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Danley serving as Fairest of the Fair

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Olivia Danley was
crowned the 2025 Shawano
County Fairest of the Fair
on June 22, taking over
for Lydia Rasmussen as
the county fair’s newest
spokesperson.

With the crown comes
the responsibility of repre-
senting Shawano County
at other county fairs over
the next year, as well as
the Wisconsin State Fair.
She will also be the face of
the fair at other commu-
nity events in the county.
During the year, Danley
will also learn more about
presenting a professional
appearance, showing good
etiquette and more.

Danley comes from the
Clintonville area and is go-
ing into her senior year at
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Stevens Point.

“I am beyond honored
to be your 2025 Shawano
County Fairest of the Fair,”
Danley said to a crowd
of people at the Olson
Dairy Farm in the Town
of Birnamwood during the
Shawano County Brunch
on the Farm. “I'm a fifth-
generation sheep show-
man, and even though I
aged out of the junior fair,
I am still showing sheep in
open class. I am also proj-
ect leader, and I help out at
the 4-H food stand.”

To get the crown,
Danley had to go through
the interview process
at the fair office, a week
earlier, prepare a radio ad
that promotes the fair and
write an essay on why the
Shawano County Fair is
important.

After the big announce-
ment, Danley she was
proud to take on the role
of Fairest and represent
the fair.

“I'm super happy and
excited to have this role,
and I can’t wait to see what
new experiences I have,”
Danley said.

Danley had previ-
ously attempted to run for
Fairest in 2022, but she
finished as the first runner-
up. Things went better for
her this go-around.

“I’'m getting more com-
fortable in my schooling,”
Danley said, noting that
juggling the spokesperson
role with pursuing her
plans to get a bachelor’s
degree in elementary
education is part of the
challenge of being Fairest
of the Fair. “It was tough at
first, but now that I'm com-
fortable, I really wanted to
get out there just because
I've been at the fair my
entire life.”

Danley said she loves
how the county fair brings
together the community
for almost a week of laugh-
ter and fun.

“It’s just amazing to see
how everyone helps one
another out and how we
all come together to create
this wonderful experi-
ence,” Danley said.

She said she hopes that
her visits to other county
fairs across the state might
allow her to bring back
some ideas to make Sha-
wano County’s big event
even better.

Danley’s ascension also
meant Rasmussen’s final
moments on the stage,
and the outgoing Fair-
est reflected on what the
previous 12 months meant
to her.

“As I stand here today
for the final time as your
Shawano County Fairest of
the Fair, ’'m overwhelmed
with joy, gratitude and
a touch of sadness as I
reflect on a year that has
truly meant the world
to me,” Rasmussen said.
“This journey has taken me
to parades, numerous com-
munity events and unfor-
gettable moments repre-
senting Shawano County, a
place I will always proudly
call my home.”

Rasmussen fondly
remembered her work
bringing many fair events
to life, traveling to other
places and sharing why
the Shawano County Fair
means so much.

FAIREST, CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Olivia Danley is the 2025 Fairest of the Fair, having been crowned in late June. Danley comes from the Clintonville

area and is going into her senior year at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

CONTRIBUTED
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“One of my favorite
memories this year was
simply walking through
the dairy barn, taking in
the energy of hard work
and pride of each exhibi-
tor and a shared love of

agriculture that fills the
air,” Rasmussen said.
“Those thoughts meant
even more to me because
this was the last fair I
shared with my grand-
father, who we recently

lost.”

She added that her
grandfather helped to
instill all her agriculture
values.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Kings and queens reigned
before Fairest of the Fair

Here’s a look at the
men and women who have
reigned over the Shawano
County Fair in the past 65
years.

1960: Helen Brunette,
Queen, and John Krause,
King

1961: Marsha Henn,
Queen, and William Wen-
dorff, King

1962: Pam Radtke,
Queen, and Mark Peterson,
King

1963: Karen Wagner,
Queen, and Mark Krause,
King

1964: Donna Kraeger,
Queen, and Dean Malueg,
King

1965: Dianne Kraeger,
Queen, and Mark Wen-
dorff, King

1966-72: No recorded
royalty

1973: Jane Mare Echtner

1974: Roberta Peterson

1975-1980: No recorded
royalty

1981: Julie Mraz, Fair
Centennial Queen

Fairest of the Fair

1982: Kathleen Jarek

1983: Teresa Tauchen

(first runner-up at state)
1984: Teri Schultz
1985: Jennifer Erb
1986: Jennifer Erb
1987: Susan Wnek
1988: Tammy O’Neil
1989: Julie Engel
1990: Lori A. Bodart
1991: Jill Romberg
1992: Jeannine

Holewinski
1993: Ann Marie Onesti
1994: Katy Lucht
1995: Theresa Luepke
1996: Jessica Wolf
1997: Rachel Wussow
1998: Rachel Wussow
1999: Hamby Alford
2000: Roxanne Schaewe
2001: Sarah Wussow
2002: Amber Swenor

(2003 Wisconsin Fairest of

Fair)

2003: Kelly Kolaske
2004: Megan Fuhrman
2005: Jenny

Christiansen
2006: No program
2007: Suzzie Long
2008: Samantha Huss
2009: Angela Beilfuss
2010: Angie Brusky
2011: Amber Mallmann
2012: Aly Dallas

Lydia Rasmussen was Shawano

County Fairest of the Fair for 2024.
CONTRIBUTED

2013: Megan Welk

2014: Ashley
Bergsbaken

2015: Shianna Gracyalny

2016: Taylor Przybylski

2019: Tarah Malorky

2022: Harmony Reimer

2023: Mandi McClone

2024: Lydia Rasmussen



Good Luck
Shawano County Fair
participants|

Thank you to all who
help make this fair
happen.

Home for all your,
Grocery,Needs!

Fresh Cut Steaks,

Homemade Deli Treats
Fresh Baked Bread
Awesome Bottle Shop

boettlelshop

521 S. Main, Shawano
715-524-2523

charliescountymarket.com
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At left, Cherry Pie recently performed at Franklin Park in Shawano. The band
will be the closing act at the 2025 Shawano County Fair. Cherry Pie will per-
form on the Main Stage at 8:30 p.m. Aug. 31. Cherry Pie is a family-friendly
band with 25-plus years of experience, playing the biggest rock hits. Above,
the Sacred Heart Catholic Church picnic included music from New Genera-
tion, which will perform at 6 p.m. Aug. 28 at President’s Park as part of the

2025 Shawano County Fair music lineup.

FILE | NEW MEDIA

Music fills the air at county fair

Four stages will offer
plenty of music and enter-
tainment opportunities for
those attending the 2025
Shawano County Fair.

Main Stage entertain-
ment will kick off with Left
on Read at 8 p.m. Aug. 28.
Left on Read is a band in

the Fox Valley bringing a
variety of covers from the
’90s to today, including
hits from Sheryl Crow, No
Doubt, Shania Twain and
more.

Whiskey & Lace will
perform at 8 p.m. Aug. 29.
This is a high-energy band

from central Wisconsin
playing the best country
music from the ’90s and
today, mixed with popular
pop, pop-punk and rock
hits from the *90s and
today.

Spicy Tie Band will
be on the Main Stage at 8

p-m. Aug. 30. Winners of
multiple Wisconsin Area
Music Industry awards,
this rock ‘n’ roll party band
draws the audience in with
multiple lead vocals and a
variety of instrumentation,
including harmonica, saxo-
phone and trumpet — not

to mention a concert-style
sound and light show.
Their music covers
popular hits spanning
decades.
The final act on the
Main Stage is Cherry Pie,

which will play at 8:30 p.m.

Aug. 31. Cherry Pie is a

family-friendly band with
25-plus years of experi-
ence, playing the biggest
rock hits.

Playing on the Midway
Stage will be Homegrown
at 7 p.m. Aug. 28. Jamie

MUSIC, CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Spicy Tie Band will be on the Main Stage at 8 p.m. Aug. 30. Their music covers popular hits spanning decades.

MUSIC, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Hubbard and JT Crocker
joined together to create
the mixed music acoustic
duo.

Big Snake will play at 6
p.m. Aug. 29. This Green
Bay-area band plays South-
ern rock, classic rock and
blues.

Lovin Country takes
the stage at 1 p.m. Aug. 30.
Country and variety are
their staples.

Enjoy the sounds of
classic country tunes with
Country Rewind, which
performs at 6 p.m. Aug. 30.

Green Bay musician
Logan Spicer will play
Southern rock and clas-
sic country at 1 p.m. Aug.

CONTRIBUTED

31. Bill Hurley and Mike
Daley will perform several
genres of music from clas-
sic rock to country to folk
songs at 6 p.m. Aug. 31.
The final act on the
Midway Stage will be
Olivia Maro, who will per-
form at noon Sept. 1. The
singer and songwriter will
play country music.
President’s Park will be
the site for polka perform-
ers throughout the fair.
Up first will be New
Generation at 6 p.m. Aug.
28. On Aug. 29, Gary’s
Ridgeland Dutchman will
play at 1 p.m., and Chad
Przybylski will play at 6
p-m. Performing Aug. 30

will be Musical Brass at 1
p.m. and The Mix at 6 p.m.

Jerry Voelker takes to
the stage at 1 p.m. Aug. 31,
with the Maroszek Broth-
ers performing at 6 p.m.

Finally, Zander’s Music
Ray Makers will play at 1
p-m. Sept. 1.

Matthew Scherer’s
Magical Entertainment
will be featured on the
Shawano County Farm
Bureau Stage. Scherer’s
program includes audience
participation, magically
illustrated stories, a magic
workshop and balloon
artistry.

All performances are
free with gate admission.
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Fair has more than big animals, carnival

Activities also include
mixologist contest,
bingo, cake auction

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Sure, the Shawano
County Fair has rides,
animals, music and plenty
of food, but it also has
a variety of other ac-
tivities throughout the
fairgrounds.

Opening ceremonies
will kick off at 6 p.m. Aug.
27 in Veterans Park.

Beer and wine judging

will be held at 6 p.m. Aug.
28 in the Crawford Center.

Show off your skills by
trying to become Shawano
County’s No. 1 mixologist.
The Old-Fashioned Chal-
lenge will be held at 4:30
p-m. Aug. 31 at the Midway
Stage.

There is a $10 entry for
the amateur and profes-
sional categories, with a
payout in both categories.

The first 12 entries will
be accepted in both cat-
egories. Participants must
be 21 or older.

If you like bingo, make
your way to the Bingo
Building. The fun begins
at 5 p.m. Aug. 28 and 12:30
p-m. daily from Aug. 29
through Sept. 1. Bingo will
be played until 9 p.m. each
night, except for Sept. ],
when it closes at 5 p.m.

Play for only 50 cents a
card.

The coliseum will host
a several events.

The livestock auction
will be held at 6:30 p.m.
Aug. 29.

The Dairy Futurity

Show and State Fair ex-
hibitor auction will be held
at 7 p.m. Aug. 30.

Catch the small animal
auction at 10 a.m. Sept.
1. Pre-auction activities
get underway at 9 a.m.
Featured will be chickens,
rabbits, geese, turkeys and

ducks raised by Shawano
County youths especially
for this auction.

The decorated cake

auction will begin at 5 p.m.

Aug. 29 in the Huntington
4-H Building.

The kiddie tractor pull
will be held at noon Aug.

30 by the Main Stage. Reg-
istration begins at 11 a.m.
Church services at the
fair include a contempo-
rary service at 9:30 a.m.
Aug. 31 on the Main Stage.
A polka Mass will be
held at 11 a.m. Aug. 31 at
President’s Park.

LLARK COUNTRY STORE
WeJAlsolCarry,

Baking!Suppliesit)amsyiPreserves
iSeasoningsyPopcornland bulk{Pasta’

We Fl
ANIRSIZESIOFL
Propane
Cylindens

(neluding K5V & Rocks LT Pl
WelnrovidellRleylinden
&
Walsolcamaeusiony
ez o, MagAtomD QRS

(715) 758-7579

W5431 Lark Rd_, Shawano Wi Mon.-Fri: 8am-5pm

Sat: 8am-4:30pm

Noah Wendorff, of Shawano, tries to keep his duck from escaping while moving it to the poultry barn during the
2024 Shawano County Fair. FILE | NEW MEDIA
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What will it cost you
to get into the fair?

Daily gate admission to
the Shawano County Fair
is $5 per person for adults
and children 12 and older.
Children 11 and younger
get in for free.

Daily admission starts
at 9 am. Aug. 28 through
Sept. L.

The daily parking fee is
$5, with a free shuttle ride
from the east parking area.

On the opening night
of the fair, Aug. 27, gate
admission begins at 5 p.m.
at a cost of $3 per person
and free parking.

Senior citizens 62 and
older pay $2 for admission
and $5 for parking from
noon to 5 p.m. Aug. 29.

Season tickets are $25
per person. This includes
daily gate admission and
parking during the dura-
tion of the fair. It does not
include grandstand admis-
sion or rides.

There is also a life
membership available for
$300. This entitles the
holder, spouse and chil-
dren up to 16 years of age
to free admission to the
fair. Applications are avail-
able at the Fair Office.

Some grandstand events
have an additional fee.

The tractor pull at 6:30
p-m. Aug. 27 has an added
cost of $5 per person.

Action roars its head at

Rainbow Valley Rides will once again operate the midway rides at the 2025
Shawano County Fair. Wristbands at select times will provide unlimited

rides.

the Shawano Speedway at
6 p.m. Aug. 30. Admission
for the stock car races is
$12 for those 17 and older,
$6 for those 11-16 and free
for children younger than
11 with a paid adult.

Those same prices are
in effect for the demolition
derby that will begin at 1
p-m. Aug. 31 and for the
trailer races that start at 1
p-m. Sept. 1.

FILE| NEW MEDIA

Fireworks at dusk Aug.
30 are free for everyone to
enjoy.

No dogs or glass
bottles are allowed on
the fairgrounds or in the
grandstand.

For more information,
call the fair office at 715-
526-7069 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. weekdays, or send
at email to shawanofair@
gmail.com.
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