
BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A proposed solar farm in the Town of 
Morgan continues to raise emotions, as 
was evident when the corporation that 
wants to build the farm held an infor-
mational session Nov. 14 at Oconto Falls 
High School.

More than a dozen protesters greeted 
people outside the auditorium carrying 
signs opposed to the NextEra Energy Re-
sources project. It was originally dubbed 
the Birch Solar project but renamed Fox 
Solar to avoid confusion with another 
company’s proposed facility near Lima, 
Ohio, also named Birch Solar.

Two members of the Morgan Town 
Board were recalled in July 2022 after 
they were accused of not doing enough to 
prevent the project from advancing.

Danilo Cabrera, project director, told 
the audience of about 100 people that 
NextEra Resources is the world’s largest 
generator of renewable energy from the 
wind and sun, with a current generating 
capacity of 37 gigawatts in 41 states and 
Canada.

In Wisconsin, NextEra operates the 
Point Beach Nuclear Plant and an adja-

cent solar array, as well as a wind site in 
Dodge County, Cabrera said.

The proposal is for a 100-megawatt 
solar project on 1,100 acres in Morgan, a 
capital investment of about $180 million, 

generating electricity for about 25,000 
homes, he said. The company plans to 
submit an application to the state Public 
6ervice &ommission in the first Tuarter of 
2025, with a goal of being operational in 
the second half of 2028.

7he proMect would Tualif\ for annual 
state shared revenue payments of about 
$291,000 to Oconto County and $208,000 
to the Town of Morgan for hosting the 
facility, Cabrera said.

“These funds help towns and counties 
support education initiatives, improve 
road conditions Ð diåerent initiatives for 
the town and county seat to be able to use 
those funds,” he said.

Cabrera said NextEra has tried to 
Neep staNeholders updated on its eåorts, 
includinJ town and count\ oæcials and 
residents of the area near the American 
Transmission Co. substation, to which the 
solar farm would be connected.

“I know it’s been kind of dormant for a 
couple years, but we’re here now to pro-
vide you with an update. We’ve reached 
out to the chamber of commerce, and 
we’re going to continue to have channels 
of communication with the town leaders, 
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Opposition to solar 
flares in Morgan

Nikki Coopman, center, holds two picket signs and leads a protest Nov. 14 outside Oconto Falls High School, where NextEra Energy Resources was holding an informational meet-
ing about its plans to build a 1,100-acre solar farm in the Town of Morgan. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Danilo Cabrera, project director for NextEra’s proposed 
Fox Solar project in the Town of Morgan, answers audi-
ence questions during an information meeting Nov. 14 
at Oconto Falls High School.
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Riverview 
Community 

Center 
opens

One wing will serve 
as a northern satellite 

for Oconto County 
sheriff and other 

departments
BY WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

With the opening of the new River-
view &ommunit\ &enter, the townÒs fire 
department is finall\ aEle to taNe full 
possession of the building that has served 
as the fire station and town administrative 
oæces for nearl\ two decades.

About 150 people took advantage Nov. 
16 of the opportunity to tour the new 
facility, which is located along Island Lake 
Road but can also be accessed by driving 
throuJh the fire station parNinJ lot at ����� 
State Highway 32 north of Mountain.

7own oæcials moved into the center 
in time to run the Nov. 5 election, Town 
Clerk Beth Hartman said, but signs direct-
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Former Riverview Town Chairwoman Ann Hogan thanks 
the taxpayers of the town and county Nov. 16 for sup-
porting the new community center. 
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county leaders and so 
forth,” Cabrera said.

Josh Adams, a battery 
storaJe and fire safet\ 
expert with NextEra, also 
gave a presentation on 
large batteries that would 
store electricity gener-
ated by the solar farm for 
distribution during the 
hours when the sun is not 
shining.

Most of the two-hour 
meeting was devoted to 
a question-answer ses-
sion moderated by Alan 
Anderson, an attorney and 
University of Kansas law 
professor who is a share-
holder and vice chair of 
the 3olsinelli law firmÒs 
national energy practice 
group.

A six-member panel — 
which included Cabrera, 
Adams, project managers 
and engineers and Renew 
Wisconsin policy direc-
tor $ndrew .ell Ð fielded 
written questions from the 
audience in a format that, 
at times, led to frustra-
tion. At least two audience 
members were escorted 
from the auditorium after 
objecting that their ques-
tions had not been an-

swered fully or directly.
The questions generally 

addressed safety concerns, 
the impact of the solar 
array on wildlife habitat 
and water quality and 
what would become of the 
property if the project is 
decommissioned or fails.

A question about how 
the proMect will aåect land 
and home values drew 
the loudest reaction when 
Cabrera said, “There is no 
evidence that solar proj-
ects impact the values of 
homes.” Several audience 
members groaned and said, 
“Oh, come on.”

The application process 
includes a requirement 
to conduct an economic 
impact study that would 
include property values, 
Cabrera said.

Panel member Chris 
Olson of NextEra said he 
appreciated the audience 
concerns but added that 
everyone needs electricity.

“The reality is all of 
these facilities have to be 
sited somewhere,” Olson 
said. “I recognize that 
some of \ou donÒt thinN 
itÒs fair that it ma\ Ee near 
you, but the reality is we 

all end up having to use 
the power, and we do have 
to site them in area liNe 
this, and weÒre JoinJ to 
site it safel\. :eÒre JoinJ 
to site it properly.”

As the session ended, 
Cabrera said the company 
plans to provide an update 
to the town before it sub-
mits its application to the 
PSC next year.

Ô, donÒt want an\one 
to feel that itÒs one and 
done,Õ he said. Ô:eÒre 
committed to diåerent 
channels of communica-
tion, constantly having 
that and findinJ wa\s to 
provide an update to you 
in diåerent wa\s. ,f \ou 
didnÒt Jet \our Tuestion 
answered today, you can 
reach out to us indepen-

dently with your town 
leadership. Get the ques-
tion over to us, and weÒll 
get an answer for you.”

Oconto County 
Board Supervisor Jolene 
%arNhaus, who helped to 
screen the written ques-
tions for the panel, tooN 
the stage after the session 
ended and said the written 
question format frustrated 

many in the audience.
She referred to the 

April 2023 referendum in 
which 67% of town voters 
said they opposed industri-
al solar in Morgan and 75% 
said the town board should 
support health, safety and 
environment requirements 
pertaining to industrial 
solar.

Ô, Nnow people will 
leave frustrated because it 
wasnÒt a two�wa\ conver-
sation. There were a lot 
of good, tough questions 
that the\ didnÒt Jet to,Õ 
%arNhaus said. Ô7hereÒs 
so many emotions here, if 
we could have raised our 
hand, asN the Tuestion, we 
would have had a seven-
hour meetinJ. , thinN this 
was the best way they 
could design this (meet-
inJ�, Eut , also thinN it 
lacNs a lot.Õ

7hat said, %arNhaus 
encouraged town residents 
to engage with Cabrera 
and other 1e[t(ra oæcials 
because she said they do 
answer peopleÒs Tuestions.

“Please contact Danilo; 
heÒll answer,Õ she said.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com
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Audience members begin to take their seats Nov. 14 for an informational meeting on the Fox Solar energy project in 
the Falls Area Performing Arts Center at Oconto Falls High School. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Council approves 2025 city budget, borrowing
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

The Oconto Falls City 
Council voted Nov. 12 
to approve the issuance 
and sale of $2.02 million 
worth of general obligation 
promissory notes to fund 
a major street reconstruc-

tion and other purchases in 
the 2025 city budget.

Joe Murray, municipal 
adviser for the Ehlers Inc. 
puElic finance advisor\ 
firm, said the cit\ received 
four bids for the notes, all 
of them at interest rates 
higher than the hoped-for 
3.1%.

The council approved 
a bid from Baird to issue 
the bonds at 3.95%, which 
Murray said will result 
in interest costs about 
$48,000 higher over the 
20-year life of the notes.

Ô, donÒt rememEer how 
many bids it was the last 
time the city went to mar-

Net, Eut four Eids in this 
marNet is Jood,Õ he said.

The funds are expected 
to cover the local share of 
costs for the reconstruc-
tion of Columbia Street and 
other street improvement 
projects, department of 
puElic worNs proMects and 
equipment, City Hall proj-

ects and parNs and recre-
ation projects during 2025.

The council also passed 
a $3.083 million budget for 
2025, a 6% increase over 
this year with a proper tax 
levy of $1,584,294 for city 
purposes, an increase of 
about 3.2%.

No one from the public 

went to the oæcial puElic 
hearing on the budget that 
preceded the council meet-
ing, and City Administra-
tor Peter Wills reported 
that he had received no 
calls or emails with ques-
tions from the public.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Falls resists industrial park apartments
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

Members of the Oconto 
Falls City Council said 
Nov. 12 that the city in-
dustrial parN is proEaEl\ 
no place for an apartment 
complex that could in-
clude up to 200 residential 
units.

City Administrator 
Peter Wills said he has 
been reaching out to a 
variety of commercial 
developers and Realtors in 
an attempt to marNet some 
of the long-vacant land on 
the edges of the indus-
trial parN, and one came 
EacN with a suJJestion for 
apartments.

7he 5ealtor didnÒt want 
to identify the interested 
party unless the city was 
willing to commit about 
20 acres for 200 units of 
multifamily residential 
housing.

“They believe the 
assessed value could be 
upwards of $25 million,” 
:ills said. Ô,tÒs not the 
first thouJht , would have 
for the industrial parN, and 
thereÒs a lot of reasons 
not to, Eut , Juess thereÒs 
about 25 million reasons to 
looN at it.Õ

The city of Waupaca 
recently approved a hous-
ing project in its industrial 
parN, he said.

The council felt it might 

be a welcome idea but not 
in that location, north of 
Highland Drive near the 
city limits.

Ô, donÒt thinN an apart-
ment comple[ in the EacN 
corner of our industrial 
parN is a Jood idea,Õ $l-
derperson Devin Wirtz 
said, citing the amount 
of trucN traæc and other 
commercial and indus-
trial activity that entails. 
Ô7hereÒs Must JoinJ to 
be complaints (from the 
residents�. , Nnow itÒs Eeen 
sittinJ there, ,Òd love to put 
something there that we 
can tax.”

Council President 
$shle\ %ahrNe noted that 
there are no sidewalNs or 

other residential ameni-
ties in that area and only 
one street to access the 
complex.

Ô7hereÒs so man\ Tues-
tions before we ever dive 
into somethinJ liNe this Ð 
would we want to rezone 
it, etc.,Õ %ahrNe said.

Ô,Òm all for more devel-
opment, Eut , donÒt thinN 
this is the way to go,” said 
Alderperson Mat McDer-
mid. Ô,f itÒs Must someone 
NicNinJ the tires, we donÒt 
want to put in that much 
eåort. +ave them come 
EacN with more infor-
mation if the\Òre reall\ 
serious.”

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Not a good idea, say several alderpersons

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The Oconto Falls City 
Council meeting proceed-
ed Nov. 12 with two de-
partment heads distracted 
by emergencies.

The council was wrap-
ping up a budget hearing 
and moving into its regular 
monthly meeting when 
police and fire crews were 
called to a traæc accident 
at state Highway 22 and 
U.S. Highway 141 in the 
Town of Stiles at 5:57 p.m.

Fire Chief Tim Magnin 
and other fire personnel 
bolted from the room and 
headed for the new fire 
station down the street.

Just after 6 p.m., the 
lights went out at City Hall 
and across the city, leaving 
the cit\ council in the darN 
— their faces lit only by 

the light from their laptop 
computer screens.

After a few moments, 
the EuildinJÒs Jenerators 
NicNed in and the meet-
ing proceeded, but it soon 
became clear the outage 
covered a large part of the 
city.

Greg Kuhn, general 
manager of Oconto Falls 
Municipal Utilities, con-
tinued to participate in the 
council meeting but left 
the room several times to 
Jet updates from his staå.

2æcials said a :( 
Energies transformer had 
blown near HSHS St. Clare 
0emorial +ospital. ,t tooN 
crews about an hour to 
restore power.

Magnin returned from 
the accident scene around 
7:30 p.m.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Fire call, power 
outage enliven 
council meeting

Women of all ages are 
invited to an annual Christ-
mas Tea, Dec. 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the gymnasium at Hill-
side Assembly of God, 5890 

State Highway 22, Gillett.
7his \ear the churchÒs 

Mpact girls clubs will be 
hostinJ and leadinJ folNs 
in Christmas carols and 

also doinJ a sNit. *uests are 
encourage to bring in their 
favorite &hristmas finJer 
food or dessert. The church 
will be providing sand-

wiches and veggies.
Reservations are re-

quired. For information, 
call the church oæce at 
920-855-2962.

Gillett church inviting women to Christmas tea



ing the public to the new 
building are still to come.

“We had people in the 
parking lot on Election 
Day pointing the way for 
voters to find the new poll-
ing place,” Hartman said.

Construction of the 
$2.25 million building was 
a joint project of the town 
and Oconto County, which 
provided about $550,000 in 
federal funds to establish 
northern oæces for the 
sheriå, veterans services, 
health and human services, 
and the land and water 
conservation departments.

Riverview Town Chair-
man Jim Zittlow praised 
Bayland Buildings for its 
work on the project.

“They’re a great com-
pany to work with,” he 
said.

7he sheriåÒs depart-
ment plans to have an 
investigator based at the 
northern oæce four da\s 
a week. Veterans Services 
2æcer 5on &hristensen 
said he plans to be in Riv-
erview every Tuesday. Bill 
Lester, an assistant zoning 
administrator who has 
been working in Lakewood 
for many years, is moving 
his oæce to 5iverview and 
plans to be available daily.

The Health and Hu-
man Services Department 
also plans to operate some 
of its services out of the 
new facility, Zittlow said. 
He credited former Town 
Chairwoman Ann Hogan 
for advocating to establish 
satellite oæces to serve 
residents in the northern 
communities of Oconto 
County.

“We’re going to have a 
good presence for north-
ern Oconto County up 
here, thanks to Ann work-
ing on it for so many years 
to get it done,” he said.

Hogan said the River-
view Town Board prom-
ised the fire department 
16 years ago that one day, 
hopefull\ in five \ears, it 
could take over the town 
community center that had 
been built after the devas-
tating June 2007 tornado.

Ô7he fire department 
was on my case every single 
year,” Hogan said. “It’s 16 

\ears later, Eut the\Òre final-
ly in the building, so I think 
we’re all friends again.”

She thanked the current 
town Eoard, town oæcials, 
the committee that worked 
on the project, the county 
Eoard and count\ oæcials, 
startinJ with 6heriå 7odd 
Skarban.

“He wanted to bring 
community services to 
our northern population,” 
Hogan said. “Thank God 
for Todd, I have to say it. 
He gets a lot of credit.”

She told the story of a 
meeting at the Mountain 
Ambulance building about 

20 years ago when Skar-
ban, then just a deputy, 
came into the building full 
of energy.

“What he said is: ‘Some-
day I’m going to be your 
sheriå.Ò , looNed at him and 
said, ‘Hmm, he’s a young 
buck. I don’t know about 
that,’” Hogan said. “Then I 
thought more about it, and 
I thought to have a man 
stand up and announce his 
goals way ahead of time, 
when you don’t have the 
darnedest idea what it is 
will happen, was fantastic. 
That’s the way you achieve 
things.”

Lastly, Hogan thanked 
the taxpayers of the town 
and county.

“You made my dream 
come true; it never would 
have happened without 
you,” she said.

Skarban credited the 
seven northern Oconto 
County towns that have 
been working together to 
tackle local issues since 
the 1990s, especially the 
Town of Riverview under 
Hogan’s leadership.

“The people of River-
view really impacted the 
seven northern towns in 
such a siJnificant wa\ to Ee 

able to build those bridges 
and to unify,” Skarban said. 
“That was a big deal. There 
are 72 counties in Wis-
consin, and I don’t know if 
there is another organiza-
tion like that with seven 
towns toJether unified, 
working together for the 
common good of the area.”

7he sheriå said he 
hopes to be in the northern 
oæce on )rida\s, and his 
investigative lieutenant 
will also work at least one 
day a week there, sharing 
an oæce with two other 
administrators.

“You’re going to see us 

here a lot more, a lot more 
of a presence up north 
than you have in the past,” 
Skarban said.

Building the town cen-
ter in partnership with the 
county cemented relation-
ships among local munici-
palities, he said.

“This is a legacy — this 
is a 50-, 60-, 70-year thing 
that’s happening right 
now,” Skarban said. “It’s a 
big deal. We’re going to be 
up here forever, at least in 
my lifetime.”

County Board Chair-
man Al Sleeter and County 
Administrator Richard 
Heath also spoke, both of 
them also crediting Erik 
Pritzl, Heath’s predecessor, 
for laying the groundwork 
for the project.

“I used to work up here 
for Bay-Lake Regional 
Planning Commission on 
a numEer of diåerent proM-
ects, and one of the things 
I would here about Oconto 
County is that it’s always 
City of Oconto-centric. 
People would say: ‘You 
have to go to the court-
house; you have to go down 
south,’ and it’s a journey,” 
Heath said. “To be able to 
have this northern oæce to 
decentralize some of our 
services, I think it’s going 
to be a great asset.”

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com
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US House seat may be out of reach for Dems
Wied won district by nearly 15 points in a race expected to be competitive

BY PETER CAMERON
The Badger Project

The dominoes seemed 
in place for, if not a Demo-
cratic win, at least a close 
race.

The 8th Congressional 
District was open after the 
popular incumbent retired. 
The Republican candidate 
was a political novice who 
struggled to fundraise. The 
Democrat was riding a 
powerful issue that many 
thought would lift her 
party to victory.

The end result was the 
same as it has been for 
years — the Republican 
won in a near landslide.

Tony Wied, the Donald 
Trump-endorsed, former 
owner of a Green Bay-area 

chain of dinosaur-themed 
gas stations, easily de-
feated De Pere physician 
Kristin Lyerly by nearly 15 
points.

Wied, also of De Pere, 
got 240,214 votes, or 57.4% 
of the total, to Lyerly’s 
178,621 votes, or 42.6% of 
the total.

“That is certainly not 
a good sign if you are the 
Democratic Party and 
thinking about trying to 
win that district in the fu-
ture,” Aaron Weinschenk, 
a political science profes-
sor at UW-Green Bay, 
wrote in an email. “Most 
political scientists would 
characterize (anything 
around) a 15-percentage-
point margin as a landslide 
victory.”

Like many political 
watchers of the district, 
Weinschenk said while he 
thought the Republican 
would win the right-lean-
ing district, he believed the 
race would be closer. He 
guessed maybe 5-10 points.

The district has been 
mostly Republican-dom-
inated for decades, and 
several reasonable Demo-
cratic challengers have lost 
there over the years, Ed 
Miller, a political science 
professor emeritus at UW-
Stevens Point, wrote in an 
email.

Lyerly also did not have 
much political experience 
and had hoped that the 
abortion issue would be 
more eåective for her than 
it was, Miller said.

“Apparently it paral-
leled the national vote,” 
Miller said. “(Vice Presi-
dent Kamala) Harris didn’t 
get as much mileage out 
of the abortion issue that 
some had expected.”

Wied was somewhat 
politically fortunate. He 
won the Republican pri-
mary with about 42% of 
the vote after two experi-
enced state legislators split 
the remaining vote against 
him. One of those politi-
cians, former state Sen. 
Roger Roth, was directly 
targeted by Donald Trump, 
who apparently believed 
5oth to Ee insuæcientl\ 
loyal, publicly calling him 
a “RINO,” a common insult 
hurled within the GOP that 
stands for “Republican In 

Name Only.”
Wied also struggled 

to fundraise, bringing in 
only about $1 million by 
mid-October, not including 
a contribution of $500,000 
he gave to his own cam-
paign. Lyerly raised $2.4 
million in the same time 
frame.

The former holder of 
the seat, Mike Gallagher, 
regularly won reelection 
with huge margins. The 
last time Democrats chal-
lenged the seat was 2020, 
when Gallagher won with 
more than 64% of the vote.

By that measure, Demo-
crats did much better this 
time, but knocking out 
a veteran in future elec-
tions could be even harder, 
Weinschenk noted.

“Once a candidate is 
elected to Congress, they 
start to build the incum-
bency advantage and it 
is usually hard to beat an 
incumbent,” he said. “In 
the House, I think the in-
cumbent reelection rate is 
hovering in the 98% range 
these days. The size of the 
incumbency advantage has 
decreased over time, but it 
certainly still exists and is 
hard to overcome. It cer-
tainly seems like a district 
that will be hard for the 
Democratic party to win 
anytime soon.”

The Badger Project is a nonpartisan, 
citizen-supported journalism nonprofit 

in Wisconsin.
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Dozens of local residents take advantage of the opportunity to tour the new Riverview Community Center during an open house Nov. 16.
WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Riverview Town Chairman Jim Zittlow welcomes visitors to the Nov. 16 open house at the newly opened community 
center that will house town offices and serve as a northern satellite for Oconto County. Looking on, from left, are 
County Board Chairman Al Sleeter, Sheriff Todd Skarban and County Administrator Richard Heath.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Visitors get a look at the Oconto County Sheriff’s Department offices at the 
new Riverview Community Center during the Nov. 16 open house.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA



Barbara L. VanHulle, 
90, Oconto, passed away 
peacefully Wednesday, 
Nov. 13, 2024, with family 
by her side.

Barb was born Aug. 
27, 1934, in Oconto to the 
late Edmund and Celia 
(Belongia) Bourassa. She 
married Jerald VanHulle 
on Nov. 28, 1953, and they 
were married for 70 years 
before Jerry preceded Barb 
in death on Oct. 22, 2023.

Barb and Jerry farmed 
the VanHulle Homestead 
for 30 years, and she kept 
man\ Eeautiful éower 
beds all around the farm as 
well as a big garden. She 
loved mowing the grass 
and taking care of the yard. 
Every Christmas, she made 
hundreds of Christmas 
cookies to give to family 
and friends. Barb loved her 
grandchildren and made 
sure each one had a special 
birthday. She was always 
the life of the party and 
loved taking pictures.

In retirement, she en-
joyed traveling with Jerry 
and attending country 
music shows. She even 
got to kiss Johnny Cash on 
stage one time. Barb was 
a member of Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church, Oconto. 
She will be greatly missed 
by many.

Barb is survived by 
three daughters, Diane 
(Richard) Riewe, Sharon 
(John) Nordquist, Kathy 
(Tom) Klarner; three 
sons, Robert (Kathy) 
VanHulle, Kevin (Angie) 

VanHulle, Randy (Kelly) 
VanHulle; one brother, 
Byron Bourassa; sisters-in-
law and brothers-in-law, 
Claudia Bourassa, Viola 
Bourassa, Evelyn Pansier, 
Marietta (Jim) Allen, Frank 
(Janice) VanHulle, How-
ard (Donna) VanHulle; 
16 grandchildren; and 21 
great-grandchildren.

Along with her par-
ents, Barb was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Jerald; sisters, Bette, Jean 
and Marilyn; and brothers, 
&liåord, )rancis, 5oEert, 
William and Thomas.

The family will receive 
relatives and friends at the 
Gallagher Funeral Home, 
Oconto, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 
18, 2024. Funeral services 
will be conducted 2 p.m. 
at the funeral home with 
Deacon Dave Westenberg 
oæciatinJ. %urial will Ee at 
Oconto Catholic Cemetery.

Online condolences 
may be expressed at www.
gallagherfuneralhome.net.
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Barbara L. VanHulle

OBITUARIES

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

With a bit of emotion 
and a show of gratitude, 
the Oconto Falls School 
Board on Nov. 11 “regret-
fully but respectfully” 
approved Superintendent 
Dean Hess’ retirement re-
Tuest, eåective at the end 
of the school year.

When the matter came 
up on the agenda, Hess 
seemed to pause to collect 
himself before saying, “I’m 
asking the board to con-
sider taking action on the 
retirement of the superin-
tendent after 10 years of 
service.”

After accepting a mo-
tion and second, board 
President Clint Garde-
brecht read a statement 
“to acknowledge the 

progress we’ve made as a 
district under his leader-
ship” since Hess was hired 
in 2015. As an example, he 
pointed to the growth of 
the district’s fund balance, 
its financial reserves or 
savings account. “Dean 
took over a district oper-
ating with a fund balance 
of only around $500,000, 
which was less than 3% 
of our annual budget,” 
Gardebrecht said. “By 
contrast, our fund balance 
today is approximately 
$3.7 million or 12% of our 
annual budget.”

Hess also beefed up the 
district’s capital improve-
ment account and bol-
stered the post-employee 
Eenefits. +e Juided the 
district in successful refer-
endum questions that gave 
Oconto Falls voter approv-

al to exceed state-imposed 
levy limits and to build the 
new middle school sched-
uled to open in September 
2025, Gardebrecht said.

He credited Hess with 
spearheading the school 
districtÒs first strateJic 
community-based planning 
session, known as Destina-
tion Education, in 2017, 
improving the compensa-
tion model for district em-
ployees, and implement-
ing an annual employee 
satisfaction survey to help 
find wa\s to improve the 
school culture.

“In the face of adver-
sity, it takes real leaders 
to make tough decisions,” 
Gardebrecht said. “I rarely 
encountered a leader so 
willing to tackle the hard 
tasks.”

He noted Hess’ in-

volvement in the greater 
community, where he is 
active in the Oconto Falls 
Lions Club and chamber of 
commerce, as well as the 
successful eåort to Euild 
the Oconto Falls Area Vet-
erans Monument next to 
the school district oæces 
on North Farm Road.

“Dean, thank you for 
your service to the Oconto 
Falls School District. I 
wish you and your wife, 
Lucy, the best in retire-
ment,” Gardebrecht said.

Board member Chad 
Earley also thanked Hess 
for his service and for 
giving the board plenty of 
time to search for a new 
superintendent. Hess’ last 
day with the district is ex-
pected to be June 30, 2025.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Board accepts Hess retirement request

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The Oconto Falls 
School Board on Nov. 11 
approved spending up to 
$20,000 to get the planning 
process oå the Jround for 
new EaseEall fields on the 
campus of the new Oconto 
Falls Middle School.

The board voted unani-
mously to contract with 
the civil enJineerinJ firm 
Point of Beginning Inc. to 
design the baseball facility.

In October, the orga-
nization Trent Maloney 
Memorial Inc. asked the 
board to support building 
high school varsity and ju-
nior varsit\ EaseEall fields 
on the new middle school 
campus, which is located 
across County Road I from 
Oconto Falls High School, 
in a community campaign 
to raise private and public 
funds.

Board members were 
generally in support of 
the idea but wanted more 

information, including a 
professional design to help 
determine the project’s 
feasibility.

“We don’t know if the 
project can happen at this 
point, so this is us pay-
ing for the design work 
up front,” Superintendent 
Dean Hess said in pre-
senting the proposal from 
Point of Beginning.

7he ���,��� fiJure for 
design work is about one-
third of the cost estimate 
presented in October. 

+ess said most firms are 
reluctant to create a design 
unless there’s some assur-
ance they will also be hired 
to build the project, but the 
district is not yet certain 
the project can move 
forward.

“So unfortunately 
we’re only able to have 
one bid, so to speak, for 
this design work, but I 
think the cost is in our 
favor,” he said.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Design firm hired for baseball fields
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Buff alo herd continues to 
grow in Middle Village

Medicine Fish, Nature Conservancy partner to restore cultural, ecological relationships
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

About 200 people came from as far 
away as California, Atlanta and New 
York, and as near as Keshena and Gresh-
am, to welcome a dozen young bison to a 
herd that lives near the Menominee Na-
tion community of Middle Village. Specta-
tors stood along a fence and cheered Nov. 
9 as the young animals sprang from a 
trailer and raced into the prairie sanctu-
ary maintained by Medicine Fish along 
County Road G.

The yearling bison, who were born 
in the Nachusa Grasslands in Illinois, a 
Nature Conservancy preserve, joined 17 
others that have called the local preserve 
home since November 2022.

7he eå ort is an initiative of 0edicine 
)ish, an ,ndiJenous�led nonprofi t orJa�
nization that works with local youth, to 
restore the Menominee’s relationship 
with the Euå alo that once roamed the area 
by the millions.

Ô7he Euå alo EeinJ introduced has 
built a movement across the nations,” 
said Bryant Waupoose, executive direc-
tor of Medicine Fish. “It’s about restoring 
and cultivating relationships that remove 
cultural barriers with tribal and non-tribal 
members to work together taking care of 
Mother Earth.”

The Nature Conservancy has been 
working with tribal nations to restore 
the relationship with the Euå alo, which 
Waupoose described as “a cultural key-
stone species and an ecological keystone 
species” for the Menominee and other 
nations.

“We are always working to restore 
relationships and connections to bring 
healing to our culture and the land,” he 
said. “That’s what brought these people 

from all over to witness this.”
7en Euå alo were ErouJht to 0enomi�

nee Tribal land and released Nov. 12, 
����, throuJh the eå orts of 0edicine )ish, 
Menominee Nation, Nature Conservancy 
and the ,nter�7riEal %uå alo &ouncil. ,n 
����, an additional fi ve \earlinJs were 
brought and celebrated as well. Earlier 
this year, two calves were born, bringing 
the herd to 17.

During the ceremony that took place 
Eefore the �� new Euå alo were intro�
duced, tribal elder and preservationist 
Dave Grignon said a Menominee prayer 
for Ôour Euå alo relatives,Õ asNinJ the 
Creator to look to their well-being on this 

new land and welcoming them to their 
new home.

He explained that historically, there 
was a connection between the Menomi-
nee and the Euå alo, which in their 
language are called pesaehkiw or “prairie 
animal.”

Grignon praised Waupoose and his 
brother, Donavan Waupoose, director of 
Euå alo restoration for 0edicine )ish, for 
their worN in restorinJ the Euå alo to their 
historic home.

“We’re so happy that these young guys, 
Bryant and Donavan, and the group Medi-

A crowd of about 200 people witnessed the introduction of a dozen more yearling buffalo into the Medicine Fish sanctuary, bringing the herd to 29 animals.
WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Donavan Waupoose, director of buffalo restoration for Medicine Fish, stands on the Nature Conservancy trailer that 
delivered 12 yearling bison to the organization’s preserve outside Gresham to explain how the animals are to be 
released Nov. 9. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

BUFFALO, CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Down With 
Mylestones 
helps kids 
with needs
Family starts foundation 
after giving birth to child 

with Down syndrome
By KAY REMINGER

Correspondent

Lisa and Robbie Hill are the parents 
of three boys — the youngest of whom, 
Myles, happens to have a form of Down 
syndrome. 

Myles has Trisomy 21, which is caused 
when there is an extra copy of chromo-
some 21. According to Lisa Hill, it is a very 
individualized condition.

“Every child with Down syndrome is 
diå erent,Õ +ill said. Ô7hereÒs no two aliNe. 
It doesn’t mean they’re going to be doing 
the same things or have the same health 
concerns. You don’t know until you know. 
The journey can feel impossible to some; 
it did for me. But the second he was born 
and we locked eyes, I knew he would lead 
me through this.”

When Myles was just eight months old, 
Lisa Hill took her boys to a park to play, 
and her older boys wanted to put their 
little brother in a swing. Myles was just 
sitting up on his own and just started to 
have head control, Hill recalled, so he was 
unable to use the swing, as this equipment 
had no support for his head and neck. If 
Myles were to sit in a typical swing, he 
could hurt his neck; he wouldn’t be able 
to sit upright and his little body needed 
extra support.

The boys had asked, “Is there any park 
he could play in?” and Hill had to say 
no. 7his was the fi rst time her Eo\s saw 
Down syndrome as a bad thing. They felt 
it wasn’t fair and didn’t understand why 
God would do this to their brother. Barely 
holding back tears of frustration, Hill 
gathered her boys and headed home.

Lisa Neely Hill and her 3-year-old son, Myles, sit at home 
as she talks about Down With Mylestones, a nonprofit 
working to raise funds to help children of all abilities, 
especially at public parks. The effort sprang up after the 
mother had to explain to her two older sons why Myles 
couldn’t use regular playground equipment.

KAY REMINGER

MYLESTONES, CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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cine Fish are bringing 
these back home to us, and 
I want to say these words 
today to thank the Creator 
for ErinJinJ the Euå alo 
home to us,” Grignon said.

After the prayer, a 
group of about a dozen 
young men sang a song in 
honor of the Euå alo and 
thanked the Creator for 
protecting them on their 
Mourne\. 7hen, the trailer 
gates were opened and 
the huJe animals Jalloped 

onto the prairie toward 
their new famil\.

(li]aEeth %ach, a re�
search assistant for Nature 
&onservanc\, said the 1a�
chusa *rasslands preserve 
covers 4,000 acres in north 
central ,llinois.

Ô7he Euå alo have ac�
cess to 1,500 of those acres. 
They were reintroduced 
to 1achusa *rasslands in 
2014, so they’ve been on 
our land now for aEout �� 
\ears,Õ %ach said.

The bison have become 
an inteJral part of the eco�
system, she said.

“They’re shaping the 
native plant and animal 
communit\ in our neiJh�
Eorhood,Õ %ach said. Ô:e 
have to keep the herd at 
a certain size so that that 
Jra]inJ is in Ealance with 
the other parts of the eco�
s\stem. $fter several \ears, 
it got to the point where we 
needed to transfer some of 
these young ones.”

That was the beginning 
of the collaEoration with 
Medicine Fish and the 
0enominee %uå alo ,nitia�
tive, %ach said.

“For the past three 
\ears, weÒve Eeen aEle to 
taNe some of these \ear�
linJs whoÒve Eeen Eorn at 
the 1achusa *rasslands 
Preserve and bring them to 
this ama]inJ landscape up 
here and share,” she said.

0edicine )ish plans to 
replicate the worN done 

at 1achusa *rasslands 
as prairie restoration 
contributes to carbon 
sequestration, something 
the Menominee Nation has 
done since time immemo�
rial and is e[emplifi ed 
throuJh their world re�
nowned forestry practices, 
%r\ant :aupoose said.

Ô,n addition to the eco�
loJical and environmental 
impact, Medicine Fish’s 
vision is holistic wellness 
for the community,” he 

said. Ô%uå alo rematriation 
provides incrediEle op�
portunities to ErinJ people 
together to restore native 
plants throuJh seed collec�
tion, community harvest, 
and events that inspire 
purpose and represent 
healinJ.Õ

For information about 
Medicine Fish and ways to 
support its programs, visit 
www.medicinefi sh.orJ.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com
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Thanksgiving important time to cherish family
Thanksgiving has 

alwa\s Eeen m\ favor�
ite holida\ Eecause itÒs 
about appreciating, not 
accumulatinJ. 7he fourth 
Thursday of November is 
the perfect combination of 
Mo\ful human activities Ð 
famil\, feastinJ and taNinJ 
time to count our Eless�
inJs. , liNe that thereÒs 
a holida\ to e[press 
that without sounding 
church\. ,t also doesnÒt 
hurt that I enjoy the 
special foods connected 
with it.

Thanksgiving was a big 
deal when , was Jrow�
inJ up on +ilrose 'air\ 
)arm. :ith at least ����� 
people to feed, 0om had 
to roast a huge turkey. 
Funny, it seemed about 
the same year after year, 
Eut 'ad alwa\s said it was 
her best one ever. No one 
disaJreed� \ou wouldnÒt 
Ee so Eold as to arJue with 
my father over something 
that serious. 0omÒs stuå �
inJ and Jrav\ Ð if , live to 
Ee ���, ,Òll never Ee aEle to 
duplicate that.

After I started my own 
famil\, , continued to car�
r\ on familiar traditions 
such as going around the 
taEle with each participant 
sharing what they were 
thanNful for. , rememEer 
so man\ of those mo�
ments. 2ne of m\ favor�

ites happened when my 
son was 8. He said he was 
thanNful that his father 
ÔdidnÒt tell 0om , drove 
the -eep down the lane 
and hit a tree, not hard, 
just kinda bumped it,” or 
when m\ tweener dauJh�
ter said she was Jrateful 
her mom was an (nJlish 
teacher because “reading 
books is the most fun you 
can have in this house.”

As the years passed, 
I hosted Thanksgivings 
for our Elended famil\. 

That tradition continued 
when Jon and I retired in 
Townsend, but then we 
started celeEratinJ at m\ 
sister &arolÒs in 0eTuon 
after her husEand, 'ave, 
was diaJnosed with mul�
tiple sclerosis. 2ur sister, 
Sharon, her husband, their 
dauJhters and special 
friends joined us. My 
dauJhter and JranddauJh�
ter usuall\ came, too. ,t 
was alwa\s a da\ fi lled 
with lauJhter and love.

&arol, a home eco�
nomics maMor in colleJe, 
worked overtime to make 
ever\ detail perfect. 7heir 
condo was decorated as 
if it was being featured in 
+ouse %eautiful 0aJa�
]ine. 6eriousl\, it was 
liNe we were on the set 

of a +allmarN holida\ 
movie. +er turNe\ melted 
in your mouth, and her 
stuæ  nJ was incrediEle. 
Each of us brought a side 
dish; my contribution was 
alwa\s homemade dinner 
rolls and cranEerries. 
Instead of pumpkin pie, 
Sharon brought pumpkin 
cheesecake. Now I do not 
often do dessert. %ut that 
cheesecake? It was divine.

&29,' interrupted our 
visits, and 'aveÒs illness 
proJressed so &arol was 
unaEle to host the past 
few years. In September, 
we discussed resuming 
the tradition, alEeit on a 
scaled�EacN version. 7hen, 
out of the Elue, she called 
on 2ct. � to tell me she 
had been diagnosed with 

cancer. 7he oncoloJist 
told her it was incuraEle 
Eut treataEle. 6he sounded 
upEeat, read\ to fi Jht, 
determined to resume 
careJivinJ for 'ave.

Of my four sisters, I 
have alwa\s Eeen closest 
to &arol. 6he was Eorn 
10 years after me, so she 
was m\ ÔlivinJ dollÕ for 
real. , fussed over her 
until 6haron came alonJ 
to dislodJe her from her 
loft\ place. , spent time 
readinJ aloud school as�
signments to her, teaching 
her cursive, practicing 
m\ orator\ for the annual 
��+ 6peaNinJ &ontest, 
showinJ oå  the latest 
dance steps featured on 
'icN &larNÒs Ô$merican 
%andstand.Õ

Imagine my shock Oct. 
11 when I got the news 
that &arol had Eeen hos�
pitali]ed. 7he ne[t da\, , 
made the three�hour drive 
to 0eTuon. 6he was se�
dated, Eut she smiled and 
nodded and squeezed my 
hand when I showed her 
mementos I had brought 
that meant something 
special to Eoth of us.

I tried to ease the pain 
and fear in her eyes by 
readinJ her a favorite Eed�
time stor\, Eut , couldnÒt 
stop choking up. So I just 
told her how much , loved 
her and what a great sister 

she was. 7he ne[t da\ , 
held her hand as she drew 
her last Ereath, her hos�
pice room full of famil\ 
to comfort her and each 
other. , was heartEro�
Nen, Eewildered and, \es, 
anJr\. +ow could this Ee 
happeninJ" , couldnÒt Jet 
my head around it.

)ortunatel\, , had 
EooNed the ne[t few da\s 
for a Jrandma�dut\ visit 
with my granddaughter. 
$n ���\ear�old is trul\ 
Ealm for a EroNen heart. 
:hen , Jot home, , wrote 
&arolÒs oEituar\, the most 
diæ  cult series of sentenc�
es I’ve ever put on paper. 
I wanted it to be perfect, 
liNe her 7hanNsJivinJ 
décor and dinner. It ends 
with her favorite Irish 
ElessinJ� Ô'eath invites a 
heartache no one can heal� 
love leaves a memor\ no 
one can steal.Õ

So, this Thanksgiving, 
huJ those \ou hold dear� 
tell them how much \ou 
love them. 'onÒt sTuander 
the time \ou have to�
Jether on pett\ disaJree�
ments. Make a memory no 
one can take away. Happy 
Thanksgiving.

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, 
writer and community advocate. She 

has published eight books, four on the 
history of Townsend, where she and 

husband Jon are happily retired on the 
beautiful Townsend Flowage.

Kathleen Marsh, front row, center, poses with all of her siblings and spouses in a 2021 family photo. Marsh recently 
lost her sister, Carol Roche, front row, second from left, due to cancer in October. CONTRIBUTED

Kathleen 
Marsh

Columnist

MYLESTONES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
7hat niJht, +ill ap�

proached her husband 
with a mandate, Ô:e are 
JoinJ to Euild a pla\�
ground.” The sadness and 
disappointment of the 
afternoon at a park that 
could not accommodate 
her special needs child 
was the impetus needed 
to begin a project that 
would taNe the +ills on 
the intricate journey to 
secure the right of every 
little Eo\ or Jirl� to pla\ 
on a pla\Jround, no mat�
ter their aEilit\.

Ô'own with 0\l�
estones is a nonprofi t 
m\ husEand and , estaE�
lished,Õ +ill said. Ô2ur 
heartÒs desire is to help 
educate others about 
7risom\ �� and other dis�
aEilities as well as ErinJ 
resources and opportuni�
ties into our community. 
$ lot of 0\lesÒ care is 
located in $ppleton or 
*reen %a\, such as oc�
cupational, speech and 
ph\sical therapies, so we 
need to travel an\time he 
needs therapy.”

$pproachinJ &linton�
villeÒs cit\ administra�
tor and ma\or, the +ills 
e[plained the idea of a 

pla\Jround, and to their 
Jreat deliJht, the oæ  cials 
were more than happy to 
help maNe this happen. 
7he area the\ felt Eest to 
accommodate the pla\�
ground was to add onto 
2len 3arN in &lintonville, 
which isn’t as busy. They 
wanted to maNe it conve�
nient for the surrounding 
areas, includinJ Eut not 
limited to 1ew /ondon, 
Marion and Shawano.

7he +ills touched Ease 
with ph\sical therapists 
who worN with 0\les 
and other children with 
special needs, JettinJ 
ideas on what equipment 
would Ee safe Eut univer�
sal, such as a fi ve�point 
harness swing for more 
staEili]ation and a -enn 
swing with a headrest. 
7he merr\�Jo�round 
would have three sections 
with one wide enough for 
a wheelchair, one section 
for someone to sit and 
a third section to stand, 
so it can accommodate 
an\ child and an\ level of 
aEilit\.

7he ideal is to have 
a EiJ pla\set in which 
all wheelchairs can fi t 
throuJh the whole pla\�
set, accordinJ to +ill. $n 
innovative wheelchair 
swing was discussed, one 
that can Jo EacN�and�
forth and side�to�side to 
Jive the rider the mo�
tion of swinging. There 
would Ee a Ea\ of swinJs 
that oå er more support 
than a t\pical swinJ. $lso 
incorporated would Ee a 
climEer in a ninMa�war�
rior�t\pe st\le. 3oured�
in�place ruEEer would Ee 
used for the foundation. 
8nliNe mulch and�or pea 
Jravel, usinJ this as the 
foundation is easier for 
wheelchairs and strollers.

Ô:e want to stress 
how important it was to 
have somethinJ for all 
Nids, not onl\ for Nids 
with disaEilities,Õ +ill 
said. “This park is to be 
inclusive. 7his eTuip�
ment doesn’t mean that 
t\pical Nids canÒt Jo on 
it; it means that kids with 
special needs can.Õ

+ill noted there are 
challenJes to havinJ a 
'own s\ndrome child, as 
0\les is � Eut unaEle to 
talN or do other thinJs. 
He has to do much more 
worN than a t\pical child 
does, she said, which 
often Jenerates Tues�
tions from his brothers on 
“why.”

Ô7he Eenefi ts outweiJh 
the challenJes,Õ +ill said. 
Ô+eÒs Jiven us a whole 
new wa\ to looN at the 
world. +eÒs Eeen worNinJ 
for si[ months on how to 
jump, and he doesn’t give 
up. 0\les taNes persever�
ance to a whole new level. 
6omethinJ as simple as 
a leaf fallinJ on his face 

maNes him smile. +e has 
such an appreciation for 
the smallest thinJs.Õ

7he nonprofi t was of�
fi ciall\ estaElished a \ear 
aJo in $pril with a Eoard 
of directors in place.

Ô7he nonprofi t is 
founded on faith; that is 
our foundation,Õ +ill said. 
“Second to that is if a 
community needs a park, 
it should Ee a parN for 
all aEilities, all Nids. 7he 
Jift of pla\ needs to Ee 
availaEle for all. .ids are 
wired to pla\� itÒs not Must 
a fun time. ,tÒs all parts 
put toJether Ð coJni�
tive, mental, ph\sical and 
emotional Ð itÒs all those 
pieces toJether and helps 
Euild the character of the 
child.Õ

The website www.
downwithm\lestones.
com and its Facebook 
page show where the 
+illsÒ Mourne\ is docu�
mented and events are 
shared. Anyone wanting 
to donate can clicN the 
Ô'onate 1owÕ Eutton on 
the website.

Myles Hill, 3, smiles recently as he 
holds on to the couch for support 
in the family home. Because he has 
Down syndrome, he’s not able to 
play in public parks the same way 
as other children, but his parents 
are working to develop a park in 
Clintonville that would include play-
ground equipment for children of all 
abilities. KAY REMINGER

AT A GLANCE
WHAT: Breakfast and Photos with 

Santa and Mrs. Claus, a benefit 
for Down With Mylestones

WHEN: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 30
WHERE: Blue 52, W12850 County 

Road M, Caroline
ADMISSION: $20 adults, $5 

children. Price includes breakfast, 
professional photo and kids’ craft.
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LAKEWOOD: Friends of 

Lakes Country Library Bake 
Sale, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. or sold 
out, Lakewood SuperValu, 
17186 Twin Pines Road.

SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 

WITTENBERG: “The Most 
Wonderful Crime of the Year,” 
6 p.m., Ho-Chunk Gam-
ing Wittenberg, N7198 U.S. 
Highway 45. Dinner theater 
performed by the Murder 
Mystery Company. Tickets: 
$95 available in the gift shop.

SATURDAY, NOV. 23
KESHENA: Holiday Bazaar, 

8 a.m. to 2 p.m., St. Michael’s 
Church, N816 State High-

way 47-55. Christmas Shop, 
cookies by the pound, basket 
raffle and food. Thrift and 
Gift open.

SHAWANO: Shawano 
School District Pow Wow, 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawano 
County High School gymna-
sium, 220 County Road B. 
Grand entry at noon.

WITTENBERG: “The Most 
Wonderful Crime of the 
Year,” 6 p.m., Ho-Chunk 
Gaming Wittenberg, N7198 
U.S. Highway 45. Dinner 
theater performed by the 
Murder Mystery Company. 
Tickets: $95 available in the 
gift shop.

MONDAY, NOV. 25
SHAWANO: Recovery 

talking circle, 6-8 p.m., First 

Presbyterian Church, Room 
4, 100 W. Presbyterian St. 
Information: Dallas Gast, 715-
701-5388 or dallasgast8@
gmail.com. 

TUESDAY, NOV. 26
KESHENA: Recovery talking 

circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek 
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak 
Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 27
GILLETT: 34th annual Com-

munity Thanksgiving Dinner, 
3:30-6:30 p.m., Hillside 
Assembly of God, 5890 State 
Highway 22. Servings at 
3:30-4:15 p.m., 4:15-5 p.m. or 
5-5:45 p.m. Reservations call 

920-855-2962 or visit www.
hillsideassembly.com. Home 
delivery available to Gillett, 
Suring, Cecil or Oconto Falls.

NEOPIT: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m. The Circle 
House, W6715 Shawpoka-
sic St. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

THURSDAY, NOV. 28
SHAWANO: Total Fitness 

Turkey Trot 2024 5K run, 9 
a.m., Total Fitness, 116 N. 
Main St. $25 Adults and $20 
for Kids 10 and under. Reg-
ister at front desk, 715-526-
2899 or www.shawanototal-
fitness.net. Proceeds benefit 
the Shawano Menominee 
Resiliency Coalition.

SHAWANO: Thanksgiving 

Dinner, noon to 1:30 p.m., 
Zion Lutheran Church, 1254 
S. Union St. Reservations 
appreciated by Nov. 18 at 
715-526-2017. Free will dona-
tions, $8 per plate suggested. 
Children under 5 free. No 
carry-outs.

BOWLER: Native American 
Talking Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mo-
hican Family Center, N8605 
Oak St. Information: Yvonne 
Burr, 715-326-0891. 

FRIDAY, NOV. 29
OCONTO: Winter Wonder-

land Kickoff, 5 p.m., Holtwood 
Campground, 400 Holtwood 
Way.

SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 30
CAROLINE: Breakfast and 

Photos with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Blue 
52, W12850 County Road 
M. Benefit for Down with 
Mylestones. $20 adults, 
$5 children, price includes 
breakfast, professional photo 
and kids’ craft.

BIRNAMWOOD: Holiday 
Fair and Berry Merry Holiday 
Kickoff, 9 a.m. to 11 p.m., Chet 
and Emil’s Hall and Matsche 
Center, 388 Main St. Vendors 
and raffles 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 
Santa and crew, kids crafts, 
gingerbread house judging, 
and hot cocoa bar 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.; chili and 
soup supper 4:30 p.m.; pa-
rade 6 p.m. followed by tree 
lighting; live music with Lovin 
Country 7-11 p.m.

SHAWANO: Holiday Stroll 
and Tree Lighting, 3-5 p.m., 
Franklin Park, 235 S. Wash-
ington St. Features 100 
decorated Christmas trees, 
Santa and his reindeer, horse 
and wagon rides, Christmas 
caroling, kids activities. Com-
munity Tree lighting at 5 p.m.

OCONTO FALLS: Avenue of 
Lights Kickoff, 6 p.m., East 
Side Beach. Oconto Falls High 
School choir caroling 6 p.m., 
Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive 
with tree lighting 6:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, DEC. 1
PULASKI: Holiday Craft 

and Gift Market, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Pulaski Commu-
nity Middle School, 911 S. 
St. Augustine St. Over 90 
vendor booths. $2 suggested 
donation. Lunch available for 
purchase.
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Help Wanted

OCONTO 
COUNTYTIMES HERALD

NEW Media is looking for a reporter to work out of our Oconto 
Falls offi  ce. Most of the work would involve covering municipal, 
county board, school and community stories, as well as features 
on some of the people and groups that call Oconto County home.

We seek talented journalists who can seize someone’s attention 
by being a talented wordsmith and photographer in a fast-paced 

news environment where digital comes fi rst. While the offi  ce 
is a base of operations, we want someone who’ll be out in the 

community gathering the news. 

All are welcome to apply, including recent or pending college 
graduates. Preference is for the candidate to live in Oconto 

County or be willing to relocate there to be nearby when news 
takes places. Photography and copy editing skills are a must. 

Send a resume, cover letter, and four to six samples of your 
work to Editor Kevin Passon at kpasson@newmedia-wi.com. Put 

“Reporter — Oconto Falls” in the subject header.

DNR proposes pre-2014 deer management units
Deer management 

boundaries may return to 
a pre-2014 habitat-based 
system rather than the 
current county boundar-
ies in an eå ort to improve 
hunting and management.

Although this system is 
only being considered in 
the Northern Forest Zone 
tier of counties, it seems 
likely it will be used in 
the rest of the state if the 
Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources’ 
Natural Resources Board 
approves the proposal in 
February, according to 
DNR deer program spe-
cialist -eå  3rit]l.

The DNR hosted a 
series of informational 
meetings this month in 
:oodruå , &aEle, $dams 
and virtuall\ to e[plain 
the plan and the timeline 
for its implementation. 
3rit]l noted that the 
proposed system likely 
would have fewer man�
agement units than the 
somewhat “microman-
aged” units used prior to 
2014 in a form of hybrid 
management used in 
other states.

The state switched 
to management of deer 
by counties in 2014 in 
response to hunters, 
forestry interests, tourism 
leaders, wildlife lovers 
and other stakeholders, 
as well as suggestions of-
fered by nationally noted 
biologist James Kroll, bet-
ter known as “Dr. Deer.” 
&ount\ 'eer $dvisor\ 
&ouncils �&'$&s� made 
up of various staNehold�
ers have since Juided the 
number and distribution 
of antlerless hunting 
permits in an eå ort to 
manage the deer popula-
tion. 7he &'$&s are led 
E\ representatives of the 
:isconsin &onservation 
&onJress.

The largest problem 
revealed with a decade 
of county management 
units is that there are 
diå erent Ninds of haEitat 
and distribution of deer 
within each count\, 3rit]l 
e[plained. 1orthern hunt�
ers have faced the most 

diæ  culties with this s\s�
tem, because some areas 
of vast forests ma\ have 
few deer, but permits may 
be issued based on the 
overall count\ popula�
tion, which could have 
sections where deer are 
plentiful.

“Deer are creatures of 
the edJe of haEitat,Õ 3rit]l 
said.

'eer thrive in areas of 
mi[ed woods and crop�
lands or recentl\ harvest�
ed timber with fresh plant 
growth. In thicker woods, 
deer Jravitate toward 
dwellings and towns, 
often where hunters can’t 
access them.

&ounties liNe $shland 
and Iron, the only two 
counties in the 2024 gun 
season to allow only buck 
hunting, routinely see the 
fewest EucN harvests in 
the state, he noted. North-
ern Forest Zone hunters 

have faced the proElems 
of a Ôone�si]e�fi ts�allÕ 
county management 
s\stem and e[pressed 
their concerns at the 
&ount\ 'eer $dvisor\ 
&ouncil meetinJs as well 
as special hearings called 
E\ state leJislators, 3rit]l 
noted.

The DNR routinely 
reviews the manaJement 
units ever\ three \ears. 
Although the county 
manaJement units oå er 
little é e[iEilit\, a few 
counties, such as Oconto 
&ount\, are split into 
the Northern Forest and 
&entral )armland ]ones 
because of their habitat 
diversit\ and varied deer 
distribution.

The proposed 26 
DMUs in 19 counties 
use the same boundar-
ies as they were prior to 
����. 3rit]l said the '15 
consulted with biologists 
and looked at changes in 
the habitat landscape, and 
all agreed that the earlier 
boundaries were still 
appropriate.

$nother advantaJe of 
using the old boundaries 
is that comparisons of 

harvests, Eear and wolf 
predation, winter kill and 
severit\ inde[es can Ee 
made more easily.

Boundaries could 
change, based on pub-
lic comments during a 
formal virtual hearinJ 
in January and consult-
ing with members of 
the ceded territory of 
the 2MiEwe �&hippewa� 
tribes, he noted.

The proposal will of-
fi ciall\ Jo to the 1atural 

Resources Board at its 
Feb. 25-26 meeting. In 
order for the new system 
to Ee implemented in ne[t 
year’s hunting season, 
the plan would need to 
Ee approved in the sprinJ 
of 2025 so the process of 
&'$& review could Ee 
done, he said.

If the new habitat-
based management unit 
s\stem is approved, it 
probably would be ap-

plied to other portions of 
the state but possibly in a 
hybrid format that could 
combine county and 
haEitat�Eased ]ones.

Issues with public 
versus private antlerless 
harvest authori]ations 
�permits� also could Ee 
addressed in later years.

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from 
New London and owner of Wolf River 
Concealed Carry LLC. Contact him at 

Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

A deer approaches the tribal office for the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohican Indians in the Town of Bartelme on 
Oct. 21. Deer make their homes in areas of mixed woods and croplands or recently harvested timber with fresh plant 
growth. In thicker woods, deer are common around dwellings and towns. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

This map shows the proposed numbered deer management units (DMUs) 
in the Northern Forest Zone that the Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources plans to present to the Natural Resources Board in February. If ap-
proved, this would mark a return to habitat-based management units, used 
prior to 2014, rather than county-based units. The goal is to offer more flex-
ibility in antlerless tag numbers within county boundaries, as requested by 
many hunters. WISCONSIN DNR

Ross 
Bielema
Columnist

Pow wow coming to Shawano 
Community High School

The Shawano School 
District, in conjunction 
with its Title VI program, 
is havinJ its fi rst�ever 
pow wow 1ov. �� at the 
6hawano &ommunit\ +iJh 
School gymnasium, 220 
&ount\ 5oad %.

Doors open at 11 a.m., 
with grand entry at noon 
and fi nishinJ at � p.m. 
7he free event is open to 
ever\one.

The pow wow is an op-
portunity to connect and 
e[perience a pow wow in 
an e[periential wa\ that 
creates dialogue and bonds 
for ever\one in the 6ha�

wano community.
During the pow wow, 

the district will be work-
inJ with /ife &hurch of 
Shawano to collect non-
perishable food items for 
local district families for 
7hanNsJivinJ.

6everal hiJh school 
clubs will be selling food 
to support their programs. 
The culture club will be 
selling Indian Tacos. The 
baking club will be sell-
ing baked goods. Student 
council will be selling 
candy, soda and water. 
Title VI will be selling fry 
bread, chili, Menominee 

hull corn soup, wild rice 
casserole, and wild rice 
and berries.

3ri]es donated E\ local 
Eusinesses will Ee Jiven 
during the pow wow’s 
spot, potato, feather, swan 
and fi sh dances.

+onor sonJs will Ee 
performed for the high 
schoolÒs state volle\Eall, 
soccer and cross-country 
programs.

Those wearing regalia 
can receive a Jift card Ð 
$5 for the tiny tots and 
junior categories, $10 for 
teens and $20 for adults 
and aEove.
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LUCK IS JUST A SHUTTLE RIDE AWAYLUCK IS JUST A SHUTTLE RIDE AWAY

DRIVER INITIALS:

DATE:

HAVE YOUR DRIVER INITIAL AND RECEIVE

ONE TIME OFFER
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Lena/STAA falls 50-36 in state title game
Owen-Withee (12-0) 

completed an undefeated 
season by capturing the 
state 8-player football 
championship with a 50-
36 victory over Lena/St. 
Thomas Aquinas (10-2) at 
South Wood County Sta-
dium in Wisconsin Rapids 
on Nov. 16.

The Blackhawks scored 
touchdowns on their fi rst 
four drives of the game. 
Gaining possession of the 
ball with only with only 
fi ve seconds remaininJ in 
the fi rst half ma\ have Nept 
them from scoring on ev-
ery possession until their 
fi nal drive of the Jame.

Statistically, the game 
was remarkably even. 
Owen-Withee gained 417 
\ards of total oå ense to 
Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-
nas’ 412 yards. The Titans 
actually had more than 
a four-minute advantage 
in possession time in the 
game.

After forcing a Titans’ 
punt on their fi rst posses�
sion to begin the game, 
Owen-Withee marched 
86 yards on 10 plays to go 
ahead 8-0 after the suc-
cessful two-point attempt. 
Mason Gay, who set the 
8-player state record with 
six touchdowns in the 
game, capped the drive 
with a 3-yard run.

The Titans tied the 
score at 8-8 on the ensuing 
NicNoå  on a ���\ard return 
by Lucas Heimke and the 
successful two-point try. 
Just eight seconds later, 
the Blackhawks regained 
the lead at 16-8 with a 
46-yard run by Gay on the 
fi rst pla\ from scrimmaJe 
following a failed onside 
kick. Lena/St. Thomas 

Aquinas scored on its next 
possession, going 80 yards 
in 12 plays to tie the game 
at 16-16 with a 27-yard pass 
from Calvin Peters to Ty 
6hallow at the ���� marN of 
the second quarter.

The Blackhawks would 
add two more Gay scor-
ing runs of 5 and 34 yards 
to open a 30-16 halftime 
advantage. They took 
control of the game with 
a fi ve�pla\, ���\ard drive 
on the fi rst possession 
of the second half when 
Gay raced 37 yards to give 
Owen-Withee a 36-16 lead.

Peters plunged into the 
end zone on a 1-yard run 
to cap an 11-play, 64-yard 
drive to cut the Titans’ 
defi cit to ����� with ���� 
remaining in the third 
quarter. The Blackhawks 
responded with a touch-
down on its next drive on a 
44-yard pass from Dominic 
Sherwood to Tim Stock, 
who was alone behind 
the Titans’ secondary to 
double-up the score at 
44-22.

Shallow scored a rush-
ing touchdown from a yard 
out to bring the Titans’ 
back to within two scores 
at ����� with ���� to pla\ 
in the fourth quarter. 
However, the Blackhawks 
answered with its fi nal 
score of the game on an 
11-yard Gay scamper, cap-
ping an eight-play, 54-yard 
drive with ���� remaininJ 
in the game. The Titans 
scored on the JameÒs fi nal 
play with a 12-yard pass 
from Peters to Shallow as 
time expired to account for 
the fi nal score.

Gay accounted for 
most of the Blackhawks’ 
oå ense, rushinJ for ��� 

yards and six scores. His 
rushing yardage total ranks 
second-most in champion-
ship game history. Sully 
Poehler ran for 35 yards 
on nine carries. Sherwood 
completed his one pass 
attempt for 44 yards and 
a touchdown. The Owen-
Withee defense was led by 

Colin Fritz with 17 tackles, 
including 10 solos and a 
sack, and Sherwood con-
tributed with 12 tackles.

Peters rushed 30 times 
for 178 yards and a score to 
lead the Lena/St. Thomas 
$Tuinas oå ense. +e also 
completed 10-of-16 passes 
for 122 yards and a pair of 

scores.
Max Peterson and Shal-

low each carried the ball 
eight times for 42 and 37 
yards, respectively.

6hallow cauJht fi ve 
passes for 74 yards and 
two touchdowns, and Max 
Peterson made four recep-
tions for 51 yards. Peterson 

led the Titans’ defense 
with 11 tackles.

Owen-Withee wins its 
fi rst ��pla\er footEall title 
in the %lacNhawNsÒ fi rst 
appearance in the champi-
onship game, and Lena/St. 
7homas $Tuinas fi nishes 
runner�up in its fi rst e[pe�
rience in the state fi nal.

Members of the Titans hold up their second-place trophy at the end of the state title game Nov. 16 in Wisconsin Rapids. Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas lost 50-36 
to Owen-Withee in the WIAA 8-player championship game.       ROSS PATTERMANN

Tyler Shallow is in the end zone following a touchdown in the state title game 
Nov. 16. Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas Academy lost 50-36 to Owen-Withee.

ROSS PATTERMANN

After Owen-Withee took an 8-0 lead in the first quarter, Lucas Heimke 
returned the kickoff 95 yards. A successful two-point conversion tied the 
score at 8-8.                               ROSS PATTERMANN

Calvin Peters rushed 30 times for 178 yards and a score to lead the Lena/St. 
Thomas Aquinas offense. He also completed 10-of-16 passes for 122 yards 
and a pair of scores.                              ROSS PATTERMANN
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W-B swimmers place fifth at state
The Wittenberg-

Birnamwood girls swim 
team placed fifth out of 
34 teams at the Division 2 
state swim meet Nov. 15 in 
:auNesha. 6wimmers also 
EroNe five school records.

:hitefish %a\ won the 
title with ��� points, fol-
lowed E\ (dJewood with 
270, Rhinelander with 251, 
Kohler co-op with 148 and 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
with 122. The Chargers 
edJed out 6horewood, 
which placed sixth with 121 
pants.

7he foursome of .elsie 
'avis, 5eese 'icNman, 
%rooNl\n %eran and )aith 
5esch placed fourth in the 
����\ard medle\ rela\ in 
����.��, Must four seconds 
behind the winning White-
fish %a\ team.

The team also placed 
fourth in the ����\ard 
freest\le rela\ in ����.��, 
fewer than three seconds 
oå the :hitefish %a\ win-
ning time.

,n the ���\ard freest\le, 
5esch finished si[th in 
��.��, with 'icNman Ee-
hind her in seventh place 
with a time of ��.�.

'avis finished seventh 
in the ����\ard Eutteré\ in 
��.��.

Resch placed eighth in 
the ����\ard freest\le in 
54.31.

'icNman was eiJhth in 
the ����\ard EreaststroNe 
in 1:08.57.

,n the ����\ard EacN-
stroNe, 'avis was ��th in 
1:00.4.

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood foursome of Kelsie Davis, Reese Dickman, Brooklyn Beran and Faith Resch placed 
fourth in the 200-yard medley relay in 1:50.76 and fourth in the 200-yard freestyle relay in 1:39.99. In front are 
Dickman, left, and Resch. In back are Beran, left, and Davis. CONTRIBUTED

Faith Resch tied for eighth place in the 100-yard freestyle in 54.31 seconds 
at the state swim meet Nov. 15 in Waukesha. The Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
team of four swimmers placed fifth overall among 34 teams.

CONTRIBUTED

In the 100-yard breaststroke at the Division 2 state swim meet, Wittenberg-
Birnamwood’s Reese Dickman finished eighth in 1:08.57.

CONTRIBUTED

Kapla takes over as Pulaski girls wrestling coach
Ashton Kapla and Cole 

0otiå will coach the 
3ulasNi +iJh 6chool Jirls 
wrestling team this season.

Kapla replaces long-
time 3+6 Eo\s and Jirls 
wrestlinJ coach 7err\ 
Manning, who started the 
Jirls proJram two \ears 
aJo, as head coach. 0otiå 
will continue his role as 
assistant coach.

%oth are Jraduates of 
3ulasNi +iJh 6chool and 
have Eeen involved in 3u-
lasNi wrestlinJ as athletes 
and coaches for man\ 
\ears. 7he\ Eoth have 
served as assistant coaches 

for the Jirls proJram the 
past two \ears.

“We are excited to have 
Ashton Kapla and Cole 
0otiå EacN JuidinJ our 
girls wrestling program at 
3ulasNi +iJh,Õ said -anel 
%atten, 3+6 athletic and 
activities coordinator. 
Ô7heir 3ulasNi wrestlinJ 
EacNJrounds will Ee help-
ful movinJ forward, and 
we are thanNful that the\ 
are EacN with us.Õ

.apla Jraduated from 
3+6 in ����. +e is on 
pace to Jraduate from the 
8niversit\ of :isconsin�
*reen %a\ in 0a\ ���� 

with a deJree in account-
inJ. +e is a credit anal\st 
at 3remier &ommunit\ 
%anN.

Kapla, who began 
wrestlinJ in first Jrade and 
in high school wrestled 
on varsit\ all four \ears 
and was a team captain, 
is e[cited aEout the 
opportunit\.

“It allows me to give 
EacN to the sport that Jave 
so much to me,Õ he said.

0otiå, assistant Jirls 
wrestling coach, is a 2012 
3+6 Jraduate. +e earned 
a deJree in forest admin-
istration and utili]ation 

from 
the 
Uni-
versit\ 
of :is-
consin-
6tevens 
Point 
in 2016. 
+e is 
an ar-
borist 

for the cit\ of *reen %a\ 
)orestr\ 'epartment.

+e wrestled in the 
3ulasNi wrestlinJ proJram 
from NinderJarten throuJh 
his senior \ear of hiJh 
school. +e has Eeen a vol-

unteer 
\outh 
wres-
tling 
coach 
since 
2017, 
mainl\ 
worN-
ing 
with 
third 

throuJh fifth Jrade 
wrestlers.

“Coach Manning was 
also m\ head coach in 
high school. Over the last 
two seasons, , was ver\ 
fortunate in EeinJ aEle to 

coach with him as the Red 
Raider girls wrestling team 
tooN shape,Õ 0otiå said. Ô, 
canÒt thanN him enouJh for 
all he has done for 3ulasNi 
wrestlinJ and for all he has 
done for me as an individ-
ual as well. &oach .apla 
and , are Eoth ver\ e[cited 
for another season and for 
another opportunit\ to 
Jrow as a proJram.Õ

.apla urJes 3+6 stu-
dents to join in.

“Girls wrestling is the 
fastest�JrowinJ sport in 
the countr\, and , encour-
aJe an\one to come out 
and tr\ it,Õ he said.

ASHTON KAPLA COLE MOTIFF
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Bears lose D6 semifinal game 34-29
A pair of touchdowns in 

each of the first two Tuarters 
put Grantsburg in the driver’s 
seat, and Bonduel couldn’t 
come back in a 34-29 loss in 
the :,$$ 'ivision � semifi-
nal game at Stanley-Boyd on 
Nov. 15.

The Bears trailed 14-7 after 
the first Tuarter and ����� at 
the half. Bonduel outscored 
Grantsburg 7-6 in the the 
third Tuarter and ��� in the 
final stan]a, Eut it wasnÒt 
enough to overcome the 
deficit.

Cade Johnson completed 
���of��� passes for ��� \ards.

Sam Roberts caught one 
pass for �� \ards, and 5\an 
Westrich grabbed six for 41 
yards.

Johnson was also the 
leading rusher for Bonduel, 
carrying the ball 19 times for 
��� \ards. &olin )ischer had 
13 rushes for 35 yards.

Grantsburg edged Bonduel 
in passing, rushing and total 
yards, putting up a total of 519 
yards compared to Bonduel’s 
455.

Grantsburg also intercept-
ed a pass and recorded one 
sack in the game.

Bonduel ended its season 
at ����, includinJ finishinJ first 
place with a ��� record in the 
Packerland Conference.

Johnson passed for 1,632 
yards on the season.

)ischer ran for ��� \ards, 
and Carter Moesch collected 
another 345.

Roberts was the lead-
inJ receiver with ��� \ards. 
Quinn Wessenberg had 422.

Carter Moesch, left, carries the ball for Bonduel in the WIAA Division 6 state 
semifinal football game against Grantsburg on Nov. 15. Above, Cade John-
son cocks his arm for one of his 17 passing attempts on the night. Bonduel 
lost 34-29. Bonduel ended its season at 11-2, including finishing first place 
with a 7-0 record in the Packerland Conference. Johnson passed for 1,632 
yards on the season, and Moesch collected 345 on the ground.

BELLA ROBERTS
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Monday thru Friday 9:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Online: classifieds@newmedia-wi.com

Ad Deadline: 3pm Thursday Prior

HOUSEHOLD GOODSHOUSEHOLD GOODS

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking

gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE

LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military

Discounts. 
Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom

bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24

1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES

FROM $199 40 Styles on
Display! All Sizes Avail.

PlymouthFurnitureWI.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth

WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby

Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-

877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to

50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,

health
workers & 1st responders) 

Call Erie Metal Roofs 
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as 

little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No

Payments & No 
Interest for 18 months for

customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design 

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 

1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers 
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member 
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PETSPETS
American Eskimo/Shelti

Cross Pups Fluffy/Friendly
Dewormed $60 
715-223-4780

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/VetCk  Choc,

Merle & Parti $600-$800 715-
255-2661 (#269146)

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots

$300 715-223-0782
FOR SALE: ACA POODLE

Male 27 lb DOB 4-25-18
Proven Breeder or great pet
$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve

yours now $300 
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.

Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321

(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver  $250  715-255-2661

(#269146)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380;  Yorkie  Pom Puppies

cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st

shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS
dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed

Non -Shed $400-$500
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)

(WCAN)

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER 
PUPPIES Vet

checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females

$1200 No Sun Calls 715-
409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

Vehicles.

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

ServicesOffered

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus 

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, &
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No 

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply 
Call DIRECTV 

1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ServicesOffered

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-

491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening
to 

schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings

for just $149! Call 
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE

INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

Vacation/
Lake Property

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 
reviews. 

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

FFARM/LIVESTOCKARM/LIVESTOCK

FRITZ BARN PAINTING
Rusty Roofs, Metal bldings

Free Est 608-221-3510 
920-821-6311

Vehicles.

Turn Trash Into
Cash with the
CLASSIF IEDS

APAPARAR TMENTS/DUPLEXTMENTS/DUPLEX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

ServicesOffered

Dial
715-526-6188
to advertise here

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
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Proceedings of Nov. 15
• Bond was set at $15,000 

cash for James John Crouse, 
52, Menominee, Michigan, 
after he was charged with 
possession with intent to 
deliver methamphetamine, 
possession with intent to de-
liver cocaine, possession with 
intent to deliver fentanyl, pos-
session with intent to deliver 
THC, two counts of felony bail 
jumping, misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, 
operating while revoked and 
violating an ignition interlock 
device order, in connection 
with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Nov. 13. Court 
Commissioner Jacob Evans 
adjourned his initial appear-
ance until Dec. 12.

Proceedings of Nov. 13
• Bond was set at $20,000 

cash for Timothy Ronald Har-
wood, 34, De Pere, after he 
was charged with first-degree 
recklessly endangering safety, 
false imprisonment and a 
misdemeanor count of disor-
derly conduct, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Nov. 11. Judge Jay N. 
Conley adjourned his initial 
appearance until Dec. 12.

• Bond was set at $5,000 
cash for Jacob J. Prochnow, 31, 
Crivitz, after he was charged 
with battery or threat to a law 
officer, throwing or discharg-
ing bodily fluids at a public 
safety worker or prosecutor, 

and misdemeanor counts of 
operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated (second 
offense) and resisting or 
obstructing an officer, in con-
nection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Nov. 12. 
Conley adjourned his initial 
appearance until Dec. 12.

Proceedings of Nov. 12
• A bench warrant was 

issued for Kyle K. Sydor, 35, 
Oconto, after he failed to 
appear for a jury trial on a 
charge of theft in a business 
setting in connection with an 
incident that allegedly oc-
curred March 18, 2021.

• Chelsea Belle O’Donnell, 
27, Amberg, waived her right 
to a preliminary hearing and 
was bound over on charges of 
possession of methamphet-
amine, possession of narcotic 
drugs, felony bail jumping, 
and misdemeanor counts of 
resisting or obstructing an 
officer and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Oct. 11. Conley ad-
journed her initial appearance 
until Nov. 7 and scheduled an 
arraignment for Dec. 12.

Proceedings of Nov. 11
• Jessica J. Baxter, 28, 

Marinette, was placed on 
three years and six months 
of probation with conditions 
after Judge Michael T. Judge 
imposed and stayed prison 

sentences for possession of 
methamphetamine, in con-
nection with an incident that 
occurred June 9, 2021; felony 
bail jumping, in connection 
with an incident that occurred 
May 22, 2022; and another 
count of felony bail jumping, 
in connection with an incident 
that occurred April 6.

• Bond was set at $2,000 
cash for Paul J. Wirhanow-
icz, 39, Suring, after he was 
charged with false imprison-
ment, victim intimidation 
and misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly 
occurred Nov. 8. Conley ad-
journed his initial appearance 
until Dec. 12.

• Bond was set at $2,000 
cash for John M. Sundberg, 
69, Suring, after he was 
charged with child abuse 
intentionally causing harm, in 
connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Nov. 
9. Conley adjourned his initial 
appearance until Dec. 12.

• Bond was set $1,500 
cash for Tiffany R. Polzin, 
41, Peshtigo, after she was 
charged with felony bail jump-
ing and a misdemeanor count 
of retail theft, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Oct. 30. Conley ad-
journed her initial appearance 
until Dec. 12.

Proceedings of Nov. 8
• Benjamin W. Buch, 23, 

Tigerton, was placed on three 
years, six months of probation 
after Judge James Morrison 
imposed and stayed a prison 
sentence for exposing himself 
to a child, in connection with 
an incident that occurred Jan. 
1, 2020. Conditions of proba-
tion include 90 days in jail.

• An April 1-3 jury trial 
was scheduled for Cody John 
Krueger, 37, an Oconto man 
currently serving time at 
Green Bay Correctional Insti-
tution, on charges of attempt-
ed first-degree intentional 
homicide, armed robbery and 
first-degree recklessly endan-
gering safety, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly 
occurred in Oconto on Sept. 3, 
2021. Krueger is also awaiting 
trial on two counts of second-
degree recklessly endangering 
safety, fleeing an officer and 
misdemeanor driving while 
his license was revoked, in 

connection with his arrest a 
week later on Sept. 10, 2021. 
Judge scheduled a final pre-
trial conference for March 18.

Proceedings of Nov. 7
• Tiffany A. Peshek, 33, 

Oconto, pleaded not guilty to 
child neglect with a conse-
quence of bodily harm, in con-
nection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Feb. 25. 
Judge scheduled a pre-trial 
conference for Jan. 16.

• Kevin James Landree, 43, 
Marinette, pleaded not guilty 
by reason of mental defect to 
charges of taking and driving 
a vehicle without the owner’s 
consent and misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, in connection with an in-
cident that allegedly occurred 
April 9. Judge scheduled a 
pre-trial conference for Jan. 
16.

• Richard Frank Rau, 65, 
Lakewood, pleaded not guilty 
to two counts of battery or 
threat to a law officer, first-
degree recklessly endanger-
ing safety, two misdemeanor 
counts of disorderly conduct, 
two counts of bail jump-
ing and criminal damage to 
property, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly 
occurred May 25, and two 
counts of felony bail jumping, 
two counts of misdemeanor 
bail jumping and misde-
meanor possession of THC, in 
connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred June 
15. Judge scheduled a pre-trial 
conference for Jan. 16.

• Dillon Steven Renard, 
39, Green Bay, pleaded not 
guilty to burglary, theft, taking 
a vehicle without consent, 
criminal damage to property, 
possession of burglarious 
tools, and misdemeanor 
counts of criminal damage 
to property, criminal tres-
pass, receiving or concealing 
stolen property, possession of 
cocaine, possession of THC, 
resisting or obstructing an 
officer and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection 
with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred June 16. Judge 
scheduled a pre-trial confer-
ence for Dec. 12.

• Adam J. Julius, 24, Ocon-
to Falls, pleaded not guilty to 
misappropriating ID informa-
tion to avoid a penalty, along 
with misdemeanor counts of 
resisting or obstructing an 
officer, possession of THC, 
possession of amphetamine, 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred July 
8. Judge scheduled a pre-trial 
conference for Dec. 11.

• A $5,000 signature bond 
was set for James C. Boucher, 
41, Oconto, after he was 
charged with child neglect 
(consequence is bodily harm), 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Oct. 
3. Conley adjourned his initial 
appearance until Dec. 12.
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2e70d4e9
11/08/24, 11/15/24, 11/22/24

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT
COURT OCONTO COUNTY

Nationstar Mortgage LLC
Plaintiff, Case No. 2024CV000001
v.
Warden E. Lindstrom, et al.
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a judgment of foreclosure
made in the above-entitled action on April
26, 2024 in the amount of $94,314.55, I
will sell at public auction, located in the
lobby, in front of the Treasurer's Office, in
the Oconto County Courthouse, 301
Washington Street, Oconto, WI 54153, on

December 3, 2024 
At 10:00 AM, all of the following

described premises, to wit:

A PART OF THE NORTHEAST ONE-
QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST ONE-
QUARTER (NE 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4) OF
SECTION 18, TOWNSHIP 28 NORTH,
RANGE 22 EAST, IN THE CITY
OF OCONTO, OCONTO COUNTY,
WISCONSIN, AND MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT A
POINT IN THE WEST LINE OF THE
ABOVE DESCRIBED FORTY ACRE 
TRACT AT A POINT 168.4 FEET
NORTH OF THE SW CORNER OF SAID
TRACT, AND RUNNING THENCE
SOUTH 87.7 FEET; THENCE
EASTERLY PARALLEL WITH THE
SOUTH LINE OF SAID FORTY ACRE
TRACT TO THE WEST LINE OF
BITTERS AVENUE;
THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG
THE WEST LINE OF BITTERS AVENUE,
TO A POINT WHERE A LINE DRAWN
FROM THE PLACE OF BEGINNING OF
THIS SAID DESCRIPTION AND
PARALLEL WITH SOUTH LINE OF THE
AFORESAID FORTY ACRE TRACT
WOULD INTERSECT THE WEST LINE 
OF BITTERS AVENUE; THENCE
WESTERLY PARALLEL WITH THE
SOUTH LINE OF SAID FORTY ACRE
TRACT TO PLACE OF BEGINNING.
SOMETIMES KNOWN AS PART 8 OF
THE CITY OF OCONTO ASSESSOR'S
RECORDS AND MAPS OF SAID NE 1/4
OF THE NE 1/4. SUBJECT TO AND
EXCEPTING ANY PARTS THEREOF
THAT ARE PRESENTLY CONVEYED,
USED, LAID OUT, OR DEDICATED,
FOR ROADWAY PURPOSES,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO,
THAT PART DESCRIBED IN VOLUME
325 RECORDS PAGE 410.

Street Address: 1908 Superior Avenue,
Oconto, WI 54153
Tax Key No. 265-30180231448

THE PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD AS IS
AND SUBJECT TO ANY AND ALL

REAL ESTATE
TAXES, SUPERIOR LIENS OR OTHER

LEGAL ENCUMBRANCES.

TERMS OF SALE: CASH, CASHIER'S
CHECK or CERTIFIED FUNDS, payable
to the Clerk of the Courts (10% down
payment at sale, balance due within ten
(10) days of Court approval; down
payment to be forfeited if payment not
received timely). Buyer must comply with
minimum bidder qualifications as set forth
in
Wis. Stat. § 846.155. Buyer to pay
applicable Wisconsin Real Estate
Transfer Tax in addition to the purchase
price.

Todd Skarban
Sheriff of Oconto County, Wisconsin

Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
(414) 775-7700
50-24-00027
NOTE: This law firm is a debt
collector.

WNAXLP

b28f9e55
11/22/24, 11/29/24

CITY OF OCONTO FALLS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given, that The City of
Oconto Falls Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on December 03,
2024 at 5:00 PM in the Municipal
Building, 500 N Chestnut Ave, Oconto
Falls, Wisconsin. The purpose of this
hearing is for the consideration of:
Oconto Falls Municipal Utility Annexation
Petition Doc# 768590 0.406 Acres Part of
Parcel# 40-30300010322 Driveway for
Utility Substation 
All residents of the City of Oconto Falls
are encouraged to attend. The meeting
room is handicapped accessible. Persons
needing additional accommodations
should contact City Hall at (920) 846-
4505. 

ab91df61
11/22/24

CITY OF OCONTO FALLS NOTICE -
RESOLUTION 24-015 APPROVAL
The following resolution has been passed
by the Common Council for the City of
Oconto Falls at a meeting held on
November 12, 2024. A full text of said
resolution may be obtained from the
Oconto Falls clerk’s office located at 500
N. Chestnut, Oconto Falls, WI 54154.
Phone: 920-846-4505.RESOLUTION NO.
24-015 2025 UTILITY COMMISSION
BUDGET RESOLUTION
Posted by City Deputy Clerk Jenny
Friedman    

dd698da0
11/22/24

CITY OF OCONTO FALLS NOTICE - RESOLUTION 24-014 APPROVAL
The following resolution has been passed by the Common Council  for the City of Oconto
Falls at a meeting held on November 12, 2024. A full text of said resolution may be
obtained from the Oconto Falls clerk’s office located at 500 N. Chestnut, Oconto Falls, WI
54154. Phone: 920-846-4505.
RESOLUTION NO. 24-014  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF $2,020,000 
GENERAL OBLIGATION PROMISSORY NOTES, SERIES
2024A 
Posted by City Deputy Clerk Jenny Friedman    

OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Abrams Spotlight Pro-
ductions Inc., a volunteer-
led community theater 
organization, seeks dona-
tions for its online virtual 
auction.

The ASPI Spotlight 

Auction begins at noon 
Dec. 11 and ends at 8 p.m. 
Dec. 15. 

Anyone interested 
in donating prizes, auc-
tion baskets, money or 
Jift certifi cates can call 

920-826-5852 or email 
theater.aspi@gmail.com. 
Donations are due Nov. 
29, and pick-up service is 
available.

ASPI is a community 
theater operated solely by 

volunteers, and the fund-
raiser’s proceeds will go to 
the Light the Way capital 
campaign. 

ASPI is raising $25,000 
to upgrade the theater’s 
lighting system.

Abrams theater seeks items 
for online virtual auction
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ZIGGER
Zigger  - Meet Zigger. He is a 2 year old Hound looking 
for a home. He would be perfect for a hound lover and 
someone who enjoys the outdoors. If you are interested 
in meeting Zigger, contact the shelter to set up a meet 
and greet.

KITTENS
Kittens - There is no shortage of kittens available at 
Oconto Area Humane Society. If you are interested in 
welcoming a new member to the family, reach out to set 
up a meet and greet.

SHRIMPY
Shrimpy  -  Meet Shrimpy. He is a 3 year old cat who will be 
a great addition to his future home. He loves a good lounge 
spot and chin scratches. He is well behaved and keeps his 
space clean. Contact the shelter to meet him!

To place your ad here 
call 920-848-3427
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With the gun deer 
hunting season set to run 
Nov. 23 through Dec. 1, 
the Department of Natu-
ral Resources and local 
volunteer organizations 
have again established the 
Adopt-a-Dumpster pro-
gram to provide a safe and 
healthy way to dispose of 
deer carcass waste.

Wisconsin prides itself 
on the quality of its deer 
herd and the availability 
of hunting opportunities; 
however, with a success-
ful harvest comes the 
generation of deer carcass 
waste. Unfortunately, 
much of this waste is 
discarded in the fi elds, 
woods and waterways 
that support the herd, 
raising the risk of trans-
mitting chronic wasting 
disease (CWD).

Chronic wasting dis-
ease is a fatal, infectious 
nervous system disease 
of deer, moose, elk and 
reindeer/caribou. The 
Wisconsin DNR began 
monitoring the state’s wild 
white-tailed deer popula-

tion for CWD in 1999. The 
fi rst positives were found 
in 2002.

The main goal of the 
Adopt-a-Dumpster pro-
gram is to provide hunters 
an option for appropriate 
deer carcass waste dis-
posal, especially in areas 
where carcass disposal 
options are very limited or 
unavailable. Individuals or 
organizations can volun-
teer to sponsor a Dumpster 
during the deer season at a 
mutually agreed upon loca-
tion with the DNR.

The DNR maintains a 
list of licensed or ap-
proved facilities willing to 
accept deer carcasses at 
dnr.wi.gov/ topic/ hunt/ 
landfi llmap.html.

Dumpster locations in 
Oconto County include:

• DNR Ranger Station, 
300 Hank Marks Drive, 
Oconto Falls.

• Junction Shell, 12470 
State Highway 32, Suring.

• Suring Village Hall, 
604 Main St., Suring.

• Gillett Town Hall, 
10908 Gillett Town Hall 

Road, Gillett.
• Morgan Recycling 

Center, 3276 County Road 
C, Oconto Falls.

• Oconto Sportsmen 
Club, 605 Wedgwood Ave., 
Oconto.

• G3 Up North Conve-
nience, N4111 County Road 
S, Pound.

Hunters anywhere in 
Wisconsin can also submit 
a sample from their deer 
for CWD testing. Test-
ing through the DNR is 
free for deer harvested in 
Wisconsin.

Oconto County sam-
pling sites include:

• Gillett Shell Station, 
6255 State Highway 32, 
Gillett.

• DNR Ranger Station, 
300 Hank Marks Drive, 
Oconto Falls.

• Junction Shell, 12470 
State Highway 32, Suring.

• Abrams BP, 2531 E. 
Frontage Road, Abrams.

• Meatski’s Quality 
Meats, W11124 State High-
way 64, Pound.

• Hillcrest Meats, 3180 
Volk Lane, Oconto.

Dumpster program 
helps control CWD 
among deer herd

Testing sites also available

Help Wanted

OCONTO 
COUNTYTIMES HERALD

NEW Media is looking for a reporter to work out of our Oconto 
Falls offi  ce. Most of the work would involve covering municipal, 
county board, school and community stories, as well as features 
on some of the people and groups that call Oconto County home.

We seek talented journalists who can seize someone’s attention 
by being a talented wordsmith and photographer in a fast-paced 

news environment where digital comes fi rst. While the offi  ce 
is a base of operations, we want someone who’ll be out in the 

community gathering the news. 

All are welcome to apply, including recent or pending college 
graduates. Preference is for the candidate to live in Oconto 

County or be willing to relocate there to be nearby when news 
takes places. Photography and copy editing skills are a must. 

Send a resume, cover letter, and four to six samples of your 
work to Editor Kevin Passon at kpasson@newmedia-wi.com. Put 

“Reporter — Oconto Falls” in the subject header.



PAGE 24  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2024



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2024  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 25



PAGE 26  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2024



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2024  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 27

I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com
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BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

Another chapter was 
added in the legendary 
Green Bay Packers and 
Chicago Bears rivalry this 
past Sunday.

With three seconds 
left in the game, the Bears 
were set up to kick a game-
winninJ field Joal. $s the 
kick went up, Packers 
defensive lineman Karl 
Brooks got his hand up to 
block the attempt giving 
Green Bay a 20-19 victory 
in Chicago.

“I just got penetration 
– I just wanted it more 
and I got a hand up,” said 
Brooks.

7he field Joal attempt 
was set up after Green Bay 
took a one-point lead on a 
Jordan Love 1-yard touch-
down rush with 2:59 left in 
the game. On the ensuing 
possession, Chicago quar-
terback Caleb Williams 
was sacked twice on the 
first two pla\s, settinJ up a 
third-and-19.

On third down, Wil-
liams rolled to his right 
and fired a dart to wide 
receiver Rome Odunze 
to bring up fourth-and-3. 
Williams then connected 
with Odunze again to pick 
up the first down. )rom 
there, Chicago milked the 
clocN, eventuall\ findinJ 
itself with a second-and-8 
to set up the game-winning 
attempt.

/ove finished the Jame 
completing 13-of-17 passes 
for 261 yards, one touch-

down and one interception.
Christian Watson 

was the main benefac-
tor through the air, as he 
compiled 150 yards on four 
receptions. The 150-yard 
game for Watson is his 
highest yardage total as a 
pro.

Josh Jacobs added 58 
yards on four receptions, 
while Jayden Reed record-
ed 23 yards and a touch-
down on two receptions.

As for the ground game, 
Jacobs was the leader for 
Green Bay, as the Alabama 
alum totaled 76 yards and 
touchdown on 18 carries. 
Love added another 18 
yards and a touchdown on 
four carries.

On Chicago’s side of the 
ball, Williams completed 
23-of-31 passes for 231 
yards and no touchdowns.

Odunze led the Bears 
in receiving, as he caught 
six passes for 65 yards. DJ 
Moore and Keenan Allen 

added 62 yards on seven 
catches and 41 yards on 
four catches, respectfully.

D’Andre Swift found 
success on the ground in 
this one, as he totaled 71 
yards on 14 carries, scoring 
a touchdown. Roschon 
Johnson added the second 
touchdown on the ground 
for the Bears, while Wil-
liams used his legs nine 
times to pick up 70 rushing 
yards.

In a hard fought divi-
sional matchup, Green 
Bay’s best drive of the 
game came immediately 
after the opening kick-
oå. -acoEs picNed up �� 
yards on the ground on 
four rushes, while Romeo 
Doubs hauled in a 17-yard 
reception. After Emmanuel 
Wilson broke free for a 13-
yard rush, Love connected 
with Reed for a 15-yard 
touchdown.

Brooks blocks Bears game-winning 
field goal attempt to give Pack victory

DIFFERENT KEY, BUT SAME HAPPY TUNE

Christian Watson set a career high with 150 yards on just four catches, in-
cluding a 60-yarder that set up Jordan Love’s touchdown run, and the Pack-
ers (7-3) avoided falling further behind Detroit and Minnesota in the NFC 
North.   GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Leading up to Sunday6s game against Chicago, the Packers’ special teams coordinator Rich Bisaccia saw a potential gap in the Bears’ field goal protection on film and relayed that to Karl Brooks and the rest of Green 
Bay’s blocking unit. With the game on the line, Brooks charged, raised his left hand and got his middle finger on Cairo Santos’ attempt at a game-winning 46-yard field goal to preserve a 20-19 Packers victory as time 
expired. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, it was the second time the Packers blocked a field goal on the final play of a game. The other was nearly 85 years ago during a 7-6 win over the Cleveland Rams on Nov. 
26, 1939. Brooks also blocked a field goal against Minnesota last year.                           GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Jordan Love ran for a go-ahead score in the closing minutes, and Green Bay hung on to beat Chicago 20-19 on Sun-
day. It helped make up for a play earlier in the quarter, when Love scrambled on a fourth down play, headed toward 
the end zone but was pulled down shy of the goal line as the Packers turned the ball over on downs.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS BEARS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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By JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express

   The Green Bay Pack-
ers’ second half of the 
season is oå and runninJ.

7heir Jame aJainst &hi-
caJo on 6unda\ was their 
first of three in a span of 
�� da\s.

7he middle Jame of 
that stretch is aJainst what 
feels liNe a perennial thorn 
in their side.

7he 6an )rancisco 
��ers will Ee cominJ to 
/amEeau )ield. ,tÒs their 
first trip to /amEeau since 
what turned out to Ee 
$aron 5odJersÒ last pla\-
oå Jame as a 3acNer.

7he ��ers won ����� 
that niJht.

They ended the Pack-
ersÒ season last \ear with 
a ����� win over -ordan 
/ove and compan\.

This year, the roles 
are sliJhtl\ reversed. 
7he ��ers have Eeen 
ravaJed E\ inMuries Eut 
have reEounded liNe the 
stronJ team that the\ usu-
all\ have Eeen under .\le 
6hanahan.

7he\Òve lost %randon 
$i\uN for the season Eut 
will have &hristian 0c&af-
fer\ EacN, after an ominous 
inMur\ c\cle that plaJued 
him earl\ in the season.

The Packers need 
more wins aJainst 1)& 
opponents, as this Jame 
could help decide another 
tieEreaNinJ scenario in 
a competitive 1)&. 7he 
3acNers do not have man\ 
of those advantaJes at this 
point with losses to 3hila-
delphia, 0innesota and 
Detroit already on their 
resume.

Here are the keys to 
finall\ JettinJ the monNe\ 
oå their EacN, and EeatinJ 
their arch nemesis.

Christian McCaffery
5unninJ EacNs do not 

matter is the sa\inJ that 
Joes around social media. 
$pparentl\ &hristian 
0c&aåer\ did not Jet 
the memo. 7he ��ers win 
more than ��� of the time 
when 0c&aåer\ has Eeen 
active since the\ traded 
for him.

7he\ are around .��� 
when he does not pla\.

0c&aåer\ is as dual 
threat as it comes in the 
1)/. +eÒs productive in 
the EacNfield as a runner 
Eut also danJerous as a 
receiver. +e cauJht si[ 

passes in his first Jame 
EacN in the lineup. +eÒs 
still findinJ his wa\ in the 
run Jame, Eut heÒs some-
one the 3acNers have seen 
plent\ of.

0c&aåer\ scored twice 
the last time these two 
teams met in -anuar\. +eÒs 
one of the Eest pla\ers in 
all of footEall.

2n a star�studded team 
liNe the ��ers, 0c&aåer\ 
is the star that shines the 
EriJhtest. .eepinJ him 
under control needs to Ee 
priorit\ numEer one for 
-eå +aée\ and his defen-
sive staå.

Special Teams
7he last time these two 

teams met at /amEeau 
)ield, the 3acNersÒ special 
teamsÒ unit was histori-
call\ Ead.

,t was a trend that was 
noticeaEle all season lonJ. 
,t reared its uJl\ head at 
the worst possiEle time, 
as a ElocNed punt that was 
returned for a touchdown 
was a EiJ reason 6an 

)rancisco was aEle to pull 
oå the upset on that cold 
-anuar\ niJht.

7his time around, the 
roles are reversed. 7he 
��ers special teams unit is 
horrendous, ranNed ��st in 
the 1)/ E\ )71 )antas\Òs 
'92$ stat.

7heir NicNer, -aNe 
0ood\, has struJJled 
miJhtil\ since EeinJ 

drafted out of 0ichiJan.
7heir coveraJe units 

have struJJled, and their 
return Jame is not particu-
larl\ e[plosive unless the\ 
put 'eeEo 6amuel EacN as 
a returner.

7his could Ee a EiJ 
weeN for .eisean 1i[on as 
the temperatures are sup-
posed to drop, potentiall\ 
leadinJ to more oppor-

tunities for the two�time 
first�team $ll�3ro return 
man.

,tÒs rare that the 3acN-
ers have an advantaJe 
in the third phase of the 
Jame, Eut this weeN the\ 
should. $ few EiJ pla\s in 
this phase could swinJ the 
Jame in *reen %a\Òs favor.

Packers tackles vs. 
Nick Bosa

Bosa is one of the 
premier rushers in all of 
footEall. ,tÒs rare that a 
pla\er Tualifies as a Jame�
wrecNer, Eut %osa certain-
l\ is one.

He’s one of, if not the 
Eest pla\er in footEall at 
his position.

3uttinJ pressure on 
-ordan /ove, or an\ Tuar-
terEacN, can maNe them 
prone to more mistaNes.

/ove has Eeen prone 
to those this season, and 
could Ee more aåected if 
%osa has his wa\.

+e lines up on Eoth 
sides of the line of scrim-
maJe, which will pit him 
aJainst Eoth of *reen 
%a\Òs tacNles.

7he\Òll need to protect 
/ove. ,f the\ can, there is 
room in this secondar\ for 
*reen %a\Òs talented pass 
catchinJ Jroup to roam.

,f the\ donÒt, this Jame 
could looN liNe a re�run 
of so man\ matchups Ee-
tween these two teams in 
the past five \ears.

Big names could mean big trouble for Packers

Josh Jacobs (8) celebrates with Jordan Love (10) as Tucker Kraft (85) looks on during the Packers 20-19 victory over the Chicago Bears on Nov. 17. It was the 11th straight win for the Packers in the 
longtime rivalry.             GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

KEYS TO THE GAME

The Packers’ defense generated back-to-back sacks of Caleb Williams on the Bears’ last drive of the game. Facing 
third-and-19, Williams regrouped and hit fellow rookie Rome Odunze with passes on back-to-back plays to put the 
ball in Packers territory.    GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS AT GREEN BAY PACKERS
TIME AND DATE: 3:25 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 24
LOCATION: Lambeau Field
TV: Fox
RADIO: Flagship WRNW-FM Milwau-
kee — 97.3; Packers Radio Network 
includes WIXX-FM Green Bay — 101.1, 
WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3, WLST-FM 
Marinette — 95.1, and WSAU Wausau 
— 550 AM and 95.1 FM
2024 RECORDS: Packers, 7-3, 49ers 
5-45
HISTORY: The 49ers and Packers 
have been a tale of two eras.
In the 1990s, and early 2000s, Brett 
Favre and the Packers dominated the 

49ers, beating them in three separate 
playoff games.
Since the days of Jim Harbaugh stalk-
ing the sidelines for San Francisco, 
the 49ers have owned the Packers, 
especially in the playoffs.
They bludgeoned Aaron Rodgers four 
times and continued their dominance 
in last year’s 24-21 victory in the 
Divisional Round.
Overall the Packers lead the series 
38-34-1.
The last time the two teams met at 
Lambeau Field was the Divisional 
Round in January 2022, where the 
49ers won on the strength of a 

blocked punt that was returned for a 
touchdown.
The last time the two teams played at 
Lambeau Field in the regular season 
was a Monday night classic in October 
2018.
Aaron Rodgers led a late drive that 
culminated in a short Mason Crosby 
field goal to give the Packers a 33-30 
victory.
COACHES: Packers – Matt LaFleur 
fifth season, 63-30. 49ers – Kyle 
Shanahan, eighth season 69-55.

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Friday, Sept. 6 at Philadelphia, L 29-34

Sunday, Sept. 15 vs. Indianapolis Noon 
W 16-10
Sunday, Sept. 22 at Tennessee Noon 
W 30-14
Sunday, Sept. 29 vs. Minnesota Noon 
L 29-31
Sunday, Oct. 6 at LA Rams 3:25 p.m. 
W 24-19
Sunday, Oct. 13 vs. Arizona Noon W 
34-13
Sunday, Oct. 20 vs. Houston W 24-22
Sunday, Oct. 27 at Jacksonville W 
30-27
Sunday, Nov. 3 vs. Detroit 3:25 p.m. 
L 14-24
Week 10 BYE

Sunday, Nov. 17 at Chicago Noon W 
20-19
Sunday, Nov. 24 vs. San Francisco 3:25 
p.m. FOX
Thursday, Nov. 28 vs. Miami 7:20 p.m. 
NBC
Thursday, Dec. 5 at Detroit 7:15 p.m. 
Amazon Prime
Sunday, Dec. 15 at Seattle 7:20 p.m. 
NBC
Monday, Dec. 23 vs. New Orleans 7:15 
p.m. ESPN
Sunday, Dec. 29, at Minnesota Noon 
FOX
Week 18 vs. Chicago TBD

NFL SCHEDULE

Thursday, Nov. 21
Pittsburgh at Cleveland, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 24
Tennessee at Houston, Noon
Minnesota at Chicago, Noon
Dallas at Washington, Noon
New England at Miami, Noon
Kansas City at Carolina, Noon
Tampa Bay at NY Giants, Noon
Detroit at Indianapolis, Noon
Denver at Las Vegas, 3:05 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 3:25 p.m.
San Francisco at Green Bay, 3:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at LA Rams, 7:20 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 25
Baltimore at LA Chargers, 7:15 p.m.



  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2024  •  GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 3

THIS ONE GOES TO 11
Packers extend winning streak over longtime rival Chicago

Green Bay Packers quarterback Jordan Love rushed four times for 18 yards, including one touchdown, against the Chicago Bears on Nov. 17. In the passing game, Love completed 13-of-17 for 261 yards and a touchdown. The 
Packers won 20-19 when Karl Brooks blocked a Chicago field goal attempt as time expired. Green Bay leads the longtime series 108-95-6, including victories in the last 11 games. The Bears have won only three times since 
Jan. 2, 2011.                  GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

WEEK 11 / OFFENSE

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 20 VS BEARS 19
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A STEP AHEAD OF THEIR OLDEST RIVAL
Jacobs gets 100-plus yards rushing, receiving against Bears

Josh Jacobs battles for extra yardage after catching one of his four passes against the Bears on Sunday. He picked up 58 receiving yards on the day. On the ground, he ran up the middle for a 7-yard touchdown in the third 
quarter for his 50th career rushing touchdown. The TD tied the game at 13-13 and capped off a six-play, 65-yard drive. Brandon McManus’ extra point kick gave the Packers at 14-13 lead.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

WEEK 11 / OFFENSE

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 20 VS BEARS 19
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While Green Bay came 
away with the victory, the 
team struggled again when 
it came to the red zone. 
The most notable occur-
rence came in the second 
quarter after Green Bay 
dove down to the Bears 15-
yard line. On the ensuing 
play, Love dropped back 
and threw a pass intended 
for tight end Tucker Kraft. 
The ball sailed over Kraft’s 
head and was intercepted 
by Chicago defensive back 
Terell Smith.

In total, Green Bay 
came away with points on 
three of its five red ]one 
trips. While 60% isn’t 
horrible, Jacobs knows the 
oåense is capaEle of so 
much more.

“We just have to 
execute, you know,” said 
Jacobs, on Green Bay scor-
ing just 20 points in the 
game. “When we get in the 
red zone, you know, we 
have to execute. We have 
to make plays when it is 
time, and it is really just 
as simple as that. We were 
moving the ball, we didn’t 

really feel like we had a 
problem with that … we 
just have to be better when 
it is time.”

The Packers have 
now won each of the 
past 11 games against its 
NFC North rival. More 
important though, the 
win pushes the Packers 
to a 7-3 record. With the 
Washington Commanders 
losing to the Philadelphia 
Eagles, the Packers jumped 
up to the sixth seed in 
the 1)& pla\oå picture. 
At four games over .500, 
Green Bay now has an 85% 
chance to make the play-
oås accordinJ to the 1ew 
<orN 7imes 1)/ 3la\oå 
Predictor.

The Packers will look 
to improve those pla\oå 
odds, as it takes on the San 
Francisco 49ers this week.      

The last time the two 
teams met at Lambeau 
Field was the Divisional 
Round in January 2022, 
where the 49ers won on 
the strength of a blocked 
punt that was returned for 
a touchdown.

2     Malik Willis.....................QB
7     Quay Walker....................LB
8     Josh Jacobs......................RB
9     Christian Watson.........WR
10    Jordan Love....................QB
11    Jayden Reed...................WR
13    Dontayvion Wicks.......WR
17    Brandon Mcmanus...........K
18    Malik Heath..................WR
19    Daniel Whelan..................P
20    Javon Bullard....................S
21     Eric Stokes......................CB
22    Robert Rochell...............CB
23    Jaire Alexander..............CB
24    Carrington Valentine...CB
25    Keisean Nixon................CB
26    Corey Ballentine............CB
27    Kitan Oladapo...................S
29    Xavier McKinney..............S
30    Chris Brooks...................RB
31    Emanuel Wilson.............RB
32    MarShawn Lloyd...........RB
33    Evan Williams...................S
39    Zayne Anderson...............S
42    Matt Orzech...................LS
45    Eric Wilson.....................LB
50    Zach Tom.......................OL
52    Rashan Gary...................DL
53    Arron Mosby..................DL
55    Kingsley Enagbare........DL
56    Edgerrin Cooper.............LB
57    Brenton Cox Jr................DL
58    Isaiah McDuffie.............LB
59    Ty’Ron Hopper................LB
62    Jacob Monk.................C/G
63    Rasheed Walker...............T
71    Josh Myers...................C/G
73    Andre Dillard....................T
74    Elgton Jenkins.............G/T
75    Sean Rhyan.......................G
76    Kadeem Telfort.................T
79    Travis Glover.....................T
80    Bo Melton.....................WR
85    Tucker Kraft....................TE
86    John FitzPatrick.............TE
87    Romeo Doubs..............WR
89   Ben Sims...........................TE
90    Lukas Van Ness.............DL
93    T.J. Slaton.......................DL
94    Karl Brooks.....................DL
95    Devonte Wyatt..............DL
96    Colby Wooden..............DL
97    Kenny Clark....................DL

GREEN BAY 
PACKERS

0     Renardo Green...............CB
1      Deebo Samuel Jr...........WR
2     Deommodore Lenior.....DB
4     Jake Moody........................K
5     Joshua Dobbs.................QB
6     Malik Mustapha................S
7     Charvarius Ward............CB
9     Brayden Willis.................TE
10    Ronnie Bell....................WR
13    Brock Purdy.....................QB
14    Ricky Pearsall................WR
15    Jauan Jennings..............WR
17    Brandon Allen................QB
18    Chris Conley..................WR
19    Jacob Cowing................WR
22    Isaac Yiadom.................CB
23    Christian McCaffrey.....RB
24    Jordon Mason................RB
27    Ji’Ayir Brown......................S
30    George Odum...................S
31    Isaac Geurendo..............RB
33    Rock Ya-Sin.....................CB
40    Pat O’Donnell...................P
44    Kyle Juszcyk...................FB
45    Demetrius Flannigan-
Fowles.......................................LB
46    Taybor Pepper................LS
48    Tatum Bethune..............LB
50    Khalil Davis....................DL
51    Robert Beal Jr..................DL
53    Dee Winters...................LB
54    Fred Warner....................LB
56    Leonard Floyd................DL
59    De’Vondre Campbell....LB
63    Nick Zakelj.....................OL
64    Jake Brendel..................OL
65    Aaron Banks..................OL
68    Colton McKivitz............OL
69    Evan Anderson..............DL
71    Trent Williams...................T
74    Spencer Burford............OL
76    Jaylon Moore.................OL
77    Dominick Puni...............OL
79    Ben Bartch......................OL
82    Eric Saubert....................TE
85    George Kittle..................TE
88    Jake Tonges....................TE
90    Kevin Givens..................DL
91    Sam Okuayinonu...........DL
92    Jordan Elliott..................DL
93    Kalia Davis.....................DL
94    Yetur Gross-Matos.......DL
97    Nick Bosa........................DL
99    Maliek Collins................DL

SAN 
FRANCISCO 

49ERS

BEARS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jordan Love prepares 
to take a snap against 
the Bears on Sunday. 
In there games against 
the NFC North rivals, 
Love is 3-0. He is 55-
of-76 for 822 yards 
with six touchdowns, 
one interception and a 
passer rating of 128.3. 
So far in 2024, Love is 
160-for-257 for 2,081 
yards, 16 touchdowns, 
11 interceptions and 
a passer rating of 
90.6. His only rushing 
touchdown in 2024 
came Sunday against 
the Bears.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN 
& GOLD EXPRESS
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Above, Josh Jacobs ran for 76 yards on 18 carries and scored a rushing touchdown against the Bears. Below, coach 
Matt LaFleur signals the offense to go for the two-point conversion to put the Packers up by three at the end of 
the game. The failed attempt meant the Packers held a one-point lead with fewer than three minutes on the clock.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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WINNING CULTURE RISING
Running back Josh Jacobs (8) and wide receiver Romeo Doubs (87) jump for joy after the Packers scored a touchdown against their longtime rival, the Chicago Bears, on Sunday. Green Bay leads the series 108-95-6 and now 
prepares for another rival, the San Francisco 49ers. In the 1990s, and early 2000s,  the Packers dominated the 49ers, beating them in three separate playoff games. Since then, the 49ers have owned the Packers, especially 
in the playoffs. Overall the Packers lead the series 38-34-1.                 GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

WEEK 11 / OFFENSE

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 20 VS BEARS 19




