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Micah Parsons recorded 
his best game as a Packer 
as Green Bay went to 
Glendale, Arizona, and 
took down the Cardinals in 
an ugly showdown in the 
desert Oct. 19.

Parsons finished the 
game with four tackles 

for loss, three sacks and 
five total quarterback hits 
as the Packers scored 14 
points in the fourth quarter 
to steal the victory away 
from Arizona.

“I think that I have been 
in a good flow all year,” 
Parsons said. “As a unit, 
we understand how to 
play off of each other, and 
I think the coverage was 
matching the rush today. It 
is complimentary football. 
I think guys know how fast 
we are going to get to the 
quarterback, and guys can 
sit on routes and just trust 
the pass rush.”

This was not only 
Parsons’ biggest game 
with the Packers but also 

the first three-sack perfor-
mance of his career.

With Parsons being the 
likely star to make plays 
for the Packers, it was an 
unlikely star who made 
Packers history in this 
game.

Kicker Brandon McMa-
nus was forced to miss his 
second game with a ham-
string injury, so Green Bay 
relied on Lucas Havrisik 
for the kicking duties once 
again. Havrisik nailed each 
field goal and extra point 
that he attempted, with 
the longest setting a new 
Packers franchise record – 
61 yards.

“How about that, fran-
chise record. Unbeliev-

able,” coach Matt LaFleur 
said.

The franchise record 
kick came after Cardinals 
tight end Trey McBride 
scored a 15-yard touch-
down with just seven sec-
onds left in the half to put 
Arizona up 13-3. Taking 
over from its own 35-yard 
line, Packers quarterback 
Jordan Love completed 
a 22-yard pass to Romeo 
Doubs to put Green Bay 
in that realistic field goal 
range.

Havrisik nailed the kick, 
and while it only gave 
Green Bay its sixth point 
of the game, that kick felt 
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Green Bay returns to 
prime time with a Sunday 
night game at Pittsburgh to 
take on Aaron Rodgers and 
the Steelers.

Packers’ offense vs. 
Steelers’ defense

Green Bay’s offense was 
up and down in Sunday’s 
win over the Arizona 
Cardinals.

Matt LaFleur called 
the team’s performance 
on that side of the ball 
choppy.

That’s an accurate as-
sessment. The team scored 
six points in the first two 
quarters thanks to two 
field goals from Lucas 

Havrisik.
The second half was 

different.

Green Bay scored three 
touchdowns. Two tied the 
game after they were trail-
ing. The last one, a 1-yard 
plunge by Josh Jacobs, 
gave them the lead that 
they would not relinquish.

Jordan Love did not 
turn the ball over and 
threw a touchdown pass to 
Tucker Kraft in Sunday’s 
game.

It was not his best 
performance. He missed 
Romeo Doubs for a sure 
touchdown on the team’s 
first possession of the 
game.

He threw into double 
coverage to Romeo Doubs 
as well in the first half.

Overall, however, Love 
led a gritty win against a 
defense that was playing 

well.
Matthew Golden and 

Tucker Kraft were the 
powers of the passing 
game on Sunday, with 
Kraft making the biggest 
play of the game from the 
passing offense.

On a fourth-and-two, 
Love threw a corner route 
to Kraft that was a big first 
down with the team trail-
ing 23-20.

Two plays later, Jacobs 
was in the end zone, for a 
game-winning score.

The biggest shift on 
offense coming out of the 
bye week has been at right 
guard.

Two weeks ago against 
Cincinnati, the Packers ro-

Aaron Rodgers, freshly crowned Super Bowl XLV MVP, and defensive sidekick Clay Matthews celebrate the Packers most recent Super Bowl Championship after defeating the Pittsburgh Steelers 31-25. Fifteen seasons later, the Packers 
and Steelers will meet up Sunday in Pittsburgh, with a 41-year-old Rodgers at the helm for Pittsburgh. Soon to be 27, Jordan Love and his defensive sidekick, Micah Parsons, are hoping to repeat the trajectory of the 2010 Packers.    	
							             	  									                     GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Packers come from behind to clip Cardinals

WRAPUP, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Packers will challenge Rodgers’ abilities

Green Bay Packers’ Micah Parsons sacks Arizona Cardinals’ Jacoby Brissett 
during the first half. 			     ROSS D. FRANKLIN �|AP PHOTO

The last time these two teams met, 
Jordan Love threw two touchdown 
passes, but it was not enough as 
the Steelers beat the Packers 23-
19.

GREG MELLIS | 
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS On Oct. 24 2021, against the Washington Football Team, Packers head coach 

Matt LaFleur stood on the sidelines flanked by backup quarterback Jordan 
Love, left, and starter Aaron Rodgers. On Sunday, Love will start for the 
Packers, and Rodgers will be on the other side of the ball, starting for Pitts-
burgh.			       MORGAN RODE | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Parsons, 
Havrisik have 
record-setting 
performances

PREVIEW, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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like the start of a momen-
tum shift after a really ugly 
first half of football.

The ugliness may have 
stemmed from the day 
leading up to the game, as 
one of the Packers’ team 
planes was delayed several 
hours due to mechanical 
issues.

“From the moment 
we got on the trip, noth-
ing seemed to go right,” 
LaFleur said. “There were 

a lot of things that didn’t 
go right.”

Green Bay scored a 
touchdown in the third 
quarter, but it was quickly 
answered by Arizona, and 
the Packers found them-
selves down 20-13 heading 
into the fourth quarter. 
Green Bay flipped a switch 
in the final period, and the 
offense shook off the rust 
to rip off 14 points and 
steal the game.

Down 20-13, Green Bay 
opened the fourth quarter 
with a nine-play, 67-yard 
drive that culminated in a 
7-yard touchdown recep-
tion to Tucker Kraft.

Arizona answered that 
drive with a field goal of 
its own to regain the lead 
at 23-20.

Green Bay then ripped 
off a 10-play, 48-yard scor-
ing drive that included a 
15-yard reception to Kraft 

on fourth down. The drive 
culminated in a Josh Jacobs 
1-yard touchdown run to 
give the Packers their first 
lead of the game at 27-23.

From there. Arizona 
marched down the field on 
its potential game-winning 
drive.

Facing a first-and-10 
from the Packers’ 25-yard 
line, the drive was stalled 
as Parsons came away 
with his third sack of the 
game forcing Arizona into 
using a timeout. The drive 
eventually came down to 
a fourth-and-11 from the 
Green Bay 27-yard line. 
Cardinals quarterback Ja-
coby Brissett dropped back 
and threw a Hail Mary, 
which landed incomplete, 
clinching Green Bay’s 
fourth win of the season.

PREVIEW, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tated between Sean Rhyan 
and Jordan Morgan with 
Morgan starting.

Morgan did not rotate 
Sunday.

He looks to be firmly 
entrenched at right guard.

Sunday’s game also 
marked the second time 
the Packers’ starting of-
fensive line started and 
finished a game.

They’ll need to buckle 
up their chin straps for the 
front they’re about to face.

The Steelers boast the 
NFL’s highest paid de-
fense this season, with TJ 
Watt getting a fat contract 
extension in the offseason, 
and the trade addition of 
Jalen Ramsey.

That has not helped 
their cause, especially last 
week Thursday, against the 
Cincinnati Bengals.

The Steelers were 
rolled over by Cincinnati’s 
offense, which was still 
breaking in new quarter-
back Joe Flacco.

Flacco and the Bengals 

piled up 33 points and were 
able to win a shootout over 
Pittsburgh’s defense.

There are still some big 
names on that side of the 
ball.

Watt, the former Wis-
consin product, is begin-
ning to enter the later 
stages of his career.

He has four sacks on 
the year and leads the team 
with one interception. He’s 
as disruptive as they come, 
but he’s not a one-man 
band.

Alex Highsmith, Nick 
Herbig and Keaanu Benton 
are all highly-touted or 
players the Steelers have 
spent significant capital on.

Herbig leads the tame 
with 4.5 sacks on the year.

Derick Harmon was the 
team’s first-round pick, 
and he supplies the start-
ing defensive tackle unit, 
and a strong run defense 
with the ageless Cameron 
Heyward also making up 
the spine of Pittsburgh’s 
defense.

Packers’ defense vs. 
Steelers’ offense

The old man can still 
do it.

Aaron Rodgers may not 
be the player he once was, 
but he is enjoying a bit of 
a renaissance in his first 
season in Pittsburgh.

The two parties came 
into the year assuming that 
Rodgers would be a Steeler 
for one year before riding 
off into the sunset.

If he continues to play 
this well, however, that’s 
something that could be 
revisited.

Last week Thursday, 
Rodgers turned back 
the clock, throwing four 
touchdown passes against 
Cincinnati’s defense, 
matching Flacco blow-for-
blow in what turned into a 
shootout.

Rodgers’ offense has 
scored more than 30 points 
twice this season, and 
he exited play Thursday 
night leading the league in 
touchdown passes.

This is not a decrepit 
old man the Packers 
will be facing off against 
Sunday.

His brain is still sharp, 
and he’s able to get the ball 
out quick.

When he does, he gets 
the ball to DK Metcalf.

Metcalf was a prime 
trade target this offseason 
and has proven why in his 
first season as a Steeler.

He is far and away the 
team’s leading receiver, 
with 406 yards on the year. 
He can beat you deep and 
is also capable of making 
plays after the ball is in his 
hands.

Rodgers has found an 
affinity for his tight ends 
with Pat Freiermuth, Dar-
nell Washington and Jonnu 
Smith all finding ways to 
contribute.

That is a possible 
spot Rodgers will look to 
exploit on Green Bay’s 
defense in an attempt to 
avoid their pass rush.

That pass rush was led 

on Sunday by Green Bay’s 
version of Superman.

Micah Parsons had 
his first career three-sack 
game Sunday, all of which 
took points off the board 
for the Cardinals.

Parsons is up to six 
sacks on the season, taking 
the team lead over Rashan 
Gary, who notched a sack 
in Sunday’s win over the 
Cardinals as well.

Both cornerbacks, 
Keisean Nixon and Nate 
Hobbs struggled. Both 
were battling injuries or 
an illness, but they gave up 
a passer rating over more 
than 100 against Arizona.

They’ll need to get that 
cleaned up for Sunday’s 
date with Rodgers.

Special Teams
Green Bay’s special 

teams has been in flux with 
Brandon McManus missing 
the last two games due to a 
leg injury.

In his absence, Havrisik 
made all of his kicks 
against the Cincinnati 

Bengals before an encore 
against Arizona.

For an encore, he set a 
franchise record, banging 
in a 61-yard field goal as 
time expired at the end of 
the first half.

He made all of his kicks 
again on Sunday, leading 
to a question as to whether 
Havrisik could be traded 
when Brandon McManus is 
available.

The return game re-
mains a bit of a question 
mark with no clear answer 
at punt returner.

Pittsburgh’s special 
teams is led by kicker 
Chris Boswell.

Most of their return du-
ties are handled by former 
Philadelphia Eagle Ken-
neth Gainwell.

Gainwell has 241 return 
yards on the year.

Their return game is 
average, at best, which 
should help the Packers’ 
special teams which has 
been up and down for most 
of the year

WRAPUP, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Green Bay Packers’ Josh Jacobs runs for a touchdown during the second half 
against the Cardinals.			   ROSS D. FRANKLIN �| AP PHOTO

GREEN BAY AT PITTSBURGH
TIME AND DATE: 7:20 

p.m. Sunday, Oct. 26
LOCATION: Acrisure Field
TV: NBC
RADIO: Flagship WRIT-

FM Milwaukee — 95.7; Pack-
ers Radio Network includes 
WIXX-FM Green Bay — 101.1, 
WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3, 
WLST-FM Marinette — 95.1, 
and WSAU Wausau — 550 
AM and 95.1 FM

2025 RECORDS: Packers, 
4-1-1. Steelers, 4-2.

HISTORY: The Packers 
and Steelers have met 37 
times in their storied history, 
with the Packers holding a 
20-17 edge.

Of course, no game 
between the two teams has 
been quite like this one. 
Aaron Rodgers, former Pack-
ers all-time great, will be 
facing his former team for the 
first time since he was traded 
in April 2023.

The last time these two 
teams met, Jordan Love 
threw two touchdown passes, 
but it was not enough as the 
Steelers’ run game ground 
the Packers into submission 
for a 23-19 victory.

The most famous meeting 
between these two teams 
came in Super Bowl XLV 
where the Packers emerged 

victorious, 31-25, for the 
franchise’s 13th NFL champi-
onship and fourth Super Bowl 
title.

COACHES: Packers, Matt 
LaFleur seventh season, 71-
34-1. Steelers, Mike Tomlin, 
18th season, 187-109-2.

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Sunday, Sept. 7, vs. Detroit 

Lions, W 27-13
Thursday, Sept. 11, vs. 

Washington Commanders, 
W 27-18

Sunday, Sept. 21, at Cleve-
land Browns, L 10-13

Sunday, Sept. 28, at Dallas 
Cowboys, T 40-40

Bye Week
Sunday, Oct. 12, vs. Cin-

cinnati Bengals, W 28-17
Sunday, Oct. 19, at Ari-

zona Cardinals, W 27-23
Sunday, Oct. 26, at Pitts-

burgh Steelers, 7:20 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 2, vs. Caro-

lina Panthers, noon
Monday, Nov. 10, vs. Phila-

delphia Eagles, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 16, at New 

York Giants, noon
Sunday, Nov. 23, vs. Min-

nesota Vikings, noon
Thursday, Nov. 27, at 

Detroit Lions, noon
Sunday, Dec. 7, vs. Chi-

cago Bears, noon
Sunday, Dec. 14, at Denver 

Broncos, 3:25 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 20, at 

Chicago Bears, TBA
Saturday, Dec. 27, vs. 

Baltimore Ravens, TBA
Sunday, Jan. 4, at Min-

nesota Vikings, TBA
NFL SCHEDULE

Thursday, Oct. 23
Minnesota at LA Char-

gers, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 26
Miami at Atlanta, noon
Chicago at Baltimore, 

noon
NY Jets at Cincinnati, 

noon
Buffalo at Carolina, noon
San Francisco at Houston, 

noon
Cleveland at New England, 

noon
NY Giants at Philadelphia, 

noon
Tampa Bay at New Or-

leans, 3:05 p.m.
Tennessee at Indianapolis, 

3:25 p.m.
Dallas at Denver, 3:25 

p.m.
Green Bay at Pittsburgh, 

7:20 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 27
Washington at Kansas 

City, 7:15 p.m.
Bye Teams: Arizona, De-

troit, Jacksonville, Las Vegas, 
LA Rams, Seattle
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0   Matthew Golden............WR
1   Micah Parsons...................DL
2   Malik Willis.......................QB
7   Quay Walker......................LB
8   Josh Jacobs........................RB
10   Jordan Love.....................QB
13   Dontayvion Wicks........WR
16   Bo Melton.........................CB
17   Brandon McManus...........K
18   Malik Heath...................WR
19   Daniel Whelan...................P
20   Javon Bullard.....................S
21   Nate Hobbs......................CB
23   Emanuel Wilson.............RB
24   Carrington Valentine....CB
25   Keisean Nixon.................CB
27   Kitan Oladapo....................S
29   Xavier McKinney...............S
30   Chris Brooks....................RB
31   Nick Niemann..................LB
33   Evan Williams....................S
35   Lucas Havrisik...................K
36   Kamal Hadden................CB
39   Zayne Anderson................S
42   Matt Orzech....................LS
50   Zach Tom........................OL
52   Rashan Gary....................DL
55   Kingsley Enagbare.........DL
56   Edgerrin Cooper..............LB
58   Isaiah McDuffie..............LB
59   Ty’Ron Hopper.................LB
62   Jacob Monk..................C/G
63   Rasheed Walker................T
65   Aaron Banks...................,..G
67   Donovan Jennings.......G/T
70   Darian Kennard............T/G
71   Anthony Belton..................T
74   Elgton Jenkins..............C/G
75   Sean Rhyan........................G
77   Jordan Morgan.............T/G
83   Savion Williams............WR
85   Tucker Kraft.....................TE
86   John FitzPatrick..............TE
87   Romeo Doubls..............WR
88   Luke Musgrave...............TE
89   Ben Sims...........................TE
90   Lukas Van Ness..............DL
91   Warren Brinson...............DL
93   Nazir Stackhosue...........DL
94   Karl Brooks......................DL
95   Devonte Wyatt...............DL
96   Colby Wooden...............DL
99   Barryn Sorrell.................DL

2   Mason Rudolph................QB
3   Corliss Waitman..................P
4   DK Metcalf.......................WR
5   Jalen Ramsey.....................CB
6   Patrick Queen....................LB
8   Aaron Rodgers.................QB
9  Chris Boswell........................K
10   Roman Wilson...............WR
13   Scotty Miller...................WR
14   Kenneth Gainwell...........RB
15   Ben Skoworonek............WR 
19   Calvin Austin III.............WR
20   Kaleb Johnson................RB
21   Chuck Clark.....................DB
22   Juan Thornhill....................S
23   Darius Slay......................CB
24   Joey Porter Jr..................CB
25   DeShon Elliott....................S 
26   Brandin Echols................CB
30   Jaylen Warren................RB
33   Jack Sawyer......................LB
40   Jabrill Peppers...................S
41   Payton Wilson.................LB
42   James Pierre...................CB
44   Carson Bruener...............LB
46   Christian Kuntz...............LS
51   Nick Herbig.......................LB
54   Zach Frazier.......................C
55   Cole Holcomb..................LB
56   Alex Highsmith...............LB
62   Ryan McCollum................C
66   Mason McCormick..........G
67   Calvin Anderson............OT
71   Andrus Peat.......................G
73   Isaac Seumalo...................G
74   Spenceer Anderson.......OL
76   Troy Fautanu...................OT
77   Broderick Jones.............OT
80   Darnell Washington......TE
81   Jonnu Smith......................TE
83   Connor Heyward......TE/FB
85   Ke’Shawn Williams......WR
88   Pat Freiermuth................TE
90   T.J. Watt...........................LB
91   Logan Lee.........................DT
93   Esezi Otomewo..............DE
94   Yahya Black.....................DE
95   Keeanu Berton................DL
96   Daniel Ekuale.................DT
97   Cameron Heyward........DT
98   DeMarvin Leal................DE
99   Derrick Harmon.............DT
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The Green Bay Packers 
will remain on the road 
this week, taking on the 
Pittsburgh Steelers.

The two franchises are 
two of the model organiza-
tions in the NFL, and as 
similar as any two across 
the rest of the league.

The Packers have the 
look of the Super Bowl 
contender, and the Steel-
ers looked like they should 
have been 5-1 coming into 
this game before they were 
tripped up in Cincinnati 
against the Bengals in what 
turned into a shootout.

This game won’t have 
much impact on tiebreak-
ing scenarios, because it 
is out of conference, but it 
should have plenty of juice 
with the first point of our 
weekly six pack.

1.) Re-
turn Of the 
King

Any con-
versation surrounding this 
game has had one thing in 
mind.

The Green Bay Packers 
will be facing off against 
Aaron Rodgers.

No, this will not be 
the revenge game that it 
is billed to be. Rodgers 
may harbor some feelings 
against some members 
of the organization, but 
has largely spoken highly 
about his time in Green 
Bay.

That’s drastically differ-
ent from when Brett Favre 
faced Green Bay for the 
first time. He made it no 
secret that he wanted to 
beat the Packers and beat 
them badly.

That led to his signing 
in Minnesota after one 
year with the Jets.

This game is different, 
but make no mistake, Rod-
gers wants to win, and the 
Packers want to beat him.

2.) 
Storied 
Franchises

In terms 
of championships, no team 
has won more than the 
Green Bay Packers, with 13 
titles to their name.

In terms of Super 
Bowls, only the New Eng-
land Patriots have matched 
the excellence of the Pitts-
burgh Steelers.

These are two model 
franchises facing off in 
Pittsburgh this weekend.

There were some 
whispers this game could 
move to Ireland, with the 
Steelers having to go there 
as part of the NFL’s Inter-
national Series.

The NFL wisely put this 
game on American soil for 
these two teams to face off.

3.) 
Former 
Badger

This 
game has connections all 
over the place, and if not 

for the presence of Rodg-
ers, TJ Watt might be the 
biggest storyline coming 
into this game.

Watt, of course, played 
in Madison for the Badgers 
for his collegiate career.

The Packers had a 
chance to draft Watt but 
traded out of the first 
round to eventually select 
cornerback Kevin King out 
of Washington.

King had a few nice 
moments in Green Bay, but 
Watt is likely ticketed for a 
gold jacket when his career 
is finished.

Watt is not ready to re-
tire anytime soon. He has 
four sacks on the season 
and one interception. He 
could be looking for more 
when the two teams lock 
horns on Sunday night.

4.) 
Prime 
Time Pack

Green 
Bay has been all over 
prime time early in the 
season, with only one 
game in the early window 
to start their season.

All of their other games 
have been night games, if 
not in the second window 
of the NFL’s Sunday slate.

In two true prime time 
games, the Packers are 
1-0-1 this year, with a 27-18 
win over the Washington 
Commanders in Week 2, 
and a 40-40 tie on Sunday 
Night Football against the 
Dallas Cowboys at the end 

of September.
That’s something to get 

used to, with the NFL’s 
flex scheduling, and Green 
Bay’ status as one of the 
best teams in football this 
year, they’ll likely have a 
lot of games later in the 
day.

5.) 
Trade 
Pieces

Two big 
pieces for each of these 
teams were acquired 
via trade this offseason, 
the first of which was 
Pittsburgh receiver DK 
Metcalf.

Metcalf was acquired 
for a second-round pick at 
the start of the offseason.

There was some specu-
lation that the Packers 
were interested in poten-
tially acquiring Metcalf but 
ultimately fell short.

Metcalf is Pittsburgh’s 
leading receiver on the 
year.

Of course, the Packers 
were happy to have missed 
out on Metcalf, because 
they made a big trade of 
their own.

They acquired Micah 
Parsons for two first-round 
draft choices.

Parsons has been as 
disruptive as any player in 
the NFL through the first 
six games of the year and 
emerged as one of Green 
Bay’s best players.

Safe to say, the trade 
acquisitions are working 
out for both teams.

6.) Su-
per Bowl 
Rematch

Sunday’s 
game comes in what is the 
15th season since these two 
teams met in Super Bowl 
XLV on Feb. 6, 2011.

Oddly enough, the 
winning quarterback from 
that game will be playing 
for the other team in this 
iteration of the matchup.

Rodgers won MVP 
honors that day for the 
Packers, throwing three 
touchdown passes, and a 
31-yard strike 

Packers, Steelers ready to 
trade blows in prime time

Aaron Rodgers saved his best stuff for the big game, throwing with robotic 
efficiency in the Packers’ 31-25 victory over Pittsburgh in Super Bowl XLV. 
Rodgers passed for 304 yards and three touchdowns, with no intercep-
tions to help bring home the fourth Super Bowl title.  On Sunday, he will be 
at the helm for the Steelers when they host Green Bay.

     GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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 «

NAIL BITER ENDING IN THE DESERT
Packers Escape Arizona With Come-From-Behind Victory

The Arizona Cardinals can’t complete a last-second pass during the second half against the Green Bay Packers on Oct. 19 in Glendale, Arizona. The Packers won 27-23.			                 RICK SCUTERI | AP PHOTO

MOMENTS
GREEN BAY PACKERS 27, ARIZONA CARDINALS 23
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