents to 
take steps to protect 
themselves whenever 
wild� re smoke a� ects the 
region.

• Know the Air Quality 
Index (AQI) where you 
live before spending ex-
tended time outdoors.

• Limit prolonged or 
strenuous outdoor activi-
ty when air quality reach-
es unhealthy levels.

• Keep windows and 
doors closed when smoke 
levels are elevated.

• Use a high-e�  ciency 
air � lter or portable HEPA 
air puri� er if available.

• If you must be out-
doors for extended peri-
ods in heavy smoke, con-
sider wearing a properly 
� tted N95 respirator.

• Avoid adding to air 
pollution by postponing 
brush burning, camp� res 
and other outdoor burn-
ing during poor air qual-
ity events.

Residents experienc-
ing persistent coughing, 
shortness of breath, chest 
pain, wheezing or other 
concerning symptoms 
should seek medical at-
tention promptly.

In addition to the poor 
air quality, hot and hu-
mid conditions continue 
as well.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

WILDFIRE, 
continued from 
page 1

HSHS St. Clare receives award 
from American Heart Association

HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hos-
pital has received the American 
Heart Association’s Get With The 
Guidelines-Rural Coronary Artery 
Disease STEMI Gold award.

This recognition is given for 
the hospital’s commitment to of-
fering rapid, research-based care 
to people experiencing a speci� c 
type of heart attack known as an 
ST elevation myocardial infarc-
tion (STEMI), the most severe and 
dangerous type of heart attack.

Heart disease and stroke are 

the No. 1 and No. 4 causes of death 
in the United States, respectively, 
according to the American Heart 
Association’s 2026 Heart Disease 
and Stroke Statistics Report. Stud-
ies show patients can experience 
better outcomes when care teams 
consistently follow evidence-
based treatment guidelines.

“HSHS St. Clare Memorial 
Hospital is committed to deliver-
ing high-quality care by following 
the latest treatment guidelines to 
ensure timely, appropriate care 

for patients having heart attacks,” 
said Colleen Koski, chief admin-
istrative o�  cer, HSHS St. Clare 
Memorial Hospital. “Get With The 
Guidelines programs help our 
teams put proven science into 
practice every day, supporting 
better outcomes so more people 
in Oconto Falls and surround-
ing communities can live longer, 
healthier lives.”

Get With The Guidelines puts 
the expertise of the American 
Heart Association and American 

Stroke Association to work for 
hospitals nationwide, helping 
ensure patient care is aligned 
with the latest science-backed 
guidelines. As a participant in 
the Get With The Guidelines pro-
grams, HSHS St. Clare Memo-
rial Hospital is quali� ed for the 
awards by demonstrating a sus-
tained commitment to improv-
ing the quality of cardiovascular 
care.

For more information about 
HSHS, visit hshs.org.
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24 4.5 
 Asst. Var.

Pat’s Market
GILLETT   (920) 855-6040

STORE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:00 am-7:00 pm
Deli Hours: 8am - 6pm

Sat 8:00 am-5:30pm  Sun 8:00am-1:00pm
HSHS PHarmacy HourS: 
mon-Fri 9:00am-5:30Pm

   These Prices Good July 27th thru August 2nd, 2026  
While Supplies Last!

Accepting Mastercard, Visa, Discover and Quest Cards
                We reserve the right to limit quantities.

$299

  99¢

Asst Variety     20.29-26.82 oz.                       

$599

$329

Vollwerth’s 
Pillow Pack

Brats, Cheddar Brats, 
Natural Casing Wieners, 

or Polish

1 lb.
BagEach

Pasta or 
Rice A Roni
Asst Variety 
4.3-6.9 oz. lb. 

$199$159
lb.

lb.

lb.

$139

Asst Variety               1.5 qt.

Food Club 
Extra Virgin Olive Oil

16.9 oz.

99¢

 lb.

$1329

Frying 
Chicken Breast 

Tenders

18-22 
oz.

$779

$259 

            

Whole 
Pork 

Tenderloins

8-
10 oz.

$269

8-
16 oz.

Fudge or Dark 
Chocolate Asst Variety

  
4.9-

5.57 oz. 16 oz.

16.3 oz.
13.5 
oz.

Chocolate or Strawberry  6 pk.

 USDA 
Choice 

Boneless 
New York 

Strip Steaks

4 pk.

lb.

Asst Variety          

   2/$500

Asst Variety
10-14.75 

oz.

Green Hass
Avocados

Bolthouse 
Peeled Baby 

Carrots

2/$800

Cheetos
 & Fritos

Asst Variety

Club, Town House, 
Toasteds, or Zesta 

Crackers

  

lb.

$299
Mrs. Gerry’s 
Extra 
Creamy
Coleslaw

Pringles

2/$400
Asst Variety          

Food Club 
Shredded Cheese

2/$500

Gerber 
Amish 

Whole Frying 
Chickens

Asst Variety          Asst Variety          

 $349

Brew Pub 
Lotzza Motzza 

Pizza

      $599

Cedar Crest 
Ice Cream

      $499

Sweet P’s 
Swiss 
Rolls      $399

Food Club 
Brownie Mix

  2/$300

Kellogg’s 
Pop Tarts

2/$500

Post Assorted 
Cereal

2/$600

lb.

XL
 Bell Peppers
Red, Yellow, or Orange 

Honey Crisp 
Apples

Food Club
Fruit Cups

Yellow or
 Zucchini 
Squash




	OCO0724_001
	OCO0724_002
	OCO0724_003
	OCO0724_004
	SHA0724_005
	SHA0724_006
	SHA0724_007
	SHA0724_008
	SHA0724_009
	SHA0724_010
	SHA0724_011
	SHA0724_012
	SHA0724_013
	SHA0724_014
	SHA0724_015
	SHA0724_016
	OCO0724_017
	OCO0724_018
	OCO0724_019
	SHA0724_020

