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The Green Bay Packers 
completed a season sweep 
of the Detroit Lions after 
winning in Detroit, 31-24, 
on Thanksgiving Day.

As has been the case 
for Green Bay this season, 
Micah Parsons continued 
to play All-Pro level foot-
ball in this game. Parsons 
finished the game with 
eight tackles, three tackles 
for loss and 2.5 sacks. Play-
ing in Dallas for the start 
of his career, dominating 
on Thanksgiving is noth-
ing out of the ordinary for 

Parsons. In five Thanks-
giving games, Parsons has 
recorded 8.5 sacks.

“I just think it is the 
whole factor,” said Par-
sons, on his history of 
success on Thanksgiving. 
“Just community life, fam-
ily life, my family watching 
me, family in town, kids. 
Any time my son is in 
town, he expects a certain 
level of dominance out of 
me, or I am going to hear 
from him.”

Led by Parsons, Green 
Bay continued to ride its 
powerful defensive unit, 
stifling Detroit’s strong run 
game. Jahmyr Gibbs, who 

was coming off a 219-yard, 
two-touchdown perfor-
mance the previous week 
against the New York 
Giants, was held to just 68 
rushing yards on 20 carries 
in this game.

With Gibbs not hav-
ing a strong game on the 
ground, the Lions used the 
arm of quarterback Jared 
Goff to move the ball in 
this game. Goff finished the 
game completing 20-of-26 
passes for 256 yards and 
two touchdowns.

With superstar wide 
receiver Amon-Ra St. 
Brown getting injured 
at the start of the game, 

Jameson Williams was the 
main benefactor of Goff’s 
day passing. The Alabama 
alum recorded seven re-
ceptions for 144 yards and 
one touchdown.

While the passing 
numbers for the Lions look 
good, the Packers defense 
was able to hold the Lions 
out of the end zone when 
it mattered most — on 
fourth down. Finding itself 
on fourth and short twice, 
Green Bay’s defense came 
up and stopped Detroit on 
both attempts.

On the flip side, when 
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Green Bay will host 
Chicago on Sunday after-
noon, with the NFC North 
title on the line.

Here’s how the teams 
match up:

Packers’ offense vs. 
Bears’ defense

Chicago’s defense has 
struggled this season on 
a play-to-play basis, but 
they did get some rein-
forcements back last week. 

Jaylon Johnson and Kyler 
Gordon both returned 
from injuries, and that 
could make their defense 
better as a whole.

Up front, their leader in 
sacks is Montez Sweat, and 
they’ve received contribu-
tions from a plethora of 
other guys — including 
second-year player Austin 
Booker, who has seen his 
role increase in recent 
weeks.

Their linebacker 
situation is messy at the 
moment. All three of their 

preferred starters missed 
Friday’s game in Phila-
delphia, and it’s unclear if 
they’ll be able to return for 
this week’s game in Green 
Bay.

Where the Bears make 
their living is on taking the 
ball away. Safety Kevin 
Byard and cornerback 
Nahshon Wright are both 
on the leaderboard for 
most interceptions in foot-
ball, which includes Byard 
leading the league with six.

The Bears lead the 
league in takeaways as 

well. They added three 
more to their tally against 
the Eagles. That’s more 
impressive considering the 
Eagles came into the game 
with the least amount of 
giveaways in the NFL. 
Ball security is going to be 
paramount for this Pack-
ers’ offense.

Green Bay’s offense was 
dynamic last week against 
Detroit and could be see-
ing some reinforcements 
return this week.

Micah Parson locks down Lions quarterback Jared Goff on third down for a 9-yard loss during the fourth quarter of the Thanksgiving Day game in Detroit. The Lions, trailing by 10 points at the time, kicked 
a field goal as Parsons’ sack successfully ended the Lions’ final possession.								                      GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Bears won’t be the usual pushovers

LIONS,  CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

BEARS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Packers sweep Lions with Thanksgiving win
Love throws 4 TDs, Parsons closes game with multiple sacks

Dontayvian Wicks led Packer receivers with six receptions for 94 yards and 
two touchdowns.		            GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Jordan Love was awarded the Thanksgiving Day NFL MVP trophy honoring 
John Madden. The first ever Thanksgiving Day NFL trophy pays homage to 
Madden’s love for family, football and food. Bengals quarterback Joe Bur-
row and Cowboys QB Dak Prescott were the other recipients of this year’s 
trophy and award.		          GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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CHICAGO BEARS AT GREEN BAY PACKERS
TIME AND DATE: 3:25 

p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7
LOCATION: Lambeau 

Field
TV: Fox
RADIO: Flagship WRIT-

FM Milwaukee — 95.7; Pack-
ers Radio Network includes 
WIXX-FM Green Bay — 101.1, 
WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3, 
WLST-FM Marinette — 95.1, 
and WSAU Wausau — 550 
AM and 95.1 FM

2025 RECORDS: Packers, 
8-3-1. Bears, 9-3.

HISTORY: The Bears and 
Packers have been locking 
horns since the 1930s.

The Packers lead the all-
time series 109-77-7.

Their last matchup at 
Lambeau Field came last year 
when the Packers lost in an 
odd game where the Bears 
kicked a walk-off field goal as 
time expired.

Their most recent meeting 
however, came down to the 
final play of the game. The 
Packers took a late 20-19 lead 
on a quarterback sneak from 
Jordan Love.

Caleb Williams mounted 
a comeback drive to get the 
Bears into field goal range 
and have a chance to snap a 
10-game losing streak to the 
Packers.

This is the first time these 
two teams have met with 

stakes this high since 2013, 
where Aaron Rodgers found 
Randall Cobb for a touch-
down to win the NFC North 
in his first game back from a 
broken collarbone.

COACHES: Matt LaFleur, 
fifth season, 77-35-1. Bears, 
Ben Johnson, first season, 
9-3.

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Sunday, Sept. 7, vs. Detroit 

Lions, W 27-13
Thursday, Sept. 11, vs. 

Washington Commanders, 
W 27-18

Sunday, Sept. 21, at Cleve-
land Browns, L 10-13

Sunday, Sept. 28, at Dallas 

Cowboys, T 40-40
Bye Week
Sunday, Oct. 12, vs. Cin-

cinnati Bengals, W 28-17
Sunday, Oct. 19, at Ari-

zona Cardinals, W 27-23
Sunday, Oct. 26, at Pitts-

burgh Steelers, W 35-25
Sunday, Nov. 2, vs. Caro-

lina Panthers, L 13-16
Monday, Nov. 10, vs. 

Philadelphia Eagles, L 7-10
Sunday, Nov. 16, at New 

York Giants, W 27-20
Sunday, Nov. 23, vs. Min-

nesota Vikings, W 23-6
Thursday, Nov. 27, at 

Detroit Lions, W 31-24
Sunday, Dec. 7, vs. Chi-

cago Bears, 3:25 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 14, at Denver 
Broncos, 3:25 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 20, at 
Chicago Bears, TBA

Saturday, Dec. 27, vs. 
Baltimore Ravens, TBA

Sunday, Jan. 4, at Min-
nesota Vikings, TBA

NFL SCHEDULE
Thursday, Dec. 4
Dallas at Detroit, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 7
Tennessee at Cleveland, 

noon
Seattle at Atlanta, noon
Indianapolis at Jackson-

ville, noon
Washington at Minnesota, 

noon

Cincinnati at Buffalo, noon
New Orleans at Tampa 

Bay, noon
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 

noon
Miami at NY Jets, noon
Denver at Las Vegas, 3:05 

p.m.
LA Rams at Arizona, 3:25 

p.m.
Chicago at Green Bay, 

3:25 p.m.
Houston at Kansas City, 

7:20 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 8
Philadelphia at LA Char-

gers, 7:15 p.m.
Bye teams: Carolina, New 

England, NY Giants, San 
Francisco
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It has been a very long 
time since the best player 
on the Green Bay Packers 
has been on the defensive 
side of the ball.

Micah Parsons looks to 
be that player now.

Days before the season 
started, general manager 
Brian Gutekunst orches-
trated a trade with the 
Dallas Cowboys to get Par-
sons. That trade included 
Green Bay sending two 
first-round draft picks and 
defensive tackle Kenny 
Clark in exchange for Par-

sons. While that obviously 
is a lot of compensation, 
that is the price one is 
going to have to pay when 
trying to land a top 10 
player in the entire league.

“I felt like going into the 
offseason, it was supposed 
to be my year to be the 
best player, and I am just 
trying to live up to that,” 
said Parsons.

Gutekunst then turned 
around and signed Parsons 
to a four year, $188 million 
deal, essentially hitch-
ing the Packers’ wagon to 
the 26-year-old star pass 
rusher. Locking Parsons 
up appears to be the right 

move for the Packers now 
and looking to the future 
of this team.

During the Jordan Love 
era, Green Bay has been 
one of the better teams in 
the NFL. The issue is that 
the team has consistently 
bowed out in the playoffs. 
It is obvious to say this, 
but making the move to get 
Parsons is a move to help 
the Packers get that extra 
push to making it to the 
Super Bowl.

Trading for Parsons is 
reminiscent of moves that 
were made for Green Bay’s 
previous two Super Bowl 
victories. Led by Brett Fa-

vre, Green Bay added Reg-
gie White, which brought 
about a Super Bowl. Led 
by Aaron Rodgers, Green 
Bay added Charles Wood-
son, which brought about 
a Super Bowl. Now, led 
by Love, Green Bay added 
Parsons, which will hope-
fully bring about a Super 
Bowl.

On the season, Parsons 
has totaled 12.5 sacks on top 
of 24 quarterback hits, so it 
has become obvious that he 
is doing his part in making 
the Packers’ defense one of 
the best units in the NFL 
and in keeping those Super 
Bowl hopes alive.

“They brought me here 
to help win games and be 
the person that I am right 
now – making people bet-
ter, cheering on guys and 
ending games,” said Par-
sons. “That is what they 
were looking for, and that 
is what they found.”

To Parsons’ point of 
being that player who can 
end games, that has be-
come a part of the Packers 
team that has seemingly 
come under the radar. 
When it gets late in the 
game and Green Bay is 
playing that “bend, don’t 
break” defense, it has been 
Parsons who has been the 

closer. In both of Green 
Bay’s wins against the Ari-
zona Cardinals and New 
York Giants, it was Par-
sons’ play late that helped 
to lock up those games.

With five games left in 
the season and without a 
playoff spot locked up yet, 
it would be foolish to al-
ready be talking about get-
ting to a Super Bowl. But 
when you have a player 
that is as skilled as Par-
sons, this Packers’ defense 
and team as a whole seems 
to be in a much better spot 
this season than either of 
the past two years of Love 
starting for this team.

LIONS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Is Parsons the key to a Super Bowl win?
Michah Parsons grips his arms around Jared Goff  during the fourth quarter. Parsons recorded two solo sacks on the Lions final possession of Thursday’s game in Detroit. 			               GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Green Bay was faced 
with fourth down plays, 
it converted all three at-
tempts, giving the offense 
the extra chances that 
it needed to continue to 
score points.

Two of those three 
fourth-down conversions 
for Green Bay came by 
way of Dontayvion Wicks. 
After dealing with injuries 
and inconsistent play all 
season long, Wicks was 
finally put into a featured 
role. He finished the game 
with 94 receiving yards 
on six receptions and two 
touchdowns.

One of his touch-
downs came on one of 

those aforementioned 
fourth downs, as up 3-0 
on fourth-and-3 from the 
Detroit 22-yard line, coach 
Matt LaFleur elected to go 
for the first down. Jordan 
Love took the snap and 
threw a deep pass down 
the left side line. Wicks 
was able to control the 
catch and get both of his 
feet down to score the 
game’s first touchdown.

Wicks’ second fourth-
down conversion came at 
the biggest moment of the 
game. Looking to close the 
game out, Green Bay — 
up 31-24 with 1:55 left and 
facing a fourth-and-3 from 
the Detroit 45-yard line — 

elected to attempt the first 
down rather than punt the 
ball back to Detroit. Love 
dropped back and threw 
a jump ball on a crossing 
route. Wicks jumped and 
made the catch, even with 
his shoe falling off, and 
thus iced the game for 
Green Bay.

“He made critical plays 
all game,” said LaFleur. 
“The touchdown on fourth 
down (and) obviously 
the fourth down conver-
sion there at the end — I 
am just really proud of 
him and just his mental 
toughness to stay with 
it, because he is a (great) 
player. He is a tough guy 

to cover, and he came up 
big for us today.”

Along with Wicks, 
Love registered one of his 
best games of the season. 
Love completed 18-of-30 
passes for 234 yards and 
four touchdowns.

Christian Watson 
added to the receiving 
game, as he recorded 80 
yards and a touchdown on 
four receptions. Romeo 
Doubs caught Love’s 
other touchdown pass as 
he finished with 20 yards 
and a touchdown on four 
receptions.

Back from his leg 
injury, Josh Jacobs led the 
Packers run game in this 

one, as he totaled 83 yards 
on 17 carries. Coming off 
of his big day against the 
Vikings, Emanuel Wilson 
added another 14 rushing 
yards in this game.

With the win over the 
Lions, the Packers now sit 
at 8-3-1 with a great path 
at making the playoffs. 
The Packers also hold 
a 1.5 game lead over the 
Lions in not only the divi-
sion but also the playoff 
picture.

“This was a huge win. 
This was the division 
champs last year,” said 
Parsons, on the magnitude 
of beating Detroit. “You 
know who (Detroit) has 

on their team; you know 
what they bring. It is a 
team that fights to the 
end. It is a battle. We are 
all banged up. That was 
a 12-round boxing match. 
This was a big win for 
where we want to go — 
win the division, playoffs. 
That was a playoff game.”

With the Chicago Bears 
beating the Philadelphia 
Eagles this week, the 
Packers sit a game behind 
in the division. That sets 
the stage for two very im-
portant matchups, as the 
Packers take on the Bears 
in two out of the next 
three weeks — including 
this coming week.
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Jayden Reed has been 
out since September with 
a collarbone and foot inju-
ry but was close to playing 
last week in Detroit.

If he was close to play-
ing in Detroit, he could 
be ready this week for the 
month of December to 
give Green Bay’s offense 
a boost.

Christian Watson and 
Dontayvion Wicks both 
had big games against the 
Lions with Wicks scor-
ing twice and catching a 
game-sealing fourth down 
conversion.

Watson has been the 
team’s best receiver since 
his return from injured re-
serve and had a big game 
against Chicago at Soldier 
Field last year. The Pack-
ers appear to be willing to 
give him more opportuni-
ties to keep him involved 
in the offense.

Green Bay’s offensive 
line has made a big change 
with Anthony Belton tak-
ing over at right guard. He 
had some nice moments 
but did struggle in pass 
protection, giving up six 
of the team’s 11 pressures 
against Detroit. Perhaps 
another week will allow 
him to settle in to what is 
a new position for him.

The story of last week’s 
game, however, was Jor-
dan Love.

Matt LaFleur handed 
the keys to his franchise 
quarterback, and Love 
delivered what is likely his 
best game of the season. 
Love threw four scoring 
strikes, two on fourth 
downs. His passer rating 
was over 120.

Perhaps more impor-
tantly, on the final series 
of the game, LaFleur 
told him that he had two 
downs to go win the game. 
That’s a level of trust we 
have not seen in Green 
Bay’s offense from its 
head coach throughout the 
season.

Perhaps the Packers 
have stumbled into their 
identity as the coach 
found his team’s best path 
to victory.

Packers’ defense vs. 
Bears’ offense

To state the obvious, 
what a player Micah Par-
sons is. Parsons was com-
pared to former New York 
Yankee Mariano Rivera 
last week by defensive 
coordinator Jeff Hafley, 
stating he was the team’s 
closer.

Parsons knows its his 
job to end the game once 
the Packers have built a 
lead. Last week, he did his 
part again, sacking Jared 
Goff 2.5 times, bringing his 
season total to 12.5. Par-
sons also became the first 
player to ever record 12 or 
more sacks in his first five 
seasons. He’s been every-
thing the Packers could 
have hoped for and more 
since his acquisition.

Outside of Parsons, 
Green Bay’s defense is fac-
ing some attrition on the 
defensive line. They are 
hoping to get Lukas Van 
Ness and Karl Brooks back 
on their defensive line, 
and they are going to need 

all hands on deck.
Not only does Chicago 

have an ascending run 
game, but the Packers just 
lost Devonte Wyatt for 
the rest of the season with 
an injury he suffered last 
week.

Their secondary 
struggled against Detroit, 
especially against Jame-
son Williams. They could 
get Nate Hobbs back this 
week, but he has struggled 
during the year and likely 
will be relegated to re-
serve duty behind Keisean 
Nixon and Carrington 
Valentine. Valentine had 
some rough moments 
against the Lions but has 
mostly been a bright spot 
in the secondary.

Across from Green 
Bay will be an ascending 
offense, specifically on the 
line and run game. For all 
the discussion surround-
ing Ben Johnson’s creativ-
ity in the passing game, 
he has built a physical 
ground game, which is led 
by the right side of their 
offensive line.

Drew Dallman, Jonah 

Jackson and specifi-
cally Darnell Wright have 
grown into a group of bul-
lies. They just beat up on 
the Philadelphia Eagles, 
which included them 
getting two individual 100-
yard rushers.

Both D’Andre Swift and 
Kyle Monangai are hard 
runners who make some 
hay after contact is made.

In the passing game, 
Caleb Williams is still 
and up-and-down player. 
He struggled against the 
Eagles, completing less 
than 50% of his passes and 
throwing an interception. 
He did, however, throw a 
nifty touchdown pass to 
Cole Kmet to seal a big 
win on the road. He has 
two good tight ends in 

Kmet and first-round pick 
Colston Loveland, who 
has become a bigger part 
of the offense in recent 
weeks.

His receiver trio of DJ 
Moore, Rome Odunze and 
Luther Burden gives him 
options to try and find 
some opportunities in 
Green Bay’s secondary.

One of the keys for 
Green Bay’s pass rush 
this week will be keeping 
Williams in the pocket 
and also getting him to 
the ground when they get 
their hands on them. Wil-
liams has been one of the 
best quarterbacks in the 
league at escaping sacks 
and making plays with his 
legs. He hurt the Packers 
with his legs a season ago 
as well. Perhaps the return 
of Quay Walker next to 
Edgerrin Cooper can help 
free things up to keep an 
extra set of eyes on Wil-
liams once he escapes the 
pocket.

Special Teams
Green Bay has put 

together what is prob-
ably their best two-game 

stretch of the season after 
another solid performance 
in Detroit against the 
Lions.

Brandon McManus 
made all of his kicks, and 
outside of some question-
able decision making on 
kickoffs from Bo Melton, 
Green Bay’s special teams 
won the day against De-
troit and Minnesota. Both 
of those teams had better 
special teams than Green 
Bay’s coming into the 
game as well.

Chicago’s special teams 
is another challenge, 
and they bludgeoned the 
Packers a season ago at 
Lambeau Field, including 
a trick play that resulted 
in a punt return for a 
touchdown.

Chicago’s return game 
has gotten better this sea-
son with Devin Duvernay 
handling return duties, but 
their situation at kicker 
has been shaky for most of 
the year. Cairo Santos has 
been injured and struggled 
with being in and out of 
the lineup. He will kick 
Sunday for Chicago.

BEARS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Both Jordan Love, below, and Dontayvion Wicks, above, had exceptional performances in this week’s 31-24 victory over the Lions. The victory led to a sweep of the Lions, reversing last year’s Lions 
sweep of the Packers.												                                     GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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The Green Bay Pack-
ers and Chicago Bears will 
play in December for first 
place in the NFC North.

It’s the first time these 
two teams have played a 
game with stakes this high 
since Aaron Rodgers hit 
Randall Cobb for a touch-
down pass in the regular 
season finale in 2013. The 
Packers won the NFC 
North that day.

The winner of Sunday’s 
game at Lambeau Field will 
not automatically win the 
NFC North, but they’ll take 
a big step toward doing so.

The Packers are coming 
off their biggest win of 
the season, and the Bears 
have won nine of their last 
10 games. Both teams are 
playing well.

Here are our keys to 
the Packers walking away 
from Lambeau Field with 
another big victory.

1. Takeaways
The Packers’ defense 

does a lot of things well, 
but they do not take the 
ball away.

They’ve done a better 
job since the bye week 
but were shut out in the 
turnover department in 
last Thursday’s win over 
Detroit.

Chicago, on the other 
hand, makes their living 
on taking the ball away. 
The Bears lead the league 
in takeaways and took the 
ball away three times from 
an Eagles offense that only 

had six giveaways going 
into their matchup Friday.

As the stakes rise in 
December football, taking 
care of the ball becomes 
even more important. 
Green Bay will have to 
protect the football first. 
Then they’ll need to find a 
way to make a play or two 
against Caleb Williams, 
who has done a good job of 
avoiding interceptions this 
season as well.

2. Chicago’s run game
Coming into the 2024 

season, a lot of the atten-
tion in Chicago was placed 
on starting quarterback 
Williams. Williams has 
been better in 2025 after a 
dismal rookie season saw 
his head coach get fired at 
the end of the season.

Meanwhile, two of his 
draft classmates, Jayden 
Daniels and Drake Maye, 
have outperformed him 
thus far in their young 
careers. Ultimately, Ben 
Johnson was hired to get 
the most out of Williams, 
but this Bears team gets 
off the bus running the 
football.

For as much focus as 
there was on Green Bay’s 
ability to take Jahmyr 
Gibbs away in their 
Thanksgiving game against 
Detroit, Chicago’s run 
game is very good. They 
bludgeoned the Philadel-
phia Eagles on the legs 
of Kyle Monangai and 
D’Andre Swift. Both of 
the members of Chicago’s 
backfield topped 100 yards 
rushing against a tough 
Eagles defense.

Green Bay will be play-
ing their first game without 
Devonte Wyatt, who was 
lost for the season with an 
ankle injury in their win 
over Detroit.

3. Stay the course
Green Bay’s offense 

found its identity during 
the team’s 31-24 victory 
over the Detroit Lions, 

which begs the question 
whether Matt LaFleur real-
izes it. Jordan Love took a 
starring role, tossing four 
scoring strikes as LaF-
leur remained aggressive 
throughout the game.

Josh Jacobs, who looked 
fresh as the game pro-
gressed, played a comple-
mentary role.

There will be a temp-
tation in this game for 
LaFleur to turn back to his 
smashmouth philosophy, 
which has taken over as 
the team’s identity over the 
last year and spilled into 
this year.

Chicago will be missing 
at least one of their starting 
linebackers with Tre-

maine Edmunds on injured 
reserve.

Despite that, the iden-
tity that LaFleur needs to 
lean into is allowing his 
quarterback to lead the 
team to victory and use 
Jacobs as a means to salt 
the game away after the 
Packers have built a lead 
on the arm of Love.

BY JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express

Jayden Reed’s recent 
injuries include a broken 
collarbone and a fracture 
in his left foot, both of 
which required surgery in 
September.

The collarbone injury 
happened in Week 2, and 
the foot injury was from 
training camp, with both 
being repaired at the 
same time. He has since 
returned to practice, but 
he’s still awaiting medi-
cal clearance to return to 
game action.

Foot and collarbone 
feeling?

Everything feels great 
right now. I’m just follow-
ing the protocol and just 
waiting for my number to 
be called.

What’s the process 
been like?

A whole lot of ups and 
downs, man. It’s a lot of 
mixed emotions and things 
that came with it, but I got 
all the right people around 
me to prepare me for this 
moment.

Which hurts more, 
the collarbone or the 
foot?

I wouldn’t really say. 
Both of them had its days, 
pretty much. Some days, 

collarbone was hurting 
more; some days, foot hurt 
more. I’m feeling pretty 
good now.

At least the foot is 
better?

Yeah, that was more of 
a me thing trying to work 
through it, but it definitely 
needed to be taken care of, 
and I’m glad it happened 
the way it happened for 
me to be able to do that.

Fast start?
It’s all God’s timing. I 

wasn’t really disappointed, 
man. I was just excited for 
the next guy up, because 
I know we’ve got a lot of 
playmakers in the room. 
I was just really excited 
for the next man, really. I 
think everything happened 
for a reason. It was God 
trying to tell me to help 
my foot out a little bit, so 
that’s kind of how I took it.

What are you looking 
forward to most?

Man, just the excite-
ment with the guys. Just 
running up, picking up 
my teammates, the smiles, 
the laughing — just the 
fun part of the game. I just 
want to get back to it. I 
miss it.

The toughest part?
I don’t know, honestly. 

I enjoy watching the guys. 
It wasn’t really hard for me 
to watch. It was just really 

hard not being able. It was 
a lot of stuff that I went 
through but really just 
watching, I enjoy watching 
the guys all the time. No 
matter what, through the 
hard, the good times, it’s 
just good seeing those guys 
out there making plays, 
flying around and putting 
it all on the line.

What did you do at 
practice?

I ran some routes. 
That’s all I got, really. Ran 
some routes.

Introspection during 
time out?

Yeah man, you just 
gotta appreciate when you 
out there man, like you 
never know when it’s your 
last snap. That was like 
the first time I got surgery, 
and I got two surgeries. So 
yeah, this is a serious game 
we play, and it takes a lot 
of blood, sweat and tears, 
and it can get to your men-
tal some time, as well. So 
you gotta take care of that 
kind of stuff. I’m just glad 
I had all the right people 
around me to keep me in 
the right mindset and stuff 
like that.

Offense capable of 
what with you back?

I think we got the full 
package, man. We got the 
best rookie receiver in the 
draft, in my opinion, in 

Savion and Matthew. We 
got the two best rookie re-
ceivers in my opinion. We 
got Wicks, man. Nobody 
run routes like Wicks. 
Nobody can run like 9; no-
body can catch like Rome.

Nobody can make acro-
batic plays like Malik. We 
just got so many playmak-
ers. Even Bo coming off the 
other side of the ball, man; 
you could throw him in 
there, he can make a play. I 
can name everybody in the 
room that can contribute 
in so many different ways, 
so it’s just great seeing 
those guys going out there 
and do what they do. So 
I’m just excited to see it all 
come together for this run 
we gotta make.

Are you the missing 
piece?

Yeah, I think I’m defi-
nitely a piece that can help 
the team, man. I just hound 
myself on like bringing 
juice, so I always say, “If 
you juiceless, you useless.” 
So like that’s whether you 
on the field, off the field, 
just bringing juice, bring-
ing energy within the 
team. I’m just one of those 
guys, man. I like to be 
more of a team player than 
just a good teammate than 
being a good player, but 
I’m more of being a great 
person than a great player.

Jayden Reed, during last year’s game against the Cardinals, has been out 
since Week 2. He may return this week, adding depth to the injured receiver 
group.			             GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Reed patiently waiting to return to action

KEYS TO THE GAME

Can Packers’ recipe against the Lions lead to a victory over the Bears?

Josh Jacobs returned to form after missing the previous week’s game against the Vikings. Jacobs carried the ball 17 times for 83 yards.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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CELEBRATING THE MOMENT
Packers Earn Season Sweep Of Detroit With Win On Thanksgiving Day

Celebrating the moment, Christian Watson and Jordan Love connected for a 51-yard touchdown during the third quarter of the Nov. 27 game against Detroit. It was one of Love’s four touchdowns.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

MOMENTS
GREEN BAY PACKERS 31, DETROIT LIONS 24
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Congratulations

Where Heroes Shine
Proceeds raised at the annual Ball of the Badges benefited Safe Haven,

the local shelter for victims of domestic violence and abuse. In 2025
alone, Safe Haven has provided 3,380 nights of safety to 81 shelter

residents – 38 adults and 43 children – with an average stay of
42 nights, giving families time to find stability and hope.

6TH ANNUAL FIRST RESPONDERS BALL OF THE BADGES
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0   Matthew Golden............WR
1   Micah Parsons...................DL
2   Malik Willis.......................QB
7   Quay Walker......................LB
8   Josh Jacobs........................RB
9   Christian Watson...........WR
10   Jordan Love.....................QB
13   Dontayvion Wicks........WR
16   Bo Melton.........................CB
17   Brandon McManus...........K
18   Malik Heath...................WR
19   Daniel Whelan...................P
20   Javon Bullard.....................S
21   Nate Hobbs......................CB
23   Emanuel Wilson.............RB
24   Carrington Valentine....CB
25   Keisean Nixon.................CB
27   Kitan Oladapo....................S
29   Xavier McKinney...............S
30   Chris Brooks....................RB
33   Evan Williams....................S
36   Kamal Hadden................CB
39   Zayne Anderson................S
42   Matt Orzech....................LS
50   Zach Tom........................OL
52   Rashan Gary....................DL
53   Aaron Mosby..................DL
54   Kristian Welch................LB
55   Kingsley Enagbare.........DL
56   Edgerrin Cooper..............LB
58   Isaiah McDuffie..............LB
59   Ty’Ron Hopper.................LB
62   Jacob Monk..................C/G
63   Rasheed Walker................T
65   Aaron Banks...................,..G
67   Donovan Jennings.......G/T
70   Darian Kennard............T/G
71   Anthony Belton..................T
75   Sean Rhyan........................G
77   Jordan Morgan.............T/G
81   Josh Whyle.......................TE
83   Savion Williams............WR
86   John FitzPatrick..............TE
87   Romeo Doubls..............WR
88   Luke Musgrave...............TE
90   Lukas Van Ness..............DL
91   Warren Brinson...............DL
93   Nazir Stackhosue...........DL
94   Karl Brooks......................DL
95   Devonte Wyatt...............DL
96   Colby Wooden...............DL
99   Barryn Sorrell.................DL

1   Jaylon Johnson..................DB
2   D.J. Moore........................WR
4   D’Andre Swift....................RB
6   Kyler Gordon....................DB
8   Cairo Santos........................K
9   Jaquan Brisker..................DB
10   Luther Burden III...........WR
11   Case Keenum...................QB
12   Devin Duvernay.............WR
14   Olamide Zaccheaus.....WR
15   Rome Odunze................WR
17   Tyson Bagent...................QB
18   Caleb Williams...............QB
19   Tory Taylor..........................P
20   Jahdae Walker..............WR
21   Travis Homer....................RB
22   Elijah Hicks.....................DB
24   Nick McCloud................DB
25   Kyle Monangai................RB
26   Nahshon Wright............DB
29   Tyrique Stevenson.........DB
31   Kevin Byard III.................DB
33   Jaylon Jones....................DB
35   C.J. Gardner-Johnson....DB
36   Jonathan Owens............DB
39   Josh  Blackwell...............DB
43   Carl Jones Jr....................LB
44   Noah Sewell....................LB
45   Amen Ogbongbemiga...LB
46   Scott Daly.........................LS
47   Ruben Hyppolite II.........LB
48   D’Marco Jackson............LB
50   Grady Jarrett..................DL
52   Drew Dalman..................OL
53   T.J. Edwards.....................LB
58   Darnell Wright...............OL
62   Joe Thuney......................OL
71   Ryan Bates.......................OL
73   Jonah Jackson.................OL
75   Ozzy Trapilo....................OL
79   Theo Benedet.................OL
81   Durham Smythe..............TE
84   Colsteon Loveland.........TE
85   Cole Kmet........................TE
90   Dominique Robinson....DL
91   Chris Williams................DL
92   Daniel Hardy...................DL
93   Joe Tryon-Shoyinka.......DL
94   Austin Booker.................DL
96   Jonathan Ford.................DL
97   Andrew Billings..............DL
98   Montez Sweat................DL
99   Gervon Dexter Sr...........DL

GAME DAY
PREDICTIONS

Shirley,
Meadowlands Tenant

Score Prediction
Packers 34
vs Bears 28

(866) 584-7163
thecottagescare.com

Join the huddle!

What is your
favorite piece of
Packers merch?

“My favorite
Packers merch

would be a Packers
shirt."

BY JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express 

We’ve reached De-
cember football, and the 
stakes are getting higher 
by the week. The Green 
Bay Packers are now in 
the stretch that will likely 
define their season. Two of 
their next three games are 
against the Chicago Bears, 
who currently occupy first 
place in the NFC North.

That is to say, whoever 
wins Sunday will have a 
massive advantage in being 
the team that is not only 
the winner of the division, 
but the team to be in the 
driver’s seat of the second 
seed in the NFC playoffs.

More on that, with 
other thoughts in our 
weekly six-pack.

1. New 
coach, bad 
blood?

The Chi-
cago Bears hired the crown 
jewel of the coaching cycle 
when they plucked Ben 
Johnson away from the De-
troit Lions last offseason. 
Johnson has restored the 
roar in Chicago, leading 
them to nine wins in their 
last 10 games, and he had 
some things to say in the 
offseason. He noted that 
one thing he appreciated in 
Detroit was beating Matt 
LaFleur twice a year.

LaFleur won’t respond 
to that if he’s asked, but it 
is one potential piece of 
bulletin board material in 
this rivalry that has largely 
been dormant for the last 
20 years.

2. Tale 
of two 
takeaways

Green 
Bay’s defense does not take 
the ball away. Chicago’s 
certainly does.

Safety Kevin Byard has 
more interceptions on his 
own than the Packers have 
as a team. Byard collected 
his sixth interception 
in Friday’s win over the 
Philadelphia Eagles. The 
Packers have five intercep-
tions, with all five coming 
from their safety tandem 
of Evan Williams and 
Xavier McKinney.

Chicago leads the 
league in takeaways under 
first year defensive coor-
dinator Dennis Allen, and 
the Packers will need to be 
extra cognizant of taking 
care of the ball on offense.

3. New 
identity?

LaFleur 
looked like 

a completely different 
coach in Thursday’s win 
over the Detroit Lions. 
LaFleur was decisive, ag-
gressive and willing to put 
the ball in the hands of his 
quarterback.

The difference in the 
game was Green Bay’s 
ability to convert its three 
fourth-down opportunities, 
while the Lions went 0-2. 

Furthermore, LaFleur had 
his mind made up on the 
decisive series of the game 
to give his quarterback two 
chances to end the game.

This came on the heels 
of what was perhaps 
LaFleur’s most conserva-
tive game plan in recent 
memory in the team’s win 
over the Vikings. If this is 
the style and bravado that 
LaFleur is going to coach 
with for the rest of the 
year, the Packers can reach 
all of their goals.

4. De-
cember to 
remember

The 
Packers have five games 
left. Four of those games 
come against teams with 
a record of .500 or better. 
Two of those games will 
come against Chicago, one 
against Baltimore and one 
in Denver against the AFC-
leading Broncos.

One thing is certain: If 
the Packers make the post-
season and earn a top seed 
in the NFC playoffs, they 
will have earned it.

5. High 
stakes

The 
winner of 

Sunday’s game will be 
in first place in the NFC 
North. This is the first 
time these two teams have 
played with stakes this 
high since the 2013 regu-
lar season finale, where 
the winner won the NFC 
North and earned a spot in 
the playoffs.

The stakes aren’t as 
high this weekend, but 
the winner will be in the 
driver’s seat. For a rivalry 

that’s been mostly dor-
mant, this could be an 
injection of some juice that 
has been missing for quite 
some time.

6. All 
hands on 
deck

Green 
Bay’s defensive line was 
dealt a crushing blow last 
week against the Detroit 
Lions.

They hope they didn’t 
lose the war in the pro-
cess of winning the battle. 

Devonte Wyatt was lost 
for the season with an 
ankle injury. 

The depth on the inte-
rior of their defensive line 
was already thin without 
him, but now it is getting 
to perilous levels.

Karl Brooks has been 
banged up. Lukas Van Ness 
has played six snaps since 
the beginning of October.

They’re going to need 
those guys back and to 
help fill the void left by 
Wyatt.   

Green Bay, Chicago to battle
for first place in division

Green Bay coach Matt LaFleur has been criticized for coaching conservative this season. Before attempting their 
third fourth-down conversion of the day, LaFleur, Jordan Love and Dontayvian Wicks meet before successfully ex-
ecuting another successful play.				                             GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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POINTING THE WAY TO VICTORY
Sweep Of The Lions Helps Pave The Way In Packers’ Playoff Picture

Tight endJosh Whyle and Dontayvion Wicks celebrate Wicks’ 16-yard reception on fourth down with less than two minutes left in the game. 				               GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

MOMENTS
GREEN BAY PACKERS 31, DETROIT LIONS 24
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