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Rehearsals for the second offering 
of the Machickanee Players’ 40th sea-
son, Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein,” 
are proceeding. The play, an original 
script by Greg “Captain” Holbus, 
deals with themes of alienation, aban-
donment and becoming how others 
perceive you.

‘Mary Shelley’s novel is, in my opin-

ion, one of the greatest pieces of litera-
ture ever written,” Holbus said. “I’ve 
seen a lot of adaptations on television 
and film, but none have been faithful to 
the novel. I felt that it was important to 
produce a version of the story as close 
to the original as possible.

“Stories that force people to 
reckon with the obscenely judg-
mental nature of humanity inter-
est me. In ‘Frankenstein,’ we see 
a gentle and thoughtful creature – 
beautiful on the inside but hideous 
on the outside – driven to hate and 
cruelty by human beings who are 
beautiful on the outside but hideous 
on the inside.”

Victor Frankenstein will be por-
trayed by Travis Rysewyk, the Crea-
ture by Jamie “Bones” Braunsdorf, 
Adam Rienke is Captain Robert Wal-
ton, and Jenny Warpehski-Fulcher is 
Elizabeth Lavenia.

Several actors play a number of 
roles, and they are Alfred Osmon 
portraying the First Officer, William 
Frankenstein, Henry Clerval and 
Felix; Suzie Mozey is Mary Shelley, 
Margaret Saville, Caroline Beaufort 
and the Creature’s Mate; Jahn Mozey 
will be Alphonse Frankenstein and M. 
Krempe; Arissa Dakins is Agatha and 
Justine Moritz; and Jon Bornemann 
plays M. Waldman, Dr. Seward, Dr. 

Lacey and the Magistrate.
Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein” 

will be performed at the Park Avenue 
Theatre, 408 Park Ave., Oconto, Feb 
9-11, Feb 16-18, with a special Valen-
tine’s Day showing on Feb 14. Friday 
and Saturday shows start at 7 p.m., 
and dinner, catered by the Wooden 
Spoon on Main, is available for an 
additional price. Sunday shows, which 
start at 2 p.m., offer pie, also for an 
additional price.

Posters of the show will be for sale 
at each performance, where the actors 
will autograph them.

Tickets are available at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

Rehearsals underway for Shelley’s ‘Frankenstein’

The Oconto County Historical 
Society will be discussing a lynch-
ing in Oconto when it presents its 
monthly speaker series program at 
6:30 p.m. Jan. 4 in the Beyer Home 
and Carriage Museum meeting 
room, 915 Park Ave., Oconto.

Back in the dim history of 

Oconto, when the now peaceful city 
was a booming lumber town, there 
hangs a tale of lynching a murderer 
on the courthouse lawn on May 2, 
1871.

The evening’s program will be 
the telling of the account of the 
hanging of Louis Nohr. An eyewit-

ness told what happened to Giles 
V. Megan, an Oconto resident, who 
wrote down the chronicle of events 
that led to the hanging. This was 
sensational news, and newspapers 
also carried the story. Some of 
these newspaper articles will be 
shared during the program.

The evening’s presenters are Kit-
ty Werner, Oconto County histo-
rian; David Retzlaff; David Hall; and 
Oconto County Historical Society 
board members Pete Stark and Bob 
Klozotsky.

The program is free. Light re-
freshments will be served.

The spotlight in Abrams Spot-
light Productions Inc. needs some 
brightening as the organization has 
launched its Light the Way capital 
campaign, seeking donations to 
replace the theatrical lighting at the 
Nancy Byng Community Theater, 
5852 Maple St., Abrams.

The campaign’s challenge seeks 
to have 296 people donate $10 by 
the opening night of “Oklahoma!” 
on March 14. The number 296 co-
incides with the number of perfor-
mances produced since the current 
lighting was installed in 2011. Dona-
tions of any size are appreciated 
and are accepted at the Support tab 
at www.abramstheater.com. ASPI is 
a 501(c)(3) organization, so dona-
tions are tax deductible. The goal of 
the campaign is to raise $30,000.

ASPI wants to update its light-
ing for three reasons. The current 
system provides a general wash 

of light, with limited control over 
the size and shape of the light area. 
The lighting system is susceptible 
to power supply failures and LED 
light board failures — sometimes 
occurring during live performances. 
Finally, fixtures are no longer 
produced, and it’s difficult to find 
replacement parts.

A new, digital LED lighting 
system will remedy the operat-
ing issues while providing better 
reliability and flexibility in lighting 
design. Additionally, the lighting 
engineer will gain more control 
over the size, shape, focus, and 

lighting design parameters.
The new system will meet 

ASPI’s needs for the next 10 years. 
ASPI will partner with Northern 
Sound and Video to purchase and 
install the lighting. The theater 
plans to incorporate multiple long 
and short throw lights, as well as 
specialty fixtures. Additionally, 
ASPI will choose a user-friendly 
control system that volunteers will 
enjoy operating. New lights open 
up new opportunities for the tech 
crew volunteers to become profi-
cient in the design and operation of 
theatrical lighting.

Oconto lynching to be discussed at OCHS program

ASPI needs $30K to replace theater lights
New LED system 

will be more 
flexible, reliable

Performances 
scheduled in early 
to mid-February
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The Townsend Firemen’s Wives 
was originally established as an auxil-
iary organization to provide financial 
support for the Townsend Volunteer 
Fire Department.

For decades, this group of devoted 
members played an outsized roll in 
bolstering firefighting capabilities. 
However, TFW recently embraced 
the idea that all community mem-
bers, not just firefighters’ families, 
should be included.

In keeping with this premise, 
TFW has been renamed Friends 
of Townsend Fire (FOTF). Its mis-
sion remains the same: assisting the 
Townsend Volunteer Fire Department 
and the communities they serve. In 
that regard, FOFT recently obtained a 
501(c)3 nonprofit, tax-exempt designa-
tion to facilitate fundraising and foster 
broader community support. The 
change takes effect Jan. 1.

Wanda Laste, chair of the FOTF 
board of directors, called this a very 
welcome change.

“This is an exciting time as we 
expand our membership and fundrais-
ing opportunities,” she said. “With the 
anticipated increased support, we can 
better provide safe, state-of-the-art 
equipment needed in a fire emergency.”

Fire Chief Dawn Herlache noted 
that most volunteer fire departments 
must raise money to pay for equip-
ment and training.

“Having a group like the Friends of 
Townsend Fire supporting us is essen-

tial to having the resources we need 
to do our jobs safely and effectively,” 
she said.

Current fundraising activities will 
help pay for a new fire engine on order 
from Pierce Manufacturing in Apple-
ton. FOTF has pledged $60,000 toward 
the unit. The group will also fund 
continuing education for firefighters to 
ensure their safety and preparedness.

FOFT membership is open to 
anyone 18 or older. To join or 
learn more about how you can 
help, email FOTF@friendsoftown-
snedfire.org, visit www.friendsoft-
ownsendfire.org or like Friends of 
Townsend Fire on Facebook.

Tax-deductible contributions can 
be sent to Friends of Townsend Fire, 
P.O. Box 129, Townsend, WI 54175.

Townsend Fire Department 
auxiliary changes name

NEWCU supports Meals on Wheels

The Firepup helps promote fire safety measures for children and adults. The Townsend Firemen’s 
Wives has been renamed Friends of Townsend Fire (FOTF). Its mission remains the same: assisting the 
Townsend Volunteer Fire Department and the communities they serve.� CONTRIBUTED

Oconto County Commission on Aging’s Meals on Wheels delivered to homes and the meals served at the 
meal sites Dec. 19 were compliments of the NEW Credit Union. Each day, when meals are provided, the 
Oconto County Commission on Aging meals program, averages about 170 meals. Along with the meals, 
the commission distributed a financial literacy book, donated by the Credit Union, on how to avoid identity 
theft and scams. Pictured are Lisa Gilligan, CEO,presenting a check to Oconto County Commission on Aging 
representatives Bobbi Knaus and Heather Meyer. The credit union also donated funds to sponsor 92 meals 
with the Marinette County Elderly meals distribution program.� CONTRIBUTED
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Lena Classes of 1960 and 1961 hold reunions

Members of the Lena Class of 1960 who attended their class reunion included, standing from left, Bob 
Kramer, Dennis Wyent, Mike Degeneffe, Tony Behnke, Betty (Marquart) Behnke, Kirt Hanson, Jim Be-
longia, Angela (Everard) Heinrich and Arliss Ausloos; sitting, Mary Ann (Mianecki) Williams, Antoinette 
(Burg) Lucas, Yvonne (Alsteen) Brault, Shirley (Shallow) Gilles, Gary Carriveau, Harvey Behnke and Pat 
(Noren) Piche.� CONTRIBUTED

Members of the Lena Class of 1961 who attended their class reunion included, standing from left, Dan 
Kanack, Sue (Gagnon) Kanack, Warren Glime, Judy (Kriescher) Henrichs, Leo Gilles, Judy (Carriveau) 
Dembroski, Alice (Lisowe) Stolaski, Myron Marquardt, Mary Lou (Lemerorde) Bartoletti, Tom Mar-
quardt, Eugene Behnke and Dick Maronek; sitting, Donna (Weber) Lipski, Barbara (Bitters) Eckes, Judy 
(Borkovec) Marquardt, Joan (Benser) Marquardt and Cynthia (Burg) Charapata.� CONTRIBUTED
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The Oconto Falls Area Ambu-
lance Service and its service director, 
Patrick Ahlgrim, have been honored 
with special awards by the Wiscon-
sin EMS Association (WEMSA).

The local service has been named 
2023 WEMSA Service of the Year 
in recognition of its “exceptional 
contributions to the field of EMS,” 
and Ahlgrim has been named 2023 
WEMSA Support Person of the Year.

The awards will be presented Jan. 
31 during the association’s annual 
Conference and Expo at the Resch 
Expo Hall in Green Bay.

“I am deeply inspired by our hon-
orees. Their extraordinary dedica-
tion and resilience highlight their 
capacity to surpass the demands of 
their roles,” said Tony Lash, presi-
dent of the WEMSA Board of Direc-
tors.

“In an era where the spotlight on 
emergency services is more crucial 
than ever, we are thrilled to honor 
our award recipients. Their unwav-
ering commitment and exceptional 
service exemplify their ability to 
exceed expectations and persevere 
through challenges. And this is a 
challenging time for EMS,” added 
Alan DeYoung, executive director of 
WEMSA.

According to the citations re-
leased by WEMSA:

Before Oconto Falls Area Ambu-
lance Service (OFAAS) upgraded to 
a Critical Care Paramedic service, 
reliance on out-of-area ambulance 
services for critical patient transport 
from hospitals in Oconto County 
resulted in lengthy delays, some-
times lasting hours to days, until an 
ambulance could become available. 
Recognizing the pressing need for 
change became even more critical 
with the onset of the pandemic.

In the midst of the pandemic’s 
challenges, OFAAS administra-
tion initiated the process of service 

upgrade. This involved extensive 
networking, communication with 
hospitals, meetings with town repre-
sentatives, securing financial back-
ing, contractual commitments and 
engagement with DHS.

By October 2021, OFAAS submit-
ted the application for the upgrade 
and an operational plan with new 
protocols to DHS. The staffing model 
at OFAAS is hybrid, featuring EMRs, 
EMTs, paramedics and RNs, allowing 
flexibility based on patient needs. Its 
work culture emphasizes individual 
professional growth, collaboration, 
decision-making latitude, indepen-
dent thinking, problem-solving and 
conflict resolution.

In December 2021, OFAAS re-
ceived state approval to provide 911 
Paramedic service and Critical Care 
Paramedic interfacility transfers. 
The immediate impact of having lo-
cal Critical Care Paramedic service 
was evident, with quicker transport 
times and shortened 911 response 
times. During the first year of the up-
grade, critical cases such as STEMI 
or stroke candidates met recom-
mended response times, resulting in 
significant reductions in disability 
and mortality. Call volume increased 
substantially from approximately 
600 calls per year to 1,414 calls in 
2022.

It also established a green, eco-
friendly community garden that 
yielded over 2,000 pounds of fresh 
produce for the county’s food pantry.

Ahlgrim’s journey at OFAAS 
began in July 2018 when he returned 
to his EMS roots, driven by a desire 
to raise his young family in the same 
community where he grew up.

Shortly after rejoining the squad, 
he was offered the position of service 
director. Despite facing challenges 
— including minimal staffing, limited 
resources, low funding and outdated 
equipment — Ahlgrim accepted the 
role. His wife, Angie, also in EMS, 
joined him to start strategic plan-
ning to keep the doors open and the 
service running.

He continued to respond to EMS 
calls in addition to working full-
time as an Emergency Department 
registered nurse at a local hospital. 
During the early days of his tenure, 
the COVID-19 pandemic was de-

clared, adding unprecedented strain 
to health care systems.

It was during this time that he 
made the decision to work toward 
upgrading OFAAS from an Advanced 
EMT level to a Critical Care Para-
medic Service.

“In addition to this achievement, 
Patrick’s leadership and character 

set him apart,” the WEMSA citation 
says. “He fosters a sense of unity 
among his team, always greeting 
them with a warm ‘Good morn-
ing’ and providing support in their 
professional and personal lives. He 
listens to their ideas, encourages staff 
autonomy and promotes a ‘squad 
family’ atmosphere.”

Oconto Falls ambulance, 
director honored by 

state EMS association
Awards to be 

presented Jan. 31 at 
state convention in 

Green Bay

Patrick Ahlgrim, service director of Oconto Falls Area Ambulance Service, has been named 2023 Sup-
port Person of the Year, and the agency itself has been named Service of the Year by the Wisconsin EMS 
Association.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Grill winners

Rachel and Josh Kwiatkowski won this Blackstone griddle during the 76th anniversary sale at United 
True Value in Oconto Falls. They are pictured with Lisa Olsen of United True Value.� CONTRIBUTED
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Frederick Joseph Sleeter, 87, of 
Suring, passed away surrounded by 
family on Dec. 11, 2023.

Fred was born to Harold and 
Martha Sleeter on March 8, 1936, in 
Iron Mountain, Michigan. He was a 
loving husband, supportive father, 
devoted grandfather and a caring 
brother.

He began farming 
in 1945 as a child and 
continued doing so 
with his wife, Cheryl, 
on their farm starting 
in 1963. He gradu-
ated from Suring High 
School in 1954 and 
joined the U.S. Army in 1959. In his 
retirement years, he was a school 
bus driver for the Suring School 
District and worked for the town-
ship of Bagley. Fred was also a 
member of the Suring School Board 

and the Hickory 
Church of Christ 
Board for many 
years.

Fred loved the 
Packers, Badgers, 
Brewers, Sur-
ing Eagles and, 
of course, John 
Deere tractors 
and machinery. 

However, his biggest passion, by 
far, was his family — he loved 
watching his kids and grandkids 
play sports and had unwavering 
support for his family.

Fred is survived by his wife of 60 
years, Cheryl Sleeter, and daughter, 
Kelly (Mark) Fisher. He is also sur-
vived by his grandchildren, Stevie 
(Matthew Carlson) Sleeter, Jor-
dyn (Dustin) Ermis, Tyler Fisher, 
Autumn Fisher, Greta (Josh Reed) 

Sleeter; brothers, Al (Pat) Sleeter, 
Rodney (Dianna) Sleeter; sisters-
in-law, Barb Sleeter, Ellen (Robert) 
Hudovernik; brothers-in-laws Fred 
Kopatz Jr., Randy 
(Barb) Tachick, Den-
nis Tachick; and vari-
ous great-grandchil-
dren, cousins, nieces 
and nephews.

Fred was preceded 
in death by by his 
son, Wayne Sleeter; 
parents, Harold and 
Martha Sleeter; broth-
ers, Dale Sleeter, Bob 
Sleeter; sisters, Alice 
Sleeter, Betty Kopatz, Rena Hoff-
man; brother-in-law, Elger Hoff-
man; sister-in-law, Nancy Sleeter; 
nephews, Andy Sleeter, Mike 
Sleeter, Craig (Ronnie) Kopatz; and 
niece, Janet Sleeter.

Visitation will be held on Friday, 
Dec. 15, 2023, at Hickory Church 
from 1 p.m. until the funeral service 
at 3 p.m. with Pastor Steve Anthes 

officiating. Military 
rites will immediately 
follow the funeral. 
The family also 
invites attendees to a 
meal after the service. 
Fred will be interred 
in Hickory Cemetery.

Gruetzmacher 
Funeral Home is as-
sisting the family with 
arrangements. Online 
condolences can be 

expressed at www.gruetzmacherfu-
neralhome.com.

Special thanks from the fam-
ily to Unity Hospice Care and the 
Meadowbrook nursing home staff 
for their compassionate care.

Elizabeth Ann “Betty” Morris, 86, 
Oconto Falls, was born in Danville, 
Illinois, in 1937, the eldest child of 
Albert C. and Alvera Hosch, and grew 
up in the small community of Rich-
mond, Illinois. Betty went to live with 
her best friend, Jesus, on Tuesday, 
Dec. 12, 2023.

Betty loved being a homemaker 
and enjoyed being creative. She was 
an active member of St. Anthony 
Church and School as well as a Cub 
Scout leader for many years. Betty 
also was a member of the Community 
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary for over 
40 years and also volunteered for 
other causes.

After her 
children were 
in school, Betty 
worked at a 
number of part-
time jobs and in 
1983, was hired by 
Glenn and Doris 
Knox at their 
insurance agency. 
She continued her 

work there, even after new owner-
ship, until retiring in 2006. An avid 
reader, Betty had a zest for learning 
throughout her entire life and for fun, 
joined the Red Hatters.

Survivors are her two sons, George 

Morris Jr., Lena, Richard (Kathy) Mor-
ris, Kelly Lake; one grandson, Ryan 
Morris; other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; two brothers, Albert (Mary) 
Hosch and Richard Hosch; special 
niece, Anna Fry; as well as very 
special friends, Betty and Bob MacK-
enzie.

Visitation with the urn present 
will be held after 9 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 20, 2023, at Riverview Alliance 
Church in Oconto Falls until the time 
of service. Memorial services will be 
11 a.m. at the church with Pastor Kevin 
Kuhn officiating. Burial will follow in 
St. Anthony Cemetery, Oconto Falls.

Betty loved God and felt His bless-
ing every day. In lieu of other expres-
sions of sympathy, memorials may be 
made to the Oconto Falls Community 
Library, which Betty called her “home 
away from home.”

The Morris family would like to 
thank all the doctors and other medi-
cal providers for the care they gave 
their mother through the years. Mom 
always said God made sure she had 
the best doctors who cared for her 
as a person, not just a number. We 
are also grateful to the wonderful 
neighbors and friends who helped 
her when she needed it. May God 
bless all of you.

William (Bill) Angus Jr., 88, passed 
away Saturday, Dec. 9, at Bellin Hospi-
tal after suffering from a brief illness.

Bill was born and raised in Oconto 
Falls, married his wife, Jean (Lot-
ter). Soon after graduating from high 
school, the family of five children 
began.

Bill was a skilled machinist for 
decades and also worked endlessly as 
a handyman on the side doing home 
repairs and remodels. He will be 
remembered by so many lives he had 
touched.

Bill was preceded in death by his 
wife, Jean; his parents, William and 
Alice (Hoffman) Angus Sr.; eldest son, 
Richard Angus; and grandson, James 
Thomas Angus Jr.

Bill is survived 
by his children, 
William “Bill” 
Angus III, Michael 
“Mike” Angus, 
Lori (Tim) Willett, 
James “Jim” Angus; 
and his grand-
children, Jessica 
(Shaba) Angus, 
Rebecca Angus, 

Richie Angus, Joseph “Joe” (Shawna) 
Angus, Jennifer Angus, Andrew 
(Ginny) Angus, Eric (Jessica) Angus, 
Laura (Kurt) Delzer, Abby Angus, Cole 
(Jackelyn) Young, Jennyjean (Jeff) 
Lambrecht, and Cassandra (Gavin) 
Gilbertson.

Rest in peace, Dad.

Frederick J. Sleeter

Elizabeth Ann ‘Betty’ Morris

William Angus Jr.

OBITUARIES

W W W. N E W M E D I A-W I .CO M

Best guess at giant pumpkin

Lorraine Zahn was this year’s winner of United True Value’s Giant Pumpkin Contest. The pumpkin, 
grown by Joe Kohls, was the biggest ever, weighing in at 909 pounds, and Zahn was only two pounds 
off at 907. The guesses ranged from 97.2 to 50,000 pounds.� CONTRIBUTED
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The Shawano School Board is 
getting closer to planning what spe-
cifically it will ask for a referendum 
question in April, but it appears the 
plans will not ask for a new middle 
school at this time.

A work session on Dec. 18 showed 
consensus that the district would 
need to maintain the existing middle 
school building for a few more years 
in the hopes of asking voters for the 
new building later down the line.

“If you remember from the survey 
results, a new middle school did not 
survey well,” said Jody Andres, K-12 
education specialist with Hoffman 
Design, the firm helping the dis-
trict with the referendum process. 
“The results told us that if we put 
it out there, it would probably not 
pass, and there were some different 
reasons for that. We’re only going 
to do the things that the community 
supports.”

Building a new middle school and 
demolishing the existing one would 
cost the district $53.7 million if it was 
done today, about half the money 
of the total projects the district was 
looking at for the proposed referen-
dum. A referendum in 2015 put over 
$9.5 million into updating the current 
Shawano Community Middle School, 
but it has proven to be costly to keep 
it up in recent years.

“The big caveat is, do we put any 
money or investment in the existing 
middle school,” Andres said.

Andres recommended that, once 
the April election is finished, the dis-
trict should start taking a hard look 
at what a future middle school would 
look like and potentially get the com-
munity involved. That way, in a few 
years, if the district decides to pull 
the trigger, a new referendum would 
have a higher likelihood of passing.

It also appears that work on the 
pool at Shawano Community High 
School will be just enough to make 
fixes instead of turning the existing 
infrastructure into a competitive 
pool for the school’s swim team 
instead of the $5 million project ad-
vertised on a community survey sent 
out in the fall.

The pool was one of the more 
favored projects by the community, 
with 45% of respondents saying 
the pool should be fixed while 34% 

favoring closure. However, there 
was concern that making the pool a 
competitive pool under Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
standards would make it less acces-
sible to community members who 
want to use it.

There was also discussion about 
building a second pool to be the 
competitive pool while maintaining 
the existing pool for the community, 
with a price tag of over $13.3 mil-
lion. The concern about doing that, 

though, was whether the district 
could do that while addressing the 
deferred maintenance at the current 
Shawano Community Middle School 
and keeping the referendum under 
the $70 million mark the community 
survey indicated would most likely 
pass the scrutiny of voters in April.

The plan for now is to put a new 
liner in the pool, which doesn’t 
address temperature issues in the 
facility but would give the infrastruc-
ture another five years, according to 

Andres, so that a new pool could be 
properly planned out.

“You’ve got a direction to fix that 
pool,” Andres said. “Does that mean 
minimally fix it or fix it to give you 
another 20-30 years of life?”

Board member John Arens said 
that doing just the one pool and mak-
ing it a competition pool would not 
be a good thing for the district.

“If we just do one pool right now, 
it will be a competition pool, and 
then we’re going to lose the commu-
nity’s trust,” Arens said. “If we want 
to sit down and make a long-range 
plan on some of this stuff, then the 
community can say, this is our goal 
and get behind us on.”

What will be on the ballot is 
expected to include renovations at 
Shawano Community High School, 
which would include expanded 
areas for athletics, performing arts 
and technology education, as well 
as remodeling classrooms and labs 
and addressing critical maintenance 
needs to the tune of about $30 mil-
lion. An additional $9.1 million would 
go into outdoor athletics facilities 
and a stadium that would include 
permanent bleachers and rebuilt 
concessions, ticketing and restrooms, 
along with putting a track at SCHS 
instead of using the SCMS one.

At Olga Brener Intermediate 
School, the district’s second oldest 
facility, officials want to replace the 
roof along with heating/cooling, 
electrical and plumbing systems and 
renovate to make the school fully 
compliant with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act. This is expected to 
cost around $4.4 million.

Hillcrest Primary School would 
also see remodeled facilities, but it 
would also turn underutilized areas 
of the school into a day care, with 
the cost for this school’s work top-
ping out at around $5.2 million.

Board member Bobbi Lemerond 
recommended that the final plan 
include something that will impact 
all students, not just athletics.

“We need to make sure that we’re 
affecting every student in this dis-
trict,” Lemerond said.

A final decision on the referen-
dum question will be voted on Jan. 
8. Once that’s done, the question will 
be put on the ballot for the spring 
general election April 2.

Referendum plans start to coalesce
New middle school out as potential project, while high school pool plans altered

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Shawano School Board member Bobbi Lemerond urges her colleagues to make a decision that “affects 
every student” when figuring out a referendum plan during a Dec. 18 work session as board member David 
Cullen, left, and Hoffman Planning representative Jody Andres look on.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Jody Andres, K-12 specialist with Hoffman Planning, explains the options available to the Shawano School 
Board during a Dec. 18 work session.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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There will be at least one new face 
on the Shawano Common Council in 
2024 as the new election season starts 
to take form.

Lisa Hoffman, who represents the 
fourth aldermanic district, will not 
be running for a new term. She has 
filed papers of non-candidacy, and it 
was announced by City Clerk Lesley 
Nemetz at the Nov. 13 council meeting.

Hoffman declined to comment on 
why she is not running for another 
term. She was first elected to the coun-
cil in 2017 and is currently serving as 
council president.

Also up for election are the second 

and sixth aldermanic districts, as well 
as the mayor’s seat. Mayor Bruce 
Milavitz and Aldermen Jim Hauer and 
John Hoeffs have taken out papers 
to run for another term. Hauer and 
Hoeffs have turned in their signatures, 
according to Nemetz.

The deadline to submit paperwork 
is Jan. 2. Mayoral candidates need the 
signatures of 50-100 city residents, and 
council candidates need 20-40 signa-
tures from residents in their district. 
Anyone interested in running

As of Dec. 19, at least one other 
person, Brian Suprise, submitted a 
declaration of candidacy for the sixth 
district but had not submitted the 
signatures.

The city of Shawano’s taxi 
service could be raising its fares 
as the Shawano Common Council 
approved annual agreements Dec. 
13 with the company running the 
service.

The rates for City Cab are cur-
rently $4 within city boundaries and 
$3 for the elderly and handicapped, 
with an additional $1.25 per mile 
outside the city’s boundaries.

According to Greg Smith, the 
city’s finance director, the rates have 
not been adjusted in at least a de-
cade, but the cost of doing business 
has. He told the council that the cost 
per hour of operating City Cab was 
$25.82 in 2014. Now, it’s $32.95, and 
it’s expected to jump to $37.59 in the 
future.

“Within 10 years, this cost has 
gone up quite significantly, over 
40%,” Smith said. “We haven’t 
raised costs, as far as I can see, in 
over 10 years. So that’s something to 
consider with this rising cost.”

About 57% of the costs are ex-
pected to be covered by a federal 
grant, Smith said, although that will 
not be finalized until April. That will 
be when it’s determined if the rates 

need to increase and by how much.
“At that point, I’ll reach back 

out to you,” Smith told the council. 
“Right now, we’re just going through 
the application process. Being con-
servative in some of our numbers, I 
believe we should be OK, but once 
DOT (Department of Transporta-
tion) comes out with its final alloca-
tions, spreading out the state and 
federal dollars, we should know a 
little bit more.”

The council approved a five-year 
contract with Running Inc., based 
in Viroqua. Running Inc. operates a 
number of transit services through-
out Wisconsin, including Tomah, 
Beaver Dam and Stoughton. The 
contract requires a maximum of 
$443,712.36, based on 11,804 hours of 
service at the $37.59 rate.

According to Smith, two compa-
nies submitted bids for the contract.

The council also approved sub-
mitting an application to purchase 
a new handicap-accessible minivan 
for City Cab, with the city provid-
ing up to $10,000 in matching funds. 
Smith noted that the van being 
replaced will be put up for public 
auction to replenish the funds.

“There are sufficient funds to 
cover that portion of the grant this 
year,” Smith said, who noted the 
total cost of the van could be around 
$75,000.

The council also approved a 
resolution leasing the six current 
vehicles to Running Inc.

Taxi fares in Shawano 
could increase

Costs to operate 
service have gone up 

40% in 10 years
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Hoffman not running for 4th term on council
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Local stores ready for last-minute shoppers

ABOVE LEFT: The “Clock Church,” St. John’s Lutheran Church, overlooks Main Street in downtown Gil-
lett.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

ABOVE: Til the Cows Come Home carries the work of more than 40 Shawano area artists, making for 
extra personal and unique Christmas gifts.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

LEFT: Gingerbread houses and other goodies are featured in the storefront of Fannita’s Bakery in Sha-
wano.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

BELOW: The courtyard next to Salscheiders Antique Bar and Packaged Goods in Oconto Falls is decked 
out for the holidays.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

BOTTOM: Decorated light poles and a Christmas tree at Lions Park are among the welcoming touches in 
downtown Bonduel.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Menominee chefs serve in Washington, D.C.
Alegria, Husby expose 

national politicians 
and other tribes to 
Menominee cuisine

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Menominee chefs Francisco 
Alegria and Leah Husby got the rare 
opportunity to bring Indigenous cui-
sine to Washington, D.C., this month 
as they served up plenty of natural 
taste for the Tribal Nations Summit.

Chef Robert Kinneen from the 
North American Traditional Indig-
enous Food Systems program asked 
Alegria and Husby in November 
if they were interested in cooking 
at the summit, with only five chefs 
across the nation being invited to 
participate. Alegria said that while 
the invitation was last minute with 
only 10 days notice, he and Husby 
were eager to show off the work 
they’re doing as they try to get the 
Menominee people to embrace an-
cestral foods again.

“All the tribal leaders meet for a 
summit in Washington, D.C., so we 
were asked to come represent the 
Menominee and create a menu for 
one of the days,” Alegria said.

He added that the invitation likely 
came as a result of working with 
Sean Sherman, NATIFS founder and 
executive director, in 2022 when 
Sherman came to the Menominee 
Reservation and helped to prepare a 
community feast.

“He got to know us pretty well 
during that event,” Alegria said. “I’d 
cooked with him a couple of times 
previously, but this was where I 
could be one-on-one and talk with 
him.”

During the summit, chefs planned 
a luncheon daily that served 500 
people, as well as a cocktail party 
for 175 people with the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior. Alegria said 
that Menominee menu included a 
wild rice and corn salad using Onei-
da white corn, along with a soup 
with cranberries, kale and smoked 
trout. For dessert, they made a berry 
compote with blueberries macerated 
in maple syrup with some white 
pine.

“We went a little bit more tradi-
tional,” Alegria said, noting that the 
Menominee menu was served on the 
last day of the event. “The fish soup 

was a seasonal 
soup.”

Alegria was 
concerned about 
whether they’d 
be able to get all 
of the ingredients 
needed for the 
meal, being so 
far away from 
the reservation, 
where cranber-
ries, wild rice and 
more are readily 
available, but he 
and Husby pulled 
it off.

“We picked 
the soup because 
there was a 
little more wiggle 
room,” Alegria 
said.

Husby and Alegria also took some 
Menominee tea from a local tea-
maker to Washington and served it 
to people daily.

Alegria noted that the logistics 
were interesting, because the chefs 
had to prepare the meals down the 
road from where the summit was tak-
ing place and then haul it over.

“There was all this security enter-
ing the building,” he said. “There was 
no open flames. There was a chal-
lenge with keeping food warm.”

Alegria and Husby also got to 
speak to national media during the 
summit, but reporters seemed more 
interested in political viewpoints 
than culinary ones. During the sum-
mit, President Joe Biden signed an 
executive order to streamline tribal 
access to federal funding, as well as 
announcing additional steps to help 
preserve Indigenous history and re-
sources along with buffalo expansion 
and preservation.

Husby said the experience is one 
she will always remember.

“Not only is it the highlight of our 
career but also our lifetime to show-
case our community and our foods 
on that level, to make our community 
visible at that level for our young-
sters that are interested in this kind 
of career,” Husby said. “I think, for 
both of us, the magnitude of it hasn’t 
really sunk in yet. Everything was so 
fast while we were there, and then 
we came back and went to work right 
away. It almost seems in a way like it 
didn’t happen, just because it was so 
amazing.”

Alegria noted that it was all busi-
ness in Washington, D.C., but was 
definitely an incredible experience. 

He feels he could go head-to-head 
with other nationally renowned 
chefs.

“After cooking all day, you just 
want to go home and eat something 
because you’re going to do it again 
the next day,” Alegria said. “It wasn’t 
just a one-time thing. We were 
rocking and rolling until we literally 
had to leave from serving our food 
to catch our Uber and then catch a 
plane. I’m glad to be home.”

In addition to working for the 
Menominee tribe through its agri-
cultural program, Alegria and Husby 
operate a catering business on the 
reservation and beyond. Alegria also 
writes a monthly column on Indig-
enous food for NEW Media.

Along with the five chefs, there 
were also aspiring chefs from the 
Southwestern Indian Polytechnical 
Institute in Albuquerque, New Mexi-
co, who helped keep the food coming 
during the summit that took place 
Dec. 3-7. Seeing the SIPI students has 
gotten Alegria thinking of potentially 
doing an Indigenous culinary pro-
gram on Menominee land, although 
the concept has not been discussed 
with tribal officials yet.

“I never knew there was a pro-
gram like that,” Alegria said. “That 
kind of sparked my interest in that 
we could get something like that 
here, some culinary interest here.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

FRANCISCO ALEGRIA

LEAH HUSBY

During their visit to Washington, D.C., Menominee chefs serve up a wild rice and corn salad using Onei-
da white corn, along with a soup with cranberries, kale and smoked trout. Dessert is a berry compote 
with blueberries macerated in maple syrup with some white pine.� FRANCISCO M. ALEGRIA
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Christmas bird counts and last-minute gift ideas
Although it’s been unseasonably 

warm a few weeks before Christmas, 
those winter doldrums are looming 
on the horizon for us sportsmen and 
sportswomen.

The gun-deer season was abnor-
mally quiet for me and many of the 
hunters I talked to. I saw just a few 
deer and nothing within gun range. 
I’m used to hunting the late season, 
though, and will be out enjoying the 
Holiday Hunt (Dec. 24 to Jan. 1) for 
antlerless deer in Waupaca County. 
Depending on my hunting location, 
I’ll be using either a muzzleloader or 
a 7-30 Waters pistol. Shawano also 
has a Holiday Hunt this year.

Archery season (bow and cross-
bow) continues through Jan. 7 in 
most counties and Jan. 31 in a few, so 
bundle up and get out there. If you 
shoot a vertical bow, don’t forget 
the armguard with all those extra 
clothes. Oconto County has the ex-
tended archery season to Jan. 31.

I’ve always had an interest in 
birds, and love to watch them when 
on my deer stand or checking my 
home bird feeders (if I remember 
to fill them). The National Audubon 
Society marks the 124th anniversary 
of its Christmas Bird Count this year, 
when birders nationwide attempt the 
Herculean task of trying to count the 
numbers of as many species as they 
see from Dec. 14 through Jan. 5 (each 
local group chooses a single day for 
their counts).

The grassroots tallies serve as a 
barometer of each species’ health, 
although such a limited search with 
folks that may or may not be skilled 
at bird identification is not a strictly 
scientific endeavor, but it is loads 
of fun and if you hang with a few 
experts (as I have over the years), 
you’ll get better at bird ID. To learn 
more about the Christmas Bird 
Count and find a group in your area, 

visit www.audubon.org/conserva-
tion/science/christmas-bird-count.

Birders are a unique bunch. A rare 
yellow-billed loon made an appear-
ance in Rock Falls, Illinois, when 
I was a reporter for the Telegraph 
Herald in Dubuque, Iowa (I attended 
junior college in nearby Dixon, Il-
linois, but the Arctic visitor quickly 
made both the local and national 
newspapers). The winter visit on 
the Rock River drew birders from 
around the world, eager to add this 
off-course loon to their life lists.

I watched as a member of the 
Linnean Society (the group that gives 
birds their common names, frequent-
ly changing them), wearing a heavy 
parka and holding his camera, waded 
into the frigid river up to his waist to 
get the proper angle of the bird. My 
headline for the story referenced the 
“loony” birdwatchers coming to see 
the loon. How could I resist?

The greatest birder I’ve ever 
met, and probably the best to ever 
practice his craft in Iowa or Illinois, 
was Pete Petersen, owner of Pete 
Petersen’s Wild Bird Shop in the 
village of East Davenport, Iowa. 
When Petersen was a boy, he became 
crippled from polio and couldn’t en-
joy physical sports, so his mom gave 
him a field guide and binoculars. He 
and his wife traveled the world on 
birding adventures.

I went out before dawn one spring 
morning with him when I was a full-
time outdoors writer for the Quad-

City Times in Davenport. He was 
doing a spring breeding bird census, 
and to say he took it seriously was 
like saying teenagers take their cell 
phones seriously. He’d been doing 
the survey for decades, following the 
same route and stopping for a few 
minutes in each spot every year.

We stood on a bridge before sun-
up, and he identified eight or 10 spe-
cies by their calls alone. We hopped 
in his Mercedes and followed a dirt 
road until we saw a “road closed” 
sign. The sign didn’t stop him. He 
drove around it and approached a 
huge ravine filled with construction 
equipment. For a second, I thought 
he was going to try and jump the per-
haps 100-foot gap, but he said, “Oh, 
dear,” and we drove around it on 
another road. Pete complained about 
how this would alter his survey, but 

we had no options. I realized then 
how seriously he took his birdwatch-
ing.

Petersen died of cancer many 
years ago, and he and his wife do-
nated their collection of rare bird 
books to Western Illinois University 
in Macomb: www.wiu.edu/founda-
tion_and_development/profiles/
petersen.php.

Christmas is near, and if you’re 
like me, you’ll be buying some last-
minute gifts. That’s the way we guys 
roll.

A shooting stick is the ideal gift 
for the gun hunter on your list. I use 
one for rifle, pistol and even cross-
bow hunting. The handy ones are 
bipods, and can quickly be adjusted 
to different heights. They will give 
you a much steadier shot and double 
as hiking sticks.

Binoculars are perfect for hunters 
and birdwatchers alike. Don’t go for 
more than 10-power magnification, 
because you can’t hold it steady. 
Great choices are 7x35 or 8x40 
models. You should be able to divide 
the objective lens (bigger number) 
by the power (first number) to get 
a factor of five or more for the most 
clarity. I probably own eight pairs 
of binoculars but can always use 
another.

In the spirit of buying local, I 
recommend a wildlife calendar or 
art derived from trail camera photos. 
Jim Schoenike of Big Oak Products 
(www.bigoakproducts.com) in 
Marion offers calendars and note 
cards for individuals and companies 
wanting to put their logo and mes-
sage on them.

Happy holidays. Time spent with 
family and friends, outdoors or in, is 
time well spent.

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from New London 
and owner of Wolf River Concealed Carry LLC. Readers 

can contact him at Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

Ross Ross 
BielemaBielema

ColumnistColumnist

The pileated woodpecker, Wisconsin’s largest 
woodpecker. These crow-sized birds have power-
ful bills that jackhammer hollow trees for grubs, 
and both their drilling and call can be heard for 
long distances in the Northwoods.� ROSS BIELEMA

WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, DEC. 22

GILLETT: Elementary Music Concert, 10 
a.m., Secondary School Auditorium, 208 
W. Main St.

SATURDAY, DEC. 23
SHAWANO: Advent service, 5 p.m., Zion 

Lutheran Church, 1254 S. Union St.

SUNDAY, DEC. 24
SHAWANO: Christmas Eve services, 9 

a.m. Advent and 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
candlelight, Zion Lutheran Church, 1254 
S. Union St.

GILLETT: Christmas Eve service, 9 a.m., 

Tabor United Methodist Church, 120 W. 
Main St. No 8:30 a.m. worship service.

OCONTO FALLS: Christmas Eve services, 
4 p.m. traditional, 5 p.m. contemporary, 
Grace Lutheran Church, 501 S. Main St.

BONDUEL: Christmas Eve service, 7 
p.m., Zion United Methodist Church, 134 
E. Green Bay St. No 10:30 a.m. worship 
service.

MONDAY, DEC. 25
SHAWANO: Christmas Day service, 9 

a.m., Zion Lutheran Church, 1254 S. Union 
St.

OCONTO FALLS: Traditional Christmas 

Service with Communion, 9:30 a.m., 
Grace Lutheran Church, 501 S. Main St.

TUESDAY, DEC. 26
ABRAMS: Auditions for “Oklahoma,” 

6-8:30 p.m., Nancy Byng Community 
Theater, 5852 Maple St. Tryouts for 
Abrams Spotlight Productions Inc. spring 
musical scheduled for March. Details at 
Abramstheater.com.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 27
ABRAMS: Auditions for “Oklahoma,” 

6-8:30 p.m., Nancy Byng Community 
Theater, 5852 Maple St. Tryouts for 

Abrams Spotlight Productions Inc. spring 
musical scheduled for March. Details at 
Abramstheater.com.

SATURDAY, DEC. 30
SHAWANO: Bonduel Lions Club Fishing 

Derby and Meat Raffle, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Bamboo Bar, W5884 Cedar Court.

SHAWANO: Worship service, 5 p.m., 
Zion Lutheran Church, 1254 S. Union St.

SUNDAY, DEC. 31
SHAWANO: New Year’s Eve service, 9 

a.m. Zion Lutheran Church, 1254 S. Union 
St.
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Christmas not always a happy holiday
The most beloved holiday story 

of all time has to be “A Christmas 
Carol” by Charles Dickens. In 
the days leading up to Christmas 
vacation, I read it aloud with my 
Kaukauna middle school students 
every year from 1982 to 2001. I still 
know it almost by heart.

Dickens is a challenge to read, 
but even my least capable learners 
liked it. They loved watching the 
movie starring George C. Scott, by 
far the best film adaptation of the 
story. I hope they still enjoy it ev-
ery Christmas with their families.

Thinking back to those happy 
days brings to mind a not-so-happy 
fact: many children do not ap-
proach Christmas with eager antici-
pation. I learned that the day before 
Christmas vacation in 1968 when I 
was in my first year of teaching at 
Kaukauna High School.

After the dismissal bell rang, 
I was gathering my things when 
“Mike” came to my classroom, as 
he usually did. Mike was bright but 
had a huge chip on his shoulder. 
I knew he’d gotten into trouble 

both in and out of school. It was 
just teenage stuff, never anything 
serious and never in my class. I re-
ally liked him. Sure, he was rough 
around the edges, a tough kid a lot 
like the farm boys I grew up with. 
Now here he stood, asking if I 
needed any help. I made the dread-
ful mistake of shooing him away. 
“Go home and enjoy your vacation, 
Mike. Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.”

I was relieved when he left 
because I had two stops to make 
before heading home. Our Eng-
lish department had pitched in to 
provide Christmas dinner for a less 
fortunate family, and I had volun-
teered to do the grocery shopping. 

It took a while to get everything, 
and darkness was descending as I 
threw in a package of Oreos as my 
own special treat.

I loaded the car and consulted 
a scrap of paper containing direc-
tions. Soon I found myself in a sec-
tion of Kaukauna many called “the 
other side of the tracks.” I found 
the address, a decrepit old house 
divided into down and upstairs 
apartments. Shivering from more 
than the cold, I saw light in a down-
stairs window. Ascending the crum-
bling cement steps, it was obvious 
no one lived upstairs. I knocked. No 
answer. I knocked again.

Finally, the door opened. There 
stood Mike. I couldn’t help but 
glance inside. Oh my God, how can 
people live like this? I thought. He 
must have read my mind because 
he turned bright red. “What’re 
you doing here, Miss Brantmeier? 
Seemed like you were in a hurry to 
get home.” Now it was my turn to 
blush.

“I brought groceries to make 
Christmas dinner for the family … 
ah … upstairs,” I fibbed.

His reply contained a bit of 
sarcasm. “Nobody up there; un-
in-hab-it-a-ble.” He pronounced 
each syllable carefully, spelled it 
correctly,and proudly grinned. It 
was a vocabulary word we had just 
covered in class.

I thought quickly. “Then I do 
need your help, Mike. Can you 
please take this food?”

“Must be other people who need 
it more’n we do,” Mike countered.

“Maybe,” I said, “but please take 
it; as a favor to me?”

He reluctantly agreed. “All right, 
but only to help you out. You wait 
here; I’ll carry up the bags. Sorry I 
can’t ask you in, but Ma’s sleeping. 

She works nights cleaning.”
When school resumed, I didn’t 

mention the encounter. He’d quit 
dropping by my classroom after 
school, but I didn’t ask him about 
it. I assumed he was embarrassed 
that I’d discovered his home cir-
cumstances. I found out why a few 
weeks later.

I was at the hardware store after 
school when I saw Mike there. He 
was wearing a shirt with the store 
logo. We exchanged smiles, but he 
was busy helping a customer find 
the right tool to fix a leaky faucet. I 
was impressed. Obviously, he had 
found his niche.

As the owner waited on me, 
I thanked him for giving Mike a 
chance.

“Great kid,” he said. “Glad I took 
your recommendation.”

Funny, Mike hadn’t asked if 
he could use me as a reference. I 
smiled and nodded, pleased that 
Mike had trusted me enough to 
know I would say yes.

For the next three and a half 
decades, at least one student hung 
around my classroom on the day 
before Christmas vacation. Long 
after the rest had bolted as if the 
school was on fire, they lingered. I 
did, too. If they felt safer and mer-
rier with me, well, it didn’t cost 
anything to give them a few extra 
minutes.

After all, as Charles Dickens so 
wisely observed: we are all fel-
low travelers to the grave. Indeed. 
Merry Christmas and God bless us 
all, every one.

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, writer, and 
community advocate. She has published eight books, 

four on the history of Townsend, where she and 
husband Jon are happily retired on the beautiful 

Townsend Flowage.

Kathleen Kathleen 
MarshMarsh
ColumnistColumnist
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Danika Wynos is turning from an 
Eagle into a Blue Knight after she 
signed her letter of intent Dec. 15 
to play softball for Dakota County 
Technical College in Rosemount, 
Minnesota.

The Menominee Indian High 
School senior made the announce-
ment official after listening to 
congratulatory remarks from the 
school’s athletic director and a for-
mer coach.

“It’s a testament to dedication, 
discipline, passion that you’ve dis-
played both in the classroom and on 
the field. Today we recognize not 
only her athletic prowess, but also 
her commitment to excellence in 

academics as well,” MIHS athletic 
director James Oshkeshequoam 
said. “As an athletic director, I’m 
very proud to witness the culmina-
tion of your hard work. Not a lot of 
athletes get a lot of opportunities 
to make a step to the next level, so 
I’m really proud to see one of our 
own Menominee athletes reach that 
point.”

Oshkeshequoam praised Wynos’ 
leadership, teamwork and sports-
manship. He said those character-
istics are demonstrated when she 
plays on the field, as well as daily 
in the halls and classrooms in the 
school.

The unwavering support of fam-
ily, friends and school community 
was also noted.

“Your encouragement and guid-
ance have played an integral role in 
the development of Danika,” Os-
hkeshequoam said.

Brian Johnson, one of Wynos’ for-
mer coaches, also congratulated her.

“If you’ve got a Wynos, the kid 
can play ball,” he said. “The question 
was whether she would be feisty like 
Kristina (sister) or more calm like 
(Naomi (sister). What I found is that 
Danika is sort of a mix of both.”

Wynos mainly played at third 
base.

“We knew early on Danika was 
really gifted as third baseman,” John-
son said.

He praised her for being at prac-
tice every single day.

“She was dedicated. She put in 
the work,” he said. “It’s not always 
fun.”

Johnson also praised her passion 
for the game.

“She knew what she had to do to 
win,” he said.

Johnson said Wynos was always a 
great teammate.

“That’s a coach’s dream,” he said. 
“She loved the big moment. That’s 
where your great players are. Two 
outs, bottom of the seventh, bases 
loaded, one-run ball game, she’s 
like, ‘Hit the ball to me. I’ll end this 
thing.’ ‘Let me at the plate. I’ll end 
this thing.’ And I saw that from the 
time she was 8-9 years old.”

He offered her one last piece of 
advice.

“You are playing softball to go to 
college. You’re not going to college 

to play softball,” Johnson said. “Use 
that softball as the ticket to a good 
education, and you’ll have success in 
both.”

Wynos will attend DCTC for two 
years and then go to an undeter-
mined four-year school to compete 
her degree.

“I’m going to be studying psy-
chology. I’ll be going there for two 
years, getting my general education 
done, doing individualized studies,” 
she said. “I chose this school because 
I feel like it’s a good fit for me — a 
good opportunity.”

She wants to become a counselor 
and return to Menominee County to 
work with her community.

She said she’s enjoyed her time 

on the field, both as a youngster and 
now as a high school athlete.

“It was very diverse. I had fun 
playing all my years here,” she said.

Playing third base came naturally 
to her.

The best part of the game?
“Playing third,” she said.
Worst part of the game?
“Probably playing third again.”
Wynos will receive $1,500 in 

scholarship money when she begins 
classes at DCTC.

The Blue Knights are a Division 
2 school. The 2021-22 softball team 
went 4-1 in conference play and was 
15-15 overall.

Wynos signs to play softball in Minnesota
Menominee Indian High 
School senior planning 

to study psychology
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

Menominee Indian High School senior Danika Wynos signs a letter of intent Dec. 15 to play softball 
at Dakota County Technical College in Rosemount, Minnesota. The Division 2 Blue Knights were 4-1 in 
their conference last year. Wynos intends to study psychology.� KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Danika Wynos’ former coach, Brian Johnson, talks 
about the years he spent coaching her and praising 
her for the way she played softball. Wynos signed 
a letter of intent Dec. 15 to play softball at Dakota 
County Technical College in Rosemount, Minne-
sota. He told her to use softball as the ticket to a 
good education.� KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA
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Four players scored in double dig-
its, but the valiant comeback effort by 
the Oconto Falls boys basketball team 
came up one point short in a 71-70 loss 
to Peshtigo in non-conference action 
Dec. 16.

Peshtigo led 36-26 at the half. Ocon-
to Falls’ 44-35 second half brought 
them within a point of a tied game and 
forced overtime.

J.J. Pytleski scored 17 points in-
cluding a trio of 3-pointers. Jameson 
Beaman had 16 points including a pair 
of 3-pointers. Alex Haines scored 11 
points, and Emerich Skarban knocked 
down 10.

Haines led the team with 10 re-
bounds. Brady Bursa, Haines and Bea-
man each had five assists, and Haines 
had four steals.

Marion boasts perfect record
Marion stayed perfect at 8-0 overall 

with a 50-35 non-conference win Dec. 
15 over Elcho. The Mustangs led 34-15 
at the half, while the Hornets won the 
second half 20-16.

Oconto Falls loses to Waupaca
Oconto Falls played close and had a 

very strong second half Dec. 15, but the 
Panthers came up short, losing 59-55 to 
Waupaca in North Eastern Conference 
action.

Waupaca led 28-17 at the break, but 
Oconto Falls battled back and won 
the second half 38-31, coming just four 
points short of forcing overtime.

Alex Haines led Oconto Falls with 
15 points, including two 3-pointers, 
and J.J. Pytleski had 14, including four 
3-pointers.

Haines pulled down 14 boards and 
led with three assists. Three steals 
each were credited to Evan Yuma and 
Pytleski.

The Panthers are 2-5 overall but 0-5 
in conference play.

Pulaski gets 1st conference win
The Red Raiders claimed their first 

Fox River Classic Conference win of 
the season Dec. 15 as they defeated 
Green Bay Southwest 80-54.

Pulaski improved to 1-2 in confer-
ence action and 4-2 overall.

Bonduel mounts comeback
After trailing by 20 at one point in 

the first half Dec. 14, Bonduel out-
scored Weyauwega-Fremont 41-18 in 
the second half to come back and win 
74-63.

The Bears were still trailing 45-33 at 
the break, but the team kicked it into 
high gear to earn the Central Wiscon-
sin East Conference game and improve 

to 3-0 in league play and 4-1 overall.
Noah Weier led Bonduel with 21 

points. Race Anvelink added 19, while 
Cade Johnson and Colin Margelofsky 
each scored 12.

Bowler dominates White Lake
In its first Central Wisconsin North 

Conference game of the season Dec. 
14, Bowler was more than doubled up 
on by White Lake as the Panthers lost 
56-27.

Bowler remains winless on the year 
at 0-5 overall.

Bowler led 15-14 at the break, but 
the Lakers stormed back and won the 
second half 42-12 to claim victory.

Tigers tame Wildcats
Tigerton had little difficulty in 

earning a 61-34 win over Gresham in 
Central Wisconsin North Conference 
action Dec. 14.

Each half was nearly identical in 
scoring, as Tigerton won the first half 
30-18 and outscored Gresham 31-16 in 
the second half.

Maverick Maas and James Brady 
led the Tigers with 14 points each. 
Loghan Wanta led with six rebounds, 
Sam Anheuser had three steals, and 
Cameron Carlson, Joey Zimdars, An-
heuser and Brady each had one assist.

Tigerton improved to 2-1 in the 
conference and 5-1 overall, while 
Gresham fell to 0-2 and 0-6.

Lena loses 3rd conference game
Lena has had no luck in Marinette 

& Oconto Conference action this year, 
losing its third contest 65-27 to Crivitz 
on Dec. 14. Lena, 0-3 in league play, is 
3-3 overall with three non-conference 
wins.

It was all Crivitz as the hosts led 46-
14 at the half. Lena was outscored 19-13 
in the second half.

Lena’s top scorer was Mason Spice 
with nine points.

Gillett defeats Wausaukee
Gillett moved to 3-1 in Marinette & 

Oconto Conference action with a 68-35 
win Dec. 14 over Wausaukee. The visi-
tors led 38-19 at the half and outscored 
Wausaukee 30-16 in the second half.

Aydin Franti led the Tigers with 24 
points. Jesse DeBauch scored 14, and 
Ben Matczak added 10.

Witt-Birn beats Menominee Indian
Four Chargers scored in double dig-

its Dec. 14 as Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
defeated Menominee Indian 75-44 in 
Central Wisconsin East Conference 
action.

“Balanced attack last night,” Witt-
Birn coach Garrett Rogowski said. “A 

lot of guys contributed and gave us 
valuable minutes.”

Jett Rogowski led with 23 points, 
followed by Oliver Fraaza with 11, and 
Jaden Clark and Hudson Miller each 
with 10.

Barron Waupoose led the Eagles 
with 12 points.

The Eagles are 0-3 in conference 
action and 0-6 overall. The Chargers 
are 2-1 and 3-3.

Suring falls to St. Thomas
The Eagles played a good game 

at the start Dec. 14, but St. Thomas 
Aquinas Academy was too much in 
the second half as they defeated Suring 
53-36 in Marinette & Oconto Confer-
ence action.

Leading by just two at the half, 
27-25, STAA outscored Suring 26-11 in 
their coast to a victory.

Suring is 9-4 in conference action 
and 1-5 overall.

Trent VanDenElzen scored 13 
points for the Eagles.

Bonduel defeats Reedsville
Race Anvelink scored 19 points 

Dec. 12 as Bonduel fought back to 
earn a 67-64 non-conference win over 
Reedsville.

The Bears trailed 34-31 at the half 
but used a 36-30 second half to notch 
the three-point win. The team is 3-1 
overall.

All members of the Bears scored, 
including Noah Weier with 17 points 
and Cade Johnson with 11. Also scoring 
were Colin Margelofsky with eight, 
Charlie Tauchen and Quinn Wesen-
berg each with five, and Sam Roberts 
with two.

Bowler falls to Tri-County
Bowler’s record dropped to 0-5 Dec. 

12 with its 63-44 loss to Tri-County in 
non-conference action.

The Panthers held a slim 25-23 lead 
at the half but were blown out in the 
second half, 40-19.

Gresham loses to Port Edwards
Like fellow Central Wisconsin 

North Conference counterpart Bowler, 
the Gresham boys fell to 0-5 overall 
Dec. 12 with its 90-51 defeat at the 
hands of Port Edwards.

Oconto Falls beat by Marinette
Oconto Falls’ two wins this year 

have been non-conference games as 
the Panthers can’t catch a break in 
North Eastern Conference action.

Leading 32-29 at the half over Mari-
nette on Dec. 12, Oconto Falls lost the 
second half 33-27 as they lost the game 
62-59. Oconto Falls is 0-4 in league 

play (2-4 overall), while Marinette is 
1-3 with its first conference win of the 
season.

Alex Haines set the pace for the 
Panthers with his 22 points, eight re-
bounds, two assists and three steals.

Brady Bursa also had two assists.

Pulaski thwarted by Sheboygan
The Red Raiders lost 83-71 to She-

boygan North on Dec. 12 in a Fox River 
Classic Conference matchup.

Pulaski is 0-2 in conference action 
and 3-2 overall. Sheboygan North is 
2-0 in league play and 3-2 overall.

Shawano thrashes Green Bay
Shawano earned its first Bay Con-

ference win of the year with a 76-35 
thrashing of Green Bay West on Dec. 
12.

With a comfortable 37-24 lead at 
halftime, the Hawks kept up the pace, 
opening the second half with a 26-2 
run. When it was done, the Hawks 
outscored Green Bay West 39-11 in the 
half. The team is now 1-2 in the confer-
ence and 2-5 overall.

Logan Sipple led the Hawks with 17 
points. Ryan Shanty scored another 16, 
while Will Verkuilen added 11.

Leading with five rebounds was 
Sipple. Verkuilen and Warner Beyer 
each had four assists, and Verkuilen 
had six steals.

Tigerton beats Elcho in OT
Tigerton needed a 7-5 overtime 

period Dec. 12 to claim a 78-76 victory 
over Elcho in non-conference action.

The Tigers were the strong team in 
the first half, leading 39-28. The Hor-
nets came back in the second half with 
a 43-32 score to send the game into 
overtime with the score tied at 71-71.

Maverick Maas led Tigerton with 
27 points, with Joey Zimdars contrib-
uting 13, and Loghan Wanta and Sam 
Anheuser each adding 10.

Wanta pulled down 16 boards, with 
Zimdars leading with two assists and 
Maas with five steals.

Gillett falls to Oneida Nation
In a battle for the early lead in 

the Marinette & Oconto Conference, 
Gillett came up short Dec. 11 against 
Oneida Nation, losing 55-52. Gillett is 
2-1 in league play, while Oneida Nation 
is 3-0.

Ben Matczak sparked the Tigers 
with 15 points, including four 3-point-
ers. Jesse DeBauch scored 13, and 
Aydin Franti added 10.

The game was tied at 28-28 at the 
break, with Oneida Nation winning the 
second half 27-24.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Panthers lose by a point; Mustangs still perfect
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Shawano/Bonduel extended its 
winning streak to two with a 9-4 win 
over Chequamegon/Phillips/Butter-
nut on Dec. 16 in Park Falls.

Chequamegon took an early 2-0 
lead in the first period before Cam 
Schroeder put Shawano on the board 
at 5:41 to make it 2-1 in favor of the 
home team going into the second 
period.

Chequamegon scored at 0:40 to go 
up 3-1.

That’s when Shawano lit up the 

board. The Hawks scored four times 
in the second period.

Karson Stoss scored at 7:45 with 
a Jeremy Helmuth assist. At 8:10, 
it was Schroeder again with help 
from Gavin Hundt. Brycen Madison 
scored at 16:07 with Stoss assisting, 
and Stoss then scored at 16:50 with 
help from Hundt and Michale Dil-
lenberg.

The third period was a replica of 
the second. Chequamegon scored 
first at 2:40, and Shawano responded 
with four more goals.

Josh Fisken scored at 3:39. Hunter 

Jones, with an assist from Dillenberg, 
scored at 6:20. Hundt scored at 12:03 
with help from Madison, and Waylon 
Snider scored at 15:44, again with 
help from Madison.

Each team served eight minutes in 
the penalty box on four infractions.

Shawano skaters had 41 shots on 
goal.

In the net for the Hawks, Kaiden 
Thornborrow made 11 saves on 13 
shots on goal, and Tyson Lyons had 
10 saves on 12 shots on goal. Each 
gave up two goals.

First win of the season
A 6-2 win over over Manitowoc 

JV marked the first victory of the 
year for the Shawano/Bonduel boys 
hockey team.

Gavin Hundt recorded a hat trick 
in the Dec. 14 home game, with 
Hunter Jones, Josh Fisken and Cam 
Schroeder each scoring a goal as 
well.

“Very proud of our energy this 
evening,” Hawks coach Adam Gaf-
ner said. “As coaches, we’ve been 
preaching to our team to play with a 
greater sense of urgency. It was nice 
to see the team respond.”

Goals were traded evenly in the 
first period, with Hundt scoring first 
with an assist from Karson Stoss to 
put the hosts up 1-0. Then, tied at 1-1, 
Bundt scored at the 10:34 mark only 
to have Manitowoc score again to 
even the score at 2-2 as the period 
ended.

Shawano/Bonduel took control 
of the game with three unanswered 
goals in the second period. Hundt 
recorded his hat trick at 7:07 with 
help from Stoss and Schroeder. Jones 
scored at 9:51 with assists from Jer-
emy Helmuth and Brycen Madison. 
Finally, Fisken scored at 11:49 to give 
Shawano/Bonduel at 5-2 lead.

At 3:57 in the third period, Schro-
eder scored with an assist by Stoss.

“It was great to see all three lines 
scoring tonight,” Gafner said. “We 
haven’t had that yet all season.”

Shawano/Bonduel was penalized 
23 minutes on 10 infractions, while 
Manitowoc JV was called on two 
fouls and served four minutes.

Kaiden Thornborrow worked the 
net for the Hawk and collected 20 
saves on 22 shots on goal. Shawano/
Bonduel had 38 shots on goal against 
Manitowoc JV’s Dan Darlin.

Shawano hockey team gets first two wins

Shawano’s girls wrestlers were 
aggressive against multiple schools 
and captured first place at their own 
Holiday Classic on Dec. 16.

Jenna Moede wrestled well and 
took first place in her finals match 
with a fall in 3:52. Gwyn Hermann 
took second place after a close match 
in the finals.

“Gwyn continues to improve and 
wrestle hard,” coach Mike Homan 
said. “Jenna went 4-0 on the day 
with four pins. Jenna has really been 
wrestling well, and she continues to 
improve.”

Onna Hermann took second place 
as well. Caitlyn Moede took fifth place 
and had the toughest bracket of the 
tournament, as her bracket contained 
four state qualifiers from last season.

Ali Lemerond took second place 
as well.

“She has been wrestling well and 
improving greatly,” Homan said, of 
Lemerond. “Adalyn Barkley took 
fourth place and wrestled some great 
matches. She is learning the sport and 
competing hard in every match.”

Vivian Waldburger took first 

place at 152 pounds. She has been on 
a roll lately, taking advantage of each 
match.

“Her season is off to a great start, 
and we look forward to more growth 
in the coming weeks,” Homan said. 
“Courtney Schenk placed second as 
well. She continues to work hard and 
expand her knowledge of the sport.”

Shawano outscored their oppo-
nents 119-92 and improved to 3-0.

Shawano wins at Brillion
Shawano’s girls wrestling team 

took first place against multiple 
schools at Brillion on Dec. 8. The 
Hawks scored 109 points compared 
to 89 for their opponents as they im-
proved to 2-0 on the season.

“We had multiple girls wrestling in 
finals and placing matches,” Homan 
said. “All of the girls on the team did 
a great job fighting and wrestling hard 
tonight. I’m very proud of all of them. 
The girls keep working hard, and they 
keep improving greatly.”

Earning second-place finishes were 
Jenna Moede, Onna Hermann, Caitlyn 
Moede and Vivian Waldburger. 
Placing third were Ali Lemerond and 
Courtney Schenk.

GIRLS WRESTLING

Shawano Hawks handily 
win Holiday Classic
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

“All of the girls on the team did a great job fighting and 
wrestling hard tonight. I’m very proud of all of them. 

The girls keep working hard, and they keep improving 
greatly.”

MIKE HOMAN, Shawano Community High School wrestling coach
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Shawano’s boys wrestling team 
earned a fourth-place finish at the 
Holiday Classic it hosted Dec. 16.

Drake Herm captured the cham-
pionship at the 144-pound weight 
class.

“Drake is a hard worker, a great 
kid and an outstanding teammate,” 
coach Mike Homan said. “I really like 
the way he attacks people from the 
neutral position. His takedowns are 
something special, and he is always 
ready to go.”

Carsen Herm took second place.
Dylan Gartner wrestled well at 

106 pounds and finished in fourth 
place.

“We look forward to seeing his 
hard work continue as we move into 
the later part of the season,” Homan 
said.

Dane Hodkiewicz took fifth place 
at 113. “Dane has been working hard, 
and competing with some tough 
competition; it was nice to see him 
finish well this weekend at our home 
tournament,” Homan said.

Owen Montour took fourth place 
today at 132.

Shawano tops Seymour
Shawano’s boys wrestling team 

improved to 5-3 with a 49-16 win over 
Seymour on Dec. 14.

“We started at 215 tonight,” 
Homan said. “We took some losses 
right away but did a pretty good job 
giving up decisions and not falls. We 
talked as a team about how impor-
tant it would be to fight off near-fall 
situations; oftentimes that is the dif-
ference in big matches.”

Kia Waukau had a big win at 
heavyweight in an overtime match, 
which got some momentum back for 
the Hawks.

Shawano picked up a big win at 
120 by Chris Hammen-Jung and then 
took forfeits at 126, 138 and 150.

“We picked up some tight wins 
at 144 and 157. Drake and Carsen 
(Herm) continue to wrestle tough 
and aggressive matches; both were 
in control the entire match,” Homan 
said. “We finished the dual off well 
scoring falls at 165, 175 and 190. Drew 
Chelberg, Mason Theis and Connor 
Chelberg all continue to work hard 
in practice, and it shows on the mat. 
They all took advantage of their 
matches tonight and earned the team 
big bonus points. We have a good 
amount of work to do but will con-
tinue to work on it as we progress 
through the season.”

Wrestling at Bay Port
Shawano wrestlers competed 

against others from multiple schools 
at Bay Port on Dec. 9.

The team wrestled 30 teams from 
around the state. Place winners 
were Dane Hodkiewicz in 13th, Kody 
Popelka in seventh, Carsen Herm in 
sixth and Connor Chelberg in 10th.

Lena finishes fourth
Lena’s boys wrestling team fin-

ished in fourth place at home Dec. 14. 
Ashwaubenon placed first, Peshtigo 
was second and in third was Wa-
beno/Laona/Three Lakes.

In Round 1, Pestigo topped Lena 
60-16. Ashwaubenon topped Lena 51-
30 in Round 2 and Wabeno/Laona/
Three Lakes defeated Lena 66-11 in 
Round 3.

Wins against Peshtigo were Sam 
Peterson with a 12-2 major decision, 
Lucas Heimke with a pin in 3:07 and 
Max Peterson with a pin in 2:38.

Against Ashwaubenon, Sam Pe-
terson won by pinfall in 2:33, Heimke 
by pin in 1:58, Max Peterson by pin 
in 2:26, Collin VanArk by pin in 1:04 
and Dylan Urbanek by pin in 2:26.

Lena’s wins over Wabeno/Laona/
Three Lakes were by Sam Peterson 
with a 2-0 decision, Heimke with a 
10-8 decision and Max Peterson by 
technical fall 17-2.

BOYS WRESTLING

Shawano takes fourth 
at Holiday Classic
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

“Drake (Herm) is a hard worker, a great kid and an 
outstanding teammate. I really like the way he attacks 

people from the neutral position. His takedowns are 
something special, and he is always ready to go.”

MIKE HOMAN, Shawano Community High School wrestling coach
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Oconto Falls’ girls basketball team 
won 63-32 in a non-conference victory 
over Peshtigo on Dec. 16. The Panthers 
are 5-2 overall.

Bonduel leads conference
In a battle for the lead in the Cen-

tral Wisconsin East Conference, Bon-
duel declared victory and first place 
Dec. 15 with a 57-31 win over Weyau-
wega-Fremont. The Bears improved to 
4-0 in the conference and 6-2 overall.

Bowler defeats White Lake
Bowler embarrassed White Lake on 

the Lakers’ home court Dec. 15 with a 
77-12 Central Wisconsin North Confer-
ence win.

White Lake scored six points in 
each half, while Bowler ran up 40 in 
the first half and 37 in the second.

Isabella Stevens set the pace with 25 
points and 13 rebounds. Natalie Rickert 
scored 22 points. Weengeetah Mo-
hawk scored 13 points and led the team 
with five steals. Bertina Dodge added 
10 points, had 10 rebounds and led with 
six assists. Paige Treptow rounded out 
the scoring with seven points.

Bowler is 2-0 in conference action 
and 5-3 overall.

Lena beats Gillett
Lena kept its perfect season intact 

with a 44-24 win Dec. 15 over Gillett 
in Marinette & Oconto Conference 
action.

Lena was led by Eva Brooks’ 18 
points, Madilyn Thomson’s 14 and Kali 
Fischer’s 10. Whitney Potter scored the 
team’s other two points.

Brooks led with 13 rebounds, 
Fischer led with three assists, and 
Thomson, Fischer and Potter each had 
three steals.

The Wildcats improved to 5-0 in 
conference action and 9-0 overall. Gil-
lett is 2-3 and 3-4.

Chargers clip Eagles
Wittenberg-Birnamwood improved 

to 3-1 in Central Wisconsin East Con-
ference action with a 66-51 win Dec. 15 
over Menominee Indian.

Rory Salvesen and Melaina Gran-
quist each scored 24 points for the 
Chargers, and Faith Resch scored 10.

Granquist led with 12 rebounds, 
Harper Rogowski led with four assists, 
and Resch led with six steals.

The Chargers are 3-1 in conference 
action and 8-1 overall. The Eagles are 
1-3 in conference play and 3-6 overall.

Pulaski falls to GB
A six-point first half spelled defeat 

for Pulaski, as the Red Raiders lost 42-

20 to Green Bay Southwest.
Trailing 19-6 at the break, Pulaski 

was also outscored 23-14 in the second 
half. They fell to 2-2 in conference 
action and 3-6 overall.

Ellie Mangold scored eight points.

Shawano beats Marinette on road
The Hawks traveled to Marinette 

on Dec. 15 and returned home with 
66-36 non-conference win. Shawano 
improved to 8-2 overall.

Leah Nordin scored 25 points, 
while the Hawks’ defense forced more 
than 20 turnovers.

Suring falls to Niagara
Suring dropped to 2-4 in Marinette 

& Oconto Conference action with a 
50-33 loss to Niagara on Dec. 15.

Suring trailed 19-10 after the first 
half and was outscored 31-23 in the 
second half.

Bunny Cramer led the home team 
with 12 points.

Marion loses to Northland Lutheran
Marion’s girls lost their second 

game of the week Dec. 14, a 49-13 
defeat at the hands of Northland 
Lutheran.

The loss drops the Mustangs to 1-3 
in the Central Wisconsin North Con-
ference standings and 2-6 overall.

Marion is on a break now until Jan. 
4, when they will host Elcho.

Bonduel defeats Amherst
Bonduel remained tied for first 

place in the Central Wisconsin East 
Conference standings after its 45-30 
win over Amherst on Dec. 12. The 
Bears are 3-0 in league play and 5-2 
overall.

Gresham dominates Marion
Gresham had little trouble Dec. 12 

in earning its 73-23 win over Marion 
in Central Wisconsin North Confer-
ence action.

The victory improved the Wildcats 
to 2-0 in league, alone at the top of the 
standings, at 7-1 overall. The Mus-
tangs are 1-2 in conference action and 
2-5 overall.

Lena thwarts Oneida Nation
Eva Brooks led Lena with 20 points 

en route to the team’s fourth Mari-
nette & Oconto Conference win and 
eighth overall Dec. 12. Lena defeated 
Oneida Nation 60-41 to move to 4-0 in 
conference play and 8-0 overall. The 
Wildcats led 36-18 at the half and won 
the second half as well, 24-23.

In addition to Brooks leading her 
team in points, she also led with 17 
boards and eight assists. Brooks and 

Whitney Potter each had three steals.
Madilyn Thomson scored 14 

points, with Potter contributing 10.

Menominee Indian defeated
A strong second half wasn’t 

enough for the Eagles to claim vic-
tory as they lost to Manawa 69-56 in 
Central Wisconsin East Conference 
action Dec. 12.

Down 39-23 at the half, Menominee 
Indian outscored their guests 33-30 in 
the second half, but that still left them 
short of a win.

Urijih Reevis led the Eagles with 
16 points. Adding to the total were 
Ayanna Smith with 13, Aaliyah Corn 
with 12 and Anisa Peters with 10. 
Natalie Peters scored five.

Reevis grabbed 11 rebounds, and 
Lena Wausau had 10. Smith and 
Wausau each had two assists, while 
Reevis and Smith each had three 
steals.

Pulaski beats Sheboygan
Pulaski squeaked by Sheboygan 

North 34-31 on Dec. 12 to improve to 
2-1 in the Fox River Classic Confer-
ence standings. The Red Raiders are 
3-5 overall.

Hawks take down Robins
In non-conference action, Shawano 

didn’t hold back Dec. 12 as the Hawks 
crushed the Antigo Red Robins 63-27. 
The improved Shawano’s overall 
mark to 7-2.

Leah Nordin scored 27 points, and 
Trinity Popelka added 11.

Suring falls to 1st place team
Suring’s 55-42 loss to Coleman on 

Dec. 12 put their hosts at a perfect 
5-0 record in the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference, as Coleman is all alone in 
first place.

Coleman led 26-21 at the half and 

won the second half as well, 29-21.
All Suring girls scored in the game. 

Birdee Cramer led the Eagles with 13 
points, followed by Bunny Cramer 
with 10. Claire Pommerich, Emily 
Peterson and Hailey VanRens each 
scored five, and Paige Pommerich and 
Emma Kristof each scored two.

Witt-Birn defeats Iola-Scandinavia
Wittenberg-Birnamwood hit the 

gas pedal to open the Dec. 12 game 
against Iola-Scandinavia and never let 
up as the Chargers won 73-24 on their 
home court.

Witt-Birn led 42-11 at the half and 
outscored their guests 31-13 in the 
second half to improve to 2-1 in the 
Central Wisconsin East Conference 
and 7-1 overall.

“I really liked our effort tonight 
and how well we played on the defen-
sive end,” coach Nick Mechelke said. 
“One of our keys tonight was to finish 
our opportunities, and we shot well.”

Rory Salvesen’s 25 points alone 
were enough to top Iola-Scandinavia’s 
total. Melaina Granquist added an-
other 15, and Faith Resch scored 12.

Oconto Falls beats Waupaca
The Oconto Falls girls dispatched 

Waupaca with little resistance, 71-29, 
in North Eastern Conference action 
Dec. 11.

The victory moved the Panthers 
to 3-2 in league play and 4-2 overall. 
Oconto Falls led 39-20 at the half 
and outscored Waupaca 32-9 in the 
second half.

Kati Raddatz led the Panthers with 
23 points, including seven 3-pointers, 
and Rylie Shallow scored 12.

Raddatz also led her teammates 
with eight rebounds. Bailee Gorman 
had five assists, and Shallow had 
seven steals.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Lena stays perfect with win over Gillett

Sports is one of the first sections that readers dive into as they are eager 
to find out how their favorite teams are doing during the season. While 

we strive to cover as much sports as possible across three counties, 
helping hands with writing and photography skills are always welcome.

NEW Media seeks correspondents to cover sports in Shawano, Oconto 
and Menominee counties. We cover more than a dozen high schools in 
the area, and writers who can report a game fairly and accurately while 

producing jaw-dropping action photos can go far with us.

SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Send a resume, writing and photography samples to 
editor Kevin Passon at kpasson@newmedia-wi.com.
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HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,

is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 1-888-686-1458
(WCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-

blocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off

Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-948-3442

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter

protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 

Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-920-3533

(WCAN)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can
install a new, custom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For a limited time,

we're waiving all installation costs!
Additional terms apply. Subject to

change and vary be dealer. Offer ends
12/31/23 1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a GENERAC home

standby generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-year warranty w/qualifying

purchase*. Call 1-877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not just a

generator. Its a power move. (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best
looking & longest lasting material, steel

from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to

last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - up to 50% OFF Installation +

Add'l 10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders) Call Erie

Metal Roofs 1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
Replace your roof with the best looking
and longest lasting material ? steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer ? up to 50% off installation +

Additional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st responders.) Call

Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-619-2373

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and

SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-855-659-0649

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer -
$1000 off or No Payments & No

Interest for 18 months for customers
who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call today! 1-

877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A
NEW SHOWER? American Standard

makes it easy. FREE design 
consultation. Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see how
you can save $1,000 on installation, or

visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
(WCAN)

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? ....
GET RESULTS! Affordable advertising

that fits your budget! Reach OVER
300,000 homes! Place your ad in MANY
weekly Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers'
Guide papers for as low as $36.00 Call

today! Publishers
Development Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.)
1-800-236-0737 www.pdsadnet.com

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 
920-834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

Classified advertising at it's best. Reach
over 250,000 homes in 

northeast WI and Upper Michigan. Place
your ad in over 25

newspapers/shoppers. Just go to
www.greatnorthernconn.com. Fast, easy

and affordable.

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 
920-544-5596. TF

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member 

publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many 

unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more

information, or to file a 
complaint regarding an ad, please
contact The Department of Trade, 

Agriculture & Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

AKC GOLDEN RTRVR PUPS Ready
Now! Shots/Wormed/Vetchk'd $495 

715-267-3271

AKC REG COCKER SPAN PUPS
Holiday Special: 2for1 WOW! Sweet
Adorable Pets Shots 920-563-3410
mornings #268588 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

AKC REG KING CHARLES 
CAVALIER PUPS 2M 2F Vet/shts
Ready Now $600 715-701-2066

ARE YOU A PET OWNER? Do you
want to get up to 100% back on Vet
Bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance

Company has pet coverage that can
help! Call 1-844-244-7146 to get a free

quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/wicp (WCAN)

BOSTON RAT TERRIER PUPS
Shots/Wormed/Vetckd Can Dlvr $400

715-255-2661 (#269146)
BOSTON TERRIER PUPPIES

Males/Females Health Guar Ready now!
$650 715-937-0916

CHOC LAB PUPS Born 10/26/23
shot/worm $500 call/reserve 
608-396-1374 608-488-2393

CUTE & CUDDLY PUREBRED
BORDER COLLIE PUPS

Shots/Wormed Great Pet/Working Dogs
Parents/site $150 715-667-3342

F1-B TRI-COLOR BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES shots/ dews/wormed/vet ck.
The PERFECT Xmas gift! $800-$1000

715-721-5375 (WCAN)
GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS AKC 

Excel Temp Genetic Guarantee 
Parents OFA'd 715-537-5413

www.jerland.com #268001-DS
(WCAN)

Golden Retriever Puppies Ready for
Christmas, Dec. 17th. Vet-checked/
dewormed/shots/reg.parents. Family
raised indoors. $500. 920-371-1730

920-973-5110. Also available early Jan.
Blk&Brn Lab/Beagle puppies. Vet-

checked/dewormed/shots/family-raised
indoors $100.

GOLDENDOODLE PUPS Medium ones
$395 & Mini $500 CUTE! 715-409-0533

GOLDENDOODLE PUPS
Shots/Wormed/Vet-chkd Can Dlvr $400

715-255-2661 (#269146)
MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-allergenic,
Non-shed, shots/vet F-$600, M-$500;
PUREBRED REG COCKER SPANIEL

PUPPIES 715-758-2433
POMERAINIAN PUPS Playful Friendly

Vet chk/shots/dewormed $600 
715-654-5149

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS Brindle &
Fawn colored Shots UTD Ready Now!

$500
715-701-1473

PUREBRED GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPPIES Shots/Wormed, M-$450, F-

$500 cash only
715-267-6370 No Sunday Calls

REG SAMOYED PUPS Shots/VetChkd.
Health Guaranty $950-$1200 OBO

Cute! 715-773-8471
REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER 

PUPPIES Vet checked/ wormed/dews,
$1000 No Sun Calls 715-409-3321

(495932) (WCAN)
Sheltie Mix Pups intelligent & Good

w/kids. $100 No sunday Calls. 
715-223-1119

Shih-Poo pups Very Cute Friendly
Ready to Go Now! Non-shed shots/vet

715-758-2433
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TRY A GNC CLASSIFIED!!!
Total coverage with a  combination of over 30 Publications for

$49.95!!!
This includes  

Northeastern Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan!!

Call 715-526-6188 to find out how easy it is to place your ad!!!

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at
1-844-406-2647 today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION AHEAD OF
THE YEAR-END! Donate Your Car,
Truck or SUV to assist the blind &

visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup & secure a

generous year-end tax credit. Call
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND today at! 

844-374-3067 (WCAN)

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

Buying junk cars and trucks. No title
needed, but vehicles must be lien free.

No charge for pick up. Paying cash.
Also buying Aluminum Rims, Brake

Rotors & Copper.
Call 715-851-7027 or 715-250-2506

for questions or pricing.

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT
Maintenance Man needed.

Flexible hours.
15-20 hrs. per week. Shawano area.

Must have valid driver's license.
Call 715-526-6145 for more information.
OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT Put Your
Career in Gear!! Competitive wages &
full benefits. Mileage, Drop pay, Paid

weekly Home weekends, NO east/west
coast, 28 central states. Van & Hopper

Division. Agriculture 
experience a plus. Fox Valley company

since 1958
Call Frank 920-788-6242 or 920-858-
0238. Van Groll Trucking, Kaukauna

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
home internet with EarthLink. Enjoy

speeds from 5G & 4G LTE networks, no
contracts, easy installation, & data plans

up to 300 GB. Call 844-223-7265
(WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians Mutual Insurance 

Company. Coverage for (350+) 
procedures. Real dental insurance -
NOT just a discount plan. Don't Wait!

Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
nformation Kit with all the details! 

855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity

#6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your
favorite live TV, sports, & local 

channels. 99% signal reliability!
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 12

months. HBO Max & Premium
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or higher) No 
annual contract, no hidden fees! Some

restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3 Months on Us!
Watch pro & College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL, College 

Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf & more.
Some restrictions apply Call 

DIRECTV 1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

FREE high speed internet for those
that qualify. Government program for

recipients of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance,

WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet

service. Bonus offer: Android tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free

shipping & Handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-855-454-6827

(WCAN)
HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard

Installation for lease
customers! Limited Time 

Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System. Whether

you're home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long Term Contracts!

Free Brochure! Call Today! 
1-855-491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of death,
according to the AMERICAN HEART

ASSOCIATION. Screening can provide
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 

schedule your screening. Special offer -
5 screenings for just $149! 

Call 1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)
SWITCH & SAVE UP TO $250/YEAR
on your talk, text & data. No contract &

no hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with
flexible data plans. Premium 

nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based
customer service. For more info, 

call 1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

Switch to DISH Get up to a $300 gift
card! Plus get the Multisport pack

included for a limited time! Hurry, call for
details: 1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or

health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral & other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance Company
844-433-5898 or visit

www.Life55plus.info/wcp (WCAN)

HHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEHHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
New 2 Bedroom 2 Bath home for sale

This home is located in beautiful 
Evergreen Park near Mountain WI. This

new construction home
features stainless kitchen appliances
washer and dryer, window blinds and

valance, white cabinets and
interior trim, covered concrete patio and

covered two car parking. 
Evergreen Park features indoor pool,

game room, tennis and pickleball court,
fitness area, and internet workstation

and management office.
Site fees are $275 monthly. On site

maintenance plans available to shovel
snow and cut grass. This new

home is listed at $85,000. Call 715 276
1209 or on line

www.liveinevergreenpark.com

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

Vacation Home for sale
This 3 bedroom 1.5 bath home is fully
furnished, located in Evergreen Park

near Mountain WI.
Furnishing include 3piece living room
set with electric fireplace, twin over full

log bunk beds, twin over
twin lig beds, queen bed and dresser in
master bedroom with half bath. Kitchen

is fully equipped with
cookware and appliances Evergreen
Park features indoor swimming pool,

game room,fitness area and
management office. Site fees are $275 a
month. This turnkey home home is listed

at $28,000. Call 715 276
1209 or on line

www.liveinevergreenpark.com.

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees

cancelled in 2019. Get FREE
informational package & learn how to

get rid of your timeshare! FREE 
consultations. Over 450 positive 

reviews. CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $650 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $695 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $615 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

Dial
715-526-6188
to advertise here
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Proceedings of Dec. 15
• Rodney L. Baumgarten, 42, Gillett, was 

placed on one year of probation by Judge 
Jay Conley after he withheld sentencing 
for possession of a firearm by a person 
convicted of a felony, in connection with an 
incident that occurred Nov. 25, 2020.

• Justin John Ault, 34, Sobieski, pleaded 
no contest to operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated (fifth or sixth offense) and 
a misdemeanor count of operating while 
his license was revoked, in connection with 
an incident that occurred Nov. 5. Judge 
Michael T. Judge scheduled sentencing 
for Feb. 19 and ordered a pre-sentence 
investigation.

• An April 17-18 jury trial was scheduled 
for Paul J. Frewerd, 51, Peshtigo, who faces 
four counts of mistreatment of animals 
causing death, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Oct. 1 and 
Oct. 5, 2020; and misdemeanor charges 
of resisting a conservation warden, in 
connection with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Nov. 22, 2020, counts of illegal 
shining and failure to obtain required 
hunting approval, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Sept. 
1, 2020; and resisting or obstructing an 
officer, in connection with the alleged 
incident of Oct. 5, 2020. Judge scheduled a 
final pre-trial conference for April 8.

• After testimony, Conley ruled that 
Wildon Jerome Dillard, 27, Chicago, is not 
competent to assist in his own defense but 
may be restored to competency. Dillard is 
charged with driving or operating a motor 
vehicle without the owner’s consent, as 
well as a misdemeanor count of resisting or 
obstructing and officer, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred May 30.
Proceedings of Dec. 14

• A March 21 jury trial was scheduled 

for Maxwell Richard Mellen, 41, Green 
Bay, who is charged with possession of 
methamphetamine in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred July 13. 
Judge scheduled a final pre-trial conference 
for March 4.

• An April 17 jury trial was scheduled for 
Tyler Roger Coyle, 30, Neenah, on charges 
of possession of methamphetamine and 
misdemeanor charges of possession of 
THC, possession of drug paraphernalia and 
operating a motor vehicle while his license 
was revoked, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred April 30. Judge 
scheduled a final pre-trial conference for 
April 8.

• An April 17 jury trial was scheduled 
for Shane P. Hamlin, 29, Green Bay, on 
charges of possession of THC (second or 
subsequent offense) and misdemeanor 
possession of drug paraphernalia, in 
connection with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Jan. 4. Judge scheduled a final 
pre-trial conference for April 8.

• Christopher Harvey Belland, 45, 
Bonduel, pleaded not guilty to theft by 
false representation, two counts of issuing 
worthless checks, two counts of felony bail 
jumping and one count of misdemeanor 
bail jumping, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred June 2, 
as well as theft by false representation, 
issuance of worthless checks greater than 
$2,500, two counts of felony bail jumping, 
and misdemeanor counts of issuance of 
worthless checks less than $2,500 and bail 
jumping, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Aug. 17. Conley 
scheduled a pre-trial conference for Feb. 15.

• Jacob S. Barber, 36, Crivitz, waived his 
right to a preliminary hearing and pleaded 
not guilty to possession of narcotic drugs, 
maintaining a drug trafficking place, felony 

bail jumping and misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred Aug. 31. 
Judge scheduled a plea hearing for Jan. 16.

• Anthony Barrett Wood, 39, Lakewood, 
waived his right to a preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty to substantial 
battery and misdemeanor counts of 
disorderly conduct and resisting or 
obstructing an officer, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred June 12. 
Judge scheduled a pre-trial conference for 
Feb. 15.

• Danielle Kristie Marcotte, 37, Oconto 
Falls, waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on three 
counts of child abuse intentionally causing 
harm, five misdemeanor counts of child 
neglect, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Sept. 7. Conley 
scheduled arraignment for Jan. 11.

• Bond was set at $2,000 cash for David 
Lawrence Vanness, 57, Luxemburg, after he 
was charged with operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated (fifth or sixth offense) and 
operating with a prohibited blood-alcohol 
content, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Sept. 30. Judge 
adjourned his initial appearance to Jan. 11.

• A $5,000 signature bond was set 
for James John Crouse, 51, Menominee, 
Michigan, after he was charged with 
possession of THC (second and 
subsequent offense) and misdemeanor 
charges of operating a motor vehicle while 
his license was revoked and possession of 
drug paraphernalia, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Nov. 16. 
Judge adjourned his initial appearance until 
Jan. 11.
Proceedings of Dec. 13

• Michael R. Mayville, 58, Abrams, was 
sentenced to 120 days in jail for possession 

of narcotic drugs, in connection with an 
incident that occurred Nov. 19, 2022.
Proceedings of Dec. 12

• Joaquin Julian Alba, 28, Gillett, 
pleaded guilty to misdemeanor counts 
of endangering safety by the use of a 
dangerous weapon, criminal damage 
to property and disorderly conduct, in 
connection with an incident that occurred 
April 17, and a felony charge of bail 
jumping, in connection with an incident 
that occurred Oct. 11. Judge scheduled 
sentencing for Feb. 16 and ordered a pre-
sentence investigation.

• Nicole M. Harris, 40, Oconto, pleaded 
no contest to two counts of misdemeanor 
possession of THC, in connection with 
incidents that occurred Feb. 23 and 
March 13, as well as possession of 
methamphetamine, in connection with 
the March incident. Judge scheduled 
sentencing for Feb. 2 and ordered a pre-
sentence investigation.

• Caiden R. Whitehead, 17, Oconto, 
pleaded no contest to second-degree 
recklessly endangering safety and a 
misdemeanor count of resisting or failing 
to stop, in connection with an incident 
that occurred Sept. 20. Judge approved a 
deferred judgment agreement on the felony 
count, and for the misdemeanor he levied 
fines and placed Whitehead on one year of 
probation with conditions, including 15 days 
in the Oconto County Jail.

• Andrew A. Cherry, 25, Pulaski, waived 
his right to a preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty to felony bail jumping 
and misdemeanor counts of operating a 
motor vehicle while his license was revoked 
and violating an ignition interlock order, in 
connection with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Aug. 13. Judge scheduled a pre-
trial conference for Feb. 16.

OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

OCONTO COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
Dec. 14

Deputies responded to 43 incidents, 
including suspicious activity on 
Whiffen Lane in the Town of Mountain, 
suspicious activity on Menominee Line 
Road in the Town of Underhill, property 
damage on Pioneer Drive in the Town of 
Abrams, a disturbance near Lade Beach 
Road and County Road S in the Town 
of Little Suamico, a death investigation 
in the Town of Townsend, internet 
fraud on Habeck Lane in the Town of 
Abrams, suspicious activity on Coral 
Berry Road in the Town of Abrams, four 
traffic stops, one traffic hazard, one 
traffic offense, three citizen assists, 
five miscellaneous traffic incidents, 
two welfare checks; three 911 hangups 
and one open line; two crashes, one 
involving deer.
Dec. 13

Deputies responded to 36 incidents, 
including suspicious activity on Bonita 
Lane in the Town of Breed, sexual 

assault in the Town of Little Suamico, 
suspicious activity near County Roads B 
and A in the Town of Spruce, four traffic 
stops, one traffic hazard, three traffic 
offenses, one citizen assist, one welfare 
check; one 911 hangup and five open 
lines.
Dec. 12

Deputies responded to 48 incidents, 
including attempted burglary on Sherrie 
Lane in the Town of Underhill, an 
animal bite on County Road WW in the 
Town of Little River, a jail incident on 
Arbutus Avenue in Oconto, harassment 
on Arbutus Avenue in Oconto, three 
traffic stops, one traffic hazard, three 
traffic offenses, two citizen assists, one 
miscellaneous traffic incident; two 911 
hangups and one open line.
Dec. 11

Deputies responded to 33 incidents, 
including theft on Pat Lake Lane in the 
Town of Mountain, suspicious activity 
on Bear Lake Lane in the Town of 

Lakewood, sexual assault in the Town 
of Brazeau, drugs in Gillett, three traffic 
stops, two traffic hazards, two citizen 
assists, two miscellaneous traffic 
incidents, one welfare check; two open-
line 911 calls; one ambulance call; three 
crashes, one involving deer.
Dec. 10

Deputies responded to 28 incidents, 
including suspicious activity on 
County Road C in the Town of Morgan, 
suspicious activity near Rost Road and 
County Road J in the Town of Little 
Suamico, five traffic stops, two traffic 
hazards, one traffic offense, three 
miscellaneous traffic incidents, one 
welfare check; two 911 hangups and 
three open lines; three ambulance calls; 
three crashes.
Dec. 9

Deputies responded to 26 incidents, 
including suspicious activity near state 
Highway 32 and South Chase Road 
in the Town of Chase, trespassing on 

Bonita Road in the Town of Breed, 
an animal bite on Parkway Road in 
the Town of Brazeau, harassment 
on Maplewood Lane in the Town of 
Little Suamico, five traffic stops, one 
traffic offense, one citizen assist, two 
miscellaneous traffic incidents, one 
welfare check; three open-line 911s; one 
ambulance call; three crashes.
Dec. 8

Deputies responded to 48 incidents, 
including a noise disturbance on Harley 
Street in the Village of Lena, drugs in 
Gillett, a structure fire on East Brown 
Road in the Town of Little Suamico, an 
animal bite on County Road I in the 
Town of Stiles, suspicious activity on 
Manor Drive in Suring, fire on Deer 
Track Lane in the Town of Townsend, 
15 traffic stops, one traffic hazard, four 
traffic offenses, one citizen assist, four 
miscellaneous traffic incidents, one 
welfare check; one 911 hangup and two 
open lines; one crash.
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SATURDAY MORNING / AFTERNOON DECEMBER 23
7 AM 7:30 8 AM 8:30 9 AM 9:30 10 AM 10:30 11 AM 11:30 12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30 4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30

ABC
 (9) WAOW
 (2) WBAY

Good Morning Amer-
ica (N)

(9) Good Morning 
America (N)
(2) Action 2 News: 
This Morning (N)

(9) Wildlife
(2) Good 
Morn.

(9) oh 
baby!

(9) Hearts 
of
(2) Wildlife

(9) Vets-
Pets
(2) oh 
baby!

College Football Birmingham Bowl: Troy vs. Duke Troy (11-2) makes a short trip up 
Interstate 65 for the Birmingham Bowl versus Duke (7-5). (N) (Live)

College Football Lockheed Martin Armed Forces Bowl: James Madison vs. Air Force 
Air Force (8-4) battles with James Madison (11-1) in the Armed Forces Bowl from Fort 
Worth, Texas. (N) (Live)

CBS
 (5) WFRV
 (7) WSAW

(5) Mis-
sion
(7) (6:00) 
CBS Sat

(5) Hope in 
the Wild

(5) CBS 
Sat (N)
(7) Lucky 
Dog

(7) Inno-
vation 
Nation

(7) Mis-
sion 
Unstop-
pable

(7) Hope in 
the Wild

Tails of 
Valor “Best 
of Friends”

Recipe 
Rehab 
“Pork 
Chops”

(5) Out-
doors
(7) Paid

NFL 
Slimetime 
(N)

Triple Crown Rodeo 
Season Recap (N)

Rogue Invitational 
Women’s CrossFit (N)

Rogue Invitational 
Men’s CrossFit (N)

College Basketball Vanderbilt at Memphis 
From the FedEx Forum in Memphis, Tenn. 
(N) (Live)

(5) TBA
(7) The 
Good Side 
(N)

CBS 
Weekend 
News (N)

FOX
 (55) WZAW
 (11) WLUK

(55) Planet
(11) (6:00) 
News (N)

(55) Xplo-
ration 
Outer 
Space

(55) Super 
Animals 
(N)

(55) Nature 
Knows 
Best

(55) Paid
(11) 
Prostate 
Health

(55) Paid 
Program
(11) Walk-
Fit!

Paid 
Program-
ming

(55) Paid
(11) Parade

(55) Mi-
lovats’ 
Christ-
mas

(11) Great-
est Sports

(55) 
Sounds of 
the Sea-
so...

(55) The 
Good Side

(55) The 
Spirit Of 
The Sea-
son

(55) St. 
Mary’s 
Ch

College Basketball Arizona vs. Florida Atlantic 
From T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. (N) (Live)

(55) Christ-
mas
(11) Win..

(11) Skyfox 
Winter

(55) Shel-
don
(11) Sports

(55) Shel-
don
(11) Wheel

NBC
 (26) WGBA
 (12) WJFW

(26) Today
(12) (6:00) 
Today

(12) 906 
Outdoors

(12) The 
American 
Athlete

(26) Paid 
Program-
ming
(12) Eart..

Wild King-
dom

Earth 
Odyssey

Play It 
“Charity 
Starts at 
Home”

One Team-
Sports

(26) Paid
(12) Wild 
Child

Premier League Soccer Liverpool vs. Arse-
nal Liverpool is up against Arsenal at Anfield 
in matchround 18 of the 2023-2024 Premier 
League. (N) (Live)

Prem Goal 
Zone (N) 
(Live)

Football Night in America (N) 
(Live)

NFL Football Cincinnati Bengals at Pittsburgh Steelers The 
Steelers seek a season-series sweep of the Bengals. Pitts-
burgh prevailed 16-10 in Week 12. (N) (Live)

PBS
 (20) WHRM
 (36) WLEF
 (38) WPNE

Wild 
Kratts 
“Kickin’ It 
With the 
Roos”

Arthur’s Perfect 
Christmas

Daniel 
Tiger’s 
Neighbor-
hood

Best of 
Sewing 
With 
Nancy

Love of 
Quilting 
“Sweet 
Happy 
Homes”

Garden 
“Research 
& Teaching 
Laborat..

Wood-
shop “Ad-
irondack 
Camp 
Chair”

Jacques 
Pépin 
“Autumn 
Leaves”

Dooky 
Chase 
“Family 
Gathering”

Taste 
“Roots 
Kitchen & 
Cannery; 
Bozema..

Cook’s 
Country 
“Biscuits 
and Chick-
en”

Test 
Kitchen 
“Stir-Fry 
and Con-
gee”

Milk Street 
Televi-
sion

Sara’s 
“Week-
night Two 
for One”

Mexican 
“Los mari-
achis”

This Old 
House

Ask This 
Old House

Rick 
Steves’ 
Europe

Welcome 
to My 
Farm “Ice 
Ice Baby”

The Lawrence Welk 
Show “Christmas 
(Sandi Griffiths)”

 (32) WACY Hearts of oh baby! Paid Makeov.. Paid Outdoo.. MidWest Bensin.. World’s Pets.TV SOS Fisher.. Walleye Outdoo.. Wingsh.. Heartland ModFam ModFam Goldbe.. Goldbe..

 (46) WTPX Bones Bones Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU
CW

 (14) WCWF
 (34) WYOW

(14) Out-
door
(34) Into 
Wild

(14) Paid
(34) Into 
Wild

(14) Into 
Wild
(34) Into 
Wild

(14) Into 
Wild
(34) Into 
Wild

(14) Into 
Wild
(34) Pet Vet

(14) Into 
Wild
(34) Open 
Rd

(14) Pet Vet
(34) Res-
cue

(14) Open 
Rd
(34) Paid 
Prog.

(14) Sci-
ence
(34) Mov-
iefo..

Paid 
Program-
ming

(14) Walk-
Fit!
(34) His-
tory

(14) Cook-
Like
(34) Holl..

(14) A Family Matters Christmas (‘22) Jo Marie 
Payton-Noble.
(34) Santa Stole Our Dog! (‘17) Ed Asner.

(14) Sports
(34) High-
way

(14) Great-
est Sports

(14) Paid
(34) Blood-
line

(14) Walk-
Fit!

(14) Last 
Man
(34) Burg-
ers

(14) Last 
Man
(34) Burg-
ers
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SATURDAY EVENING DECEMBER 23
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
 (9) WAOW
 (2) WBAY

To Be Announced (9) College Football SRS Distribution Las Vegas Bowl: Utah vs. Northwestern The Wildcats (7-5) roll into their Las Vegas Bowl meeting against the Utes (8-4). 
(N) (Live)
(2) College Football SRS Distribution Las Vegas Bowl: Utah vs. Northwestern The Wildcats (7-5) roll into their Las Vegas Bowl meeting against the Utes (8-4). 
(N) (Live)

(9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News 
at 10 (N)

(9) (:35) Weird Earth
(2) (:35) Investi-
gateTV

(2) (:05) The Song 
"Peter Frampton" 
Guests Peter 
Frampton

(9) (:35) Storm of
(2) (:35) Opry (N)

CBS
 (5) WFRV
 (7) WSAW

(5) Green & Gold 
Tailgate Show
(7) News Channel 7 
at 6 (N)

(5) Wisconsin
(7) Inside Ed. (N)

When Christmas Was Young (‘22) Tyler Hilton, Meghan Heffern, Karen David. A music 
manager falls for a gifted singer-songwriter who abandoned her dreams of making it big.

48 Hours (N) (5) Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 10 (N)

(5) (:35) To Be An-
nounced
(7) (:35) Beat the 
Odds

(5) (:05) Friends
(7) (:05) The Song 
Peter Frampton

(5) (:35) Friends
(7) (:35) Opry (N)

FOX
 (55) WZAW
 (11) WLUK

(55) Big Bang "The 
Occupation Recali-
bration"
(11) Jeopardy!

FOX College Hoops 
Tip-Off (N) (Live)

College Basketball St. John’s at Connecticut From XL Center in Hartford, Conn. (N) 
(Live)

(55) World Chase 
Tag
(11) Fox 11 News at 
Nine (N)

(11) Seinfeld "The 
Strike"

Beat Shazam “From Worst to First!” A team 
of siblings; a stepfather/daughter team.

(55) S.W.A.T. "Reck-
oning"
(11) Paid Program-
ming

(11) The King of 
Queens "Noel 
Cowards"

NBC
 (26) WGBA
 (12) WJFW

(3:30) NFL Football Cincinnati Bengals at 
Pittsburgh Steelers From Acrisure Stadium 
in Pittsburgh. (N) (Live)

(:05) Extended Fam-
ily “Pilot” (N) (P)

(:35) Night Court 
“The Night Court 
Before Christmas” 
(N) (SP)

(:05) Saturday Night Live A Saturday Night Live Christmas Special A star-studded collec-
tion of popular Christmas-themed sketches from “Saturday Night Live.”

(26) NBC26 News at 
10pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 
12 (N)

Saturday Night Live

PBS
 (20) WHRM
 (36) WLEF
 (38) WPNE

Antiques Roadshow “Naughty or Nice” 
Highlights from past seasons include an 
1863 Temperance lithograph and letter by 
Gerald Ford.

Father Brown “The Wheels of Wrath” A 
group of bikers cause outrage and excite-
ment in equal measure in Kembleford.

Death in Paradise The team must prove 
Neville’s innocence after Professor Cart-
wright is murdered.

Jamaica Inn “Episode 2” When Mary sus-
pects her uncle of murder, she confides in 
the local vicar, Francis Davey.

Doc Martin “The Shock of the New” Martin’s 
GMC report requires that he pass three re-
fresher courses, starting with phlebotomy.

Agatha Christie’s Poirot “The Million Dollar 
Bond Robbery” Seasickness may thwart 
Poirot’s efforts in a challenging case.

 (32) WACY Family Feud Two Half Men Someone They Knew S.W.A.T. “Sins of the Fathers” S.W.A.T. “Reckoning” The Simpsons Housewife Housewife Mom

 (46) WTPX Law-SVU “Silent Night, Hateful Night” Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit
CW

 (14) WCWF
 (34) WYOW

(14) Big Bang
(34) Good Dr

(14) The Big Bang 
Theory "The Con-
vention Conundrum"

Christmas With The Chosen: Holy Night (N) (14) The Rookie
(34) Liquidator

(34) TMZ (N) (14) The National 
Desk (N) (Live)

(34) ›› A Knight’s 
Tale (‘01) Mark Addy, 
Heath Ledger.

(14) AWLO Tonite (14) TMZ (N)

SUNDAY MORNING / AFTERNOON DECEMBER 24
7 AM 7:30 8 AM 8:30 9 AM 9:30 10 AM 10:30 11 AM 11:30 12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30 4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30

ABC
 (9) WAOW
 (2) WBAY

Good Morning Amer-
ica (N)

(9) This Week (N)
(2) Action 2 News: 
This Morning (N)

(9) Capitol
(2) This 
Week

(9) Up-
Front

(9) Finan-
cial
(2) Up-
Front

(9) Pack-
ers
(2) Hearts 
of

(9) Cold-
well
(2) Vets-
Pets

(9) Discov-
er Wiscon-
sin..

(9) Out-
doors
(2) Seas..

(9) Holi-
days
(2) The 
Good

(2) A Bay-
lor Christ-
mas

(2) Mark Milovats’ 
Christmas Won-
derland

(9) Deadline to Di-
saster
(2) Magnificent

(9) Sports 
(N)
(2) Paid

(9) The 
Best of
(2) Paid 
Program

(2) Paid 
Program-
ming

ABC 
World 
News (N)

(9) News 
9 (N)
(2) News 
(N)

CBS
 (5) WFRV
 (7) WSAW

(5) News-
maker
(7) Sunr..

(5) Local 
5’s Sea

CBS News Sunday Morning 
News, features, weather and com-
mentary. (N)

Face the Nation (N) (5) Green-
Gold
(7) Retir..

The NFL Today (N) 
(Live)

(5) Happy Holiday (N)
(7) Celebration

(7) Sounds 
of the 
Season

(7) The 
Good Side

The Musial Awards 
(N)

NFL Football Jacksonville Jaguars at Tampa Bay Buccaneers Sunshine 
State sides in the Jaguars and Buccaneers reengage. Jacksonville leads 
the series 4-3. (N) (Live)

FOX
 (55) WZAW
 (11) WLUK

(55) Paid
(11) (6:00) 
News (N)

(55) Moun-
tain Faith 
Living

(55) FOX 
News 
Sunday 
(N)

(11) Sharyl 
Attkisson

(55) Invest.
(11) Fox 
News (N)

(55) Home 
Remod-
eler

FOX NFL Kickoff (N) 
(Live)

FOX NFL Sunday (N) 
(Live)

(55) NFL Football Green Bay Packers at Carolina Panthers David Long and the Pack-
ers ride the waive into their game against the Panthers. (N) (Live)
(11) NFL Football (N) (Live)

(55) (:25) NFL Football Arizona Cardinals at Chicago Bears 
(N) (Live)
(11) (:25) NFL Football (N) (Live)

NBC
 (26) WGBA
 (12) WJFW

Sunday Today With 
Willie Geist (N)

(26) Meet the Press (N)
(12) Fast: Home 
Rescue

(26) The 
Race
(12) Meet 
Press

(26) Mid-
West Out-
doors

Paid 
Program-
ming

(26) Paid
(12) The 
Huddle

(26) A 
Christmas 
Witnes..

(12) Paid 
Program-
ming

(12) Paid 
Program-
ming

(12) Paid 
Program-
ming

(26) The 
Christmas 
Thief
(12) Paid

(12) Paid 
Program-
ming

(12) Paid 
Program-
ming

(12) Paid 
Program-
ming

Paid 
Program-
ming

Paid 
Program-
ming

(26) Apple-
ton (N)
(12) Paid

(12) Paid 
Program-
ming

(26) News 
(N)
(12) Paid 
Prog.

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

PBS
 (20) WHRM
 (36) WLEF
 (38) WPNE

Wild Kratts: A Crea-
ture Christmas

Work It 
Out Wom-
bats!

Daniel 
Tiger 
“Snowflake 
Day!”

Washing-
ton Week 
With The 
Atlantic

Firing 
Line With 
Margaret 
Hoover

Here and 
Now

Market to 
Market

Doc Martin “The 
Shock of the New”

Agatha Christie’s 
Poirot “The Million Dol-
lar Bond Robbery”

Father Brown “The 
Wheels of Wrath”

Death in Paradise Season of Light: Christmas With 
the Tabernacle Choir

CLOWN 
by Quen-
tin Blake

Holiday Concert from 
UW-Eau Claire

 (32) WACY Paid Paid Paid Jeffress Vets-Pe.. Ready-.. Outback Ocean.. Broadw.. Know Hollywood (N) Appleton Boychoir The Good Doctor The Good Doctor ModFam ModFam Mom FamFe..

 (46) WTPX Bones Bones NCIS NCIS NCIS “Unearth” NCIS “Guardian” NCIS NCIS “Love Lost” NCIS NCIS “Bridges” NCIS “Big Rig”

CW
 (14) WCWF
 (34) WYOW

(14) Wor-
ship
(34) To-
morr..

(14) Daily
(34) In 
Touch (N)

(14) Catho-
lic Mass

(14) Sha-
lom
(34) Key of 
David

(14) Out-
door
(34) Cath. 
Mass

(14) Mt. 
Faith
(34) Perry 
Stone

(14) Walk-
Fit!
(34) Mad 
Dog & M

(14) Paid
(34) Big 
Bang

(14) Polka
(34) Sea-
son

(34) St. 
Mary’s 
Ch

(14) Paid 
Program
(34) TMZ 
(N)

(14) Paid 
Program-
ming

(14) Paid
(34) Chi-
cago 
"Snitch"

(14) Paid 
Program-
ming

(14) The Farmer and 
the Belle: Saving 
Santaland
(34) Chicago

(34) Grandma Got Run 
Over by a Reindeer

(14) Christmas (N)
(34) WOW - Women 
What’s in the Box? (N)

(14) Van-
Impe
(34) Fam-
ily ..

(14) Shel-
don
(34) Fam-
ily ..

SUNDAY EVENING DECEMBER 24
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
 (9) WAOW
 (2) WBAY

America’s Funniest Home Videos A 
special holiday-themed episode; kids react 
to their gifts.

››› Home Alone (‘90) Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern, Macaulay Culkin. A left-behind boy (Ma-
caulay Culkin) battles two burglars (Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern) in the house.

Celebrity Fam “Rosie O’Donnell vs. Billy 
Porter” Celebrity contestants Rosie O’Don-
nell and Billy Porter. Guests Rosie O’Don-
nell, Billy Porter

(9) The Jefferson 
Awards
(2) Action 2 News 
at 10 (N)

(:35) Christmas: A Welcoming Story (N) (:35) Entertainment 
Tonight (N)

CBS
 (5) WFRV
 (7) WSAW

60 Minutes (N) Lingo “Lingo for the Holidays” Longtime 
friends face off against a father and son. (N)

Lotería Loca “Happy Holidays” A registered 
nurse and a retired firefighter compete. (N)

(5) Christmas Eve Mass
(7) CSI: Vegas "In the White Room" The 
bodies of two festival attendees are dis-
covered.

(7) St. Mary’s Christ-
mas Cantata

(5) (:35) Sports Xtra
(7) (:35) Investi-
gateTV

(5) (:05) Osteen
(7) (:05) Game Time 
Bruce Smith Bruce 
Smith (N)

(5) (:35) CSI: Vegas
(7) (:35) SEAL Team

FOX
 (55) WZAW
 (11) WLUK

(55) (3:25) Football 
Arizona Cardinals at 
Chicago Bears
(11) (3:25) Football

The OT (N) (Live) The Simpsons (N) Krapopolis “The 
Stuperbowl”

HouseBroken 
“Who’s Having a 
Merry Trashmas?”

Family Guy “Oscars 
Guy”

(55) Seinfeld "The 
Strike"
(11) Sounds of the 
Season A

(55) Seinfeld "The 
Mango"
(11) Sounds of the 
Season B

(55) Goldbergs 
"Food in a Geoffy"
(11) Skyfox Win-
ter (N)

(55) Goldbergs "Ani-
mal House"
(11) (:35) Sharyl 
Attkisson

(55) Housewife 
"Wildflower Girls"
(11) (:05) The Nation-
al Desk

(55) American 
Housewife "The 
Great Cookie Chal-
lenge"

NBC
 (26) WGBA
 (12) WJFW

5 More Sleeps ‘til 
Christmas

Night Court “The 
Night Court Before 
Christmas”

›››› It’s a Wonderful Life (‘46) Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, James Stewart. A guardian angel strengthens a man (James Stew-
art) ruined by a miser (Lionel Barrymore).

(26) NBC26 News at 
10pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 10pm (N)

(12) Outdoorsman 
"Celebrity Big Game 
Hunts" (N)

(26) Bensinger 
Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger
(12) Funny You

Christmas Eve 
Mass (N) (Live)

PBS
 (20) WHRM
 (36) WLEF
 (38) WPNE

Agatha Christie: Lucy Worsley on the 
Mystery Queen “Destination Unknown” 
Agatha Christie’s shocking disappearance in 
1926 grips the nation.

All Creatures Great and Small on Master-
piece “Edward” Mrs. Hall conquers demons 
from her past; Tristan discovers the chal-
lenge of housekeeping.

All Creatures Great “For Whom the Bell 
Tolls” Everyone faces decisions as war 
comes in September 1939; romance beck-
ons for Tristan and Mrs. Hall.

All Creatures Great “Merry Bloody Christ-
mas” It’s Christmas and Siegfried must 
decide whether to protect Tristan at the cost 
of River’s welfare.

Antiques Roadshow “Out of This World” 
Autographed photos from NASA space pro-
gram; 1737 Celestial and terrestrial atlas.

Austin City Limits “Nathaniel Rateliff & 
The Night Sweats; Adia Victoria” Nathaniel 
Rateliff & The Night Sweats perform songs 
from “The Future”; Adia Victoria.

 (32) WACY Family Feud Two Half Men ›› A Knight’s Tale (‘01) Mark Addy, Rufus Sewell, Heath Ledger. Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Major Crimes “Reloaded”

 (46) WTPX NCIS “Evil Eye” NCIS “Unusual Suspects” NCIS “Butterfly Effect” NCIS “Stranger in a Strange Land” NCIS “Head Games” NCIS “Kompromat”

CW
 (14) WCWF
 (34) WYOW

Penn & Teller: Fool Us “Penn & Teller: Mer-
ry Fool Us” Celebrating the holiday season 
with magicians and more.

The Chosen “Sustenance” While Jesus preaches to thousands, the disciples realize there 
is no food. (N) (SF)

(14) WOW What’s in 
the Box? (N)
(34) Liquidator

(34) The Good 
Doctor "Teeny Blue 
Eyes"

(14) Truth of God (34) WOW - Women 
Of Wrestling

(14) Extra (N) (34) Moviefone TV
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WEEKDAY MORNING / AFTERNOON DECEMBER 25 TO DECEMBER 29 
7 AM 7:30 8 AM 8:30 9 AM 9:30 10 AM 10:30 11 AM 11:30 12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30 4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30

AB
C (9) WAOW

Good Morning America M Disney/Kelly and 
Mark

The View News 9 Barry-
more

GMA3: What You 
Need to Know

NBA/ 
Hosp.

Baske-
tball

Tamron Hall Judge 
Eboni

Judge 
Eboni

M Basketball/News News 9 World 
News

(2) WBAY
Good Morning America Disney /

News
25 Words The View Storage 

Wars
Pawn 
Stars

Action 2 
News

Paid Pro-
gram

NBA/ 
Hosp.

Baske-
tball

GMA3: What You 
Need to Know

25 Words Invest-
igateTV+

Baske-
tball/ N..

Action 2 
News

Action 2 
News

World 
News

CB
S (5) WFRV

CBS Mornings M Christmas/Local 
5 Live

The Price Is Right M The NFL Today / 
Young & Restless

Football/
News

Bold/ 
Beautiful

Tu-Th The Talk / F 
College Football

Tu-Th Let’s Make 
a Deal

Friends Friends Parade/ 
News

Tu-Th 
News

News CBS 
News

(7) WSAW
CBS Mornings 25 Words Paid/F 

Elite
The Price Is Right M The NFL Today / 

Young & Restless
Football/
News

Bold/ 
Beautiful

Tu-Th The Talk / F 
College Football

Tu-Th Let’s Make 
a Deal

TBA/ 
Clarkson

M The 
Good

ACount ry/ 
News

Invest-
igateTV+

Spirit/ 
News

CBS 
News

FO
X  (55) WZAW

Busi ness AgDay Dateline Sherri The Jennifer Hudson 
Show

Family 
Feud

Family 
Feud

Judge 
Judy

Judge 
Judy

Mathis 
Court

Mathis 
Court

Hot 
Bench

Hot 
Bench

Pregame/ 
Judge..

Football/ 
Judge ..

Family 
Feud

Family 
Feud

Young 
Sheldon

Young 
Sheldon

(11) WLUK
M Season M Season M Holiday River 

Parade
Live with Kelly and 
Mark

Fox 11 Living With 
Amy

Dr. Phil Various Various The Jennifer Hudson 
Show

Barry-
more

Barry-
more

Pregame/ 
Peo. C..

M NFL 
Football

Judge 
Judy

Judge 
Judy

News Wheel/ 
Inside

NB
C (26) WGBA

Today Today 3rd Hour Today With Hoda & 
Jenna

People 
Puzzler

Scripps NBC News Daily M Appleton Boychoir/
Dateline

Tamron Hall The Kelly Clarkson 
Show

Family 
Feud

Family 
Feud

News NBC 
News

 (12) WJFW
Today Today 3rd Hour Today With Hoda & 

Jenna
Neig hbor Neig hbor NBC News Daily Person, 

Place
Pictio nary Pictio nary Funny You Funny You Jeop ardy Up North 

at 4
Jeop ardy! News NBC 

News

PB
S

(20) WHRM
WildKratt/ 
Wild ..

Various Daniel 
Tiger

Rosie’s 
Rules

Nutcra-
cker/ S..

Work It Donkey/F 
Rocket

Pink/ Pink Elinor Nature-
Cat/ Roc..

Eleme-
ntary

Xavier 
Riddle

Old 
House

Midwife/
Cook

When Disaster 
Strikes

Various Odd-
Squad/ 

Various Nature 
Cat

America

(36) WLEF
WildKratt/ 
Wild ..

Various Daniel 
Tiger

Rosie’s 
Rules

Nutcra-
cker/ S..

Work It Donkey/F 
Rocket

Pink/ Pink Elinor Nature-
Cat/ Roc..

Eleme-
ntary

Xavier 
Riddle

Old 
House

Midwife/
Cook

When Disaster 
Strikes

Various Odd-
Squad/ 

Various Nature 
Cat

America

(38) WPNE
WildKratt/ 
Wild ..

Various Daniel 
Tiger

Rosie’s 
Rules

Nutcra-
cker/ S..

Work It Donkey/F 
Rocket

Pink/ Pink Elinor Nature-
Cat/ Roc..

Eleme-
ntary

Xavier 
Riddle

Old 
House

Midwife/
Cook

When Disaster 
Strikes

Various Odd-
Squad/ 

Various Nature 
Cat

America

(32) WACY Morning Rush A.Wom.. Midwes.. Sherri iCRIME iCRIME Dateline The First 48 Chicago Fire Boychoir/TMZ Live Various ModFam Goldbe.. Goldbe..

(46) WTPX Various Xplorati.. Various F Planet Various Various Various Various Various Various Various Various Various

CW

(14) WCWF
The National Desk National 

Weat
Paid Pro-
gram

Judge 
Eboni

Supreme 
Justice

Hot 
Bench

Hot 
Bench

Paternity 
Court

Court 
Cam

Law & Order: SVU 48 Hours Judge Mathis Pictio nary Person, 
Place

Jeop ardy Funny You Young 
Sheldon

Young 
Sheldon

(34) WYOW
Divorce 
Court

Divorce 
Court

The Steve Wilkos 
Show

Karamo Maury Extra Holly-
wood

Blast Blast Jerry Springer Maury Karamo The Steve Wilkos 
Show

TMZ Live

MONDAY EVENING DECEMBER 25
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
 (9) WAOW
 (2) WBAY

(4:00) Basketball 
Boston Celtics at Los 
Angeles Lakers (N) 
(Live)

Monday Night 
Countdown (N) 
(Live)

NFL Football Baltimore Ravens at San Francisco 49ers The 49ers host the Ravens on Christmas night for a potential Super Bowl 58 
preview. (N) (Live)

(:15) Monday Night 
Postgame (N) (Live)

(9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News 
at 10 (N)

(:05) Jimmy Kimmel Live!

CBS
 (5) WFRV
 (7) WSAW

(5) Local 5 News at 
6:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 6 (N)

(5) Local 5 News at 
6:30 (N)
(7) Inside Edition (N)

The Price Is Right at Night Mariah Carey: Merry Christmas to All! (5) Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen Col-
bert (N)

(:35) Comics Un-
leashed With Byron 
Allen

FOX
 (55) WZAW
 (11) WLUK

(3:30) Football 
New York Giants at 
Philadelphia Eagles 
(N) (Live)

NFL on FOX Post-
game (N) (Live)

MasterChef (55) Sounds of the 
Season
(11) Fox 11 News at 
Nine (N) (Live)

(55) Seinfeld "The 
Glasses"
(11) Fox 11 Winter (N)

(55) Seinfeld "The 
Pilot"
(11) Fox 11 News at 
10 (N) (Live)

(55) Last Man
(11) (:35) Jeopar-
dy! (N)

(55) Last Man Stand-
ing "Elfie"
(11) (:05) Wheel of 
Fortune (N)

(55) Goldbergs
(11) (:35) King

NBC
 (26) WGBA
 (12) WJFW

(26) NBC26 News at 
6pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 6 (N)

(26) Family Feud
(12) Wheel of For-
tune (N)

How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas!

›› Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas Jeffrey Tambor, Christine Baranski, Jim Carrey. A curmudgeon 
(Jim Carrey) hates the Christmas-loving Whos of Whoville.

(26) NBC26 News at 
10pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 10pm (N)

(26) (:35) Tonight Show "Mandy Moore" 
Actress Mandy Moore. Guests Mandy 
Moore (N)
(12) (:35) Tonight Show (N)

(26) (:35) Meyers
(12) (:35) Meyers

PBS
 (20) WHRM
 (36) WLEF
 (38) WPNE

PBS NewsHour Amna Nawaz and Geoff 
Bennett offer in-depth analysis of current 
events. (N)

Call the Midwife “Holiday Special 2023” Delicate situations cause 
uncertainty for the midwives just two weeks before Christmas. (N)

Call the Midwife “Holiday Special 2023” Delicate situations cause 
uncertainty for the midwives just two weeks before Christmas.

Agatha Christie: Lucy Worsley on the 
Mystery Queen “Destination Unknown” 
Agatha Christie’s shocking disappearance in 
1926 grips the nation.

O Holy Night: Christmas With the Taber-
nacle Choir

 (32) WACY Family Feud Two Half Men Green Bay Holiday Parade Paid Program Paid Program Two Half Men Housewife Housewife Mom

 (46) WTPX FBI “Fortunate Son” FBI “Second Life” FBI “Heroes” FBI “Breakdown” FBI “Protégé” FBI “Money for Nothing”

CW
 (14) WCWF
 (34) WYOW

(14) Big Bang "The 
Clean Room Infil-
tration"
(34) Dish Nat. (N)

(14) The Big Bang 
Theory "The Solo 
Oscillation"
(34) TMZ (N)

The Waltons’ Homecoming (‘21) Marcelle LeBlanc, Christian Finlayson, Logan Shroyer. 
John Boy embarks on a life-changing journey to find his father on Christmas Eve.

(14) Last Man "Gift of 
the Wise Man"
(34) Dish Nation (N)

(14) Seinfeld "The 
Pilot"
(34) TMZ (N)

(14) National (N)
(34) Family Guy 
"How the Griffin Stole 
Christmas"

(14) National (N)
(34) Family Guy

(14) Last Man "Elfie"
(34) Burgers "The 
Bleakening"

(14) Extra (N)
(34) Bob’s Burgers 
"Better off Sled"

TUESDAY EVENING DECEMBER 26
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
 (9) WAOW
 (2) WBAY

(9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News at 
Six (N)

(9) News 9 Pack 
Attack
(2) Entertainment 
Tonight (N)

Celebrity Jeopardy! Celebrity Jeopardy! Celebrity Jeopardy! (9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News 
at 10 (N)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! (N) (:35) Nightline (N)

CBS
 (5) WFRV
 (7) WSAW

(5) Local 5 News at 
6:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 6 (N)

(5) Locker Room
(7) Locker Room

NCIS: Sydney “Gone Fission” The death of 
an American seaman is investigated.

NCIS: Sydney “Snakes in the Grass” A 
Navy compliance officer is found dead in 
a waterhole.

NCIS: Sydney “Brothers in Arms” A shark 
spits out an arm wearing U.S. Navy equip-
ment.

(5) Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen Col-
bert (N)

(:35) Comics Un-
leashed With Byron 
Allen

FOX
 (55) WZAW
 (11) WLUK

(55) Big Bang
(11) Jeopardy! (N)

(55) Big Bang "The 
Separation Triangu-
lation"
(11) Wheel (N)

Name That Tune Hell’s Kitchen (55) News Channel 7 
at 9pm (N)
(11) Fox 11 News at 
Nine (N) (Live)

(55) Seinfeld "The 
Puffy Shirt"

(55) Seinfeld "The 
Pilot"
(11) Fox 11 News at 
10 (N) (Live)

(55) Last Man "Heavy 
Meddle"
(11) (:35) Seinfeld 
"The Puffy Shirt"

(55) Last Man "Bad 
Heir Day"
(11) (:05) Inside Edi-
tion (N)

(55) Goldbergs
(11) (:35) King

NBC
 (26) WGBA
 (12) WJFW

(26) NBC26 News at 
6pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 6 (N)

(26) Packers Live
(12) Wheel of For-
tune (N)

Night Court “The 
Honorable Dan Field-
ing Part 2”

Extended Family 
“Pilot”

Weakest Link “How Jane Lynch Stole 
Christmas” Eight holiday helpers play high-
stakes trivia.

Found “Pilot” Gabi’s search for a missing 
teenager becomes complicated.

(26) NBC26 News at 
10pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 10pm (N)

(:35) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon (N)

(:35) Late Night With 
Seth Meyers (N)

PBS
 (20) WHRM
 (36) WLEF
 (38) WPNE

PBS NewsHour Amna Nawaz and Geoff 
Bennett offer in-depth analysis of current 
events. (N)

State Honors Concert 2023 (N) The Nutcracker and the Mouse King Karamu: Feast for 
the 7th Day

Super Skyscrapers “One World Trade Cen-
ter” One World Trade Center is engineered 
to be the safest and strongest skyscraper 
ever built.

NOVA “Decoding the Great Pyramid” Ar-
chaeological research sheds light on some 
of the mysteries of the Egyptian pyramids.

 (32) WACY Family Feud Two Half Men Dateline “A Teacher’s Message” Chicago P.D. “Closer” My News at 9 (N) Tonight (N) Two Half Men Housewife Housewife Mom

 (46) WTPX Chicago Fire “Red Rag the Bull” Chicago Fire “Forgive You Anything” Chicago Fire Chicago Fire “I Am the Apocalypse” Chicago Fire Chi. Fire “We Called Her Jellybean”

CW
 (14) WCWF
 (34) WYOW

(14) Big Bang "The 
Cooper Extraction"
(34) Dish Nat. (N)

(14) Big Bang "The 
Separation Triangu-
lation"
(34) TMZ (N)

Inside the NFL Week 16 Recapping the 
greatest moments from week 16. (N)

Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? “Alyson 
Hannigan”

Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? “Greg 
Proops 10”

(14) Last Man "Heavy 
Meddle"
(34) Dish Nation (N)

(14) Seinfeld "The 
Pilot"
(34) TMZ (N)

(14) National (N)
(34) Family Guy "En-
cyclopedia Griffin"

(14) National (N)
(34) Family Guy 
"Stewie Is Enceinte"

(14) Last Man "Bad 
Heir Day"
(34) Burgers "The 
Helen Hunt"

(14) Extra (N)
(34) Burgers "Ev-
ery Which Way but 
Goose"
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FRIDAY EVENING DECEMBER 29
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
 (9) WAOW
 (2) WBAY

(9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News at 
Six (N)

Entertainment 
Tonight (N)

Shark Tank A product for healthy drinks; an 
allergen-free snack.

20/20 (N) (9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News 
at 10 (N)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! (:35) Nightline (N)

CBS
 (5) WFRV
 (7) WSAW

(5) Local 5 News at 
6:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 6 (N)

(5) Wisconsin 
Huddle
(7) Inside Edition (N)

Blue Bloods Must Love Christmas (‘22) Nathan Witte, Neal Bledsoe, Liza Lapira. A snowbound nov-
elist finds herself in a love triangle with her childhood crush and a reporter.

(5) Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen Col-
bert (N)

(:35) Comics Un-
leashed With Byron 
Allen

FOX
 (55) WZAW
 (11) WLUK

(55) Big Bang
(11) Jeopardy! (N)

(55) Big Bang "The 
Athenaeum Allo-
cation"
(11) Wheel (N)

WWE Friday Night SmackDown Best of SmackDown The Superstars of World Wrestling 
Entertainment do battle in elaborate, long-running rivalries. (N)

(55) News Channel 7 
at 9pm (N)
(11) Fox 11 News at 
Nine (N) (Live)

(55) Seinfeld "The Lip 
Reader"

(55) Seinfeld "The 
Bizarro Jerry"
(11) Fox 11 News at 
10 (N) (Live)

(55) Last Man
(11) (:35) Seinfeld

(55) Last Man
(11) (:05) Inside 
Ed. (N)

(55) Goldbergs 
"Pickleball"
(11) (:35) King "Slip-
pery Slope"

NBC
 (26) WGBA
 (12) WJFW

(26) NBC26 News at 
6pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 6 (N)

(26) Family Feud
(12) Wheel of For-
tune (N)

The Wall Dateline NBC Compelling mysteries, powerful documentaries, in-depth investigations. (N) (26) NBC26 News at 
10pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 10pm (N)

(:35) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon (N)

(:35) Late Night With 
Seth Meyers (N)

PBS
 (20) WHRM
 (36) WLEF
 (38) WPNE

PBS NewsHour Amna Nawaz and Geoff 
Bennett offer in-depth analysis of current 
events. (N)

Washington Week 
With The Atlan-
tic (N)

Tell Me More With 
Kelly Corrigan “Del 
Seymour” Guests Del 
Seymour

SS-GB Archer and Harry attempt to drive 
the king out of London, but things do not go 
as planned.

SS-GB Barbara faces Kellermann in his 
cells, desperate to know what was on the 
burnt film at her house.

Super Skyscrapers “The Billionaire Build-
ing” One57 will rise more than 1,000 feet, 
making it the tallest residential tower in 
western hemisphere.

Meredith Willson: America’s Music Man

 (32) WACY Family Feud Two Half Men Dateline “Out There in the Dark” Chicago P.D. “Fool’s Gold” My News at 9 (N) Tonight (N) Two Half Men Housewife Housewife Mom

 (46) WTPX Hawaii Five-0 “Ike Hanau” Hawaii Five-0 “Ua helele’i ka hoku” Hawaii Five-0 “Ho’amoano” Hawaii Five-0 “Mo’o ‘olelo Pu” Hawaii Five-0 “Luapo’i” Hawaii Five-0 “A Make Kaua”

CW
 (14) WCWF
 (34) WYOW

(14) Big Bang "The 
Benefactor Factor"
(34) Dish Nat. (N)

(14) Big Bang "The 
Athenaeum Allo-
cation"
(34) TMZ (N)

Penn & Teller: Fool Us “Badass Brooke” 
Ramo and Alegria; Bryan Saint; Sion; Vilgot 
Michelin.

Masters of Illusion: Christmas Magic 
2022

(14) Last Man "Bride 
of Prankenstein"
(34) Dish Nat. (N)

(14) Seinfeld "The 
Bizarro Jerry"
(34) TMZ (N)

(14) The National 
Desk (N) (Live)
(34) Family Guy 
"Take My Wife"

(14) The National 
Desk (N) (Live)
(34) Family Guy 
"Fighting Irish"

(14) Last Man
(34) Burgers

(14) Extra (N)
(34) Bob’s Burgers 
"The Gene Mile"

WEDNESDAY EVENING DECEMBER 27
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
 (9) WAOW
 (2) WBAY

(9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News at 
Six (N)

(9) Packers Live
(2) Entertainment 
Tonight (N)

Celebrity Wheel of Fortune The Year: 2023 (N) (9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News 
at 10 (N)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! (N) (:35) Nightline (N)

CBS
 (5) WFRV
 (7) WSAW

(5) Local 5 News at 
6:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 6 (N)

(5) Green Bay 
Nation
(7) Sounds of the 
Season

The 46th Annual Kennedy Center Honors (N) The Neighborhood 
“Welcome to the 
New Do”

(5) Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen Col-
bert (N)

(:35) Comics Un-
leashed With Byron 
Allen

FOX
 (55) WZAW
 (11) WLUK

(55) Big Bang
(11) Jeopardy! (N)

Holiday Bowl Pre-
game (N) (Live)

(55) College Football DirecTV Holiday Bowl: Louisville vs. USC USC, without star quarterback Caleb Williams, plays No. 15 Louisville in the Holiday Bowl. (N) 
(Live)
(11) College Football DirecTV Holiday Bowl: Louisville vs. USC USC, without star quarterback Caleb Williams, plays No. 15 Louisville in the Holiday Bowl. (N) 
(Live)

(55) News Channel 7 
at 9pm (N)
(11) Fox 11 News at 
10 (N) (Live)

(55) Last Man
(11) Seinfeld

(55) Goldbergs 
"WrestleMania"
(11) Inside Edi-
tion (N)

NBC
 (26) WGBA
 (12) WJFW

(26) NBC26 News at 
6pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 6 (N)

(26) Total Packers
(12) Wheel of For-
tune (N)

Chicago Med “We All Know What They Say 
About Assumptions” Goodwin, Maggie and 
Marcel help victims of an accident.

Magnum P.I. “Three Bridges” Magnum and 
Higgins try to help a close friend of Kumu’s.

Chicago Med “It’s an Ill Wind That Blows 
Nobody Good” Asher rushes to the hospital 
in a storm to help a patient.

(26) NBC26 News at 
10pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 10pm (N)

(:35) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon (N)

(:35) Late Night With 
Seth Meyers (N)

PBS
 (20) WHRM
 (36) WLEF
 (38) WPNE

PBS NewsHour Amna Nawaz and Geoff 
Bennett offer in-depth analysis of current 
events. (N)

Nature “Penguins: Meet the Family” Spot-
lighting the 17 species of penguins found 
all over the world, from New Zealand to 
Antarctica.

NOVA “Alaskan Dinosaurs” Paleontologists 
discover that dinosaurs thrived in unlikely 
places such as the Arctic Circle.

Great Yellowstone Thaw The hottest sum-
mer in years has had a very big impact on 
the park’s flora and fauna.

Super Skyscrapers “Building the Future” 
Designed as a tapered tower, the Lead-
enhall Building is the tallest skyscraper in 
London.

American Experience “The Codebreaker” 
Elizebeth Smith Friedman develops cryp-
tology methods that help lay the foundation 
for the NSA.

 (32) WACY Family Feud Two Half Men Modern Family Modern Family The Goldbergs The Goldbergs My News at 9 (N) Tonight (N) Two Half Men Housewife Housewife Mom

 (46) WTPX Blue Bloods “Times Like These” Blue Bloods “Protective Instincts” Blue Bloods “True Blue” Blue Bloods “Good Intentions” Blue Bloods “Be Smart or Be Dead” Blue Bloods “USA Today”

CW
 (14) WCWF
 (34) WYOW

(14) Big Bang "The 
Celebration Rever-
beration"
(34) Dish Nat. (N)

(14) Big Bang "The 
Novelization Cor-
relation"
(34) TMZ (N)

ET Presents Inside & Ringside: W.O.W. 
Women of Wrestling (N)

Family Law “Family History” Jerri’s daughter 
won’t let Jerri meet her grandchild.

(14) Last Man "Shad-
owboxing"
(34) Dish Nation (N)

(14) Seinfeld "The 
Foundation"
(34) TMZ (N)

(14) National (N)
(34) Family Guy "Dr. 
C and the Women"

(14) The National 
Desk (N) (Live)
(34) Family Guy 
"#JOLO"

(14) Last Man "Wel-
come Baxter"
(34) Burgers "The 
Fresh Princ-ipal"

(14) Extra (N)
(34) Bob’s Burgers 
"Roamin’ Bob-iday"

THURSDAY EVENING DECEMBER 28
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
 (9) WAOW
 (2) WBAY

(9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News at 
Six (N)

Entertainment 
Tonight (N)

Celebrity Wheel “Lil Rel Howery, Paula Ab-
dul and Matt Rogers” Lil Rel Howery, Paula 
Abdul and Matt Rogers compete. Guests Lil 
Rel Howery

Press Your Luck “Press Your Luck’s Holiday 
Extravaganza II” Holiday-themed prizes and 
excitement for contestants.

The $100,000 Pyramid “Matt Walsh vs. 
Malin Akerman and AJ McLean vs. Howie 
Dorough” Matt Walsh, Malin Akerman

(9) News 9 (N)
(2) Action 2 News 
at 10 (N)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! (N) (:35) Nightline (N)

CBS
 (5) WFRV
 (7) WSAW

(5) Local 5 News at 
6:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 6 (N)

(5) Local 5 News at 
6:30 (N)
(7) Inside Edition (N)

Young Sheldon Ghosts Ghosts Ghosts UK “The 
Ghost of Christ-
mas” (N)

SEAL Team “Conspicuous Gallantry” With 
the team in the hospital, Bravo creates a 
little chaos. (N)

(5) Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7) News Channel 7 
at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen Col-
bert (N)

(:35) Comics Un-
leashed With Byron 
Allen

FOX
 (55) WZAW
 (11) WLUK

(55) Big Bang
(11) Jeopardy! (N)

(55) Big Bang "The 
Neonatal Nomen-
clature"
(11) Wheel (N)

LEGO Masters “Celebrity Holiday Bricktacular: Let It Snow; Brickmas Carols” Special 
guests pair up with former contestants to compete in ingenious holiday-themed chal-
lenges.

(55) News Channel 7 
at 9pm (N)
(11) Fox 11 News at 
Nine (N) (Live)

(55) Seinfeld "The 
Bris"

(55) Seinfeld "The 
Soul Mate"
(11) Fox 11 News at 
10 (N) (Live)

(55) Last Man "Man 
vs. Myth"
(11) (:35) Seinfeld 
"The Bris"

(55) Last Man
(11) (:05) Inside 
Ed. (N)

(55) Goldbergs
(11) (:35) King

NBC
 (26) WGBA
 (12) WJFW

(26) NBC26 News at 
6pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 6 (N)

(26) Family Feud
(12) Wheel of For-
tune (N)

Law & Order Transplant “And So It Goes” Bash’s life 
is scrutinized during his citizenship inter-
view. (N)

Dateline NBC (N) (26) NBC26 News at 
10pm (N)
(12) Newswatch 12 
at 10pm (N)

(:35) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon (N)

(:35) Late Night With 
Seth Meyers (N)

PBS
 (20) WHRM
 (36) WLEF
 (38) WPNE

PBS NewsHour Amna Nawaz and Geoff 
Bennett offer in-depth analysis of current 
events. (N)

Wisconsin Life “Ice 
Age Trail Alliance”

Wisconsin Foodie 
“Fairchild/Dream 
Farm”

Doc Martin “S.W.A.L.K” Louisa plans a 
special evening for Martin’s birthday, which 
doesn’t go according to plan.

Agatha Christie’s Poirot “The Plymouth 
Express” An heiress’s decision to travel by 
train complicates Poirot’s investigation.

Super Skyscrapers “The Vertical City” With 
its 121 floors, the Shanghai Tower is a col-
lection of businesses, services and hotels.

Nature “Penguins: Meet the Family” Spot-
lighting the 17 species of penguins found 
all over the world, from New Zealand to 
Antarctica.

 (32) WACY Family Feud Two Half Men Dateline “The Target” Chicago P.D. “New Guard” My News at 9 (N) Tonight (N) Two Half Men Housewife Housewife Mom

 (46) WTPX Chicago P.D. “Familia” Chicago P.D. “Infection, Part III” Chicago P.D. “Brother’s Keeper” Chicago P.D. “False Positive” Chicago P.D. “Informant” Chicago P.D. “No Regrets”

CW
 (14) WCWF
 (34) WYOW

(14) Big Bang "The 
Tam Turbulence"
(34) Dish Nat. (N)

(14) Big Bang "The 
Neonatal Nomen-
clature"
(34) TMZ (N)

Son of a Critch 
“Old Friends, New 
Friends” (N)

Children Ruin 
Everything “Momen-
tum” (N)

Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? “Tiffany 
Coyne”

American Joke Off 
Glenn Moore, Mat-
thew Broussard

(14) Last Man "Man 
vs. Myth"
(34) Dish Nation (N)

(14) Seinfeld "The 
Soul Mate"
(34) TMZ (N)

(14) The National 
Desk (N) (Live)
(34) Family Guy 
"Once Bitten"

(14) The National 
Desk (N) (Live)
(34) Family Guy 
"Roasted Guy"

(14) Last Man
(34) Burgers

(14) Extra (N)
(34) Burgers



WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM                                    	WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM                                    	Friday, December 22, 2023              PACKERS AT PANTHERS, NOON SUNDAY

GREEN GOLDEXPRESS&&

BACK TO THEIR OLD WAYSBACK TO THEIR OLD WAYS
PACKERS’ PLAYOFF PACKERS’ PLAYOFF 

HOPES DIMMED WITH HOPES DIMMED WITH 
LOSS TO TAMPA BAYLOSS TO TAMPA BAY

Jayden Reed caught six passes for 52 yards and a touchdown against the Buccaneers on Dec. 17. However, Green Bay as a whole faltered, losing the game 34-20 and dimming their chances at a playoff berth. With 
the score tied at 10-10 late in the first half, Tampa Bay’s Baker Mayfield led the Bucs to a field goal, and that started a roll Tampa Bay carried over to the second half. The Bucs scored touchdowns on three straight 
possessions through the third and fourth quarters to open up the advantage. They likely would’ve scored a fourth straight TD, but running back Rachaad White slid down in the red zone late in the game to run 
out the clock.														                   GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarter-
back Baker Mayfield became the first 
visiting quarterback to ever record 
a perfect passer rating at Lambeau 
Field as the Buccaneers beat Green 
Bay 34-20 on Dec. 17.

Mayfield gashed the Green Bay 
defense as he completed 22-of-28 for 
381 yards and four touchdowns.

Chris Godwin was Mayfield’s 
number one target on the day, as the 
Pennsylvania State alum recorded 
155 yards on 10 receptions. Superstar 
receiver Mike Evans was held to 
just 57 yards on four receptions, but 
one of those receptions went for a 
touchdown. That touchdown for Ev-
ans was his 97th career touchdown, 
which puts him 12th on the all-time 
list and ties former NFL tight end 
Rob Gronkowski and Las Vegas wide 
receiver Davante Adams.

Green Bay’s run defense contin-
ued to struggle in this game as well, 
as Tampa Bay’s running back Ra-
chaad White picked up 89 yards on 
21 carries. White also recorded two 
receptions for 50 yards.

“We have to challenge much bet-
ter in the backend, I get it, they have 
some good wideouts, but you have to 
be willing to challenge, especially if 
you are getting gashed,” said Packers 
coach Matt LaFleur.

Mayfield’s biggest throw of the 
day came late in the game, as the 
Buccaneers were up 27-20 and fac-
ing a third-and-four from its own 
48-yard line. Mayfield dropped back 
and hit David Moore right past an 
outstretched hand from Packers line-
backer De’Vondre Campbell. Moore 
took the pass and ran down the right 
side of the field before scoring a 
touchdown. The play was originally 
reviewed but was determined that 
Moore crossed the goal line to give 
the Buccaneers a 14-point lead with 
6:30 left in the game.

Green Bay was unable to rebound 
from the two-score deficit, as its final 
push came up short.

On the first five plays of the ensu-
ing drive, Packers quarterback Jor-
dan Love got five different Packers 
involved with Romeo Doubs, Malik 
Heath, Patrick Taylor, Tucker Kraft 
and Dontayvion Wicks helping to ad-
vance the ball to the Tampa Bay 30-
yard line. From there, three incom-
plete passes set up a fourth-and-10 
for Love and the offense. On fourth 
down, Love dropped back and was 
sacked for a loss of 19 yards, ending 
Green Bay’s hopes of winning a game 
with huge playoff implications.

For Green Bay, Love completed 
29-of-39 for 284 yards and two touch-
downs.

In his first game since Nov. 19 
against the Los Angeles Chargers, 
Aaron Jones recorded 13 carries for 
53 yards, adding another 16 yards 
through the air on four receptions. 
Wicks was the leading receiver for 
Green Bay in the game, recording 97 
receiving yards on six receptions.

“I think that they easy we started 
was decent – we put some good 
drives together, and I think the the 
thing that hurt us was getting down 
to the red zone and not capitalizing 
on some of those opportunities,” said 

Love, alluding to the two field goals 
and a turnover on downs that Green 
Bay was forced to settle for. “That’s 
definitely what hurt us tonight.”

Green Bay opened its scoring 
early, as Mayfield was stripped of the 
ball on the Buccaneers four-yard line. 
After Jones got stuffed for a one-yard 
loss, LaFleur called for a screen pass 
on the next play. Love dropped back 
and hit Kraft, and with a great block 
from Rasheed Walker, Kraft leaped 
into the end zone for his second 
career touchdown.

Love’s second touchdown pass 
came on one of his best plays in his 
young career.

On third-and-14 from the Tampa 
Bay 17-yard line, Love took the snap 
and was forced to roll to his right. 
It appeared Love could have ran for 
the first down, but instead he threw 
a dart to the corner of the end zone. 
In heavy traffic, Jayden Reed made a 
contested catch, while keeping both 
feet in bounds in what was reminis-
cent of Aaron Rodgers throwing a 
touchdown to Davante Adams.

“On those plays, anything can 
happen. Basically, I had a corner 
route – I was kind of a decoy route,” 
said Reed, on his touchdown. “It was 
kind of scramble mode and I turned 
towards Jordan and we locked eyes. 
He made a great throw, so I could 
make the catch.”

The loss for Green Bay now gives 
the Packers a 6-8 record. With the 
Chicago Bears losing this week, 
Green Bay still holds a one game lead 
over its rivals to avoid the bottom 
of the NFC North. The Minnesota 
Vikings also lost this week, maintain-
ing Green Bay’s one-game deficit to 
the team.

That may all be for nothing 
though, as the Packers now slide to 
the 11th seed in the NFC, making the 
next three games on its schedule as 
close to a must win as possible.

For what it is worth, according to 
the New York Times Playoff Simula-
tor, the Packers currently hold a 26% 
chance to make the playoffs. If the 
Packers were to beat the Carolina 
Panthers next week, those chances 
only rise to 34%. If the Packers do 
beat the Panthers, then a win in week 
17 against the Minnesota Vikings 
would spike those chances all the 
way up to 65%.

Baker Mayfield, Buccaneers 
too much for Green Bay

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Baker Mayfield diced up Joe Barry’s defense to the tune of 381 
yards on 22-of-28 passing with four touchdowns for a perfect 158.3 passer rating in the 34-20 win over 
the hometown Packers. It marked the most points the Buccaneers have ever scored at Lambeau Field.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Packers chances to 
make the playoffs 

drop to 26%
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Just two weeks ago, the Green Bay 
Packers controlled their own playoff 
destiny. They were 6-6 coming off a 
massive win against the Kansas City 
Chiefs. The playoffs were an expec-
tation. They even had an outside shot 
at winning the NFC North if they 
continued their winning ways and 
got some help from the teams around 
them.

Now, all of those dreams have 
been dashed. The Packers are 6-8 af-
ter back-to-back disappointing losses 
to the New York Giants and Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers.

Through 14 games, this team 
has proven one thing clearly. They 
are capable of beating anyone, as 
evidenced by back-to-back wins over 
the Chiefs and Detroit Lions.

They are also capable of losing to 
anyone, as evidenced by the last two 
games they’ve played.

The Packers are favored on the 
road against the worst team in the 
NFL this week. The Carolina Pan-
thers are coming off a 9-7 win over 
the Atlanta Falcons.

In the era of Aaron Rodgers, this 
game was considered a layup. Jordan 
Love, while improving, is not to that 
point of his career where any game 
can be considered a layup. That’s 
especially true in a road game.

To avoid hitting rock bottom, here 
is what the Packers need to do to 
beat the Panthers on the road:

Packers secondary vs. Bryce Young
Bryce Young had high hopes sur-

rounding him when he was the top 
pick of the 2022 draft. Those hopes 
have not shined through on the field 
this year.

Young has not thrown a touch-
down pass since before Thanksgiv-
ing Day. He has nine touchdown 
passes on the season and nine inter-
ceptions.

The team has struggled mightily 
to move the ball through the air. The 
good news for Carolina is that their 
stoppable force is about to meet 
what proved to be a very movable 
object with the Packers’ pass defense 

coming to town.
With Jaire Alexander missing 

his sixth consecutive game for a 
shoulder injury, Baker Mayfield and 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers piled up 
more than 350 yards through the air. 
He threw four touchdown passes 
on his way to a perfect passer rat-
ing. Mayfield’s perfect day was the 
second in the history of Lambeau 
Field, the other belonging to Aaron 
Rodgers in 2019 when he tore apart 
the Oakland Raiders.

The secondary, and pass defense 
as a whole, is reeling. They need the 
Panthers to be some medicine to 
cure what has ailed them.

If they’re not, the Packers have 
some big questions they’ll need to be 
asking as soon as the game ends.

Ground game vs. Panthers’ defense
The Packers’ ground game 

has never felt like it’s been at full 
strength this season. AJ Dillon just 
missed Sunday’s game with a broken 
thumb, which coincided with Aaron 

Jones’ return from a knee injury.
Jones started the season on the 

wrong foot with a hamstring injury 
that kept him out of two games and 
limited for several others.

The reality of the situation is 
Green Bay has not had an individual 
100-yard rusher on the season. The 
bread and butter of this offense was 
supposed to go through the ground 
game spearheaded by these two run-
ning backs.

It’s unclear if Dillon will be able 
to play Sunday with the thumb inju-
ry, but even if he doesn’t, the Packers 
need more from their ground game.

Love and the passing offense 
have done their part, but this is not 
an offense at a stage where it can be 
one-dimensional.

Carolina is 22nd in the NFL in 
rush yards allowed per game. They 
allow 123 yards on the ground.

There should be some opportuni-
ties for the Packers to get back to 
their bread and butter on Sunday 
afternoon.

A win over the Panthers not 
a given for the Packers

The Packers’ defense cannot take the upcoming Carolina team for granted, even if the Panthers have 
the worst record in the NFL. Tampa Bay quarterback Baker Mayfield on Dec. 17 completed 22-of-28 for 
381 yards and four touchdowns agains that Packers’ defense. The defense allowed Mayfield to reach 
his season-high for passing yards before the third quarter expired. They gave up a perfect passer rating 
to a guy on his fourth team in three years. They allowed more than 100 yards on the ground, including 
more than four yards per carry to Rachaad White and Chase Edmonds.  This game felt like one where 
the Bucs could have thrown for 400 or run for 200. It was just a matter of what they chose to do. 

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

KEYS TO THE GAMEVITALS
GREEN BAY PACKERS AT 
CAROLINA PANTHERS

TIME AND DATE: Noon on Sunday, Dec. 24
LOCATION: Bank of America Stadium
TV: Fox  RADIO: Flagship WRNW-FM Milwaukee - 97.3; 
Packers Radio Network includes WIXX-FM Green Bay 
- 101.1, WRLO-FM Antigo - 105.3, WLST-FM Marinette - 
95.1, and WSAU Wausau - 550 AM and 95.1 FM
2023 RECORDS: Packers, 6-8. Panthers 2-12.
HISTORY: These two teams have met 17 times with 
the Packers boasting an 11-6 record. The most famous 
meeting between the two teams came in January 1997. 
The Packers had disposed of the San Francisco 49ers 
with the entire crowd chanting, 
“We want Dallas.” 
The crowd would not get their wish as the upstart 
Carolina Panthers led by future Packers’ defensive 
coordinator Dom Capers would upset the Cowboys. 
A rout would follow. The Packers won the NFC 
Championship Game 30-13 against an overwhelmed 
Panthers team.
The last time these teams met was during the COVID-19 
season, with the Packers winning 24-16.
The last time these two teams met in Carolina was in 
2017. Aaron Rodgers returned from a broken collarbone 
suffered earlier in the season to try and make a late 
season run at the playoffs.
His return would last one game, as the Panthers would 
beat the Packers 31-24, effectively ending the Packers’ 
season.
COACHES: Packers Packers – Matt LaFleur (fifth season, 
53-27). Panthers – Chris Tabor (Interim, 1-2).

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Sept. 10 at Chicago W 38-20
Sept. 17 at Atlanta L 25-24
Sept. 24 vs. New Orleans Noon W 18-17
Sept. 28 vs. Detroit 7:15 p.m. L 34-20
Oct. 9 at Las Vegas 7:15 p.m. L 17-13
Oct. 15 BYE
Oct. 22 at Denver 3:25 p.m. L 19-17
Oct. 29 vs. Minnesota Noon L 24-10
Nov. 5 vs. LA Rams W 20-3
Nov. 12 at Pittsburgh L 23-19
Nov. 19 vs. LA Chargers W 23-20
Nov. 23 at Detroit W 29-22
Dec. 3 vs. Kansas City W 27-19
Dec. 11 at NY Giants 7:15 p.m. L 24-22
Dec. 17 vs. Tampa Bay L 34-20
Dec. 24 at Carolina Noon FOX
Dec. 31 at Minnesota 7:20 p.m. NBC
Jan. 7 vs. Chicago, TBD

NFL SCHEDULE
Thursday, Dec. 21
Saints at Rams, 7:15 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 23
Bengals at Steelers, 3:30 p.m.
Bills at Chargers, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 24
Commanders at Jets, Noon
Lions at Vikings, Noon
Browns at Texans, Noon
Packers at Panthers, Noon
Seahawks at Titans, Noon
Colts at Falcons, Noon
Jaguars at Buccaneers, 3:05 p.m.
Cowboys at Dolphins, 3:25 p.m.
Cardinals at Bears, 3:25 p.m.
Patriots at Broncos, 7:15 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 25
Raiders at Chiefs, Noon
Giants at Eagles, 3:30 p.m.
Ravens at 49ers, 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28
Jets at Browns, 7:15 p.m

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express
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Packers’ tackles vs. Brian Burns
When the Packers were on the 

clock in the 2019 draft, they were 
targeting a pass rusher. Brian Burns 
was on the board, as was Michigan’s 
Rashan Gary. The Packers took Gary 
and the two careers became inter-
twined. Both players have become 
two of the better pass rushers in 
all of football through their short 
careers.

Gary signed a contract extension 
earlier in the year, and it remains 
likely that Burns will get one from 
Carolina sooner rather than later.

Love has played much better of 
late, but any quarterback is going to 
struggle if he is not protected.

Rasheed Walker and Zach Tom 
both performed admirably against 
Tampa Bay on Sunday. Love was 
only sacked twice, one of which 
came late in the game against an all-
out blitz when the game had already 
been decided.

Burns is a game wrecker, and the 
Packers have had their struggles 
against players of his ilk.

Aidan Hutchinson had a big game 
against them in September. Maxx 
Crosby did as well.

The Packers’ offense should be 
able to find some holes in the Pan-
thers’ secondary, but protecting the 
quarterback is always at a premium.

Patrick Taylor had one carry for six yards and two receptions for minus-four yards in Sunday’s 34-20 loss to the Buccaneers. With AJ Dillon (thumb) sidelined, 
Taylor worked as the backup behind Aaron Jones, and he played 26 snaps compared to the 29 Jones received. However, Taylor only tallied three touches while 
Jones finished with 17. The Packers used a similar distribution in recent weeks when Jones was sidelined and Dillon wasn’t, so there is little reason to expect 
much from Taylor -- he has not recorded more than six touches in a game this season -- unless both of his fellow running backs are unavailable.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Bulaga grateful for time spent in Green Bay

Bryan Bulaga, a first-round draft 
pick in 2010 from Iowa who manned 
right tackle for the better part of a 
decade, returned to officially retire as 
a Packer on Nov. 17.

He had not played since the last 
of his two years with the Chargers in 
2021.

“Being drafted here and being part 
of this organization — I think the 
greatest organization in the NFL — 
was an absolute honor. Green Bay, it 
feels like home to me for more than 
one reason.

“Getting drafted and winning a 
Super Bowl and all that here, that’s 
part of it, but I think coming here as a 
21-year-old, really had no responsibil-
ity besides play football and worry 
about myself, and then becoming a 
man here, getting married, having 
kids, make relationships outside of 
this building. It felt like home from 
the minute I stepped down here till I 
left in 2020.

“So, to make it official as a Green 
Bay Packer to me means the most, be-

cause it’s truly where I felt I belonged, 
where I felt the most comfortable, 
where it felt like home and family. For 
me, it truly is a special moment.

“Obviously start right away with 
Ted Thompson. Took a gamble on a 
short-armed, small-handed guy from 
Iowa. Probably not the greatest 40 
time and stuff like that. But selected 
me in the first round and I will be 
forever grateful for that. Hell of a guy, 
the times he actually wanted to talk 
to me. Ted was a man of few words, 
so the times I did get to speak to him, 
he was a helluva guy to be around, so 
very thankful.

“And finally, obviously, Aaron 
(Rodgers). I’d like to think from time 
to time we made Aaron look good. 
Maybe some people would disagree. 
But he made us look good a lot.

“Being able to block for a Hall of 
Fame quarterback and experience 
what it’s like to watch greatness and 
be a part of greatness with him is 
something I’ll always be appreciative 
of.”

What was your message to the 
team after practice Nov. 17?

“What I told them, it’s cliché and 

things like that, but times weren’t al-
ways good for even us when we were 
here. I mentioned 2017 and ‘18, we 
went through some hard times.

“But the thing we believed in that 
locker room with the guys that we 
had we could come out the other side 
better than what we were in right 
now. We trusted in each other, and 
we stuck together. There was never 
any finger-pointing; there was never 
any getting down on each other. 
We knew we had the guys. We just 
needed to pull it together and get it 
together, and we eventually did.

“My message to them was stick 
together during this. It’s not always 
going to be pretty; it’s not always go-
ing to go the way you want. But if you 
guys hold together, keep fighting for 
each other, keep fighting for the guys 
you have in the huddle, you’ll come 
out of this better.”

What do you miss?
“I miss the locker room. I miss the 

guys. I miss the camaraderie. Sundays, 
it’s hard to replicate Sundays and 
the feeling you get going out there 
in front of all the fans on Lambeau, 
you’ll never replicate it, because it’s 

awesome. But the thing you miss is 
the locker room, the guys, the camara-
derie, the O-line dinners, the meet-
ing rooms, the BSing. That’s literally 
the hardest part of walking away is 
knowing you’re not in that little group 
anymore. You’re excluded. Yeah, you 
may be in a group text, but you’re not 
there doing it. So I think for me, that’s 
probably the toughest part.

Talk about the Super Bowl run.
“I didn’t really realize what was 

happening until we beat the Eagles 
in that first-round playoff game. I 
remember, we’re sitting on the bench 
and Cliffy, he looked at me, he was 
like, ‘Man, this doesn’t happen every 
day. Like, we have a really good team; 
we’re hot.’

“At the end of the season, we got 
hot. Going to Philly against one of 
the better teams in the league and we 
kind of took care of them. We didn’t 
blow him out by any stretch, but it 
was a comfortable win – at least we 
felt it was in the locker room. And he 
goes, ‘This kind of stuff doesn’t hap-
pen every year, so just start enjoying 
this and taking this in, this playoff 
run.’

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express
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Packers’ offense vs. Panthers’ defense
Carolina’s defense has kept them 

competitive throughout the season, 
and they have some star power to 
give them some teeth on that side of 
the ball.

Brian Burns is one of the league’s 
best pass rushers and has continued 
to wreak havoc on opposing quarter-
backs this season. He has six sacks 
and one forced fumble on the season.

Jaycee Horn is working his way 
back from injured reserve and has a 
world of potential at cornerback.

The unit is led by Ejiro Evero. 
Evero, of course, was the runner-
up in the Packers’ 2021 search for a 
defensive coordinator.

After Jim Leonhard turned the 
Packers down, LaFleur was left with 
two choices, Evero, and Joe Barry.

LaFleur chose Barry, and Barry 
has yet to outperform Evero, in 
either Denver or Carolina. That is a 
blunder that could keep LaFleur up 
at night as the team went from Super 
Bowl contender, to fringe playoff 
team.

The Packers’ offense continues 
to play well. The offense scored 20 
points against a tough Tampa Bay 
defense but was a mistake or two 
away from putting up more points. 
Jordan Love missed an open Jayden 
Reed on the opening possession that 
caused them to come away empty as 
opposed to having an opening drive 
touchdown.

They were 2-for-5 in the red zone 
after struggling against the Giants as 
well.

The red zone issues need to get 
cleaned up. If they do, the Packers 
could light up the scoreboard, as 
they’ve continued to move the ball 
well between the 20s.

Jordan Love bounced back from 
a below average game against the 
Giants, with a strong showing against 
Tampa Bay. Love threw for 284 yards 
and two touchdown passes against a 
Bucs defense led by the well-respect-
ed Todd Bowles.

Dontayvion Wicks shook off an 
ankle injury to catch six passes for 97 
yards. The Packers were uncertain 

as to whether Wicks was going to be 
able to play after his ankle injury last 
Monday night.

Jayden Reed caught six more 
passes and is becoming a focal point 
of the offense.

Ditto for Tucker Kraft, who made 
a nice 40-yard catch on a wheel route 
last week against Tampa Bay.

The team clearly misses Chris-
tian Watson and his deep speed. It’s 
unclear if he will be able to play this 
week. He was listed as doubtful for 
Sunday’s game against Tampa Bay. 
If he can play, however, that should 
open up more things underneath for 
the other receivers similar to the 
way it did against Detroit and Kansas 
City.

The run game is still struggling, 
and that may be the case all season. 
AJ Dillon and Aaron Jones have 
rarely been on the field at the same 
time this year as Jones has battled 

injuries all year.
Once Jones finally returned, 

Dillon missed Sunday’s game with 
a broken thumb. His status for the 
rest of the month is unclear, but ball 
security is difficult without a working 
thumb.

The third running back spot has 
been a bit of a revolving door, and 
there weren’t many opportunities for 
the other running backs last week.

Jones carried the ball 13 times 
Sunday. The other two backs com-
bined for two carries for six yards. 
Considering the way LaFleur likes to 
rotate his running backs, that was an 
odd development. Maybe it was just 
a byproduct of trailing by two scores 
for a majority of the second half.

We’ll see if LaFleur wants to give 
Jones more of a workload, or if he 
pulls the reigns back a bit as Kenyan 
Drake and Patrick Taylor should be 
more comfortable in the offense.

Packers’ defense vs. Panthers’ offense
Carolina’s offense has struggled 

mightily this season. Bryce Young 
has clearly not developed at the same 
rate as his draft classmate, CJ Stroud.

Young has not been surrounded 
by a strong supporting cast. His best 
receiver on the season is former 
Minnesota Viking Adam Thielen. 
Thielen has had a strong season, but 
he should not be the best receiver on 
any team that has any sort of aspira-
tions of developing a young quarter-
back.

As a result, Young has struggled. 
In fact, at the completion of Sunday’s 
game against Atlanta, Young has not 
thrown a touchdown pass in a month. 
His last scoring throw was Nov. 19 
against Dallas.

He has nine touchdowns and 
nine interceptions on the season. If 
the Panthers had not traded their 
first-round pick to acquire him, 
they would likely be in the quarter-
back market. As it is, they’ll look to 
continue to build around him this 
offseason.

Perhaps some good news is on the 
way for Young. The Packers’ defense 
allowed Tommy DeVito to earn NFC 
Offensive Player of the Week honors, 
and likely will play a large part in 
Baker Mayfield receiving that honor 
as well.

Mayfield finished Sunday’s game 
with more than 350 passing yards and 
a perfect passer rating to go along 
with four touchdown passes.

The Bucs could have traveled 
through the air or on the ground to 
do whatever they wanted.

Despite the poor performance, 
Matt LaFleur made it clear that he 
is not thinking about an in season 
change at defensive coordinator.

With that being the case, it will be 
more of the same blueprint for Joe 
Barry in this defense.

They followed some of that 
blueprint last week against Tampa 
Bay. They sacked Baker Mayfield five 
times, only to see Mayfield convert 
on third-and-long scenarios through 
the air later in the drive.

Lukas Van Ness has two sacks in 
three weeks. Rashan Gary and Kenny 
Clark continued what has been a 
strong December in rushing the 

NOTEBOOK

Quarterback Jordan Love was 29-of-39 for 284 yards with two touchdowns, no interceptions and a 111.5 
rating. Rookie tight end  Tucker Kraft  (four catches for 57 yards) and wide receiver  Jayden Reed  (six 
catches for 52 yards) caught the TDs.		                   GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Packers have edge on paper but 
can’t take Panthers for granted

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express
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passer.
The secondary got a boost last 

week with Eric Stokes returning as 
a full-time starter to the defensive 
backfield after being activated from 
injured reserve.

It was Stokes’ first action on 
defense since a gruesome leg injury 
knocked him out for the remainder 
of the 2022 season and all of training 
camp this year.

Stokes will have his ups and 
downs. Carrington Valentine has 
continued to have his ups and downs 
as well.

This team was shredded on Sun-
day by Chris Godwin, who had more 
than 100 yards receiving in the first 
half. He finished the day with more 
than 150. 

They gave up three touchdown 
passes of more than 20 yards, includ-
ing a 52-yarder to seal a win for 
Tampa Bay.

The run defense only allowed 102 
yards to Tampa Bay’s running backs, 
but both backs averaged more than 
four yards per carry. Tampa Bay 
was ranked 29th in the NFL in rush 
yards per game coming into Sunday’s 
game.

Green Bay’s defense, as has been 
the case for years, is simply not good 
enough. They peacocked a little 

about a solid points-per-game track 
record earlier in the season, but the 
underlying metrics that suggested 
a regression was coming have hit at 
the worst possible time.

Special teams

The ups and downs of a young 
kicker is showing for this team. After 
making all of his kicks against Kansas 
City, Anders Carlson missed a cru-
cial field goal against the Giants in a 
game the Packers lost by two.

Against the Tampa Bay Bucca-

neers, he made all of his kicks.
The December temperatures that 

typically occupy Green Bay have not 
shown up. The Packers’ most recent 
game against Tampa Bay had a kick-
off temperature over 40 degrees in 
the middle of December.

Because of that, Keisean Nixon 
has mostly been put on ice for the 
season. The Packers have clearly 
coached him to be more cautious on 
kicks he takes out of the end zone.

The Packers’ special teams as a 
whole are ranked toward the bottom 
of the league in almost any metric 
and are the most penalized team in 
that unit. For a team that promoted 
their special teams coordinator in the 
offseason, Rich Bisaccia’s unit has 
been the biggest disappointment on 
the team.

Carolina’s special teams has 
been in flux this season with Chris 
Tabor getting promoted to interim 
head coach. He is unlikely to keep 
that title beyond this season. They 
finished fourth in Rick Gosselin’s 
special teams rankings from a season 
ago. Their kicker is former Chicago 
Bear Eddy Pineiro.

Former Packers’ draft favorite Ih-
mir Smith-Marsette is the Panthers’ 
punt returner, and he does have a 
return for a touchdown this season.

Second-year linebacker Kingsley Enagbare (55) and rookie linebacker Lukas Van Ness (90) celebrate 
their efforts against Tampa Bay on Dec. 17. Any positive plays were overshadowed by negative ones and 
a loss that dims Green Bay’s playoff hopes.		                   GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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TWIGS
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Ballentine makes the most of opportunities

Cornerback Corey Ballentine 
played college football at Washburn 
and was selected by the New York 
Giants in the sixth round of the 2019 
NFL Draft. He also played for the 
New York Jets, Detroit Lions, Atlanta 
Falcons and Arizona Cardinals be-
fore joining the Green Bay Packers.

What’s this season been like for 
you?

This season has obviously been up 
and down for me. I started on prac-
tice squad, and I’ve kind of worked 
my way up. That’s kind of how every 
year my whole journey to the league 
has been. It hasn’t always been easy 
or how I thought it would be, but I 
just kept my head down, kept work-
ing and let it all play out how it plays 
out. When I get my opportunity, take 
that opportunity and make the best 
of it.

Was it hard to stay positive?
There’s been times where it was 

hard, yeah. I mean, switching teams 
or being released for whatever 
reason, or things that were out of my 
control. It was hard at some points 

– just believing in myself. But I feel 
like over time, I just kind of, firstly, 
relied on my faith and believing in 
God and believing that whatever is 
happening, it’s happening for a rea-
son and he’ll get me through it. And 
to this point, he has. I feel like when 
there’s times where I doubt myself, I 
have to have something else to lean 
on, and that’s kind of what I go to.

There’s that phrase that you 
don’t have to get ready if you stay 
ready. A challenge when back on 
practice squad?

I wouldn’t say it was necessar-
ily super hard, because I feel like I 
always have tried to prepare like that 
anyway. Especially since being acti-
vated, I prepare like anything could 
happen if somebody gets injured and 
I get thrown in. It’s happened before 
in my career where I’ve just been 
thrown in, and I’ve been expected to 
play at a certain level. So I kind of 
know how it goes already, and I try 
to stay ready before I get out there so 
I don’t have anything sneak up on me 
and I’m prepared for whatever situa-
tion that’s in front of me.

I’m guessing it’s maybe not 
exactly what you thought your ca-

reer was going to play out, right?
I wouldn’t necessarily say it was 

a surprise. I didn’t really look at it in 
any type of way. I just kind of went 
to practice one day and they were 
just like, ‘Hey you’re going to be 
up.’ Or just kind of how everything 
played out this season, just getting 
my opportunity, getting elevated off 
of the practice squad, getting signed. 
I just stayed ready. I just kept work-
ing. I didn’t let the moment get too 
big, made plays where I needed to 
make plays, be where I was supposed 
to be, know my job, know my assign-
ment, execute that, and don’t make it 
harder than it needs to be.

And I really think that’s just how 
I got to this point. I don’t do more 
than I need to do; I don’t do less than 
I need to do. I don’t make it bigger 
than what it is. I do my job and let 
the rest handle itself.

What’s it been like going out 
of the tunnel, ‘Starting at corner 
from Washburn’? It’s got to be 
pretty cool, considering every-
thing.

It’s a wild moment. It’s a bless-
ing. Being out there, my teammates 
supporting me, trusting me to be 
out there, and just the atmosphere, 
especially (against the Chiefs), was 
amazing. I’m glad I got the oppor-
tunity. I’m glad I could go out there 
and show what I can do.

Are you happy with how 
you’ve played?

Yeah, obviously, there’s things 
that I could clean up, but I feel like, 
so far, I’ve done pretty well.

The only thing I would like 

more is turnovers. But those come. 
I try not to force it. I don’t want to 
sacrifice the integrity of the defense 
trying to chase plays. I want to let it 
come to me whenever it comes. Put 
myself in the best position to make 
the play, play the ball and, when it 
comes, it’ll come. As of right now, 
I’m more focused on doing my job 
and then making sure we win the 
game.

What was the key on the de-
fense with so many second-string-
ers in the secondary?

I feel like initially we were losing 
close games, and it was more so be-
cause of execution. We were practic-
ing hard; we were doing everything 
we needed to do in practice. But I 
feel like when it came to the game, 
it was things like penalties that were 
throwing us off, or small mental er-
rors here or there, or a missed cue 
here or there, or we didn’t see this 
quite fast enough or whatever.

I feel like as time has went on, 
we’ve kind of meshed a little better. 
We looked back on what we could 
do as individuals to help the team get 
better. And I feel like everybody’s 
kind of taken hold of that and tried 
to pick something out of their own 
game to make themselves better. And 
then, as we’ve been on the field to-
gether, we kind of just jelled togeth-
er. We’re just executing a lot better, 
getting off the field, offense putting 
together drives, special teams making 
plays and giving us good field posi-
tion. I feel like it’s all complementary 
ball. We’re just playing executing 
much more efficiently than we were.

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Cornerback Corey Ballentine chases down Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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G R E E N  B AY  PA C K E R S C A R O L I N A  PA N T H E R S
Player	 #	 Pos	 HT	 WT	 Age	 Exp	 College
Jaire Alexander	 23	 CB	 5-10	 196	 26	 6	 Louisville
Zayne Anderson	 39	 S	 6-2	 206	 26	 1	 BYU
Corey Ballentine	 35	 CB	 5-11	 196	 27	 5	 Washburn
Karl Brooks	 94	 DL	 6-3	 296	 23	 R	 Bowling Green
De’Vondre Campbell	 59	 LB	 6-4	 232	 30	 8	 Minnesota
Anders Carlson	 17	 K	 6-5	 219	 25	 R	 Auburn
Kenny Clark	 97	 DL	 6-3	 314	 28	 8	 UCLA
Sean Clifford	 8	 QB	 6-2	 218	 25	 R	 Penn State
Brenton Cox Jr.	 57	 LB	 6-4	 250	 23	 R	 Florida
Josiah Deguara	 81	 TE	 6-2	 238	 26	 4	 Cincinnati
AJ Dillon	 28	 RB	 6-0	 247	 25	 4	 Boston College
Romeo Doubs	 87	 WR	 6-2	 204	 23	 2	 Nevada
Kingsley Enagbare	 55	 LB	 6-4	 258	 23	 2	 South Carolina
Rudy Ford	 20	 S	 6-0	 210	 29	 7	 Auburn
Rashan Gary	 52	 LB	 6-5	 277	 26	 5	 Michigan
Malik Heath	 18	 WR	 6-2	 213	 23	 R	 Mississippi
Elgton Jenkins	 74	 G/T	 6-5	 311	 27	 5	 Mississippi State
Anthony Johnson Jr.	 36	 S	 6-0	 205	 24	 R	 Iowa State
Aaron Jones	 33	 RB	 5-9	 208	 29	 7	 Texas-El Paso
Caleb Jones	 72	 T	 6-9	 370	 24	 2	 Indiana
Tucker Kraft	 85	 TE	 6-5	 259	 23	 R	 South Dakota State
David Long Jr.	 30	 CB	 5-11	 196	 25	 5	 Michigan
Jordan Love	 10	 QB	 6-4	 219	 25	 4	 Utah State
Isaiah McDuffie	 58	 LB	 6-1	 227	 24	 3	 Boston College
Josh Myers	 71	 C/G	 6-5	 310	 25	 3	 Ohio State
Royce Newman	 70	 G/T	 6-5	 310	 26	 3	 Mississippi
Yosh Nijman	 73	 T	 6-7	 314	 27	 4	 Virginia Tech
Keisean Nixon	 25	 CB	 5-10	 200	 26	 5	 South Carolina
Matt Orzech	 42	 LS	 6-3	 245	 28	 4	 Azusa Pacific
Jonathan Owens	 34	 S	 5-11	 210	 28	 5	 Missouri Western
Jayden Reed	 11	 WR	 5-11	 187	 23	 R	 Michigan State
Sean Rhyan	 75	 G	 6-5	 321	 23	 2	 UCLA
Robert Rochell	 22	 CB	 6-0	 193	 25	 3	 Central Arkansas
Jon Runyan	 76	 G	 6-4	 307	 26	 4	 Michigan
Darnell Savage	 26	 S	 5-11	 198	 26	 5	 Maryland
Ben Sims	 89	 TE	 6-5	 250	 23	 R	 Baylor
T.J. Slaton	 93	 DL	 6-4	 330	 26	 3	 Florida
Preston Smith	 91	 LB	 6-5	 265	 31	 9	 Mississippi State
Eric Stokes	 21	 CB	 6-0	 194	 24	 3	 Georgia
Patrick Taylor	 27	 RB	 6-2	 217	 25	 3	 Memphis
Zach Tom	 50	 OL	 6-4	 304	 24	 2	 Wake Forest
Samori Toure	 83	 WR	 6-1	 191	 25	 2	 Nebraska
Carrington Valentine	 37	 CB	 6-0	 189	 22	 R	 Kentucky
Lukas Van Ness	 90	 LB	 6-5	 272	 22	 R	 Iowa
Quay Walker	 7	 LB	 6-4	 241	 23	 2	 Georgia
Rasheed Walker	 63	 T	 6-6	 324	 23	 2	 Penn State
Christian Watson	 9	 WR	 6-4	 208	 24	 2	 North Dakota State
Kristian Welch	 54	 LB	 6-3	 240	 25	 4	 Iowa
Daniel Whelan	 19	 P	 6-5	 216	 24	 1	 UC Davis
Dontayvion Wicks	 13	 WR	 6-1	 206	 22	 R	 Virginia
Eric Wilson	 45	 LB	 6-1	 230	 29	 7	 Cincinnati
Colby Wooden	 96	 DL	 6-4	 273	 22	 R	 Auburn
Devonte Wyatt	 95	 DL	 6-3	 304	 25	 2	 Georgia
Reserve/Injured
David Bakhtiari	 69	 T	 6-4	 310	 32	 11	 Colorado
Tyler Davis	 84	 TE	 6-4	 252	 26	 4	 Georgia Tech
Luke Musgrave	 88	 TE	 6-6	 253	 23	 R	 Oregon State
Luke Tenuta	 78	 T	 6-8	 314	 24	 2	 Virginia Tech
Emanuel Wilson	 31	 RB	 5-11	 226	 24	 R	 Fort Valley State Univ.

Player                                 #	    Pos	          HT                WT	    Age	     Exp	       College
Amaré Barno	 90	 OLB	 6-6	 245	 24	 2	 Virginia Tech
Vonn Bell	 24	 S	 5-11	 205	 29	 8	 Ohio State
Raheem Blackshear	 3	 RB	 5-9	 190	 25	 2	 Virginia Tech
Bradley Bozeman	 56	 C/G	 6-5	 325	 29	 6	 Alabama
Derrick Brown	 95	 DT	 6-5	 320	 25	 4	 Auburn
Brian Burns	 0	 OLB	 6-5	 250	 25	 5	 Florida State
DJ Chark Jr.	 17	 WR	 6-3	 200	 27	 6	 LSU
Jeremy Chinn	 21	 S	 6-3	 220	 25	 4	 Southern Illinois
Alex Cook	 27	 S	 6-1	 196	 24	 R	 Washington
Andy Dalton	 14	 QB	 6-2	 220	 36	 13	 TCU
Tae Davis	 33	 LB	 6-0	 222	 27            	5    Tennessee-Chattanooga
Ikem Ekwonu	 79	 T	 6-4	 320	 23	 2	 N.C. State
Sam Franklin Jr.	 42	 S	 6-3	 210	 27	 4	 Temple
Shaquill Griffin	 20	 CB	 6-0	 198	 28	 7	 UCF
Yetur Gross-Matos	 97	 OLB	 6-5	 265	 25	 4	 Penn State
Kamu Grugier-Hill	 54	 LB	 6-2	 220	 29	 8	 Eastern Illinois
Marquis Haynes Sr.	 98	 OLB	 6-2	 235	 30	 6	 Mississippi
Johnny Hekker	 10	 P	 6-5	 225	 33	 12	 Oregon State
CJ Henderson	 23	 CB	 6-1	 205	 25	 4	 Florida
Troy Hill	 13	 CB	 5-10	 182	 32	 8	 Oregon
Jaycee Horn	 8	 CB	 6-1	 200	 24	 3	 South Carolina
Chuba Hubbard	 30	 RB	 6-1	 210	 24	 3	 Oklahoma State
Donte Jackson	 26	 CB	 5-10	 180	 28	 5	 LSU
D’Shawn Jamison	 29	 CB	 5-9	 186	 24	 R	 Texas
JJ Jansen	 44	 LS	 6-2	 235	 37	 16	 Notre Dame
Nash Jensen	 66	 G	 6-4	 328	 24	 R	 North Dakota State
DJ Johnson	 52	 OLB	 6-4	 260	 25	 R	 Oregon
Deion Jones	 40	 LB	 6-1	 222	 29	 8	 LSU
Ricky Lee	 61	 T	 6-5	 289	 24	 R	 North Carolina A&T
Eku Leota	 46	 OLB	 6-3	 252	 24	 R	 Auburn
Frankie Luvu	 49	 LB	 6-3	 235	 27	 6	 Washington State
Terrace Marshall Jr.	 88	 WR	 6-2	 200	 23	 3	 LSU
Cade Mays	 68	 G	 6-6	 325	 24	 2	 Tennessee
Jonathan Mingo	 15	 WR	 6-2	 220	 22	 R	 Mississippi
Taylor Moton	 72	 T	 6-5	 325	 29	 7	 Western Michigan
Eddy Piñeiro	 4	 K	 5-11	 190	 28	 6	 Florida
LaBryan Ray	 93	 DT	 6-4	 290	 26	 1	 Alabama
Jammie Robinson	 22	 S	 5-11	 190	 22	 R	 Florida State
Miles Sanders	 6	 RB	 5-11	 210	 26	 5	 Penn State
David Sharpe	 74	 OT	 6-6	 343	 28	 5	 Florida
Ihmir Smith-Marsette	 11	 WR	 6-1	 185	 24	 3	 Iowa
Mike Strachan	 86	 WR	 6-5	 225	 26	 3	 Charleston
Stephen Sullivan	 84	 TE	 6-5	 245	 27	 2	 LSU
Adam Thielen	 19	 WR	 6-2	 195	 33	 10	 Minnesota State
Ian Thomas	 80	 TE	 6-4	 260	 27	 6	 Indiana
Nick Thurman	 91	 DE	 6-4	 305	 28	 2	 Houston
Tommy Tremble	 82	 TE	 6-4	 250	 23	 3	 Notre Dame
Shy Tuttle	 99	 DT	 6-3	 300	 28	 5	 Tennessee
DeShawn Williams	 96	 DT	 6-1	 295	 30	 5	 Clemson
Xavier Woods	 25	 S	 5-11	 200	 28	 7	 Louisiana Tech
Chris Wormley	 71	 DE	 6-5	 300	 30	 7	 Michigan
Bryce Young	 9	 QB	 5-10	 204	 22	 R	 Alabama
Reserve/Injured
Henry Anderson	 94	 DE	 6-6	 300	 32	 9	 Stanford
Dicaprio Bootle	 32	 CB	 5-10	 180	 26	 1	 Nebraska
Claudin Cherelus	 53	 LB	 6-2	 230	 24	 R	 Alcorn State
Brady Christensen	 70	 G	 6-6	 300	 27	 3	 BYU
Austin Corbett	 63	 G	 6-4	 305	 28	 6	 Nevada
Justin Houston	 50	 OLB	 6-3	 270	 34	 13	 Georgia
Hayden Hurst	 81	 TE	 6-4	 245	 30	 6	 South Carolina
Justin McCray	 67	 G	 6-3	 320	 31	 7	 UCF
Giovanni Ricci	 45	 TE	 6-3	 240	 27	 3	 Western Michigan
Laviska Shenault Jr.	 5	 WR	 6-1	 220	 25	 4	 Colorado
Shaq Thompson	 7	 LB	 6-0	 230	 29	 9	 Washington
Luiji Vilain	 43	 LB	 6-4	 252	 25	 2	 Wake Forest
Chandler Wooten	 57	 LB	 6-3	 230	 24	 2	 Auburn
Chandler Zavala	 62	 G	 6-3	 322	 24	 R	 NC State
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A career day from Buccaneers 
quarterback Baker Mayfield was not 
enough for Packers head coach Matt 
LaFleur to commit to giving up on 
Packers defensive coordinator Joe 
Barry yet.

In what started out as an underper-
forming season for the Packers’ defen-
sive, given the expectations coming 
into the year, has quickly turned 
tumultuous for Barry, as over the 
previous two losses for Green Bay, 
the Packers have given up 539 passing 
yards and five passing touchdowns 
to Mayfield and Giants quarterback 
Tommy DeVito. In total, Green Bay 
has given up 819 total yards in the last 
two games. That equates to 17% of the 
total amount of yards Green Bay has 
given up all season.

“Now is not the time for that to be 
honest with you,” said LaFleur, when 
asked if he would consider a change 
at defensive coordinator. “Now is not 
the time. I am trying to find solu-
tions.”

LaFleur’s comments seem to 

indicate that Barry will remain the 
defensive coordinator through the 
end of the season, but what does that 
cost? Green Bay now sits in a must-
win situation for what feels like each 
of its last three games and an obvious 
deficiency has been the play of the 
defensive unit, especially on third 
downs. Just last week against Tampa 
Bay, the Buccaneers converted seven 
of 11 times when it was faced with a 
third down.

The inability to get off of the field 
on third down is not the only issue 
though, as the run defense has been 
less than impressive over the past 
two weeks as well. The Buccaneers 
and the Giants combined for 308 
rushing yards, which brings Green 
Bay’s total rushing yards given up 
to 1,943. That ranks 30th in the NFL. 
Given those alarming stats, it begs a 
fair question, why is Barry still em-
ployed by the Green Bay Packers?

Making a coaching change at any 
level and at any point in the season 
is a major event for a football team. 
That becomes exemplified when a 
team is as young as Green Bay is and 
is in a spot where it needs to win 

to keep its season alive. Making a 
coaching change, especially one as 
important as the leader of the defen-
sive unit, more often than not takes 
time to prove to be successful and 
time is something that is not really 
on the Packers’ side right now.

Possibly to the dismay of Packers 
fans, it appears that Barry is going to 
remain the signal caller for the Pack-
ers for at least the next three games.

That stems from there not really 
being a plan for life beyond Barry 
yet. If Barry were to get fired, names 
like Jerry Montgomery (defensive 
line coach/run game coordinator) or 
Greg Williams (passing game coordi-
nator) would probably be at the front 
to succeed him. If that were to hap-
pen, it would be hard to imagine that 
there would be any kind of overhaul 
on the scheme that Green Bay would 
run for the remainder of the season.

As much as Packers fans want to 
put all of the blame on Barry, he has 
had to manage injuries all season 
long. Jaire Alexander, De’Vondre 
Campbell, Eric Stokes, Quay Walker, 
Rashan Gary, Devonte Wyatt and 
Keisean Nixon are all starters on this 

defense who have missed time due 
to injuries. As anyone who has ever 
played football will tell you, it is re-
ally hard to play, let alone win when 
you don’t have your best players on 
the field.

With that being said, there have 
been numerous times this season 
where the opposing team was faced 
with a third-and-short, and Green 
Bay’s corners have lined up 10 yards 
or more off of the receiver. There 
have also been times where inside 
linebackers were forced to cover slot 
receivers and times where lineback-
ers and safeties were in no-man’s-
land in zone coverage.

It is obvious that something needs 
to change on the defensive side of 
the ball, but that may not come until 
the offseason. If Green Bay does 
in fact decide to fire Barry, some 
names that could be brought in for an 
interview might include Jacksonville 
Jaguars passing game coordinator 
Deshea Townsend, San Francisco 
49ers linebackers coach Johnny Hol-
lard or Dallas Cowboys defensive 
backs coach and former Green Bay 
Packers great Al Harris.

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

Packers’ defensive coordinator’s job still safe
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