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MISSING THE KIDS
Teachers spelled out “We Miss You” in the windows of the Gillett School District building on West Main Street. The state has ordered schools to remain closed for the rest of the academic year because of coro-
navirus concerns. Area school districts are developing ways to honor the Class of 2020 in an era when in-person graduation ceremonies are not encouraged.  DAVID WILHELMS

Register of deeds Annette Behringer 
announced she won’t be running again, 
while another Assembly candidate 
announces his candidacy and lineup 
begins for Sen. Tom Tiffany’s seat. 
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Fall election ballot 
takes shape for county       

Hospitals back open 
for standard services
Prevea, HSHS and Bellin health 
services have announced that they will 
all be offering non-COVID services 
again as the pandemic shutdown 
appears to be drawing to a conclusion. 
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Ronald Asp has been charged with 
three counts of manufacture and 
delivery of methamphetamine, 
among other charges, in a May 6 
search of his Suring home.
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Warrant results in 
Suring meth charges      

Due to the many disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Oconto County Times Herald is now published on Fridays. In 
it you’ll find updates about the coronavirus and its impact on life 
in northeastern Wisconsin, and more local news. You’ll also find 
regular upates at www.newmedia-wi.com. 
Thank you for your purchase, your subscription and your support.



CO R R E C T I O N S
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Community garden 
plots free in Suring

Suring Community Garden is now 
offering free garden plots, tilled and 

ready to plant.
Located in the 400 block of Main 

Street, Suring, the fertile plots are 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

Sign up at local businesses or the 
bulletin board at the garden. Gar-
den plots are offered through the 
generosity of Jim Kohlwey, the land 
owner.

Prevea, HSHS and Bellin 
facilities opening back up

Procedures and 
services suspended by 

pandemic resuming
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

OCONTO FALLS — Hospitals in 
Oconto Falls and Oconto are among 
facilities that announced last week 
they are resuming some non-COVID-
19-related services and procedures 
that were placed on hold beginning 
in March due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Prevea Health, Hospital Sisters 
Health System (HSHS) hospitals, and 
Bellin Health announced they are 
welcoming patients back to health-
care with the resumption of proce-
dures and non-urgent appointments 
that were put on hold due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Affected facilities include the Pre-
vea Oconto Falls Health Center and 
HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital, 
853-855 S. Main St., Oconto Falls, as 
well as Bellin Oconto Hospital and 
Clinic, 820 Arbutus Ave., Oconto.

“We are continuously monitoring 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and with 
carefully-designed infection preven-
tion protocols in place, we are able 
to resume many of our essential 
health care services and provide our 
patients the care they need in the saf-
est way possible,” said Dr. Ashok Rai, 
president and CEO at Prevea Health.

“Early on, we chose to postpone 
all non-urgent appointments to 
prepare for a surge of COVID-19 pa-
tients,” said Bellin Health President 
and CEO Chris Woleske. “Now, with 
better information about the virus 
and the modest number of hospital-
izations in our region, we are able to 
welcome back all of our patients for 

the services they need to improve 
and maintain their health and wellbe-
ing.”

Both healthcare systems are tak-
ing extensive steps to ensure a safe 
return to care. Measures include 
enhanced cleaning protocols, physi-
cal distancing messaging, masking 
policies and segregating suspected 
and confirmed COVID-19 patients 
and hospitals and clinics. When 
appropriate, patients may choose a 
virtual visit option instead of seeing 
their provider in person.

Patients who had procedures 
postponed are being contacted to 
reschedule.

“We want to assure all patients 
who come through our doors we 
have taken every step possible to 
ensure their safety, as well as the 
safety of our colleagues and medical 
providers as we resume non-COV-
ID-19 related procedures,” said Andy 
Bagnall, president and CEO of HSHS 

Wisconsin. “All facilities in HSHS 
hospitals across Wisconsin – from 
our emergency rooms to our oper-
ating rooms – are safe and we are 
well-prepared to serve your health 
care needs.”

National statistics show that a 
third of adults have put off care due 
to COVID-19 – and for seniors, the 
figure is closer to half. Bellin Health 
Emergency Department volumes 
are down by about 50%, mirroring 
nationwide trends. Delaying care can 
lead to complications, delayed diag-
noses and even premature death.

“These are critical healthcare 
needs, and we as healthcare provid-
ers worry about the wide-ranging 
implications if they remain unad-
dressed,” said Dr. Cynthia Lasecki, 
a Bellin Health Family Medicine 
provider and the health system’s 
chief medical officer. “We’re here 
and we’re ready to care for all of our 
patients and families.”

HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital in Oconto Falls is among area facilities resuming some services and 
procedures that were placed on hold beginning in March due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Behringer opts not to run for re-election
Another candidate in 89th Assembly District; three running for Tiffany’s seat
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Oconto County Register of 
Deeds Annette Behringer has de-
cided not to run for re-election this 
fall.

Behringer filed a notice of non-
candidacy last 
month indicating 
she will not seek 
a third four-year 
term in office. 
Deputy Register 
of Deeds Lau-
rie Wusterbach 
declared her 
candidacy at the 
same time.

County Clerk 
Kim Pytleski and Treasurer Tanya 
Peterson are running for re-elec-
tion.

Candidates have until 5 p.m. June 
1 to submit completed nomination 
papers for the fall election. Incum-
bents who are not running have un-
til Monday, May 18, to filed a notice 

of non-candidacy.
In other developments related to 

the Nov. 3 election:

Second Democrat in 89th
A second Democratic challenger 

has emerged for state Rep. John 
Nygren, R-Marinette.

Karl Jaeger, a newly elected 
Marinette County Board supervi-
sor from the town of Peshtigo, 
announced his decision to run for 
the 89th Assembly District seat last 
week, calling for “greater account-
ability and heightened focus on 
issues affecting the residents of the 
District. We need our elected lead-
ers to put people first.”

He confirmed his plans while 
meeting with members of the town 
of Peshtigo Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee.

Jaeger is a member of 
the Citizens PFAS Advisory 
Committee, a town of Peshtigo 
group that advocates for clean, 
safe drinking water in Marinette 

County in the 
wake of the 
JCI/Tyco PFAS 
contamination 
crisis.

“I want to 
thank the many 
people who have 
encouraged me 
to throw my hat 
in the ring and 

have offered to help, he said. “I 
think it reflects a pent-up frustra-
tion with the status quo and a sense 
that all the partisanship in Madison 
is really over the top. The Legisla-
ture needs a fresh start.”

Jaeger faces a possible Aug. 11 
primary with Ken Holdorf, of Mari-
nette, for the Democratic nomina-
tion against Nygren, who is expect-
ed to run for another two-year term 
in the Assembly.

The 89th District stretches from 
Green Bay to Marinette County 
including the city of Oconto and 
the towns of Abrams, Little River, 

Little Suamico, Oconto, Pensaukee 
and Stiles.

Three seek Tiffany’s seat
Two Democrats and one Repub-

lican have declared their candi-
dacies for the 12th state Senate 
District post currently held by Sen. 
Tom Tiffany, who relinquished his 
seat to run for Congress in a special 
election Tuesday.

Rep. Mary Czaja-Felzkowski of 
Irma has already filed her com-
pleted nomination papers on the 
Republican side. Still pending 
were Democrats Wendy Klawit-
ter, of Wusaukee, and Ed Vocke, of 
Minocqua.

The district includes the rest of 
Oconto County, except for Ward 
5 in the village of Pulaski, and all 
or part of 10 other counties. Tif-
fany, R-Minocqua, was running for 
the 7th Congressional District post 
vacated by former Rep. Sean Duffy. 
All of Oconto County is in the 8th 
Congressional District.

ANNETTE 
BEHRINGER

KARL JAEGER
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County campgrounds partially reopened
ATV trails also opened; most county COVID-19 cases in southeast

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

OCONTO — Oconto County Health 
Officer Debra Konitzer on Monday 
announced the issuance of Health Of-
ficer Order No. 5, which allows Oconto 
County’s public and private camp-
grounds to open non-seasonal camp-
sites for campers with independent 
units only, meaning self-contained 
bathroom facilities.

The order, which is effective at 8 
a.m. Tuesday, contains requirements 
that Konitzer said were intended 
to protect the health and safety of 
campground staff and occupants. It 
will remain in effect as long as the 
state Safer at Home Order is in effect, 
including any extensions of the order 
or as otherwise ordered by Oconto 
County Public Health, she said.

“Oconto County officials have 
been working together to monitor 
the status of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in the state and county,” Konitzer 
said. “After careful consideration, we 
will allow the opening of the camp-
grounds, within the provisions of the 

Safer at Home Order.”
Campground management will 

be responsible for assuring that the 
requirements are met within the camp-
ground and by camping occupants.

Restrictions are as follows:

comply with the Safer at Home Order 
Sections 13.b, 13.d and 13.e as well as 
close swimming pools, beaches, hot 
tubs and exercise facilities.

guests to congregate in common areas 
such as lobbies and also must provide 
enough space for people to practice so-
cial distancing in common areas.

of buildings that encourage social 
gathering, such as toilet, laundry and 
shower facilities.

campsites to members of a single 
household or living unit and prohibit 
all other private gatherings of any 
number of people.

Campsite occupants are required to 
follow the Safer at Home Order. This 
means to maintain social distancing 

of six feet at all times, remain at their 
campsite except for the exceptions al-
lowed in the Safer at Home Order and 
to not gather with of any number of 
people that are not part of their single 
household/living unit.

Kontizer last week ended the sus-
pension of ATV/UTV use on county 
roads that are part of the Oconto 
County Trail System.

The county trail system was fully 
opened effective at 8 a.m. Friday, May 
8, as the slow reopening of the com-
munity continues as shelter-in-place 
orders are relaxed.

“The public needs to continue the 
implementation of social distancing 
practices such as maintaining 6 feet 
between people, wash hands with soap 
and water or use hand sanitizer, cover 
cough and sneeze and not gather with 
people who are not included in their 
household,” Konitzer said. “These 
practices reduce contact between 
people, which decreases the spread of 
the virus.”

The number of positive tests for 
COVID-19 crept up to 28 in Oconto 

County through Monday, according 
to the state Department of Health 
Services. The county also recorded 627 
negative tests through May 11, and the 
rate of infection was 74.6 per 100,000 
population, less than half the state 
average of 180.3.

A health services map showed that 
all of the Oconto County cases were 
clustered in the U.S. Census tract that 
includes the southern towns of Mor-
gan, Chase and Little Suamico, along 
the border with Brown County where 
a significant outbreak was in progress.

The map demonstrates a range for 
the number of cases in each census 
tract. Areas where there are fewer than 
five cases are not shown.

In addition to social and physical 
distancing, Oconto County Public 
Health encourages riders to take 
the following steps when using the 
county’s trails:

well.

if you become ill.

and sanitizing hands often.

and grocery stores while in the county.
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Stamps, free Priority Mail and 
Priority Mail Express boxes or other 
package supplies can be ordered 
at usps.com and can be purchased 
on the computer. USPS will deliver 
them. At usps.com, using Click-N-
Ship, a mailing label with the appro-
priate postage can be printed from a 
home computer.

Those with no computer can call 
the local post office for a Stamps by 
Mail order form. Leave completed 
form in mailbox, and the postal car-
rier can bring it, usually the next day.

SHAWANO COUNTY: Aniwa 
715-449-2313, Birnamwood 715-449-
3133, Bonduel 715-758-2260, Bowler 
715-793-4256, Caroline 715-754-2450, 
Cecil 715-745-6284, Eland 715-253-
2929, Krakow 715-899-3691, Leopolis 
715-787-4160, Shawano 715-524-3764, 
Tigerton 715-535-2152, Tilleda 715-787-
4297, Wittenberg 715-253-2639

MENOMINEE COUNTY: Keshe-
na 715-799-3202, Neopit 715-756-2400

OCONTO COUNTY: Abrams 
920-826-5251, Gillett 920-855-2812, 
Lakewood 715-276-7667, Lena 
920-829-5940, Little Suamico 920-
826-7432, Mountain 715-276-7301, 
Oconto 920-834-3844, Oconto Falls 
920-846-0439, Suring 920-842-2556, 
Townsend 715-276-6857

Outdoors 
State parks, trails and forests 

All state trails are open at this 
time, with 34 state parks that had 
been closed in the southern portion 
of the state now reopened. An annual 
park sticker and/or trail pass will be 
required for  state parks and trails.

State parks and forests will be 
open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily, a 
change from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Properties will be closed to the 
public every Wednesday for mainte-
nance and upkeep.

Hunting and fishing will be al-
lowed on all open properties in ac-
cordance with legal season structure 
and hours. Access to some areas may 

be limited to walk-in or water access 
only.

For more information, visit 
https://dnr.wi.gov/news/releases/
article/?id=5109.
Boat launches 

DNR boat launches are open at 
open state properties.

All anglers and recreational boat-
ers should practice social distancing 
and keep travel to a minimum.

If individuals can lawfully access 
Wisconsin’s rivers and lakes, they 
are free to navigate upon them while 
engaging in outdoor recreation.
Other trails 

All linear/rail trails are open to 
the public, which includes ATV 
trails.

An annual state trail pass is 
required for anyone age 16 or older 
biking, cross-country skiing, horse-
back riding or in-line skating on 
certain trails. A state trail pass is not 
required for walking or hiking. The 
annual trail passes are valid through 
Dec. 31 of the year they are issued.
Restrooms and buildings 

Restrooms at all state proper-
ties will be closed. This includes the 
closure of restrooms on properties 
currently open to the public.

All other facilities will remain 
closed, including towers, shelters, 
playgrounds, nature centers, head-
quarters, contact stations and con-
cession buildings.

Attractions where social distanc-
ing cannot be achieved will be closed 
as needed at various properties.
Hunting and fishing 

Wisconsin’s waters are open. You 
can fish if you have a license. Normal 
season regulations apply.

All current regulations apply for 
hunting, trapping and fishing seasons.
Camping and other events 

Camping, group camps and shel-
ters on state lands will remain closed 
until May 26. Refunds will be issued 
to all customers.

Volunteer activities remain sus-
pended at DNR properties.

All events and special event per-
mits are canceled until May 26.

Housing 
SAM25 

Although the SAM’s House emer-
gency shelter is closed, services con-
tinue to be available. Shawano Area 
Matthew 25 offers alternative emer-
gency shelter and resources to help 
clients connect with state and federal 
programs. It also offers programs to 
enhance life skills to prevent future 
homelessness. For information, call 
715-851-7252 or go to www.sam25.org.

Groceries — senior citizen hours 
Charlie’s County Market, 521 S. 

Main St., Shawano. Senior citizen 
hours, 7-8 a.m. Mondays, Wednes-
days, Thursdays.

Aldi, 1253 E. Green Bay St., Shawa-
no. Open Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
8:30-9:30 a.m., for senior citizens, 
expectant mothers and those with 
underlying health concerns. Home 
delivery available; $35 minimum or-
der, delivery charge and service fee 
starts at $6.33; tips accepted. Order 
online at https://shop.aldi.us/store/
aldi/storefront

Save A Lot, W2818 Warrington 

Road, Keshena. Senior citizen hours, 
7:30-9:30 a.m. Tuesdays through 
Sundays. Curbside pickup available, 
715-994-1115.

Witt’s Piggly Wiggly, 409 E. 
Highland Ave., Oconto Falls. Open 
8-9 a.m. daily for senior citizens and 
those with underlying health con-
cerns. Online ordering with curbside 
pickup 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, additional 
details on their Facebook page.

Libraries 
Shawano County Library system 
Phone: 715-526-3829, Shawano; 

715-449-3120, Birnamwood; 715-758-
2267, Bonduel; 715-489-3333, Mattoon; 
715-535-2194, Tigerton; 715-253-2936, 
Wittenberg

Email: sha@shawanolibrary.org, 
Shawano; bir@shawanolibrary.org, 
Birnamwood; bon@shawanolibrary.
org, Bonduel; mat@shawanolibrary.
org, Mattoon; tig@shawanolibrary.org, 
Tigerton; wit@shawanolibrary.org, 
Wittenberg

Website: https://www.shawanoli-
brary.org

Oconto County libraries
Gillett Public Library: 920-855-6224, 

www.gillettpubliclibrary.com
Lakes Country Public Library, Lake-

wood: 715-276-9020, www.lakescoun-
trylibrary.org

Lena Public Library: 920-829-5335, 
www.lenalibrary.org

Oconto (Farnsworth Public Li-
brary): 920-834-7730, www.ocontoli-
brary.org

Oconto Falls Community Library: 
920-846-2673, www.ocontofallslibrary.
org

Suring Area Public Library: 920-
842-4451, www.suringpubliclibrary.org

Masks 
Wisconsin Face Mask Warriors: 

To participate in this multi-county 
project, text a message to Liz Benecke, 
715-851-0882. Please use text messag-
ing only; do not call. 

Marsh marigolds brighten up the lowlands in the 
Shawano area, even during cold, damp weather.

Swamp sunshine
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Suring man arrested on 
methamphetamine charges

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

OCONTO — A Suring man was 
scheduled to make his first appear-
ance on drug-related charges in 
Oconto County Circuit Court on 
Tuesday afternoon after police ex-
ecuted a search warrant at his home 
in the town of Spruce.

Two separate criminal complaints 
were filed Monday against Ronald 
J. Asp, 60, charging him with three 
counts of manufacture and delivery 
of methamphetamine, maintaining 
a drug trafficking place, possession 
with intent to deliver amphetamine, 
possession with intent to deliver 
THC and five counts of bail jumping, 
in connection with three separate 
incidents in February as well as the 

May 6 search warrant.
A news release from Sheriff Todd 

Skarban said deputies located and 
seized quantities of methamphet-
amine and THC, scales, drug packag-
ing material and money from Asp’s 
home.

In addition to the charges against 
Asp, charges were also pending 
against a 50-year-old Suring woman, 
Skarban said.

Asp was free on bail awaiting a 
June 16 preliminary hearing from a 
Feb. 2 incident in which he is charged 
with bail jumping and misdemeanor 
charges of resisting an officer and 
disorderly conduct. He pleaded not 
guilty in Shawano County on April 20 
to a possession of methamphetamine 
charge dating to last August.

Music by the River still 
on schedule for summer

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

OCONTO FALLS — This summer’s 
Music by the River events are still 
on the schedule, Oconto Falls Area 
Chamber of Commerce President 
Gail Yatso said last week.

“Because of the rapid changing 
policies, we are waiting to see how 
this next month goes,” Yatso said in 
an email message to members.

The chamber has extended the 

deadline for sponsorship to June 1. If 
the events are canceled, the organi-
zation will refund donations if the 
sponsors choose.

The monthly Summer Sunset 
Concert Series offers area bands 
performing at East Side Beach, with 
food and refreshments available for 
purchase. The schedule calls for The 
Cougars to kick off the summer on 
June 26, followed by Cat 5 on July 24 
and The Presidents on Aug. 28.

The Cougars perform at the inaugural Music by the River event in Oconto Falls in 2016. The 2020 series 
is still on the schedule for now. 
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GREEN BAY — Saving lives, one 
mask at a time.

That’s how Liz Benecke describes 
the operation of the Wisconsin Face 
Mask Warriors — Zone 4.

Benecke, a nurse, lives in the 
town of Wescott and works in Green 
Bay. Recently, when she is not work-
ing a nursing shift, Benecke has been 
spending her time at a little strip 
mall on Green Bay’s Velp Avenue, 
coordinating the distribution of 
thousands of medical-grade masks to 
stop the spread of COVID-19.

Under her direction, the Zone 4 
operation has sent out more than 
258,148 free homemade masks to 
individuals and businesses in an 
11-county area — at least, that was 
the number as of Tuesday. The 
operation is a community effort that 
combines the purposeful drive of a 
military campaign, the coordination 
of a perfect NFL play, the logistics 
of Amazon at Christmas and the 
dedication of hundreds of people 
wanting to help others.

There are mask-makers in 11 
counties, 33 drivers, 1,000 volunteers 
sewing, countless donations, dozens 
of take-out tacos and delivery piz-
zas, 16-hour days and 4:30 a.m. start 
times.

The project started when some 
of Benecke’s friends, who are also 
nurses, asked for help in getting 
personal protective equipment, or 
PPE, for work. Benecke got in touch 
with the Face Mask Warriors, a 
nationwide group that makes and 
distributes free cotton masks to sup-
port “the most vulnerable and least 
supported essential workers” from 
COVID-19, according to the group’s 
Facebook page.

Benecke did a shout out of her 
own on Facebook, and the local proj-
ect rapidly exploded.

As the COVID-19 virus began to 
spread, she thought that distributing 
masks would be one way to continue 
to help her fellow health care work-
ers. On March 19, she started making 
phone calls to every hospital, clinic 
and nursing home she could find in 
the phone book in northeast Wis-
consin. She made 500 calls and by 
March 22, she had orders for over 
100,000 masks.

In the beginning, she said, some 
facilities didn’t need them or they 

had none at all. As the name implies, 
the group went into “battle mode” 
after news surfaced of a increase in 
positive tests at a local meat packing 
plant.

Though technically in another 
zone, the Menominee Tribal Clinic 
was one of the early recipients of 
the masks, receiving over 600 masks, 
plus ear savers and face shields.

Dr. Amy Slagle, incident com-
mander for the clinic’s COVID-19 
response team, said they’ve dis-

tributed the masks to all their staff 
members to use at work or at home. 
The masks were also given to dia-
betic patients and the elders at the 
Community Based Residential Facil-
ity. “We are now handing out masks 
to patients as they come or leave the 
facility for home use,” Slagle said.

“We cannot say enough to 
everyone who have donated to the 
clinic for the safety of the patients, 
community and staff,” Slagle added. 
“We are grateful that we have one 
more safety net in place to keep our 
frontline workers and patients safe 
when they enter our doors.”

Benecke added that the Menomi-
nee clinic helped her network with 
other tribes in the area, including 

the Stockbridge-Munsee near Bowl-
er and the Oneida Health Center 
near Green Bay.

The masks are medical grade, 
with three pleats of fabric in the 
front and a nosepiece to keep the 
mask rigid and in place on the face. 
For many facilities, Benecke said, 
this design is the only option they 
need, and they are happy to get 
them. “The national stockpile is 
empty,” she said.

Every item for the project has 
been donated or purchased with do-
nated money, she said, including the 
cotton fabric, thread and sheet metal 
for making the nose pieces. The 
Green Bay Packers gave a $10,000 
grant, and other groups have also 
made sizable donations, she said.

The sheet metal was especially 
welcome, as her group “bought out 
all the floral wire and jewelry wire” 
in the area, Benecke said. Their 
biggest ongoing need is fabric and 
elastic.

Benecke credited the donors, her 
family and the core group at the 
Velp Avenue headquarters for mak-
ing the operation work. The space 
is a combination work space and 
staging area.

The homemade masks are sorted, 
bagged and sent from the unused 
office space in Green Bay, which 
is closed to visitors to keep it as 
germ-free as possible. A team of five 
takes orders and gets them ready to 
send. Volunteers get supplies and 
place their completed masks in bins 
outside the building.

Masks are given away to anyone 
who asks, including individuals. One 
request came from a woman 45 miles 
away, whose husband was newly 
diagnosed with cancer and about to 
receive chemotherapy, which can 
reduce resistance to disease.

“We put them in a bag and sent 
them out,” Benecke said.

The biggest request came on 
April 21, for 25,118 masks.

“We were busy that day,” she 
said.“It’s a nerve-wracked feat of 
desperation.”

At one facility, she said, after 
making the delivery, 74 nurses lined 
up to thank her. They had been 
required to find masks on their own 
but were unable to do so, she said.

“All I could do is hand them a 
mask and pray,” Benecke said.

Town of Wescott warrior rallies volunteers
More than a quarter-million medical-grade masks distributed in Northeast Wisconsin

By CAROL RYCZEK

Jim Deacon counts and sorts completed masks into bins prior to distribution. The masks have been re-
quested by individuals and businesses throughout northeast Wisconsin.  

FYI
Anyone interested in ordering masks or making 

a donation is asked to text (not call) coordinator Liz 
Benecke at 715-851-0882. Current needs are posted 
on her Liz Benecke Facebook page.

cryczek@newmedia-wi.com
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KESHENA — A tiny congregation 
in Neopit, a 95-year-old volunteer 
in Winneconne and the Menominee 
Tribal Clinic have formed a connec-
tion to a group of anonymous Chris-
tian donors in China.

The connection is through face 
masks, handmade covers to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. The connec-
tion has led to over 200 homemade 
masks coming from a group of seam-
stresses in Winneconne and over 100 
masks — including hard-to-find N95 
masks — from a church in China.

The route to the masks starts in 
Zoar.

The Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
in Zoar is one of the oldest in the 
denomination, dating back over 70 
years, according to church member 
Eric Johnson. The organization also 
has a church in Morgan Siding and 
one in Oshkosh, where Johnson is a 
member. The Zoar church needed 
someone to fill in as pastor “to come in 
and preach,” and they reached out to 
Johnson.

It was at Zoar that Johnson met 
Chris Caldwell, who is the interim 
president of the College of Menominee 
Nation.

Johnson’s wife, Barb, was coordi-
nating a sewing project at the Henri-
etta Apartments in Winneconne, the 
home of Millie Mathison, age 95 and 
mother of Shawano resident Matty 
Mathison. Seven people were sew-
ing for the Menominee Tribal Clinic. 
When Eric Johnson learned of the 
possible donation of masks from a 
Christian church in China, he con-
tacted Caldwell — a fellow church 

member and leader in the Menominee 
community — to help coordinate the 
donation in Keshena.

Eric Johnson worked with “Frank,” 
a church member in China, who does 
not use his real name because of the 
threat of persecution by the Chinese 
government, Johnson said. The group 
was sending up to 5,000 masks to the 
United States. They did not make the 
masks but instead raised the money to 
purchase and send them.

The cost of shipping was donated 
by a “generous person in China,” 
Johnson said. “Even the poorest people 
are generously donating the shipping 
dollars, and somebody provided the 
masks.”

Each mask was individually pack-
aged in sterile packaging, he said. Even 
so, because of the spread of the disease 
in China, he quarantined the masks for 
three days after receiving them.

“I’m a cautious man,” he said.
Johnson contacted Caldwell to ac-

cept the donation, which will help pro-

tect patients and staff at the Menomi-
nee Tribal Clinic.

He said he did find it ironic that the 
donation comes from China, which has 
been named as a possible initial source 
of the COVID-19 virus.

“It is ironic that we are getting 
masks. Couldn’t they use them there? 
Yes, they could,” Johnson said. “The 
Chinese people who did this want 
complete anonymity — to be recog-
nized only by what they did,” he said.

From Zoar to Winneconne to Kes-
hena, the project has shown him how 
connected people are, Johnson said.

“Somebody I don’t know in China 
reached out and said, ‘I have masks,’” 
he said. He recounted the Biblical 
story of the Good Samaritan, who 
stops to help someone in need, even 
when others did not.

“I like that story, and I like the in-
struction that we should help others,” 
he said.

cryczek@newmedia-wi.com

Masks from China sent to tribal clinic
Connection made 

through Presbyterian 
Church in Zoar

By CAROL RYCZEK

SHAWANO — If there ever was a 
time for comfort food, this is it.

The Waukechon Wildcats 4-H 
club decided that they could provide 
comfort to the community by way of 
grilled cheese sandwiches. With the 
help of local business and individual 
donors, the club packaged 50 trays 
of Kwik Trip bread, 400 pounds of 
Mum’s Best cheese and 14 cases of 
Grassland butter to supply 500 house-
holds with grilled cheese sandwiches.

The items were packed in promo-
tional plastic bags and given away to 
the public, first on Friday at the Sha-
wano Community Middle School and 
again Monday, in coordination with 
the Shawano School District lunch 
program distribution at the Franklin 
Park. The bags were given both to 
student families and to anyone who 
wished to claim one.

Any bags that went unclaimed were 
donated to Safe Haven, said Nancy 
Ainsworth, one of the club’s leaders.

Ainsworth said the project was a 

way to support dairy farm families, 
feed community members and help 
4-H members learn some cooking 
skills.

The bags included recipes for 

traditional as well as new versions of 
the grilled cheese sandwich, including 
apple, onion and cheddar and jalapeño 
popper grilled cheese. Videos of the 
club members making the sandwiches 

are posted on the club’s Facebook 
page.

Recipients of the bags were 
surprised and grateful, said Joanne 
Edwards, another Wildcats leader.

Waukechon Wildcats deliver dairy favorite
4-H club shares grilled 

cheese sandwiches
By CAROL RYCZEK

Waukechon Wildcats 4-H leader Joanne Edwards, second from left, hands all the ingredients for a grilled cheese sandwich to a couple in a car at Franklin 
Park in Shawano on Monday. The 4-H club coordinated donations, packaged bags with butter, cheese and bread and distributed 500 bags to promote dairy 
farmers and help the community. Helping at the park were, from left, volunteer Christine Hoffman; Sue O’Connor, who was helping distribute food for the 
Shawano School District; and volunteer Chad Hoffman. 



PAGE 22  www.newmedia-wi.com  FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2020

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of NEW Media’s  
Shawano Leader, Wittenberg Enterprise & Birnamwood News and Oconto 

County Times Herald. Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com



FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2020  PAGE 23

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’S  D E PA RT M E N T
May 10

May 9

May 8

May 7

May 6

May 5

May 4

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT
Proceedings of May 11

Proceedings of May 7
Proceedings of May 6

Proceedings of May 5



PAGE 24  www.newmedia-wi.com   FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2020

S P O RT S
AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  M I KAY L A  M A H AS

Lena senior missing track co-op camaraderie
LENA — After making it to section-

als as part of relay teams in her first 
three years of high school, Lena’s Mi-
kayla Mahas was hoping to help a relay 
team take the next step and qualify for 
state in her senior season. Instead, the 
Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas Academy 
co-op — like the the rest of the state 
— won’t ever step on the track after 
the COVID-19 pandemic canceled the 
season.

Mahas, who competed individually 
in the high jump and 200 dash, was a 
part of both the co-op’s sectional-qual-
ifying relay teams (4x100 and 4x200) 
in 2019. Both relays placed third at the 
Division 3 Oconto Regional to qualify 
for sectionals.

Q: When did your interest in 
track and field begin?

A: Around sixth grade. I knew that 
my mom (Katy Telford) did it, and she 
said it was really fun so I wanted to try 
it, and that’s when we were able to try 
it for the first time.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the season?

A: I like the relays and being able to 
participate and get to run. It gives me a 
lot of energy and it’s just super fun be-
ing able to hang out with your friends.

Q: What kind of things did you 
learn from track and field over the 
years?

A: It’s taught me how to work as 
a team and that when one person’s 
down, everyone else is going to get 
brought down, so everyone needs to 
work equally and everyone needs to 
try to work together.

And that friendship really does mat-
ter because on the team you all have to 
be friends, be there for each other and 
support each other as much as you can.

Q: What is it like to compete on a 
co-op team?

A: It’s a lot of fun because you’re 
getting multiple school’s perspectives. 

So you can talk about your day with 
each other and you all have completely 
different days because they are at a 
completely different school.

And then you’re making friends 
with people from a school just as tiny 
as yours and then everyone under-
stands. It’s a lot of fun being on a co-op 
team.

Q: Talk about your emotions 
when the season was officially 
canceled.

A: I was really upset because I was 
really looking forward (to the sea-
son). I’ve been training on my own all 
offseason and I was so ready for it to 
come and try and get as far as I could 
this year.

Q: Did you find it more disap-
pointing knowing that this was 
your senior year?

A: Yeah, because track was my fa-
vorite sport, so it was really upsetting 
to me knowing that I’m never going to 
be able to compete in track again.

Q: Talk about what the past sev-
eral weeks have been like for you 
personally?

A: I’ve been doing a lot of home-
work. I’ve been trying to keep myself 
busy by working out a lot and going 
for a lot of runs.

I got a puppy (Henry) over quar-
antine, so I’ve been taking care of him 
and taking him on runs with me.

Q: What’s your favorite memory 
of competing on the co-op track 
and field team?

A: A few of my favorite memories 
are that I got M&O all-conference 
champ last year in one of my relays 
(4x100). I got to go to sectionals all 
three years in high school that I was 
able to participate and that was really 
fun, as was regionals.

Q: Favorite TV show and musi-
cal artist?

A: TV show — “Friends.” Musical 
artist — I don’t have a favorite music 
artist, I really just like country music 
and pop.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
to do when you are not in school or 
competing in sports?

A: I like to hang out with my friends 
and family and go on adventures and 
go explore places in Wisconsin. I like 
to exercise and go for runs around the 
woods, and be around animals.

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Mikayla Mahas
SPORT: Track and field
EVENTS: 4x100 and 4x200 relays, high jump, 200
SCHOOL: Lena High School
YEAR: Senior

Lena’s Mikayla Mahas played a big role in the success of the Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas Academy relay 
teams over the course of her high school career. 
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CO L L E G E  N OT E S
UW-Green Bay

Carly Flunker, Sobieski, was 
recently initiated into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the na-
tion’s oldest and most selective all-
discipline collegiate honor society. 
Flunker was initiated at University of 
Wisconsin-Green Bay.

Flunker is among 30,000 students, 

faculty, professional staff and alumni to 
be initiated each year. 

Northland College
Nadia May, Oconto, a sopho-

more at Northland College, has been 
named to the dean’s list for outstand-
ing academic performance during the 
winter 2019-2020 term.
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• 1 year price protection
• all 5 levels of quality w/ ez payments
• no gimmicks, no free packer stuff

• just fair pricing..25% less than the big boys
• consultative sales approach, 
 no high pressure

WANTED
30 homes in need of

 Replacement Windows!

Dale | GREEN BAY | Junction City

 

15% off
replacement windows

& installation
with this coupon

HURRY! Offer Expires in 7 days!

*ON APPROVED CREDIT. For qualified customers only. Some restrictions apply. See ESES Associate for details. Offers may not be combined.**Healthcare professionals must present proof of employment 
(employee ID badge, current professional organization membership card or license, etc) to receive Extra 3% Off. 3% Off offer does not include pellets.

*ON APPROVED CREDIT. For qualified customers only. Some restrictions apply. See ESES Associate for details. Offers may not be combined. **Healthcare professionals must present proof of 
employment (employee ID badge, current professional organization membership card or license, etc) to receive Extra 3% Off. 3% Off offer does not include pellets.

 
WANTED

Dale | GREEN BAY | Junction City

40 homes in need of a “steal of a deal”

ESES

Earth Sense has implemented additional sanitation measures to ensure a Safe and Healthy Environment for our customers and employees.
We now offer Curbside Pellet & Parts assistance. Call ahead and we’ll have your Part, or Pellet pickup sheet ready curbside for you.

I (Uncle Jed) want to take a moment and again Thank You for choosing ESES during these unusual times.
Your business is Greatly Appreciated by my family, and the families of our 48 employees.

Thank you for your tireless dedication. Extra 3% Off for Healthcare Workers!** 

920.779.6647
WINDOWHEADs.COM

Folks…Buy Your Windows 
From Earth Sense, 

It Simply “Makes Sense” 

920.779.6647 PELLETHEAD.COM

Pellet
Wood

Gas
Stoves

*

25%-42% off a demo or 
display stove


