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Former 
Lakewood 
fire chief 

in custody

Santa Claus lights up Oconto Falls

With Mrs. Claus looking on, Santa Claus poses for a picture with Hattie and Calvin Coopman during the Nov. 30 Avenue of Lights celebration at East Side Beach in Oconto Falls. 
See story and more photos on Page 2. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

‘Village of Lights’ underway in Lena

Thomson charged 
with embezzling 

thousands intended 
for department use

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

7he former /akewood fire chief who 
resigned in 0ay after being susSended 
by the town board has been charged with 
embe]]ling close to �������� from the 
nonSrofit organi]ation that holds dona-
tions and fundraising Sroceeds for the fire 
deSartment�

&hristoSher (� 7homson� ��� of /ake-
wood� has been charged with �� counts of 
the unauthori]ed use of /akewood )ire 
'eSartment $ssociationÒs identifying 
information or documents� �� counts of 
uttering a forgery� one count of theft in a 
business setting and one count of fraud 
against a financial institution�

7he theft in a business setting charge 
carries a Sotential Senalty of �� years in 
Srison and a ������� fine if convicted� 
(ach of the other �� counts carries a ma[i-
mum of si[ years and ��������

'uring a 1ov� �� hearing in 2conto 
&ounty &ircuit &ourt� -udge -ay &onley 
set bail at ������� cash and adMourned 
7homsonÒs initial aSSearance until �� a�m� 
'ec� ���

$ccording to the criminal comSlaint� 
7homson was named treasurer of the 
/akewood )ire 'eSartment $ssociation 
�/)'$� in -anuary ����� 7he association 
is a seSarate entity from the deSartment 
itself� 7homson became fire chief in ���� 
uSon the retirement of the former chief�

7he /akewood 7own %oard Slaced 
7homson on unSaid administrative leave 
on 0ay ��� and he resigned as chief short-
ly thereafter� the comSlaint said� %ecause 
/)'$ bylaws dictate that only deSart-
ment members may serve on the associa-
tion board� 7homson became ineligible to 
serve as treasurer but did not steS down 
until SeSt� ��

7homson Srovided Ôa litany of e[-
cusesÕ for not returning the associationÒs 
checkbook and other financial records� 
according to the comSlaint� 7he /)'$Òs 

CHIEF, CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

7he Ô9illage of /ightsÕ SreSaration is 
underway in /ena� 7his traditional holi-
day kickoff is scheduled for 'ec� ��

Start the evening by stoSSing at the 
/ena 9illage +all� then travel to lo-
cal businesses that will be sSonsoring 
sSecials� Sroviding treats and inviting 
everyone to Moin in on a game of Ô%li]]ard 
%ingo�Õ 

9isit all the SarticiSating businesses to 
get your card signed and earn a chance to 
win a gift card�

7he /ena 3ublic /ibrary will be wait-
ing and ready for you to write a letter 
to Santa� and &hristmas movies will be 
shown� 

$t ���� S�m�� the third annual 5eindeer 
'ash �. 5un will start with Sre�registra-
tion at /ena +igh School� 7he run is sSon-

sored by the /ena +igh School baseball 
Srogram�

7he village &hristmas tree lighting cer-
emony will take Slace at � S�m� at 9illage 
+all� as the 5eindeer 'ash runners begin 
their race�

$t � S�m�� Santa arrives at the /ena 9il-
lage +all by fire truck so the reindeer can 
rest uS for &hristmas� 

'onÒt forget the horse drawn wagon 
rides� sSonsored by SaSuto� to see all the 
light disSlays in /ena from ��� S�m�

&hristmas trees� wreath� Soinsettia 
sales� cookie decorating and much more 
will helS to make this event e[tra sSecial� 
/inda +inds� Sromotions committee chair� 
is heading the event�

)or information� call the village hall at 
�������������

Can you find Lena’s Elf on the Shelf?
7he (lf on the Shelf is ready to begin 

his holiday Mourney to the local businesses 
in /ena�

)ollow the Ô(lfÕ around the village start-
ing 'ec� � Ð the kickoff of the 9illage of 
/ights� )ind (lf daily as he travels around 
the village to a different location each day� 
5ecord all businesses correctly on the 
oæcial contest sheet� return the sheet to 
the village hall with your name and Shone 
number for a chance to win a Sri]e�

7he (lf on the Shelf runs 'ec� ����� 
StoS in at the /ena 9illage +all to Sick 
uS the oæcial contest sheet� &omSleted 
sheets must be returned to the village 
hall by � a�m� 'ec� ��� with a drawing for 
Sri]es to follow�
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Winter Wonderland opens for season

Lights shimmer in the Oconto River from the Winter Wonderland display at Holtwood Campground in Oconto on Nov. 29, the night the popular display 
opened for the season. The route through the park has been adjusted this year because of ash tree removal in progress, but the display remains open 5-11 
p.m. daily through Jan. 12.

Wreaths line the fence on Brazeau Avenue overlooking the Oconto River 
for the annual Deck the Fence memorial project. It is run by the Oconto 
Woman’s Club. PHOTOS BY WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Avenue of Lights heralds Christmastime
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

Windy, cold weather 
made the crowd a little 
smaller than in past years, 
but the atmosphere was 
still festive Nov. 30 as 
the Oconto Falls Lioness 
Club’s annual Avenue of 
Lights was turned on for 
the first time�

A group of nine Oconto 
Falls High School choir 
students, led by their 
teacher Abbygaile Jadin, 
bundled against the cold 
in the East Side Beach 
shelter and led more than 
50 people through a series 
of Christmas carols as Li-
oness members served up 
cookies and hot chocolate.

Highlights included 
“Jingle Bells,” a rendition 
of “Joy to the World” with 
several students sharing 
the words in American 
Sign Language, and, of 
course, “Santa Claus is 
Coming to Town” as an 
Oconto Falls Fire Depart-
ment engine made its way 
down North Main Street 

bringing the jolly old elf 
and Mrs. Claus.

The Clauses took their 
appointed seats in the 
shelter and greeted a line 
of kids who came to have 
their pictures taken and 
share their hopes and 
dreams for the Christmas 
season.

The Avenue of Lights 
has brightened North Main 
Street in Oconto Falls for 
more than a decade. The 
display was scaled down 
somewhat in 2023 after the 
emerald ash borer dev-
astated many of the trees 
along the street, but the 
display has bounced back 
this season.

In addition to brightly 
lighted trees along both 
sides of the street, a col-
lection of standing lights 
covers the green space at 
East Side Beach, including 
animated displays of Santa 
and his reindeer and a 
hungry penguin leaping for 
a fresh fish�

The display will be 
lighted nightly through the 
holiday season.

Buck is among the crowd of people patiently awaiting Santa’s arrival in 
Oconto Falls on Nov. 30, accompanied by his humans, Jacob Peterson and 
Alli Raddatz. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

The lights display at East Side Beach is among many signs of the season every year in Oconto Falls. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Members of the Oconto Falls High School Choir sing Christmas carols at East Side Beach on Nov. 30 for the crowd awaiting the arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus 
and the lighting of the annual Avenue of Lights display. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2024  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 3

70c3dd0e
11/29/24, 12/06/24

 Notice
Town of How

The incumbent Town Chairperson,
Willian Bartz, JR  is not seeking re-
election.

If you are a resident in the Town of How,
Oconto County, and are interested in
running for the office of Town
Chairperson, please contact Becky
Dickson for information on filing
candidacy and campaign papers.

 Becky Dickson 920 842 9851
or townofhow@yahoo.com

WNAXLP

240994e8
12/06/24

Business Property Owners in Commercial District of City of Oconto
Falls  
This notice informs the owner and any interested parties of the
premises that the Ordinance NO. 24-010; an Ordinance Amending
Nuisances’ Chapter 348 was adopted on September 10, 2024 by
Common Council. The city will be holding a Public Informational
meeting on the ordinance changes and enforcement on December 
18, 2024 from 12:00pm until 1:00pm in the Council Chambers at
500 N. Chestnut Oconto Falls WI. 54154.  This ordinance as whole
has taken affect September 20,2024 and is being enforced. The city
will start to enforce the ordinance Section §348-4 Public nuisances
affecting peace and safety Letter L (3) listed below as of January
1,2025. The City of Oconto Falls encourages all owners and any
interested parties to attend. The Ordinance Section §348-4 Public
nuisances affecting peace and safety Letter L (3) states;
“Commercial Buildings in General Commercial District (C-1) Zoning
Ch 480-8 windows on the first Floor shall not be obscured or block
more than 50% of the window by merchandise, signs may cover up
to 25%. Any other non-transparent materials are prohibited from
blocking, or covering the first-floor windows either from interior or
exterior. Violations are subject to forfeiture and requirement to be
removed, subject to ongoing penalty for non-compliance. “A full text
of said Ordinances may be obtained from the Oconto Falls Clerk’s
Office located at   500 N. Chestnut, Oconto Falls, WI  54154. Phone:  
920-846-4505. Thank you, City Administrator Peter Wills,
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current president gave 
Thomson an ultimatum 
Sept. 20 either to return 
the records or risk law en-
forcement involvement.

Once the president had 
the records, “he quickly 
noticed that all the receipts 
were missing from the 
binder and the check se-
Tuence was off �Õ ,n talking 
with the Laona State Bank, 
he was given copies of 11 
checks totaling $6,606.80 
that had been made out to 
and cashed by Thomson 
or his wife, the complaint 
said.

Oconto County Sher-
iff Òs 'eSuty $ndrew 
'ryMa� who conducted 
the initial investigation, 
then received a text from 
7homson saying� Ôwell , 
Must wanted to say goodbye 
my friend , fÐed uS and , 
need to leave. Thanks for 
always standing by me�Õ 
The complaint states that 
'ryMa sSoke with 7homson 
a short time later to get 
assurance he was camping 
with his family and was 
not going to harm himself.

The next morning, 
Sept. 21, Thomson called 
'ryMa and admitted he 
took Ôabout �������Õ from 
/)'$ and used the money 
to pay bills and other ex-
penses. “He went on to say 
that he needed help but 
was too ashamed to ask for 
it�Õ the comSlaint said�

Later that day town 
oæ  cials alerted 'ryMa that 
$47,700.45 appeared to be 

missing from two /)'$ 
certifi cates of deSosit that 
Thomson had controlled, 
and also that between 
$24,000 and $25,000 in 
cash from a recent corn 
roast fundraiser had been 
given to Thomson in 
his role as treasurer but 
apparently never depos-
ited, according to the 
complaint.

$t that Soint� the case 
was assigned to sheriff Òs 
investigator James Plotkin, 
who found, the complaint 
said:

• 12 payments totaling 
��������� from the /)'$ 
account to 7homsonÒs Ser�
sonal cellphone company.

• eight car payments 

from the /)'$ account on 
7homsonÒs Sersonal loan�

• �� /)'$ checks total�
ing $7,752.64 made out to 
Thomson that required 
dual authorization with 
forged endorsement signa-
tures. “Thomson admitted 
to writing himself checks 
in an amount totaling, 
�������� due to fi nancial 
hardship, when confront 
about such by association 
board members�Õ accord�
ing to the complaint.

The association vice 
president reported that 
Thomson apparently 
falsifi ed entries into the 
/)'$Òs annual fi nancial 
reports for 2021 through 
����� ,t was estimated 

from those reports that 
Thomson took about 
$18,875 without consent 
or authorization in 2021, 
$25,557 in 2022, and $39,267 
in 2023.

Thomson had reported 
in the 2023 report that 
the deSartmentÒs maMor 
expenses were new radios 
for $8,650 and turnout gear 
for $13,650, but those in-
voices actually were never 
paid and had to be covered 
by the town board, the 
complaint said.

Thomson was arrested 
Nov. 15 and has been in 
custody at the Oconto 
County Jail since then.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

CHIEF, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Make people’s 
mouths water!

Do you love food?

Of course you do. Silly question.

Do you love to share recipes with neighbors?

If so, maybe you’d like to share them 
with our readers in Shawano, Oconto 

and Menominee counties, as well as tell 
the story behind the food!

Contact City Editor Lee Pulaski at 
lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com if you’d like 
to be NEW Media’s new food columnist!

Legion Auxiliary supports Veterans Memorial

When Abrams American Legion Auxiliary Machickanee Unit 523 held its sixth annual Golf Scramble at Patriot Golf Club, the organization chose to donate 
$7,000 in in proceeds to Oconto County Veterans Memorial (OCVM), to honor and recognize all the veterans in Oconto County. From left, are Clarence 
Davister, Post 523 adjutant; Jillian Wilson, Post 523 dual member; Betty Stevens; Julie Nielsen, Auxiliary chaplain; Bob VanLanen; Pauline Grundman, Post 
523 dual member; Jacqueline Blachuta-Jones; Jen Whiting, Auxiliary treasurer; Alan Caelwaerts, OCVM director holding the symbolic check with Ashley 
Drzewiecki, Auxiliary president; Laura Davister; Danielle Zahn; Lacey Cochart; and Edward Weigelt, OCVM president. OCVM thanked Abrams Auxiliary Unit 
523 and the volunteers who made the donation possible, as well as people of the community who participated. CONTRIBUTED

‘Tis the season to deck the halls
The village of Lena is 

full of Christmas spirit and 
invites its residents to Moin 
in the holiday fun.

'ig out those outdoor 
Christmas decorations and 
get decorating for a chance 
to win in the Village Christ-
mas 2utdoor 'ecorating 
Contest.

There are several 
categories:

• Spirit of Christmas: 
Best overall light display 
that captures the spirit of 
Christmas.

• Griswold: Exces-
sive use of lights and 
decorations.

• 'aytime 9isual� /ooks 

as good during the daytime 
as nighttime.

• Christmas Themed: 
Carries a theme. Examples 
are nativity� 'isney� etc�

• Traditional Christmas: 
The best version of what 
you would see on a Christ-
mas card.

• 1atural &hristmas� $ 

house with a natural glow. 
'ecorate your trees and 
natural aspects of your yard.

Judging will be done 
on the weekend of 'ec� ��� 
Winners will be announced 
'ec� ���

For more informa-
tion, call Linda Hinds at 
920-604-2810.
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Members of the Oconto County Board and administration who served in the military were recognized at the start of the board’s Nov. 21 meeting. From left, are County Administrator Richard Heath and Supervisors David Christianson, 
Richard Pillsbury, Tim Cole, Mike Beyer, Tom Bitters, John Matravers, Robert Wolf and David Behrend. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Public servant veterans saluted
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The text came in and, brightening up, 
I noticed it was from my sister-in-law 
whom I love as a sister. While I usually 
smile or even laugh out loud, this text had 
me knit my brows in consternation.

“Wanna come to a Christmas craft 
party?”

Walking into any craft store has me 
breaking out in hives. It makes me anx-
ious and frozen and overwhelmed, and 
my eyes glaze over. It’s like I develop a 
serious case of brain fog. Do I select the 
curly-ques? Colored glitter or neutral? 
(Is neutral glitter even a thing?) Studs, 
sSikes� buttons� é owers� symbols" , mean� 
the choices are endless. Then when/if I 
do decide, what on earth goes where and 
how?

I’d much rather sit in a quiet house in 
front of my computer with a blank Word 
Doc open.

Reconcile a checkbook.
Clean a calf pen.
Seriously.
So when my sister-in-law invited me, 

my fi rst instinct was a knee�Merk reaction 
to say no, but thank you for thinking of 
me. I always have a place at her table, 
always, and I know that.

Pondering the invite, I began to con-
sider a thought: “In order to have a friend, 
you must be a friend” and say yes to some 
things that I might have a propensity to 
decline. It could be a matter of blessing 
God or it may not matter one way or the 
other to God, but it’s a conviction of the 
heart — not a condemnation, but a gentle 
nudge.

Now I know that my dear sis is also my 
dear friend, so I don’t have to really work 
at this relationship. She’d love me whatev-
er my answer, but I felt deep in my heart, 
to respect this precious woman, I 

should say yes.
Walking into her craft shed, she and 

her daughters had tables fashioned to-
gether, making a large square, so that all 
the guests were facing each other, very 
conducive to conversation (and help). 
The tables were laid with fresh plastic ta-
blecloths to handle any paint or glue drip-
pings. At each place was a rounded-top, 
é at�bottomed slab of raw� Sre�cut Sine 
board Ð the hat� 7his was our SroMect�

There were paint brushes and paint, 
Mod Podge, yarn for brim and tas-
sel, custom-made stickers (thanks to a 
vinyl-cutting machine), and a variety of 
other embellishments which made my 
head spin. There were miscellaneous 
books of cardstock in a variety of holiday 
prints and patterns. A crafter would have 
thought they’d died and went to heaven. I 
Must thought ,Òd died�

I was wide-eyed lost. Turning to a 
niece at my left, we made eye contact and 
started giggling. She and I are the ones 
in our family who didn’t get the creative 
gene. Oh, she’s surely more adept than 
me, but I was relieved I had a sort of com-
rade to commiserate with.

There were instructions from the niece 
in charge (who, like her mama, hap-
pens to be stunningly creative) that left 
me baç  ed� ,t was like she was sSeaking 

Swahili.
We started in. Putting on my big girl 

Sants� , rolled uS my fi gurative sleeves 
and began to make decisions. I actually 
started to have some fun.

Glancing around the room, the thought 
occurred to me that there was a lovely 
diversity of females present. We each 
added our own expertise to the whole of 
creation.

One was a nurse, another a stay-at-
home mom who homeschools her two 
active children� 2ne was an oæ  ce man�
ager, another a counselor, one a farmer, 
another one a social worker, one a teacher 
— almost all were mothers with young 
children, many with more than one.

I am blessed to have the opportu-
nity to write feature stories. The people 
I’ve interviewed have been innovators; 
visionaries who’ve forged ahead by grit 
and strength and a belief that with their 
unique talents and abilities, they are able 
to off er a Sroduct or service that few oth�
ers can.

I’ve had the privilege of interviewing 
a homesteader, a gal who owns a mobile 
food truck� an alSaca farmer� a nonSrofi t 
that fi nds homes for stray cats� a tree 
cutter, a mom with a special-needs child 
who launched a nonSrofi t to establish a 
playground where children of any ability 
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Kay
Reminger

Columnist

Everyone has something unique to off er
FARM LIFE FROM A FARM WIFE

Garden pests can wreak havoc on plants in winter
Depending on the severity of the win-

ter, rodents, such as rabbits and voles, can 
pose problems for certain plants, notably 
woody trees and shrubs.

Hungry rodents, depending on food 
availability, may begin to nibble away at 
the fresh, tender bark of trees and shrubs, 
creating a girdling eff ect that� eventually� 
could kill the plant.

For this reason, many gardeners 
choose to protect trees and shrubs over 
the winter season in a number of diff erent 
ways.

Tree and shrub guards can be pur-
chased at many garden centers and home 

and garden stores. These may be plastic, 
metal, wire or other material. You can 
also make your own by simply coiling 
chicken wire or mesh around the tree 

trunk or base, anything to prevent hungry 
rodents from accessing that thin outer 
layer of bark.

There are sprays and repellents 
available, but these are not trustworthy 
enough to work for the entire winter 
keeping pests away from your precious 
plants. They may require repeated appli-
cation. A physical barrier is a much better 
option.

There are also plant tapes and wraps 
that are available, but, again, these aren’t 
reliable� 7hey Seel off  and� in some cases� 
can even damage the plant.

For larger shrubs, wire barriers are 

best. You can purchase pre-made shrub 
barriers out of mesh or wire, or simply 
unroll the material to create your own. 
For awkward or large shrubs, you may 
wish to drive some stakes into the ground 
fi rst around the Slant� then unroll your 
chicken wire or mesh around that border.

As for how high the barrier should go, 
the general guideline is about 18 inches 
over the highest snow line you can esti-
mate. So, for example, if you have experi-
enced about a foot of snow in your back-
yard, the barrier should reach that height, 

Rob 
Zimmer
Columnist

The finished hats made from pine board sit in a row on a window sill.                          KAY REMINGER

REMINGER, CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

ZIMMER, CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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can play like any little kid 
should be able to play, a 
young woman who owns a 
head spa salon, and a res-
taurateur adding a Puerto 
5ican éair to a 0idwestern 
establishment. All fascinat-
ing people.

These examples, along 
with all those gals at the 
craft party, left me with a 
sweet optimism that this 
world holds so many won-
derful people who care and 

want to bring their own 
beauty and vision to God’s 
good earth, making it a 
better place for all.

To quote Leo Busca-
gila: “Your talent is God’s 
gift to you. What you do 
with it is your gift back to 
God.” Thomas A. Edison 
once said, “If we did all the 
things we are capable of, 
we would literally astound 
ourselves.”

Everyone has some-

thing uniTue to offer� )ind 
your niche.

(“Christ gave these gifts 
to prepare God’s holy peo-
ple for the work of serving, 
to make the body of Christ 
stronger.” Ephesians 4:12)

Kay Reminger was born and raised on 
a dairy farm, and she married her high 
school sweetheart, who happened to 

farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing for 
quite a few years, she remains focused 
on the blessings of living the ups and 
downs of rural life from a farm wife’s 

perspective.

REMINGER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

height, plus an additional 
18 inches, or a 30-inch high 
barrier. This ensures that 
your shrub stems should 
be protected.

Whether you use ready-
made tree guards and bar-
riers or create your own, 
now is the time to get to 
work protecting any trees 
and shrubs, especially 
young ones, from hungry 
rabbits, voles and other 
critters.

Protecting marginally 
hardy plants from winter 
is cold is another garden 
chore best done now in 
late November or early 
December.

0any varieties of 
evergreens or conifers are 
susceptible to winter burn, 
caused by drying winds 
and the harsh winter sun 
reéecting from the snow� 
Normally, this happens 
on south-facing garden 
beds and borders. Simply 
wrapping these conifers 
in burlap or loose canvas 
shielding is usually all that 
is needed to protect these 
plants from the drying ef-
fects of winter burn. Keep-
ing plants well watered 
into late November and 
early December also helps 
control the effects of the 
wind and sun.

Plants such as certain 
hydrangeas, roses, but-
teréy bush and -aSanese 
maples can be protected by 
applying a layer of mulch 
over the base of the plant, 
or a chicken wire cage 
stuffed with fallen leaves� 
The important thing is 

not to do this too early. 
If we apply a thick layer 
of mulch or leaves too 
soon, the plants may bake 
beneath this layer, causing 
more harm than good.

It is usually not neces-
sary to apply mulch layers 
or leaves until mid- to 
late December, whenever 
we see our first sub]ero 
temperatures. The most 
common mistake garden-
ers make is completely 

covering these plants with 
mulch or leaves much too 
early, causing them to 
literally bake if we reach 
temperatures in the 40s 
and 50s in December and 
-anuary� like we did last 
year. Be patient and wait 
for the cold.

Rob Zimmer is a nature and garden 
author, public speaker and radio show 
host on WHBY. Readers can find him 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

RobZimmerOutdoors.

ZIMMER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Some varieties of Japanese maples and other ornamental woody plants that 
are marginally hardy in our area benefit from some extra protection during 
the winter season.                   ROB ZIMMER

FRIDAY, DEC. 6
KESHENA: Native Artist 

Arts and Crafts Sale, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Menominee Historic 
Preservation Culture Mu-
seum, W3428 County Road 
VV West. Beadwork, paint-
ings, baskets, ribbon skirt/
shirts, gourds, paintings and 
carvings.

NAVARINO: Christmas Tree 
Sales at Navarino Nature 
Center, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cut 
your own tree. Trees are 
untrimmed. Cost per tree $20, 
sizes 8 to 20 feet. Location is 
on Wildwood Road, just south 
off Townline Road.

SHAWANO: Nativity Walk, 
4-6 p.m., First Presbyterian 
Church, 100 W. Presbyte-
rian St. Sanctuary will be 
transformed with approxi-
mately 600 Nativity sets from 
throughout the world. Open to 
the public, free-will donations 
accepted.

KESHENA: Menominee 
Holiday Parade and Tree 
Lighting, 5:30 p.m., from 
Menominee Nation Middle/
High School parking lot, N522 
State Highway 47-55, to Vet-
erans Park pavilion, followed 
by tree lighting at park.

SHAWANO: Downtown 
Santa Parade, 6 p.m., Main 
Street from Elizabeth Street 
to Franklin Park, 235 S. 
Washington St. Theme: An 
Old-Fashioned Christmas. 
After the parade, visit Santa in 
The Naberhood at the Santa 
House until 8 p.m.

ABRAMS: “Suessical The 
Musical,” 7 p.m., Nancy 
Byng Community Theater, 
5852 Maple St. Presented by 
Abrams Spotlight Productions 
Inc. Tickets $19 for adults and 
$17 for senior citizens, youths 
and veterans at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.

WITTENBERG: Christmas 
Bake and Craft Sale, 3-8 p.m., 
WOWSPACE, 114 Vinal St. 
Tree lighting 7 p.m. with cook-
ies, hot chocolate and cider 
along with caroling.

SATURDAY, DEC. 7
SHAWANO: Cookie Walk, 

9-11 a.m., Peace United 
Church of Christ, 208 E. Mau-
rer St. Cookies and candies 
$7.50 per pound.

PULASKI: Breakfast with 
Santa, 9-11 a.m., Pulaski 
Middle School, 911 S. St. Au-
gustine St. Pancakes, eggs and 
sausage, pictures with Santa, 
goody bags, live music and 
more. Adults $10, children 12 
and under and seniors $5.

BONDUEL: Craft and Vendor 
Sale, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Doc’s 
Harley-Davidson, W2907 
State Highway 29. Pictures 
with Santa, bake sale.

SHAWANO: Nativity Walk, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., First Pres-
byterian Church, 100 W. 
Presbyterian St. Sanctuary will 
be transformed with approxi-

mately 600 Nativity sets from 
throughout the world. Open to 
the public, free-will donations 
accepted.

WITTENBERG: Christmas 
Bake and Craft Sale, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., WOWSPACE, 114 
Vinal St.

OCONTO: Machickanee 
Players Christmas Artisan 
Craft Fair, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Park Avenue Playhouse, 408 
Park Ave.

GREEN VALLEY: Christmas 
Cookie and Candy Walk, Beth-
el Lutheran Church, N6955 
County Road BB. $8 a pound 
for cookies, $10 for candy.

GILLETT: Santa’s Workshop, 
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, 101 W. Main 
St. Crafts and vendors’ goods, 
bucket raffles.

NAVARINO: Christmas Tree 
Sales at Navarino Nature 
Center, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cut 
your own tree. Trees are 
untrimmed. Cost per tree $20, 
sizes 8 to 20 feet. Location is 
on Wildwood Road, just south 
off Townline Road.

GILLETT: Christmas in the 
Park, 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Zippel Park, 150 McKenzie 
St. Santa visits with children 
in Expo Hall 11:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., kids activities, face 
painting, balloon animals, 
reindeer games. Caroling 4:45 
p.m., lighting of displays and 
fireworks 5 p.m.

BONDUEL: Christmas in 
Bonduel, noon to 5 p.m. Santa 
(sponsored by the Bonduel 
Lions Club) arrives at the 
Lumberyard Bar and Grill at 
noon. Petting zoo and wagon 
rides available. Activities 
around the community with 
tree lighting at 4 p.m. at Vil-
lage Park.

SHAWANO: Merry Mielke 
Trivia Challenge, 1-4 p.m., 
Mielke Arts Center, N5649 N. 
Airport Road. Hosted by Box 
in the Wood Theatre Guild.

SHAWANO: Saturdays with 
Santa, 2-4 p.m., The Nabor-
hood Santa House, 214 S. 
Main St. Milk and cookies 
with Santa and the FFA elves.

LENA: Village of Lights, 5-7 
p.m., Village Hall, 117 E. Main 
St. Reindeer Dash 5K run, 
4:45 p.m. Tree lighting and 
Santa arrival, 5 p.m. Horse-
drawn wagon rides 5-7 p.m.

ABRAMS: “Suessical The 
Musical,” 7 p.m., Nancy 
Byng Community Theater, 
5852 Maple St. Presented by 
Abrams Spotlight Productions 
Inc. Tickets $19 for adults and 
$17 for senior citizens, youths 
and veterans at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.

SUNDAY, DEC. 8
SHAWANO: Nativity Walk, 

10 a.m. to noon, First Pres-
byterian Church, 100 W. 
Presbyterian St. Sanctuary will 
be transformed with approxi-
mately 600 Nativity sets from 
throughout the world. Open to 

the public, free-will donations 
accepted.

ABRAMS: “Suessical The 
Musical,” 1 p.m., Nancy Byng 
Community Theater, 5852 
Maple St. Presented by 
Abrams Spotlight Productions 
Inc. Tickets $19 for adults and 
$17 for senior citizens, youths 
and veterans at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.

PULASKI: The Harmony of 
Christmas, 2 p.m., Assump-
tion BVM Church, 125 E. 
Pulaski St. Soprano Dominika 
Zamara performs accom-
panied by the Pulaski High 
School Concert Choir.

MONDAY, DEC. 9
SHAWANO: Recovery talking 

circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, Room 4, 100 W. 
Presbyterian St. Information: 
Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or 
dallasgast8@gmail.com. 

ABRAMS: Machickanee 
Cross Country Ski Club meet-
ing, 7 p.m., Town Hall, 5877 
Main St.

TUESDAY, DEC. 10
KESHENA: Recovery talking 

circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek 
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak 
Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 11
ABRAMS: Abrams Spot-

light Productions Inc. Silent 
Auction, noon, abramstheater.
com. Ends at 8 p.m. Dec. 15.

NEOPIT: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m. The Circle 
House, W6715 Shawpoka-
sic St. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

WITTENBERG: Festival of 
Trees ticketed grand opening, 
6-9 p.m., WOWSPACE, 114 
Vinal St. Tickets $20 in-
cludes two cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvers, available at Tavern 
Front Wittenberg, Refuel Na-
tion and ticketbud.com.

THURSDAY, DEC. 12
GILLETT: Community 

Market, 5-7 p.m., Gillett Public 
Library, 200-204 E. Main St.

NAVARINO: Santa’s Winter 
Wonderland, 5-7 p.m., Nava-
rino Nature Center, W5646 
Lindsten Road. $10 per family. 
Photos with Santa, lighted 
Christmas trails, children’s 
activities.

OCONTO: American Legion 
Post 74 meeting, 6 p.m., Cop-
pertown Bar and Grill Banquet 
Facility, 818 Main St.

ABRAMS: “Suessical The 
Musical,” 7 p.m., Nancy 
Byng Community Theater, 
5852 Maple St. Presented by 
Abrams Spotlight Productions 
Inc. Tickets $19 for adults and 
$17 for senior citizens, youths 
and veterans at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
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Help Wanted

OCONTO 
COUNTYTIMES HERALD

NEW Media is looking for a reporter to work out of our Oconto 
Falls offi  ce. Most of the work would involve covering municipal, 
county board, school and community stories, as well as features 
on some of the people and groups that call Oconto County home.

We seek talented journalists who can seize someone’s attention 
by being a talented wordsmith and photographer in a fast-paced 

news environment where digital comes fi rst. While the offi  ce 
is a base of operations, we want someone who’ll be out in the 

community gathering the news. 

All are welcome to apply, including recent or pending college 
graduates. Preference is for the candidate to live in Oconto 

County or be willing to relocate there to be nearby when news 
takes places. Photography and copy editing skills are a must. 

Send a resume, cover letter, and four to six samples of your 
work to Editor Kevin Passon at kpasson@newmedia-wi.com. Put 

“Reporter — Oconto Falls” in the subject header.
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Holiday decorating fun but should also be safe
Decorating for the holi-

days is a fun activity many 
people take part in during 
the season. Decking the 
halls can help us connect 
to family traditions, create 
beauty for others to enjoy 
and light up the chilly, 
dark, wintry nights.

While folks string lights 
and hang ornaments this 
year, they should make 
sure to also keep safety 
top of mind. While the ad-

dition of candles, a Christ-
mas tree and decorations 
spread cheer, they can 
also bring some hazards.

“As a dedicated holiday 
decorating enthusiast, I 
always keeS safety first�Õ 
said Dr. Cynthia Fisher, 
ThedaCare family medi-
cine physician. “I encour-
age everyone to do the 
same as they embrace 
the fun and joy of this 
tradition�Õ

Fire risks ramp up dur-
ing the holiday season for 
multiple reasons. These 
can include increased use 
of candles� éammable sea-
sonal decorations, frayed 
cords and unsafe cooking 
practices.

According to the 
National Fire Protection 
Association, nearly one 
in five &hristmas tree 
fires start due to lamSs or 
bulbs, and 8% result from 

use of candles. Fires also 
increase during the season 
due to increased fireSlace 
use and spending more 
time in the kitchen.

Follow these tips to 
keep your home safe from 
fires�

• Inspect holiday lights 
before you put them up. 
Replace light sets with 
broken or cracked sockets, 
frayed or bare wires or 
loose connections.

• 7urn off holiday lights 
before going to bed or 
when you leave the house.

• Don’t use indoor 
lights outdoors and vice 
versa.

• Never nail, tack or 
stress wiring when hang-
ing lights� .eeS Slugs off 
the ground, away from 
puddles and snow.

• Don’t overload exten-
sion cords.

• Keep candles away 
from éammable materials� 
Place candles at least 12 
inches away from any-
thing that burns to ensure 
children or pets cannot 
reach them. Never leave 
candles unattended.

• If using a live tree, 
cut off about two inches of 
the trunk to expose fresh 
wood for better water 

absorption. Water it daily, 
and remove it from your 
home when it’s dry.

• Place your tree at 
least 3 feet away from 
fireSlaces� radiators and 
other heat sources. Ensure 
doorways are not blocked.

• When cooking or bak-
ing, don’t leave the stove 
unattended. Periodically 
check the oven to ensure 
nothing has spilled.

“It’s also important to 
make sure your home has 
working smoking detec-
tors, especially near sleep-
ing areas�Õ )isher said�

The U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commis-
sion reports 160 people are 
injured daily during the 
holiday season, with most 
incidents involving falls.

“Falls can increase 
this time of year for lots 
of reasons�Õ )isher said� 
“In addition to inclem-
ent weather, people may 
work with equipment they 
might not normally use, 
such as ladders�Õ

When using a ladder, 
make sure it has stable 
placement, and wear shoes 
that allow for good trac-
tion. Losing your balance 
on a ladder can cause you 
to jump versus fall. This 

could lead to serious or-
thopedic injuries. If using 
a ladder at a high height, 
consider placing crash 
pads or mats alongside the 
ladder. Ladders should ex-
tend at least 3 feet above 
your roof or the surface 
to which you’re attaching 
lights.

Don’t stand on your 
toes or the top rung of the 
ladder. The second rung 
from the top is as high 
as you should climb on a 
step ladder. If you’re at in-
creased risk for falls, con-
sider skipping climbing 
ladders. Instead, opt for 
other types of decorating.

Don’t stand on tables 
or chairs when decorat-
ing. Clear pathways of trip 
hazards, such as clutter, 
power cords or extra fur-
niture. Fix uneven walk-
ways and steps inside and 
outside the home.

It’s wonderful to 
experience the holidays 
through the eyes of a 
child. As they take in 
the joy, ensure young 
ones stay safe. Risks can 
include trips and falls 
around cords, choking 
hazards with small decora-
tions, cuts from breakable 
objects and burns.
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Holiday toy tips: Consider safety and avoid scams
Shopping for gifts this 

holiday season? There are 
many factors to consider 
when searching for the 
perfect present, espe-
cially when the recipient 
is a child. The Wisconsin 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection (DATCP) 
encourages shoppers to 
keep safety in mind while 
searching for the best holi-
day deals.

When buying for a 
young child either in-
person or online, always 
check for potential 
hazards. Look on the 
packaging or for informa-
tion posted online about 
product warnings and 
age grading. Taking a few 
moments to review labels 
might reveal:

• A suggested minimum 
age or age range for using 
the product.

• Small parts, sharp 
edges, magnets and other 
choking or suffocation 
hazards.

• Flame resistance (es-
pecially important for toys 
with fabrics).

• Safety verification 
from ASTM International, 
including art materials 
with ASTM D4236 labeling 
or toys that meet ASTM 
F963 safety standards.

Don’t rely on labeling 

alone. Examine prod-
ucts before purchasing 
to identify any potential 
unlabeled hazards such as 
projectiles, small batter-
ies and the risk of break-
ing or splintering. Toys 
can sometimes present 
unexpected danger. Even 
if your gift will be given to 
an older child, ask your-
self whether a younger 
child who also lives in the 
household might access it.

Lastly, consider includ-
ing safety gear with your 
gift, like a helmet with a 

bike or scooter.
Every year, many con-

sumers face the common 
struggle of finding the 
year’s most popular toys 
still in stock. If your search 
takes you online, be aware 
that scammers may take 
advantage of your gift-
giving spirit.

Be cautious of un-
familiar websites and 
sellers, and verify familiar 
websites are really the 
platform they appear to 
be – especially if they 
advertise popular prod-

ucts at uncommonly low 
prices. Fake and imposter 
websites use these tactics 
to trick you into “buying” 
an out-of-stock product, 
but chances are you won’t 
receive anything and will 
just send money and your 
payment information to a 
scammer.

Never enter your pay-
ment information before 
confirming a website is 
legitimate, and be skepti-
cal of third-party sellers 
of otherwise out-of-stock 
items.
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Shawano/Bonduel boys hockey opens season 

with wins over Chequamegon, Rhinelander
Nov. 30
Shawano/Bonduel 8, 

Chequamegon/Phillips/
Butternut 2

Seven players found the 
net as Shawano/Bonduel 
scored four goals in each 
of the fi rst two Seriods to 
defeat Chequamegon/Phil-
lips/Butternut 8-2 at the 
Crawford Center.

Gavin Hundt, the only 
player with more than one 
goal, got both of his in the 
fi rst Seriod� +e oSened 
the scoring just 31 seconds 
into the game with an as-
sist from Jeremy Helmuth. 
Chequamegon tied the 
score just 28 seconds later.

Hundt and Helmuth 
then assisted on a goal by 
Blake Swedberg at 8:45 
to put Shawano back in 
the lead, a portion they 
never relinquished again. 
Waylon Snider scored at 
12:10 with help from Wyatt 
Schroeder, and Hundt had 
his second goal at 14:55 
with help from Max Hun-
tington and Swedberg to 
put Shawano up 4-1.

The second period was 
all Shawano.

Huntington scored at 
1:10 with an assist from 
Snider. Kielian Armbuster 
scored at 7:08 with an-
other assist from Helmuth. 
Cameron Schroeder 
scored at 9:31 with a Swed-
berg assist, and Helmuth 
scored at 13:09 with an 
assist from Hundt.

The Eagles picked up 
their second goal in the 
third period.

On the penalty side of 
things, Chequamegon was 
called for fi ve infractions 
and served 10 minutes. 
Shawano had four fouls 
for eight minutes.

Working in the net for 
Shawano/Bonduel was 
Kaiden Thornborrow, who 
had eight saves.

Eau Claire North 13, 
Antigo 0

The Antigo/Witten-
berg-Birnamwood co-op 
boys hockey team ended 
the weekend with a disap-
pointing 13-0 shutout at 
the hands of Eau Claire 
North.

The Huskies connected 
on seven goals in the fi rst 
period and three more 
in each of the next two 
stanzas.

Antigo was called 
for fi ve Senalties for �� 
minutes, while Eau Claire 
North was penalized three 
times for six minutes.

Richie Veriha worked 
the net for the Red Robins 
and had 29 saves.

Nov. 29
Somerset 11, Antigo 1
Antigo opened play at 

Somerset with an 11-1 loss 
to the host Spartans.

Trailing 1-0, Eli Kassler 
tied the score at 7:11 in the 
fi rst Seriod� )rom there� 
the Spartans added two 

more in the fi rst Seriod� 
two in the second and six 
in the third.

Antigo players were 
called for nine penalties 
for 18 minutes, while Som-
erset had three infractions 
for six minutes.

Richie Veriha was busy 
in the net for Antigo, as 
he racked up 47 saves. 
Carson Belisle had eight 
for Somerset.

Nov. 26
Shawano/Bonduel 5, 

Rhinelander 1
It took until the second 

period for Shawano/
Bonduel and Rhinelander 

skaters to shake off  the 
rust and fi nally start to 
connect on their shots 
in the opening game of 
the 2024-25 boys hockey 
season.

Shawano won 5-1 at the 
Crawford Center, with 
each goal coming from a 
diff erent Slayer�

Both teams had eight 
shots in the fi rst Seriod� 
which ended still in a 0-0 
tie.

In the second period, 
Gavin Hundt scored Sha-
wanoÒs fi rst goal of the 
year 59 seconds in with as-
sists from Blake Swedberg 

and Cameron Schroeder. 
Max Huntington scored a 
goal at 9:42 with help from 
Michael Dillenburg to put 
Shawano up 2-0 going into 
the fi nal Seriod�

The Hodags scored at 
5:43 in the third period, af-
ter which Shawano scored 
three times.

Swedberg scored on 
a power play at 8:41 with 
help from Hundt. Jeremy 
Helmuth scored a short-
handed goal at 11:14, and 
Schroeder scored with an 
assist from Hundt at 15:27.

Kaiden Thornborrow 

recorded 22 saves for Sha-
wano, and Rhinelander’s 
Asher Rivord had 21.

Rhinelander was penal-
i]ed fi ve times for �� min�
utes, while Shawano was 
called for four infractions 
for 11 minutes.

Wausau East/Merrill 
United 7, Antigo 1

Antigo’s hockey team, 
with players also from 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood, 
lost their season opener 
7-1 to Wausau East/Mer-
rill United in Antigo.

Trailing 2-0 after the 
fi rst Seriod� $ntigoÒs 

only score came from Eli 
Kassler at 0:51 in the sec-
ond period.

The visitors scored 
three more goals in the 
second period and two 
more in the third to seal 
the win.

Connor Burton made 21 
saves for the Red Robins. 
Richie Veriha had 24 for 
the visiting team.

Antigo was penalized 
three times for six min-
utes, and Wausau East/
Merrill United was called 
for four infractions for 
eight minutes.

Jeremy Helmuth zeroes in on the puck at the Crawford Center on Nov. 26. Helmuth scored a short-handed goal at 11:14 in the third period. He was one of five Shawano/Bonduel players to score in 
the 5-1 win over Rhinelander.                                    GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Celebrating with their coaches and managers after beating Rhinelander are Gavin Hundt (53), Blake Swedberg (12) 
and Cameron Schroeder (15).                             GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Shawano/Bonduel’s Gavin Hundt (53) looks as if he is engulfed by a Rhine-
lander opponent. Hundt led the team with one goal and two assists.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Lena’s girls basketball team 
splits games in Rhinelander

Nov 30
Lena 49, Three Lakes/

Phelps 31
A second-half burst by 

Lena propelled them to a 
49-31 victory over Three 
Lakes/Phelps at the two-
day Tom Kislow Invite in 
Rhinelander.

Madilyn Thomson 
led the Wildcats with 17 
points, followed by Kali 
Fischer with 14 and Eva 
Brooks with 13.

Brooks and Thomson 
each had nine rebounds, 
Thomson led with six as-
sists, and Fischer grabbed 
six steals.

Lena led 16-13 at the 
break and widened their 
lead with a 33-18 second 
half.

Shawano 71, Clinton-
ville 25

Nov. 29
Crandon 46, Lena 42
Eva Brooks dropped 

in 22 points, and Madilyn 
Thomson added 10, but 
Lena came up short in a 
46-42 loss to Crandon at 
the Rhinelander invite.

Crandon opened up a 
22-16 halftime lead, and 
Lena’s two-point advan-
tage (26-24) in the second 
half wasn’t enough as they 

had their only loss of the 
season.

Brooks paced the 
Wildcats with 13 rebounds, 
Hannah Thomson led with 
four assists, and Madilyn 
Thomson and Kali Fischer 
each had a pair of steals.

Nov. 26
Lena 81, Bowler 27
Madilyn Thomson 

scored 22 points as Lena 
improved to 3-0 with an 
81-27 win over Bowler.

Eva Brooks connected 
on another 19 points, while 
Kali Fischer scored 11.

The Wildcats wasted 
little time in jumping all 
over the Panthers, lead-
ing 55-13 at halftime. A 
26-14 second half made it a 
54-point margin of victory.

Brooks pulled down 
nine rebounds, and Madi-
lyn Thomson had eight.

Hannah Thomson led 
/ena with five assists� with 
Abby Kostreva and Maddy 
Kushner each adding four.

Madilyn Thomson 
grabbed six steals. Hannah 
Thomson and Fischer each 
had four.

Mosinee 58, Shawano 
46

Shawano trailed 32-19 at 
the half and couldn’t come 

back enough, as Mosinee 
returned home with a 
58-46 win in the 2024-25 
season opener.

The Hawks outscored 
their guests 27-26 in the 
second half.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 96, Antigo 20

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood coach Nick Mech-
elke said the Chargers 
played a great team game 
against the Red Robins. 
That’s an understatement.

The Chargers were 
just a pair of baskets away 
from triple digits as they 
clobbered Antigo 96-20 in 
non-conference action.

Melaina Granquist, 
one of five :ittenberg�
Birnamwood girls to score 
in double digits, led the 
team with 22 pants. Rory 
Salvesen scored 22, Harp-
er Rogowski added 19, and 
Brianna Krueger and Faith 
Resch each had 11.

Brie Ladika scored 
eight, Kylee Beversdorf 
had four, and Sophia 
Lemieux had one.

The Chargers held a 
commanding 57-10 lead at 
the half and outscored the 
Red Robins 39-10 after the 
break.

Salvesen led Witten-
berg-Birnamwood with 
five assists� .rueger led 
with eight rebounds, and 
Salvesen and Rogowski 
each had eight steals.

Gillett 52, Wausau 
East 12

Marion/Tigerton 38, 
Tri-County 32

Kewaunee 66, Oconto 
Falls 30

Nov. 25
Bonduel 44, Sevasto-

pol 30
Bonduel’s girls basket-

ball team defeated Sevas-
topol 44-30 in a non-con-
ference matchup.

The Bears jumped out 
to a 25-10 halftime lead 
and never looked back. 
Bonduel was led by Au-
drey Weier with 18 points.

Suring 68, Gibraltar 
31

Bunny Cramer scored 
33 points to lead Suring 
over Gibraltar 68-31. Paige 
Pommerich added 12 for 
the Eagles. Suring held a 
commanding 40-12 lead 
at halftime and added 
to its margin of victory 
with a 28-19 second half 
performance.

Menasha 55, Pulaski 
53

Members of the Wittenberg-Birnamwood girls basketball team are, from left, Bri Ladika, Harper Rogowski, Rory Salvesen, Faith Resch, Melaina Granquist, 
Kylee Beversdorf, Ava Brei, Gracie Bushkowski, Sophia Lemieux and Jayda Moenke. Not pictured is Brianna Krueger, who handled announcing duties prior to 
the Chargers’ 96-20 win over Antigo on Nov. 26.        TINA BACON

Ice Bears win 
all 3 games 
in Baldwin

Nov. 30
Bay Area 6, St. Croix 

Valley 1
The Bay Area Ice 

Bears won all three 
games at a tourna-
ment in Baldwin over 
the Thanksgiving Day 
weekend.

The Ice Bears beat the 
St. Croix Valley Fusion 
6-1 for the title.

Scoring for the Ice 
Bears were Emily Bill, 
Faye Brunke, Ava Mc-
Donald (twice), Olympia 
Simons and Briana An-
undsen. The team scored 
twice in each period.

The Ice Bears were 
Senali]ed five times for 
10 minutes, while the 
Fusion were called for 
five infractions for �� 
minutes.

Reese Spieling worked 
the net for the Ice Bears 
and had 10 saves. Anna 
Woolley had 27 for the 
Fusion.

Nov. 29
Bay Area 3, Black 

River Falls 0
The Ice Bears shut out 

Black River Falls 3-0 to 
close out play Nov. 29.

Julianna Bradford 
scored on a power play 
with an assist from Tiana 
Stindt at ���� in the first 
period. Emily Bill fol-

lowed up with an even 
strength goal at 6:59.

Bill scored a second 
time at 1:34 in the third 
period with an assist 
from Bradford.

Black River Falls was 
penalized six times for 12 
minutes. The Ice Bears 
were were called for 
two infractions for six 
minutes.

Payton Huntington 
had 10 saves for the Ice 
Bears, and Alexa Moore 
had 20 for Black River 
Falls.

Bay Area 1, Western 
Wisconsin 0

The Bay Area Ice 
Bears opened their 2024-
25 season with a 1-0 win 
over the Western Wis-
consin Stars at a tourna-
ment in Baldwin.

With the team getting 
32 shots on goal, the Ice 
Bears’ Ava McDonald 
connected on one at 5:42 
in the second period for 
the game’s only score.

The Ice Bears were 
penalized four times for 
eight minutes, and the 
Stars were called for 
three infractions for six 
minutes.

Payton Huntington 
had seven saves for the 
Ice Bears, and Sierra An-
dert had 31 for the Stars.

Oconto Falls golfers 
honored with state award

Four golfers from 
Oconto Falls High School 
have been recognized 
as 2024 Academic All-
State honorees by the 
Wisconsin Golf Coaches 
Association.

They are Taylor 
Miller, Olivia Wagner, 
Kylie Thompson and Ad-
dison Kluth.

Students’ names are 
submitted by coaches and 
must meet the following 
criteria to be considered 
for this award:

• The student-athlete 

must have a cumulative 
GPA of 3.25 or better.

• The student-athlete 
must have participated 
in at least 75% of their 
team’s varsity competi-
tions during the 2024 
season.

• The student-athlete 
must be in good standing 
regarding athletic and 
school codes of conduct 
at their participating 
schools.

• The student-athlete 
must be a sophomore, 
junior or senior.
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Oconto Falls athletes
earn all-NEC honors

2æcials with the 1orth 
(astern &onference have 
announced the names of 
several all�conference 
teams� and 2conto )alls 
Slayers earned several 
honors�

Golf
2conto )allsÒ 7aylor 

0iller� a senior� earned first 
team honors� Senior 2livia 
:agner was named to the 
second team�

Volleyball

Senior outside hitter 
$mber 2tto� whose season 
was cut short due to an 
inMury� was named to the 
first team�

1amed to the second 
team were soShomore 
outside hitter (lla 9ander 
9elden and soShomore set�
ter ,]]y 2tto�

&oach 5ochell 2tto also 
announced team awards� 
,]]y 2tto earned the 
service�ace award� /ucy 

5iSley was named offensive 
Slayer of the year� and 5y�
lie Shallow was named de�
fensive Slayer of the year� 
$mber 2tto was named 
most valuable Slayer�

Girls cross country
Senior +ailey 'el]er� a 

state tournament Sartici�
Sant� was named to the first 
team�

SoShomore (mma 
0eissner earned second 
team honors� and honorable 

mention status was earned 
by seniors $va +odkiewic] 
and -osie +olt]�

Boys cross country
Senior %en $dams made 

the first team�
Second team honors 

were earned by senior (van 
<uma� soShomore ,saiah 
+olt] and senior *riæn 
.oSke�

Senior %rant /alu]erne 
eared honorable mention 
status�

Winners of Oconto High School volleyball team awards are, from left, Lucy Ripley, offensive player of the year; Amber Otto, most valuable player; Izzy Otto, 
service/ace award; and Rylie Shallow, defensive player of the year.       CONTRIBUTED

Shawano boys 
team crushes 
Clintonville

Nov. 30
Shawano 81, Clin-

tonville 58
/ogan SiSSle led the 

+awks with �� Soints 
as Shawano defeated 
&lintonville ����� over 
the 7hanksgiving 'ay 
weekend�

SimSle connected 
on ���of��� field goals� 
including four ��Soint 
baskets� +e also made 
��of�� free throws�

$nderson Schmidt 
scored �� Soints� with 
&rew :eisnicht getting 
nine� -ackson 1ordin and 
:ill 9erkuilen with eight 
each� 5yan Schwit]er 
with si[� and getting two 
each were -er]y %rocker� 
$yden %ystol and 3arker 
%eyer�

SiSSle Sulled down 
eight rebounds� and 
%eyer had seven� 9erkui�
len led with seven assists� 

and %eyer had five� 
SiSSle and %rocker each 
had three steals�

Shawano held a 
comfortable ����� lead 
at the break and won the 
second half ������

Nov. 26
Oconto Falls 63, 

Menominee Nation 61 
(OT)

:hat a way to start 
the new season�

2conto )alls had 
one more basket than 
0enominee 1ation in 
overtime to claim a ����� 
non�conference win�

7he (agles led ����� 
at the half� but a ���
�� second half by the 
3anthers left the teams 
tied at ����� at the end of 
regulation�

Ashwaubenon 86, 
Shawano 47

7ri�&ounty ��� 0arion 
��

Athletes earn state 
volleyball honors

7he :isconsin 9ol�
leyball &oaches $s�
sociation �:&9$� has 
announced its ���� 
:9&$ $ll�State 7eams� 
$ total of ��� girls vol�
leyball Slayers statewide 
reSresented nearly every 
conference across all five 
divisions�

$ll first team� second 
team and honorable men�
tion all�state Slayers Ï as 
well as all�tournament 
honorees Ï are invited 
to the :9&$ $wards 
%anTuet on 'ec� �� at 
the 0onona 7errace in 
0adison�

$udrey :eier� a 
senior at %onduel +igh 

School� was named to 
the 'ivision � first team 
all�state�

(arning honorable 
mention status in 'ivi�
sion � were� 1atalie 
%ystol� a Munior from Sha�
wano &ommunity +igh 
School� /eah 1ordin� also 
a Munior from Shawano� 
$mber 2tto� a senior at 
2conto )alls +igh School� 
and /ucy 5iSley� an 
2conto )alls soShomore�

:eier was also named 
to the :&9$ all�tour�
nament team in 'ivision 
�� *racie %uss� a senior 
from Shawano� was 
named to the 'ivision � 
team�

Suring +igh School 
senior (mma .ristof 
was named the defensive 
sSecialist in the 0arinette 
	 2conto &onference all�
conference list for �����

-oining here with first 
team honors were /ena 
+igh School seniors (va 
%rooks and 3eyton 'orow�

*illett +igh School 
soShomore $udrey 3ate 
and Suring soShomore 
/e[i 5emic were named to 
the second team�

+onorable mention sta�
tus was earned by Suring 
freshman (llayna Skarban�

M&O athletes 
awarded

all-conference

Wendorff, Soper named 
top conference runners

&oming off his 
seventh Slace finish at 
the state cross country 
meet� *illett +igh School 
Munior %radyn :endorff 
was honored as most 
outstanding runner and 
named to the 0arinette 	 
2conto &onference first 
team all�conference boys 
team� oæcials announced�

/ena�St� 7homas 
$Tuinas $cademy senior 
0ason %elongia was also 
named to the first team�

Second team honors 
were earned by *illett 
senior Scott +errou[ and 
/ena�S7$$ Munior (rik 
.osch�

)or the girls� *il�
lett soShomore +oSe 
SoSer was named most 
outstanding runner and 
also named to the first 
team all�conference� 
She was Moined there by 
/ena�S7$$ soShomores 
$sySynn $nderson and 
$drena 5abas�

Second team honors 
were earned by *illett 
Munior SoShie /imberg 
and Suring Munior *inger 
*erndt�
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Monday thru Friday 9:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Online: classifieds@newmedia-wi.com

Ad Deadline: 3pm Thursday Prior

HOUSEHOLD GOODSHOUSEHOLD GOODS

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking

gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE

LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military

Discounts. 
Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom

bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24

1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES

FROM $199 40 Styles on
Display! All Sizes Avail.

PlymouthFurnitureWI.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth

WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby

Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-

877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to

50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,

health
workers & 1st responders) 

Call Erie Metal Roofs 
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as 

little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No

Payments & No 
Interest for 18 months for

customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design 

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 

1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers 
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member 
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PETSPETS
American Eskimo/Shelti

Cross Pups Fluffy/Friendly
Dewormed $60 
715-223-4780

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/VetCk  Choc,

Merle & Parti $600-$800 715-
255-2661 (#269146)

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots

$300 715-223-0782
FOR SALE: ACA POODLE

Male 27 lb DOB 4-25-18
Proven Breeder or great pet
$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve

yours now $300 
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.

Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321

(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver  $250  715-255-2661

(#269146)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380;  Yorkie  Pom Puppies

cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st

shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS
dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed

Non -Shed $400-$500
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)

(WCAN)

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER 
PUPPIES Vet

checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females

$1200 No Sun Calls 715-
409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

Vehicles.

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

ServicesOffered

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus 

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, &
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No 

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply 
Call DIRECTV 

1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ServicesOffered

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-

491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening
to 

schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings

for just $149! Call 
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)
UP TO $15,000 OF

GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

Vacation/
Lake Property

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 
reviews. 

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

FFARM/LIVESTOCKARM/LIVESTOCK

FRITZ BARN PAINTING
Rusty Roofs, Metal bldings

Free Est 608-221-3510 
920-821-6311

Vehicles.

Turn Trash Into
Cash with the
CLASSIF IEDS

APAPARAR TMENTS/DUPLEXTMENTS/DUPLEX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731
1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

ServicesOffered

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Mountain Bay Trail
Apartments

1/2/3 Bedrooms
Onsite Management

Heat Included
Single Car Garage
W/D in apartment

Rent begins at $835
715-526-8790

BUY IT
SELL IT
Classifieds
715-526-6188
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Lloyd David Johnson, 
68, of Gillett, passed away 
peacefully at home on 
Nov. 30, 2024, surrounded 
by his family.

He was born Oct. 22, 
1956, in the town of Sago-
la, Michigan, to Donald 
and Ileen (Bozile) John-
son. Donald passed away 
when Lloyd was a young 
child. Later, Ileen moved 
back to Oconto County 
where she met and mar-
ried Richard Koebach.

Lloyd graduated from 
Oconto Falls High School 
with the class of 1976.

On April 21, 1979, 
he married the love 
of his life, Linda Ear-
ley, in Oconto Falls at 
Grace Lutheran Church. 
They were blessed with 
two children, Roy and 
Catherine.

Lloyd was a hard 
working man. He worked 

at Frigo Cheese in the 
warehouse and for a 
New Franken-based 
construction company. 
He found his calling at 
S&M Machine where he 
spent the next 37 years in 
maintenance.

In his younger years, 
Lloyd enjoyed spend-
ing time with his fam-
ily camSing and fi shing� 

Later in life, his passion 
was classic cars and 
trucks. He loved working 
on them and admired the 
nostalgia. He also enjoyed 
stopping at the local tav-
ern for Packers numbers 
and a cold one.

Lloyd is survived 
by his wife of 46 years, 
Linda; son, Roy (Jeni) 
Johnson; and daughter, 
&atherine �)red� 7outloff � 
He is further survived 
by other relatives and 
friends.

A special thank you 
to the amazing teams at 
Unity Hospice and the 
eighth é oor staff  at %ellin 
Hospital.

Lloyd’s wishes are no 
formal funeral services 
but rather a celebration of 
life, which will be held on 
Dec. 14, 2024, at the Blue 
Spruce in Lena from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Teah Rae Benser, 44, 
of Pound, died Thursday, 
Nov. 28, 2024, at an area 
hospital with her family 
by her side.

She was born June 30, 
1980, in Green Bay to Rick 
and Gail (Tappa) Benser. 
She graduated from 
Oconto Falls High School, 
class of 1998.

Teah always had a love 
for children and would 
light up around them. Be-

cause of this, she enjoyed 
teaching pre-kindergarten 
and thrived in her position 
as director of Kinder Care 
in De Pere. In her free 
time, Teah enjoyed scrap-
booking, chatting with 
friends and spending time 
with family, especially her 
nieces and nephews.

In her early 20s, Teah 
was diagnosed with a rare 
genetic disorder, Alpha-1 
antitrySsin �$$7� defi �

ciency� 7his aff ected her 
liver and lungs, making 
it hard for her to breath 
and causing her a lot of 
pain. Despite these chal-
lenges, Teah was always 
willing to serve and help 
others. She truly was an 
angel with a heart of gold. 
She will be remembered 
for her kindness and 
generosity.

Survivors are her 
parents, Rick and Gail; 

siblings, Greg (Heather) 
Block, Jessica (Eugene) 
Beaumia, Rebecca Benser, 
Jeremy Block, Nickolas 
(Jaelyn) Benser; nieces 
and nephews, Kassidy, 
Bryanna, Quinn, Brandon, 
Collin, Trenton, Makayla, 
Jazymne, Chloe, Jaeda, 
Nevaeh and Brielle; and 
fi ve great�nieces and 
-nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her grandparents 

and two brothers, Derek 
and Liam.

Visitation will be held 
after 9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
7, 2024, at Jones Funeral 
Service until 11:30 a.m. 
Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at noon Sat-
urday at St. Anthony Cath-
olic Church, with Father 
:alter StumSf oæ  ciating� 
Burial will take place at 
St. Anthony Cemetery in 
Oconto Falls.
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ZIGGER
Meet Zigger. He is a 2 year old Hound looking 
for a home. He would be perfect for a hound 
lover and someone who enjoys the outdoors. 
If you are interested in meeting Zigger, contact 
the shelter to set up a meet and greet.

TURBO
Say hello to Turbo! He is a friendly, playful boy 
who has been well behaved for sta�. He is 
smart, knows sit, and is treat motivated. He has 
done well in his kennel and is potty trained. 
Contact the shelter to meet him!

BUCKY
Meet Bucky. Buck is a 2 year old pit/beagle mix 
(35lbs) looking for his forever home.  He has 
done well meeting new people and playing 
with some other dogs. He loves the outdoors 
and has been a well behaved boy. 

OBITUARIES
Teah Benser

Lloyd D. Johnson

Houses of worship can send their vital information, including physical 
addresses, days and times of services, names of leaders and contact 

information, to be placed in our online worship directory at 
news@newmedia-wi.com. Put “WORSHIP DIRECTORY” in the subject line.

A CALL TO WORSHIP
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com



BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

After a year-long wait, Green 
Bay Packers quarterback Jordan 
/ove finally received a turkey leg 
after beating the Miami Dolphins 
on Thanksgiving Day, 30-17.

Love was neglected of receiv-
ing the traditional cooked bird 
after Green Bay’s dominant 
victory over the Detroit Lions 
last Thanksgiving. In Thurs-
day’s game against the Miami 
Dolphins, it looked as though 
Love really wanted a redo on the 
tradition.

He did so by completing 
21-of-28 passes for 274 yards 
and two touchdowns. For the 
third straight week, Love did 
not throw an interception, 
after starting the season with 10 
straight games throwing one.

“It was special,” said Love 
with a smile, talking about re-
ceiving the turkey leg. “Obvious-
ly the joke is not getting a turkey 
leg last year. So to be able to 
come in here, get the win and get 
the turkey leg after – it was very 
delicious and it is something to 
celebrate.”

Not only was Love looking 
for the turkey, but his teammates 
were seemingly playing for 
him to win it as well. Tight end 
7ucker .raft� who finished the 
game with 78 yards on six recep-

tions, said it was nice to see Love 
receive what he deserved after 
missing out on it last season.

“That was the one thing that 
was the most important to me 
was making sure that Jordan got 
his leg,” said Kraft.

Jayden Reed was the recipi-
ent of both of Love’s touchdown 
Sasses� as he finished the game 
with 24 yards on three recep-
tions. Christian Watson regis-
tered 67 yards on two receptions, 
while Dontayvion Wicks record-
ed 30 yards on four receptions.

As for the run game, Josh 
Jacobs continued his stellar 
first season in *reen %ay� as the 
former Las Vegas Raider to-

taled 43 rushing yards and one 
touchdown. Chris Brooks ran for 
28 yards, while Emanuel Wilson 
added 20 yards on the ground 
to help round out Green Bay’s 
three-headed rushing attack.

“We have so many weapons 
on this team,” said Jacobs. “We 
are so deep at every position, 
and on any given play, it can be 
something special if we all can 

do the right thing. It has been 
fun; it has been fun playing for a 
team like that.”

On top of Green Bay’s strong 
offensive Serformance� the de-
fense registered yet another solid 
showing. With Miami’s explo-
sive offense looking strong and 
healthy over the past few weeks, 
Green Bay held its opponent to 
just 17 points. This comes after 

the Dolphins scored 34 points in 
each of the last two games.

Forced to pass for the ma-
jority of the game, Dolphins 
quarterback Tua Tagovailoa 
completed 37-of-46 passes for 
365 yards and two touchdowns. 
Defenders Quay Walker, King-
sley Enagbare, Lukas Van Ness, 
Brenton Cox Jr. and Kenny Clark 
each recorded a sack.

GREEN GOLDEXPRESS&
WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM NEXT GAME: AT DETROIT, 7:15 P.M., DEC. 5FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2024

Packers win on Thanksgiving Day in back-to-back years
A DELICIOUS THANKSGIVING STUFFING

The 2023 post-Thanksgiving Day cover of Green & Gold 
highlights the a Fox Sports mistake in not having a turkey 
leg for Packers QB Jordan Love. NBC made sure Love had 
a turkey leg after the Packers win over the Dolphins this 
year.

After not getting a turkey leg despite a Thanksgiving Day win in 2023, Green Bay Packers quarterback Jordan Love, left, made sure he got his in 2024 following the Packers 30-17 win over the Miami 
Dolphins. Joining Love in the celebration are Josh Jacobs (8) and Isaiah McDuffie (58).       GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

 Miami Dolphins rookie Malik Washington muffed a punt early in the first quarter that was recovered by Green Bay inside the Dolphins’ 10-
yard line and led to a quick Packers touchdown.        GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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GREEN BAY PACKERS AT DETROIT LIONS

KEYS TO THE GAME

715-524-2581

TIME AND DATE: 7:15 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 5

LOCATION: Ford Field
TV: Amazon Prime, WGBA-TV 

NBC 26 Green Bay
RADIO: Flagship WRNW-FM 

Milwaukee — 97.3; Packers Radio 
Network includes WIXX-FM Green 
Bay — 101.1, WRLO-FM Antigo — 
105.3, WLST-FM Marinette — 95.1, and 
WSAU Wausau — 550 AM and 95.1 FM

2024 RECORDS: Packers 9-3, 
Lions 11-1.

HISTORY: The Lions and Packers 
have been locking horns since the 
1930s.

The Packers lead the all-time 
series 106-77-7.

Their last matchup between these 
two teams came at Lambeau Field, 
where the Lions made a statement, 
winning 24-14. Jordan Love threw an 
interception that was returned for a 
touchdown, and the Lions’ offense 

was incredibly efficient on the day, 
completing their first 11 passes on 
the day.

The last time these two teams 
met at Ford Field, it was the Packers 
making a statement of their own that 
they had arrived.

Love found Christian Watson for a 
big play on the first play of the game. 
Rashan Gary had three sacks and a 
forced fumble.

Jonathan Owens returned a 
fumble for a touchdown, and the Pack-
ers won 29-22.

COACHES: Packers – Matt LaF-
leur, fifth season, 65-30. Lions – Dan 
Campbell, fourth season, 35-27-1.

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Friday, Sept. 6 at Philadelphia, L 

29-34
Sunday, Sept. 15 vs. Indianapolis 

Noon W 16-10
Sunday, Sept. 22 at Tennessee 

Noon W 30-14
Sunday, Sept. 29 vs. Minnesota 

Noon L 29-31
Sunday, Oct. 6 at LA Rams 3:25 

p.m. W 24-19
Sunday, Oct. 13 vs. Arizona Noon 

W 34-13
Sunday, Oct. 20 vs. Houston W 

24-22
Sunday, Oct. 27 at Jacksonville 

W 30-27
Sunday, Nov. 3 vs. Detroit 3:25 

p.m. L 14-24
Week 10 BYE
Sunday, Nov. 17 at Chicago Noon 

W 20-19
Sunday, Nov. 24 vs. San Francisco 

W 38-10
Thursday, Nov. 28 vs. Miami W 

30-17
Thursday, Dec. 5 at Detroit 7:15 

p.m. Amazon Prime
Sunday, Dec. 15 at Seattle 7:20 

p.m. NBC

Monday, Dec. 23 vs. New Orleans 
7:15 p.m. ESPN

Sunday, Dec. 29, at Minnesota 
Noon FOX

Week 18 vs. Chicago TBD

NFL SCHEDULE
Thursday, Dec. 5
Green Bay at Detroit, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 8
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, Noon
New Orleans at NY Giants, Noon
NY Jets at Miami, Noon
Jacksonville at Tennessee, Noon
Atlanta at Minnesota, Noon
Carolina at Philadelphia, Noon
Las Vegas at Tampa Bay, Noon
Seattle at Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Chicago at San Francisco, 3:25 p.m.
Buffalo at LA Rams, 3:25 p.m.
LA Chargers at Kansas City, 7:20 

p.m.
Monday, Dec. 9
Cincinnati at Dallas, 7:15 p.m.

Win needed to break Lions’ lock on division
By JACOB 

WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The calendar has turned 
to December, and the 
Green Bay Packers are 
coming off a strong month 
of November.

After starting with a loss 
to the Detroit Lions, the 
Packers won their next two 
games against Chicago and 
San Francisco.

7hey finished off with 
a win over the Miami Dol-
phins, leading them into 
what is a massive game at 
Ford Field against Detroit.

The last time these two 
teams met, the Lions won 
in dominant fashion.

Jordan Love threw an 

interception to Kerby Jo-
seph, which was returned 
to a touchdown just before 
halftime.

The Lions led by as 
many as 21 points, and the 
Packers were largely not 
competitive.

There has been no hang-
over from last year’s loss 
in the NFC Championship 
Game. The Lions look like 
the most dominant team in 
the NFL.

They’re 11-1 and have 
not lost since September.

The Packers are going 
to need to play their best 
game to knock them off� 
and have any chance at 
winning the NFC North.

Here are the keys to do-
ing just that.

Packers’ run defense 
vs. Lions’ backfield

Jahmyr Gibbs and David 
Montgomery form one 
of the best thunder and 
lightning backfield combi-
nations in all of football.

Gibbs is the lightning 
version of that and certain-
ly lives up to the phrasing 
of lightning in a bottle.

Montgomery is the 
workhorse. His numbers 
may not be gaudy, but 
heÒs been a Serfect fit for 
'etroitÒs Shysical offensive 
identity.

Those two, however, 
have been given a different 
nickname for their back-
field� *ibbs is referred to as 
Sonic, while Montgomery 
goes by Knuckles.

It makes sense, given 
their identity running 
through these two men.

7he first time these two 
teams faced off� 0ontgom-
ery and Gibbs each scored 
a touchdown. Gibbs looked 
like he was moving at a dif-
ferent speed than most of 

the Slayers on the field� +e 
is as dynamic as it gets out 
of the backfield�

Green Bay’s run defense 
has been up and down for 
most of the year.

They did, however, slow 
down Christian McCaf-
fery and a powerful 49er 
run game that has typically 
tormented them in year’s 
past.

Whether that was a by-
product of Brandon Allen 
starting or not is up to you 
to decide, but that has not 
mattered in years past.

Detroit is able to stay 
balanced� -ared *off is 
eæcient and able to make 
plays with his arm. He’s not 
simply a game manager for 
this /ions offense� 7hey do� 
however, run everything 
through their run game.

The Packers need to 
slow that down.

Turnovers
One of the biggest rea-

sons Green Bay was blown 
out by the Lions in early 
November was that they 

were sloppy.
That included six drops, 

but most importantly, a big 
turnover from Love.

Love has taken better 
care of the ball coming out 
of the bye week.

He did not throw an in-
terception against Chicago, 
San Francisco or Miami. 
The Packers, perhaps not 
coincidentally, won all 
three games.

Love’s interception by 
Joseph was returned for a 
touchdown and gave the 
Lions a commanding lead 
at halftime.

With the conditions, 
and overall health of Love’s 
knee at the time, the Pack-
ers were all but buried at 
that point.

The Lions did recently 
overcome a game where 
*off threw five interceS-
tions. That’s proof of how 
good the Lions are but also 
proof that there is a crack 
in that armor.

You can take the ball 
away from *off and this 

/ionsÒ offense�
Green Bay has not taken 

the ball away as often since 
the calendar turned to 
November.

They’ll need to make 
sure that they take care of 
the ball on offense� while 
being opportunistic on the 
other side of the ball.

Packers vs Lions’ sec-
ond half defense

Aaron Glenn and the 
'etroit defensive staff 
have done an excellent job 
at making adjustments at 
halftime to slow down their 
opponents.

*reen %ayÒs offense 
scored 21 points against 
San )rancisco in their first 
game after the bye.

They have their mo-
ments where they are 
incredibly effective�

They also do a good job 
of getting in their own way 
at times.

Limiting mistakes is cru-
cial, as every point matters 
in these big games against 
divisional opponents.
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BRUTAL ATTACK KEYS THE CHECK-DOWN GAME
LAFLEUR HAPPY WITH JACBOS, KRAFT FIGHTING FOR EXTTRA YARDAGE

Green Bay Packers coach Matt LaFleur said having check-down options in the passing game opens up a lot for the team. He specifically pointed to Josh Jacobs (8) and Tucker Kraft (85). “Both those guys  are so physical 
and they’re tough to bring down, and when you do bring them down you feel them,” he said. “Tuck (Tucker Kraft) is an animal and I think we all, I think you’d all agree with that. Both him and Josh (Jacobs), and it’s not just 
those two guys. I think really, I just love the mentality of our football team. Our guys, they strain for one another. They fight. They block. They try to inflict pain, which, as a coach, you love to see.”

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/OFFENSE
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IMPROVING, BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS

Linebacker Quay Walker (7) posted two tackles for a loss for the second straight game, the first time in his career that he has posted multiple tackles for a loss in back-to-back games. Coach Matt LaFleur said Walker has 
been playing his best ball the last two games.“Collectively, our linebackers are playing pretty well right now, and you saw not only in the run game with Quay, but we’re bringing him on blitzes, and he’s extremely effective 
at setting some picks and then getting some pressure on the quarterback himself,” LaFleur said. “He’s a really talented football player and I think his best ball is in front of him.”

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/DEFENSE
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2     Malik Willis.....................QB
7     Quay Walker....................LB
8     Josh Jacobs......................RB
9     Christian Watson.........WR
10    Jordan Love....................QB
11    Jayden Reed...................WR
13    Dontayvion Wicks.......WR
17    Brandon Mcmanus...........K
18    Malik Heath..................WR
19    Daniel Whelan..................P
20    Javon Bullard....................S
21     Eric Stokes......................CB
22    Robert Rochell...............CB
23    Jaire Alexander..............CB
24    Carrington Valentine...CB
25    Keisean Nixon................CB
26    Corey Ballentine............CB
27    Kitan Oladapo...................S

29    Xavier McKinney..............S
30    Chris Brooks...................RB
31    Emanuel Wilson.............RB
33    Evan Williams...................S
39    Zayne Anderson...............S
42    Matt Orzech...................LS
45    Eric Wilson.....................LB
50    Zach Tom.......................OL
52    Rashan Gary...................DL
53    Arron Mosby..................DL
55    Kingsley Enagbare........DL
56    Edgerrin Cooper.............LB
57    Brenton Cox Jr................DL
58    Isaiah McDuffie.............LB
59    Ty’Ron Hopper................LB
62    Jacob Monk.................C/G
63    Rasheed Walker...............T
71    Josh Myers...................C/G

73    Andre Dillard....................T
74    Elgton Jenkins.............G/T
75    Sean Rhyan.......................G
76    Kadeem Telfort.................T
79    Travis Glover.....................T
80    Bo Melton.....................WR
85    Tucker Kraft....................TE
86    John FitzPatrick.............TE
87    Romeo Doubs..............WR
89   Ben Sims...........................TE
90    Lukas Van Ness.............DL
93    T.J. Slaton.......................DL
94    Karl Brooks.....................DL
95    Devonte Wyatt..............DL
96    Colby Wooden..............DL
97    Kenny Clark....................DL

GREEN BAY 
PACKERS

0     Terrion Arnold................CB
2     Hendon Hooker..............QB
3     Jack Fox...............................P
4     Emmanuel Moseley.......CB
5     David Montgomery........RB
8     Allen Robinson..............WR
9     Jameson Williams........WR
10    Kwon Alexander.............LB
12    Brandon Joseph.................S
13    Craig Reynolds................RB
14    Amon-Ra St. Brown.....WR
16    Jared Goff.......................QB
17    Tim Patrick....................WR
21    Amik Robertson.............CB
23    Carlton Davis.................CB
24    Loren Strickland...............S
26    Jahmyr Gibbs.................RB
29    Kinlde Vildor..................CB

30    Khalil Dorsey.................CB
31    Kerby Joseph.....................S
32    Brian Branch..................DB
33    Sione Vaki.......................RB
39    Jake Bates.........................K
43    David Long Jr..................LB
46    Jack Campbell................LB
47    Ezekiel Turner.................LB
49    Hogan Hatten.................LS
51    Ben Niemann...................LB
53    Trevor Nowaske.............LB
54    Alim McNeill.................DL
58    Penei Sewell......................T
59    Giovanni Manu..............OL
60    Graham Glasgow..........OL
62    Michael Niese...............OL
66    Myles Adams................DL
68    Taylor Decker....................T

69    Al-Quadin
Muhammad............................DL
70    Dan Skipper.......................T
71    Kevin Zeitler......................G
73    Christian Mahogany.....OL
74    Kayode Awosika..............G
75    Colby Sorsdal.................OL
77    Frank Ragnow...................C
78    Jonah Williams..............DL
84    Shane Zylstra.................TE
87    Sam LaPorta...................TE
89    Brock Wright..................TE
91    Levi Onwuzurike............DL
93    Josh Paschal...................DL
95    Pat O’Connor.................DL
96    Brodric Martin...............DL
98    DJ Reader.......................DL
99    Za’Darius Smith............DL

DETROIT 
LIONS
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RECEIVERS DOING THEIR PART MOVINGTHE CHAINS

The Packers receiving corps is doing it all lately – catching, running and blocking for others. The Packers scored touchdowns on their first three red zone drives on Thanksgiving Day, bringing their streak of consecutive red 
zone drives ending in a TD to nine. That is tied for the third-longest streak by Green Bay over the past 20 seasons behind only streaks of 12 and 10 drives in 2020 (per Elias).      GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

ONWARD AND UPWARD

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/OFFENSE
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SHINING IN PRIMETIME
FANS SHOW THEIR LOVE FOR THE PACKERS AT EVERY GAME

Flashes were popping throughout the Packers’ Thanksgiving Day game against Miami. Attendance was 77,599. So far this season, Green Bay is fourth in highest average attendance at 78,040, with only Dallas, the New York 
Jets and New York Giants averaging more fans per game.                   GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/FANS
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A LEG UP FOR LOVE
GREEN BAY’S THANKSGIVING WIN FIXES THE TURKEYGATE SCANDAL OF LAST YEAR

Green Bay Packers quarterback Jordan Love enjoys a turkey leg after the team’s 30-17 win over the Miami Dolphins on Thanksgiving Day on NBC. In 2023. Love asked Fox Sports’ Erin Andrews about his turkey leg after the 
Packers defeated the Detroit Lions 29-22. Traditionally, the player or players of the game get a turkey leg or a hunk of turducken after winning an NFL game played on Thanksgiving. John Madden started it in 1989 when 
he gave the first turkey leg to defensive end Reggie White after the Philadelphia Eagles beat the Dallas Cowboys. In 1997, Madden added turducken (a chicken stuffed into a deboned duck stuffed into a deboned turkey) 
to the tradition. When Love asked about the turkey, he was told there was no turkey to eat because the only turkey had been torn apart earlier by announcer Greg Olsen. That was not the case. Fox is always prepared for 
two turkeys on Thanksgiving – one in the booth and one postgame on the field. As it turns out, the turkey they saved for after the game had a Lions logo seared into the turkey as Fox expected Detroit to win, so Fox just 
dumped the tradition.                                        GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/OFFENSE

Bigger is not always better, but better is how we get bigger. As the smallest media 
covering the NFL’s smallest market, the Leader is proud to have brought top-notch Packers content to the com-

munity for the past 100-plus years. Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after another. The same 
can be said for every Green Bay Packers’ football season … and also for the Shawano Leader - the smallest market, 

bringing quality content to the community since 1881.




