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Green Bay Packers cornerback Keisean Nixon (25) intercepts a pass against Chicago Bears tight end Cole Kmet (85) during the second half. The interception dashed the hopes of a Bears comeback, and the Packers went on to win 28-21
and take over first place of the NFC North. Green Bay is now the number two seed in the NFC playoff picture, while the Bears fell from the number one seed to number seven.

Nixon seals win with end zone INT

Chicago more competitive now, but Green Bay notches 10th win against Bears in last 11 games

BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

Packers defensive back
Keisean Nixon stopped
the Bears from scoring
and sealed up a 28-21 win
with a late fourth-quarter
interception in the 211th
meeting between Green
Bay and Chicago on Dec. 7
at Lambeau Field.

Down seven and facing
a fourth-and-1 from the
Packers’ 14-yard line, Bears
quarterback Caleb Wil-
liams took the snap, rolled

to the left and threw a loft-
ing pass to the end zone.

It landed in the hands of
Nixon, essentially icing the
game.

“We were in man (cov-
erage), and my guy went
behind the line of scrim-
mage and I was chasing,”
said Nixon. “I saw some-
body go free, and I just
chased. It wasn’t even my
man.”

Nixon’s interception
adds another chapter to
the ever-growing story of
the historic rivalry, as the

Packers now own a 109-
96-6 advantage and have
won 10 out of the last 11
matchups.

While the rivalry has
been fairly one-sided over
the past two decades, this
past week’s matchup felt
a little more intense than
seasons’ past. That is due
to the Bears coming into
this game as the NFC
North’s leading team as
well as the No. 1 seed in
the NFC playoff picture.

Green Bay was up for
the test and defeated Chi-

cago for the team’s third
straight divisional win,
elevating to the top of the
NFC North.

“It is huge. It is a very
big win, obviously, just
where we are at in the
NFC North,” said Packers
quarterback Jordan Love.
“In the division that we
have, I think we have some
really good teams, and
obviously the Bears were
on top, so we knew what it
was coming into it, and it
is a huge win.”

Love was one of the

major factors why Green
Bay was able to come
away with the win, as he
completed 17-0f-25 passes
for 234 yards, three touch-
downs and one intercep-
tion. Love also topped
3,000 passing yards on the
season in this game.

Love and the Packers
continued to ride the hot
hand of wide receiver
Christian Watson, who
finished the game with 89
yards and two touchdowns
on four receptions. Watson
now has 264 yards and five
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touchdowns on 17 recep-
tions over Green Bay’s past
four games.

“We were all sick, and
we knew what it meant to
him and obviously it was
going to be a long recovery
for him to get back,” Love
said of Watson, who tore
his ACL against the Bears
last season to end the year.
“Like I mentioned before,
we all watched him during
rehab and things like that
throughout the offseason

BEARS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Broncos' defense will be tough test for Packers

BY JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Green Bay will travel to
Denver for a game against
the 11-2 Broncos at 3:25
p-m. Dec. 14.

How do the two teams
look against each other?

Packers’ offense vs.
Broncos’ defense

The Packers have faced
some good defenses this
year, including their own
in practice. There is a dif-
ference, however, between

good and great.

The Broncos’ defense is
vicious. Their front is led
by linebacker Nik Bonitto,
who had 10.5 sacks entering
play in Week 14. Bonitto
led a team that had 51 sacks
on the year and makes its
living getting after oppos-
ing quarterbacks.

In the secondary, they
have standout cornerback
Patrick Surtain Jr., who
could be a candidate for
defensive player of the
year. In an era where
cornerbacks are specialists,

Surtain provides the ability
to move around the forma-
tion and potentially travel
with the opposing team’s
best receiver.

He’s not alone in the
secondary, which also
boasts rookie slot corner-
back Jahdae Barron, who
was a potential draft target
in Green Bay, as well as
Riley Moss, who has had
some bright moments this
season.

With a secondary that
tough, there are not that
many holes to run through

on the ground, either.

Denver entered Decem-
ber football in the top five
in the NFL in rushing yards
allowed against them.

There can be some
debate as to whether
Houston or Denver is the
best defense in the NFL,
but those are the only two
teams in the discussion.
This is the stiffest test that
Green Bay’s offense will
face between now and the
postseason.

BRONCOS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Chicago Bears defensive end Montez Sweat, right, sacks Green Bay Packers
quarterback Jordan Love (10) Dec. 7 in Green Bay. The Packers won 28-21.

AP PHOTO/MATT LUDTKE



PAGE 2 = GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS * www.newmedia-wi.com = FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025

BRONCOS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Green Bay’s offense
made a habit of getting in
its own way in Sunday’s
game against the Bears.

Jordan Love threw an
interception on the open-
ing possession of the game.
Their second possession
was killed by penalties and
more self-induced errors.

Once they got out of
their own way, however,
the Packers’ offense was
dynamic. Both touch-
downs in the first half
were explosive plays - a
23-yard throw to Christian
Watson, and a 45-yard pass
to Bo Melton just before
halftime to help the Pack-
ers build a 14-3 lead against
the Bears.

Watson was not done
there, scoring from 41
yards out to give the
Packers a 21-11 lead in the
second half. He has really
emerged as the team’s best
receiver since returning
from injury.

The offense was clunky
in the second half. They
had two three-and-outs in
the third quarter to go with
the touchdown to Watson.

When they needed it
the most, they put the ball
in the hands of Josh Jacobs.
Jacobs had 20 carries for
86 yards, but his biggest
plays came on two of his
final three carries.

He converted a third-
and-1 where he looked
like he would be bottled
up. The best backs create
yards that are not there.
Jacobs did that, turning
a loss on the play into 21
yards and first down.

Two carries, later he
was in the end zone for a
game winning touchdown.
Green Bay’s run game is
starting to find its groove
at the best time of the year
to do so.

Packers’ defense vs.
Broncos’ offense

Denver’s offense is in
the midst of building on
the fly. The last time these
two teams met in October
2023, Russell Wilson was

BEARS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and training camp to be
able to get back, and I just
think he has been play-
ing at a really high level
right now. He talked in the
locker room after, but this
game meant a lot to him
for that reason — to be
able to come out healthy

the quarterback in the
midst of one of the worst
trades in the history of the
NFL.

Wilson has since been
benched and essentially
banished from the NFL
as the third quarterback
with the New York Giants
behind Jaxson Dart and
Jameis Winston.

After Wilson’s bench-
ing and the season that
followed, Denver spent its
first round pick on Bo Nix.

Nix has been the pre-
ferred starter since step-
ping into Denver and was
Sean Payton’s hand-picked
student to try and get him
back to the Super Bowl.

Nix has had his ups
and downs as any young
quarterback would, but has
shown a knack for mak-
ing big plays in the fourth
quarter, highlighted by
his team putting together
a 33-point fourth quarter
against the aforementioned
Giants.

When Nix gets the ball
out of his hands, Courtland
Sutton and Troy Franklin
have been his go-to receiv-
ers, with each surpassing
80 targets on the year.

Sutton leads the team
with more than 14 yards
per reception.

Their run game is a
committee approach with
J.K. Dobbins sidelined with
an injury. R.J. Harvey and
Jaleel McLaughlin are the
next two leading rushers
apart from Nix, who is able
to create some plays with
his legs.

Green Bay’s defense
was largely dominant in
the first half, with Caleb
Williams completing just
one of his first seven pass-
es in the game. The Bears
were hardly able to move
the ball as the Packers
outrushed them in the first
half. Combine those two
things together and Green
Bay had only allowed three
points in the first half.

The third quarter was a
different story. With two

Chicago Bears linebacker T.J. Edwards (53) tackles Green Bay Packers running back Josh Jacobs (8) during the second half. Jacobs led the team with 86 yards

and a touchdown on 20 carries.

full possessions, the Pack-
ers allowed 10 points.
Chicago’s Ben Johnson
made his adjustments
to get Caleb Williams in
a better rhythm, and it
worked. Williams and the
Bears’ offense were able
to get into scoring range
twice and capped off their
first possession of the sec-

ond half with a touchdown.

Chicago would score
on each of its first three
possession, including a
17-play, 83-yard drive that
took 8:32 off the clock
to tie the game at 21-21
midway through the fourth
quarter.

Green Bay’s defense
found a way at the end of
the game, however, to de-
liver the decisive blow.

With Chicago facing
fourth-and-1 with less than
30 seconds on the clock,
Williams rolled to his left
and threw the ball in the
direction of Cole Kmet.

The ball was under-
thrown and intercepted
by Keisean Nixon, giving
the Packers the big closing
play to put them into first
place in the NFC North.

Special Teams

Denver’s return game is
one of the best the Pack-
ers are set to face this
year with Marvin Mims
handling both kickoff and
punt duties. He averages
more than 27 yards per
kick return and 15 yards on
punts.

Their kicking game is
led by Will Lutz, who has

made 86% of his kicks
coming into Week 14, and
had yet to miss an extra
point.

Jeremy Crawshaw has a
big leg, having unleashed
a 76-yard-punt earlier this
season.

Green Bay’s special
teams is facing some insta-
bility in the return game,
even with Jayden Reed’s
return to the lineup.

Reed has returned
punts in the past, and the
Packers have not been up
to par in the punt return
game with a rotation of
guys including Reed being
anemic to say the least.

Romeo Doubs contin-
ued to be the team’s punt
returner in Sunday’s game
against Chicago.
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Savion Williams has
missed the last two games
with a foot injury, which
has put even more of a
question mark on the kick-
off return game. Bo Melton
has been handling those
duties but is not a natural
player at the position.

Melton was back to
help return kicks Sunday
against Chicago, but return
duties were also handled
by reserve running back
Emanuel Wilson in what
was a relatively nonde-
script day for Green Bay’s
return game.

The kick coverage game
was solid Sunday but did
have one hiccup when
Brandon McManus kicked
the ball out of bounds in
the third quarter.

big-time touchdown catch-
es and make some other
big-time plays. Since he
has been back, he has been
making play after play.”
Bo Melton caught
Love’s third touchdown
pass, finishing the game
with just the one recep-

touchdown.

Jayden Reed made his
return to the field this
week after suffering a foot
injury to start the season
and a collarbone injury
in Week 2. The Michigan
State alum recorded 31
yards on four receptions.

Jacobs led the team with
86 yards and a touchdown
on 20 carries. Emanuel
Wilson added another 10
yards on three carries.

For the Bears, Williams
finished the game complet-
ing 19-of-35 passes for 186
yards, two touchdowns

Rookie Luther Burden
led Chicago in receiving,
as he caught four passes
for 67 yards. Tight end
Colston Loveland finished
the game with 29 yards
and a touchdown on four
receptions, while Olamide
Zaccheaus hauled in Wil-

pass.

D’Andre Swift paced
the run game for the Bears,
totaling 63 yards on 13
carries, while Kyle Monan-
gai added 57 yards on 14
carries.

With the win, Green
Bay now owns the top spot

and obviously have two tion for 45 yards and a In the run game, Josh and one interception. liams’ other touchdown in the NFC North.
GREEN BAY PACKERS AT DENVER BRONCOS
TIME AND DATE: 3:25 1998. The Broncos finally won in Denver was in 2007 Bye Week Broncos, 3:25 p.m. noon

p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14

LOCATION: Empower
Field at Mile High

TV: CBS

RADIO: Flagship WRIT-
FM Milwaukee — 95.7; Pack-
ers Radio Network includes
WIXX-FM Green Bay — 101.1,
WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3,
WLST-FM Marinette — 9511,
and WSAU Wausau — 550
AM and 95.1 FM

2025 RECORDS: Packers,
9-3-1. Broncos, 11-2.

HISTORY: The Broncos
and Packers have met with
the highest stakes possible.

The two teams met in
Super Bowl XXXII in January

won a Super Bowl for John
Elway behind a dominant
rushing attack, with Terrell
Davis shredding Green Bay's
defense. The Packers would
never return to the Super
Bowl with Brett Favre under
center.

Overall, the two teams
have met 16 times, with the
Broncos holding an 8-7-1
advantage in the series.

The last time these two
teams met was just two years
ago with the Packers falling
19-17 in Denver — a last-gasp
effort from Jordan Love fall-
ing short.

The last time the Packers

when Favre hit Greg Jennings
in overtime for a walk-off
touchdown to beat Jay Cut-
ler's Broncos.

COACHES: Packers, Matt
LaFleur, seventh season, 77-
35-1. Broncos, Sean Payton,
third season, 29-18.

PACKERS SCHEDULE

Sunday, Sept. 7, vs. Detroit
Lions, W 27-13

Thursday, Sept. 11, vs.
Washington Commanders,
W 27-18

Sunday, Sept. 21, at Cleve-
land Browns, L 10-13

Sunday, Sept. 28, at Dallas
Cowboys, T 40-40

Sunday, Oct. 12, vs. Cin-
cinnati Bengals, W 28-17
Sunday, Oct. 19, at Ari-
zona Cardinals, W 27-23
Sunday, Oct. 26, at Pitts-
burgh Steelers, W 35-25
Sunday, Nov. 2, vs. Caro-
lina Panthers, L 13-16
Monday, Nov. 10, vs.
Philadelphia Eagles, L 7-10
Sunday, Nov. 16, at New
York Giants, W 27-20
Sunday, Nov. 23, vs. Min-
nesota Vikings, W 23-6
Thursday, Nov. 27, at
Detroit Lions, W 31-24
Sunday, Dec. 7, vs. Chi-
cago Bears, W 28-21
Sunday, Dec. 14, at Denver

Saturday, Dec. 20, at Chi-
cago Bears, 7:20 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 27, vs.
Baltimore Ravens, TBA
Sunday, Jan. 4, at Min-
nesota Vikings, TBA
NFL SCHEDULE
Thursday, Dec. 11
Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 7:15
p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 14
Baltimore at Cincinnati,
noon
Las Vegas at Philadelphia,
noon
Arizona at Houston, noon
LA Chargers at Kansas
City, noon
Buffalo at New England,

NY Jets at Jacksonville,
noon

Washington at NY Giants,
noon

Cleveland at Chicago,
noon

Carolina at New Orleans,
3:25 p.m.

Detroit at LA Rams, 3:25
p.m.

Indianapolis at Seattle,
3:25 p.m.

Tennessee at San Fran-
cisco, 3:25 p.m.

Minnesota at Dallas, 7:20
p.m.

Monday, Dec. 15

Miami at Pittsburgh, 7:15

p.m.



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 = GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS = www.newmedia-wi.com * PAGE 3

Is the Orange Crush
defense back in Denver?

BY JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Football season has
nearly come and gone with
the Green Bay Packers tak-
ing their journey into the
middle of December.

They’re in the midst
of a stretch where they
will see the Chicago Bears
twice in three weeks, with
a date against the Denver
Broncos sandwiched in
between them.

Denver has not been a
kind place to the Packers
in recent memory, and that
includes the Jordan

Love iteration of the
Packers. Love has played
in Denver before and did
not come away with a win.
These Broncos are differ-
ent, currently fighting for
the top seed in the AFC.

More on that, and what
the Packers are up against
in our weekly six pack.

1.
Painful
memories
When
the Packers head to Den-
ver on Sunday, they’ll be
facing a team that handed
them the most painful
loss in franchise history.
The Denver Broncos were
double-digit underdogs in
January 1998 and the de-
fending champion Packers
were expected to roll them
right off the field en route
to a second title.

That was not to be. Ter-
rell Davis ran around, over
and through Green Bay’s
defense for 157 yards and
three touchdowns. Brett
Favre turned the ball over
twice and had his last-gasp
rally fall 31 yards short, and
the Packers were the first
Super Bowl loser in the
NFC in 14 years.

2. Pay-
ton and
McCarthy
Sean
Payton is widely revered
as one of the NFL'’s best
coaches. He won a Super
Bowl in New Orleans with
Drew Brees at the helm,
and helped turn the Saints
into a perennial contender.
Oftentimes the phrase
future Hall of Famer sur-
rounds Payton when he’s
compared to the all-time
greats in the coaching
ranks.

Mike McCarthy does
not get the same level of
reverence. McCarthy, how-
ever, has the same amount
of Super Bowl titles as
Payton, coached in more
conference title games and
has a regular season win
percentage of .608. Pay-
ton’s currently is at .627,
which is comparable. One
coach is consistently seen
as a genius, while the other
is a punch line.

3. Young
QBs
Jordan
Love has
established himself as one

Green Bay Packers tight end Luke Musgrave (88) reaches for the ball that was ruled incomplete after review during
the first half against the Chicago Bears on Dec. 7 in Green Bay. The Packers won and took over first place in the NFC

North.

of the top quarterbacks in
football. Bo Nix is trying
to work toward that status.
Much like last week’s game
against Caleb Williams,
Nix has done his best
work in the fourth quarter
against opposing teams.
The final numbers may not
be there, but the Broncos
are happy to have some-
one who can deliver under
pressure. Whether or not
that is sustainable is up to
the eye of the beholder,
but Nix has been rock solid
late in games.

4. MVP

run?
Everyone
talks about

Jordan Love’s numbers
during the Toyota promo-
tion known as Toyota-
thon, but the reality now is
that Love could be making
arun at the regular season
MVP award.

The Packers are chasing
the NFC’s top seed, and to
achieve that, Love is going
to need to play great down
the stretch.

New England’s Drake
Maye and Los Angeles’
Matthew Stafford are the
two favorites to win the
award at the moment, but
Love is creeping up the
betting odds, entering
play in December as +1600
to win the award. Those
numbers could continue
to climb if Stafford has an-
other poor game down the
stretch while Love contin-
ues to play lights out as the
Packers pursue supremacy
in the NFC playoff picture.

5. Orange
Crush
The Pack-
ers’ defense
was hoping to put together
a dynamic pass rush when
they paired Micah Parsons
with Rashan Gary, Lukas
Van Ness and Devonte
Wyatt.

Green Bay’s pass
rush has been good but
largely on the shoulders of
Parsons.

Denver’s pass rush is
right up there with the
Houston Texans in terms
of the best in the NFL.

Coming into play in
Week 14, the Broncos had
51 sacks on the season,
harkening back to the days
of the “Orange Crush”
defense from the 1980s.
Green Bay’s offensive line
is facing its stiffest test to
date when taking on this
group, who is currently
led by Nik Bonitto, who
reached double digit sacks
before play in December
began.

6.
Altitudue’d
We men-
tioned previ-
ously that the Packers had
one of the most painful
losses in franchise history
against these Broncos. The
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reality is that traveling
to Denver has not been a
pleasant experience for
them.

Since the turn of the
century, the Packers have
played in Denver three
times. They were hu-
miliated on Sunday Night
Football against the even-
tual champion Broncos
in 2015, who held Aaron
Rodgers to fewer than 100
yards passing. They lost
19-17 in Denver in 2023 in
Jordan Love’s first season
as the starter, who had a
late comeback drive fall
short.

The lone win since
2000 in Denver came in
2007, when Brett Favre hit
Greg Jennings for a walk-
off touchdown in over-
time against Jay Cutler’s
Broncos.
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Jordan Morgan
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Luke Musgrave............... TE
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Troy Franklin....
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14 Courtland Sutton.........WR
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16 Jeremy Crawshaw............. P
17 Lil' Jordan Humphrey..WR
19 Marvin Mims Jr............. WR
21 Riley MosS...cccoovvicerrininnens CB
22 Brandon Jones......ccouuiunnne S
23 Jahdae Barron.... .CB
26 Devon Key.....cooovueerrenenas DB

28 Tyler Badie.......ccovurvrernnee RB
29 Ja'Quan McMillian........ CB
31 Kris Abrams-Draine.......CB

34 J.L. Skinnef.....ovveveeenenas S
35 Reese Taylor......ooeeennd CB
38 Jaleel McLaughlin

40 Justin Strnad.......cccco......
45 Nate Adkins.........ccoeueuee.. TE
46 Adam Prentice

48 Mitchell Fraboni............. LS
49 Alex Singleton................ ILB

51 Que Robinson
52 Jonah Elliss.....ccceuvunnes
54 Alex Forsyth.....ccovvinnne

57 Dre Greenlaw.................. LB
60 Luke Wattenberg............. C
63 Alex Palczewski................. T

69 Mike McGlinchey.
72 Garett Bolles.....c.ccovrennnes

73 Frank Crum...cceveerenennns T
75 Geron Christian................. T
76 Calvin Throckmorton......G
77 Quinn Meinerz............. G/C
82 Adam Trautman.............. TE
89 Mardedes Lewis............. TE

92 Dondrea Tillman.......... oLB
93 D.J. Jones

94 Jordan Jackson............... DL
95 Sai'vion Jones................. DE
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97 Malcolm Roach.............. DT
98 John Franklin-Myers.....DL
99 Zach Allen.......ueeueee. DL

GAME DAY
PREDICTIONS

Susan,
Golden Pond Tenant

SENIOR LIVING & MEMORY CARE

Score Prediction

Packers 25
@ Broncos 10

“My best memory was

the first time | stepped

into the stadium for a
game—it was
unforgettable.”

My favorite Packer player is
Bart Starr. On game day, my
go-to snack is chips. The
biggest rival in my eyes?
Definitely the Minnesota
Vikings. And when it comes to
Packer merch, | love my
collection of t-shirts the most.

Join the huddle!

(866) 584-7163
thecottagescare.com
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MOMENTS

Green Bay Packers wide receiver Christian Watson (9) runs for a touchdown against the Chicago Bears during the second half Dec. 7 in Green Bay. Watson scored two touchdowns in the Packers’ 28-21 victory.
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IS WATSON EMERGING AS WR1?

WipE Receiver Having STRoNG ComeBack FrRom ACL INJURY A YEeAR AGo
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