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The Pulaski School District
held a listening session Feb.
23 to discuss a possible
November referendum.
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WHITING IS FOURTIME CHAMPION

Oconto Falls' Clayton Whiting celebrates his fourth state title after winning the Division 2 182-pound weight class first-place match at the 2022 WIAA State Indi-

vidual Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26 at the Kohl Center in Madison. FOR MORE STATE WRESTLING COVERAGE, SEE THE SPORTS SECTION.
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New North study confirms need
for improved internet service

Vast majority want faster and more reliable internet speeds

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

Not surprisingly, the draft of a Re-
gional Broadband Access Study com-
missioned by New North Inc. shows a
strong desire for improved broadband
service across the 18 counties the eco-
nomic development coalition serves in
Northeast Wisconsin.

“Poor speed, limited access,” said
Jayme Sellen, executive director of the
Oconto County Economic Develop-
ment Corp., told the Oconto County
Board during its Feb. 24 meeting.
“The study gives us a road map on a
strategic way to provide better service
throughout the county.”

Sellen told the county board that
OCEDC is working on several initia-
tives to improve internet access and
service in the county, including a
$50,000 grant to purchase equipment
and a year of service for about 30
remote homes in the Mountain and Su-
ring area to join Elon Musk’s Starlink
satellite internet service, and working
with Charter Communications on a

state broadband grant application to
serve the towns of Oconto and Stiles.

One of the New North study’s rec-
ommendations is that county govern-
ments work on that kind of partnership
with private providers rather than be-
coming internet providers themselves.

The broadband planning firm
Design Nine spent the last four months
of 2021 polling residents and business
owners to come up with 10 strategic
recommendations to address the goal of
delivering high-performance internet in
all areas of the New North region.

Among the findings were that 50%
of respondents are “dissatisfied” or
“very dissatisfied” with their current
internet speeds, 88% want faster and
more reliable internet service, 98% of
businesses indicated that the internet
is important to the success of their
business, and 71% of businesses re-
ported that they need employees to be
able to work from home.

“We know that broadband has be-
come essential community infrastruc-
ture, much as building and maintaining
roads were in the early 20th century,”

said Barb LaMue, president and CEO
of New North Inc. “With its many
quality assets — provided we have
continued investment in broadband
infrastructure — we know that the
New North region can be attractive
to business investment, along with an
emerging population which is making
choices about where they live primar-
ily based on family needs and inter-
ests.”

Counties in the New North region
will receive a detailed map of their
county, along with an asset analysis of
existing broadband and identification
of where there are gaps in service.

The executive summary of the
report and the full regional report are
available on the New North website
at https://www.thenewnorth.com/
broadband-access. Each of the 18
county individualized reports will be
made available in March following the
conclusion of county-level meetings to
finalize the detailed information.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

8-year-old girl dies in one-vehicle crash

An 8-year-old girl died Feb. 24
after a one-vehicle accident on U.S.
Highway 41-141 near Abrams.

At about 1:05 a.m., the Oconto
County Sheriff’'s Department Emer-
gency Dispatch Center was notified
of the crash near Sampson Road in
the Town of Abrams. According to
a press release, a 34-year-old Suring
man was traveling in a pickup truck

northbound on Highway 41-141
when the pickup truck exited on
the northbound exit ramp.

The vehicle failed to stop at
the stop sign and continued into
the northeast ditch. The driver
and an ll-year-old girl who was a
passenger were transported to a
Green Bay area hospital with minor
injuries. The 8-year-old girl died at

the scene, according to the press
release.

An ongoing investigation is
being conducted by the sheriff’s
department and the Brown County
Medical Examiner’s Office. Also
assisting were the Abrams Fire
Department, County Rescue Ambu-
lance, Abrams First Responders and
Little Suamico First Responders.

Three rescued after truck plunges through ice

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Three people were rescued Feb. 25
after a pickup truck fell through the ice
on Green Bay.

Oconto Fire and Rescue Deputy
Chief Ryan Pecha said a crew was
dispatched to assist Little River Fire

Department around 4:10 p.m. The caller
said all occupants were out of the water
but in need of a ride back to shore. GPS
coordinates obtained from dispatch
plotted the truck approximately 4.2
miles east of D.E. Hall County Park off
County Y on the bayshore.

Two members of Oconto Fire Res-

cue responded onto the ice with their
six-wheeler and were able to locate
the fishermen and their truck using the
GPS coordinates. Crews assisted the
three individuals onto the six-wheeler
and were then able to bring them safely
back to shore.

No injuries were reported.

CORRECTIONS

Accuracy is important to the Oconto County Times Herald, and it wants to correct mistakes promptly. Call errors to our attention by phone at 920-848-3427.
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Suring superintendent charged with false imprisonment
Girls say they were brought into a small restroom, told to remove their clothing

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

The Oconto County District At-
torney on Feb. 28 filed a complaint
charging Suring superintendent Kelly
Casper with six felony counts of false
imprisonment.

The charges follow in connec-
tion with an incident Jan. 18 in which
six girls say they were confined to a
small restroom and told to strip to
their underwear to be searched for
vaping materials.

Casper has been ordered to make
her initial appearance in Oconto
County Circuit Court at 10 a.m.
March 23.

District Attorney Ed Burke origi-
nally concluded that criminal charges
would not be filed because the
searches were not “strip searches”
under the Wisconsin legal definition
of that term, but then his office con-
ducted a review of state statutes and
administrative codes relating to the
ability of a school official to confine
a student.

In a press release, Burke spelled
out the rationale for the false im-
prisonment charges, one for each
student.

“There is no dispute from any
party that the children involved were
directed to enter the small room at
the direction of Casper. Casper also
directed the school nurse to accom-

newmedia-wi.com

pany them to the
room,” Burke
said. “Casper
then directed
the children to
remove their
clothing once in
the room. Casper
stood in the
doorway while
the children
were in the
room. Once the children removed
their clothing, any opportunity they
had to escape would have subjected
them to further shame and embar-
rassment.”

The students were not given an
opportunity to leave, and their only
choice was whether to have the
search conducted by a police officer
or Casper, Burke said. They also
had no opportunity to contact their
parents prior to being confined in the
bathroom.

“Whether Casper knew that the
students did not consent and knew
she did not have the lawful authority
to detain the six children are ques-
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tions of fact that are best left for a
jury to determine based upon the
evidence presented at trial,” Burke
said, adding that he will have no fur-
ther comment given that this is now
a criminal matter.

The 12-page criminal complaint
details interviews conducted by
investigators and a sexual assault ad-
vocate with the six girls, who ranged
in age from 14 to 17, and the school
nurse who accompanied Casper. The
searches were part of an investiga-
tion of vaping in the school and were
purported to be an attempt to find
vape cartridges hidden under their
clothing.

The nurse said Casper did not
behave toward the girls in a demean-
ing or bullying manner but rather
“talked to each one of the girls telling
them they were ‘better than this,’
they were ‘making bad choices’ tell-
ing each one of the girls she ‘really
cared about them’ and their future,”
the complaint said.

Casper acknowledged the search-
es during an interview with an in-
vestigator and said she had received

ONLINE

The Suring School Board was scheduled to hold
a public meeting 5 p.m. March 2 at the school, after
this edition of the Times Herald went to press. Find
coverage of the meeting at newmedia-wi.com and
next week's paper.

training through the years about
“locations where students hide items,
how to properly question, having a
second person to assist in the search
and searching students and the laws
pertaining to school searches.”

False imprisonment is a Class H
felony under Wisconsin law, carrying
penalties of up to six years in prison,
a $10,000 fine, or both.

A large number of parents came
to the Suring School Board meeting
Feb. 9 to voice their objections to
the searches, and the board has met
at least three times in closed session
since Jan. 18 to discuss “confidential
student and personnel matters.”

The board was planning a public
meeting for 5 p.m. March 2 at the
school to release a statement and
hear public comment.
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OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Proceedings of Feb. 25

John Fusek, 50, Oconto, was
placed on three years of probation
beginning with 90 days in jail for
possession of methamphetamine
and misdemeanor criminal trespass
to a dwelling, in connection with
an incident that occurred May 24,
2021. Among other conditions, Judge
Michael T. Judge ordered Fusek
to maintain absolute sobriety and
complete all assessments, counsel-
ing and treatment deemed necessary
by his probation agent.

A Nov. 9-10 jury trial was set for
Travis R. Bolssen, 43, Stanley, on a
charge of repeated sexual assault of
the same child, in connection with
incidents that allegedly occurred on
or before June 1, 2020. A final pre-
trial conference was scheduled for
Oct. 28.

Tobias Michael Ruggles, 38,
Marinette, waived his right to a
preliminary hearing and pleaded not
guilty to fleeing an officer, posses-
sion of narcotic drugs, and misde-
meanor counts of operating without
a valid license, obstructing or resist-
ing an officer and possession of drug
paraphernalia, in connection with
an incident that allegedly occurred
Nov. 20. A plea hearing was sched-
uled for March 18.

After a preliminary hearing,
Andrew William Kizaur, 26, Amasa,
Michigan, was bound over on
charges of possession with intent to
deliver amphetamine and a misde-
meanor count of possession of THC,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Dec. 19. Arraign-
ment was scheduled for March 17.

Bond was set at $15,000 cash for
Richard W. Sotka, 47, Marinette,
after he was charged with transfer
of another’s personal property val-
ued between $10,000 and $100,000,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Feb. 10. A pre-
liminary hearing was scheduled for
March 4.

Bond was set at $10,000 cash for
Mark D. Halverson, 38, Mountain,
after he was charged with fleeing
an officer in a vehicle, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly
occurred Feb. 22. His initial appear-
ance was adjourned until March 17.

Proceedings of Feb. 24

Joshua L. Dickinson, 43, Por-
tage, was sentenced to six years in
prison, followed by five years on
extended supervision, for repeated
sexual assault of the same child, in
connection with incidents alleged

to have occurred in 2015. Judge
gave Dickinson credit for 448 days
already served. He ordered that

he have no contact with the victim
or her family, and no contact with
anyone younger than 18 without the
approval of his corrections agent.

Jacob Steven Moeller, 22, Oconto,
pleaded no contest to misdemeanor
charges of operating a motor vehicle
without the owner’s consent and
criminal damage to property, in
connection with an incident that
occurred Aug. 24. The charges were
reduced from felonies in a plea
agreement. Judge Jay N. Conley
placed Moeller on two years’ proba-
tion and ordered him to pay restitu-
tion and charges of $11,586.35, among
other conditions of probation.

Troy Allen Whisman, 18, Abrams,
pleaded not guilty to aggravated
battery, criminal damage to prop-
erty, and misdemeanor charges of
battery and two counts disorderly
conduct, in connection with inci-
dents that allegedly occurred Oct.
26 and 27. A pre-trial conference
was scheduled for March 17.

Proceedings of Feb. 23

Bond was set at $50,000 cash for
Rocky R. Sonkowsky, 31, Oconto, af-
ter he was charged with first-degree
child sexual assault and child sexual
exploitation, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred Oct.
27, 2021. His initial appearance was
adjourned until March 17.

A bench warrant was issued for
Decarlo L. Denny, 34, Oconto, after
he failed to appear for arraignment
on charges of possession of meth-
amphetamine and misdemeanor
resisting or obstructing an officer,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Jan. 7.

After a preliminary hearing,
Reuben C. Magiary, 48, Oconto, was
bound over on charges of kidnap-
ping, burglary, false imprisonment,
strangulation and suffocation, and
misdemeanor charges of battery,
two counts of criminal damage to
property and disorderly conduct,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred March 1, 2021.
Arraignment was scheduled for
March 17.

Kristi L. Meverden, 31, Coleman,
waived her right to a preliminary
hearing and was bound over on
three counts of second-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety, felony
bail jumping, and misdemeanor
counts of operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated (second offense)

and disorderly conduct, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly
occurred Jan. 20. Judge granted

a motion to reduce her bail from
$25,000 cash to $12,500. Arraign-
ment was scheduled for March 17.

Letisha M. Peters, 41, Neopit,
waived her right to a preliminary
hearing and pleaded not guilty to
first-degree recklessly endangering
safety, second-degree recklessly en-
dangering safety, fleeing an officer
in a motor vehicle, felony bail jump-
ing and criminal damage to prop-
erty, in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred July 9. A
pre-trial conference was scheduled
for March 17.

Chadrick B. Thompson, 45, Ocon-
to, waived his right to a preliminary
hearing and was bound over on
charges of second-degree recklessly
endangering safety, aggravated bat-
tery, injury by use of a dangerous
weapon and misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct, in connection with
an incident that allegedly occurred
Oct. 4. Arraignment was scheduled
for March 17.

Morgan A. Butner, 41, Oconto
Falls, waived his right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not guilty
to possession of narcotic drugs and
misdemeanor charges of possession
of cocaine, ignition interlock viola-
tion, operating while revoked and
possession of drug paraphernalia,
in connection with incidents that
allegedly occurred Dec. 20-21. A
pre-trial conference was scheduled
for March 17.

Maryana D. Barber, 36, Crivitz,
waived her right to a preliminary
hearing and was bound over on
charges of possession with intent
to distribute amphetamine, manu-
facture and delivery of THC, felony
child neglect, maintaining a drug
trafficking place, two counts of
misdemeanor child neglect and six
misdemeanor counts of contribut-
ing to the delinquency of a child,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Jan. 14. Arraign-
ment was scheduled for March 17.

Zachary R. Clarke, 26, Green Bay,
waived his right to a preliminary
hearing and was bound over on
charges of possession with intent
to distribute amphetamine, pos-
session of narcotic drugs, posses-
sion with intent to distribute THC,
misdemeanor possession of drug
paraphernalia, all repeat offenses,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Jan. 12. Arraign-
ment was scheduled for March 17.

Proceedings of Feb. 22

Cheryl Lynn Beck, 46, Kenosha,
was placed on two years’ probation
after a prison sentence was im-
posed and stayed for possession of
narcotic drugs, in connection with
an incident that occurred March
29, 2021. Among other probation
conditions, Judge ruled that Beck
must maintain absolute sobriety and
complete all assessments, counsel-
ing and treatment deemed necessary
by her probation agent.

Jessica N. Miller, 37, Green Bay,
pleaded no contest to possession
with intent to deliver amphetamine,
in connection with an incident that
occurred Nov. 23. Judge scheduled
sentencing for May 3 and ordered a
pre-sentence investigation.

Judge Michael T. Judge ruled
that Brandon M. Kwiatkowski, 36,
Marinette, is currently not compe-
tent to assist in his own defense but
is likely to become competent. He
ordered Kwiatkowski committed for
treatment and suspended court pro-
ceedings on charges of hit-and-run
involving injury and a misdemeanor
count of resisting or obstructing an
officer, in connection with a colli-
sion on U.S. Highway 41 in Abrams
on Nov. 14.

Randall R. Kellogg, 32, Suring,
waived his right to a preliminary
hearing and pleaded not guilty to
first-degree reckless endangerment,
aggravated battery and misdemean-
or counts of battery and disorderly
conduct, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred
Dec. 18. A pre-trial conference was
scheduled for May 19.

Barbara Ann Besiak, 43, Amasa,
Michigan, waived her right to a
preliminary hearing and pleaded not
guilty to possession with intent to
deliver amphetamine and a misde-
meanor count of possession of THC,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Dec. 19. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled for
March 17.

Curt T. Schmitt, 32, Suring,
pleaded not guilty to charges of
manufacture with intent to deliver
THC, possession with intent to
deliver THC, maintaining a drug
trafficking place and misdemeanor
possession of drug paraphernalia,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Oct. 27. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled for
March 21.
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Proceedings of Feb. 21

After a preliminary hearing,
Travis J. Ragen, 31, Lena, was bound
over on two counts of first-degree
recklessly endangering safety, four
counts of felony bail jumping and
misdemeanor counts of causing
injury by intoxicated boat opera-
tion and operating a firearm while
intoxicated, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred
Sept. 4. Arraignment was sched-

uled for March 7. Ragen is await-
ing a May 24-27 trial on charges of
second-degree reckless homicide,
homicide by the intoxicated use of a
motor vehicle and homicide by the
operation of a vehicle with a prohib-
ited alcohol content, in connection
with the Nov. 15, 2019, crash that
killed Melissa J. Cota, 53, of Oconto,
and four counts of bail jumping, in
connection with with incidents that
allegedly occurred in 2020 and 2021.

Cody John Krueger, 24, Algoma,
pleaded not guilty to attempted
first-degree intentional homicide,
armed robbery and first-degree
reckless endangerment charges in
connection with a shooting on an
Oconto street Sept. 3, as well as two
counts of second-degree recklessly
endangering safety, fleeing an offi-
cer and misdemeanor driving while
his license was revoked, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly

occurred Sept. 10. A pre-trial confer-
ence was scheduled for March 17.

Andrew J. Pecor, 36, Oconto,
pleaded no contest to possession of
narcotic drugs, in connection with
an incident that occurred June 14,
and felony child neglect, in connec-
tion with an incident that occurred
June 17. Judge scheduled sentencing
for April 25 and ordered a pre-sen-
tence investigation.

OBITUARIES

Judith “Judy” Ann Peterson, 79,
McAllen, Texas, formerly Oconto
Falls, died suddenly of natural causes
Tuesday morning, Feb. 22, 2022 at
home in McAllen. She was born Aug.
5,1942, in Oconto Falls to Victor and
Claudine (Umentum) Peterson. Judy
grew up in Gillett and graduated
from high school with the Class of
1960. On Nov. 12, 1960, she married
Jordan L. Siegel at St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Gillett, and they had three
sons.

While living in Menomonie Falls,
she was employed at Dutchland
Dairy and later moved to Milwaukee
where she worked in nightclubs for
many years. Following her divorce
from Jordan, she met an old friend

Walter Alfred Rusch, aka “Wally”
or “Butch,” 85, Oconto Falls, died
unexpectedly Monday afternoon, Feb.
21, 2022, at Bellin Memorial Hospi-
tal in Green Bay, with his wife and
children present following a short
illness. Wally was born in Gillett to
Walter and Edna (Zastrow) Rusch
and shared his growing up years with
his older sister Janet and younger
brother, Clyde. Youngest sister Rel-
len came along, and they shared a
special friendship to the end.

Having met his wife in their teens,
the couple would have celebrated 67
years of marriage this March 10, 2022.

Judith “Ba” Ann Lamine, 75,
Oconto Falls, died Monday evening,
Feb. 21, 2022, at home surrounded by
her family. She was born Dec. 5, 1946,
in Green Bay to Lawrence and Phyllis
(Crossman) Morrow. Judy grew up in
the Oneida area.

On July 27,1968, she married Rob-
ert Lamine in Green Bay and had five

Judith A. Peterson

from Gillett,
LaVerne Olson,
and together they
ran a tavern in
Milwaukee from
1980 until Judy
moved back to the
Oconto Falls area
in 1996. While
living in Oconto
Falls, she was em-
ployed at Sharpe Care nursing home
in dietary and became a member of
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church in
the Town of Maple Valley.
Survivors are a longtime friend,
Donald Kilburn, Dallas, Texas; three
sons, Jeffry (Holly) Siegel, Oak
Creek, Jim (Sandy) Siegel, Gillett,

and Jon (Vicki) Siegel, Markesan; six
grandchildren, Jason Siegel, Derek
(Stephanie) and Dustin Siegel, Lisa
(Matt) Boyarski, Natasha (Brad)
Shucha and Karyn Siegel; nine great-
grandchildren, Sina Siegel, Adonis
and Olivia Siegel, Kaytlin and Jayden
Boyarski, Brook Shucha, Dalton
and Daxton Siegel, and Dawson
Siegel; two brothers, Dan (Maria)
Peterson, Martinez, California, and
Ritchie (Sue) Peterson, Gillett; two
sisters, Barbara (Kurt Spaeth) Jaekel,
Rubicon, and Vickie Miller, Ocono-
mowoc; one brother-in-law, John
Severson, Gillett; many nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in death by her
parents; grandparents; three infant

Walter A. Rusch

With Jane by his
side, Wally built a
successful truck-
ing business, start-
ing with one truck
that he built piece
by piece. Wally
made numerous
business acquain-
tances, some who
became friends

he held dear over the years. After
years of hard work, he spent less time
trucking and more time buying and
selling used trucks and equipment,
which he enjoyed right up until the

Judith A.

children together.
The couple lived
in the Green Bay
area before mov-
ing to Oconto
Falls 30 years ago.
Judy “Ba” will be
lovingly remem-
bered as a devoted

end. Jane supported him not only
with the business but by managing a
household full of children.

Survivors are his wife Jane; daugh-
ters, Dawn (Steve), Karen (Chris),
Janice (Mike), Luann (Ken) and Jen-
nifer (Jon); sons, Kevin (Chris), Billy
(Kelly) and Darren; sister, Rellen
(Chuck); niece, Beth (Pat); and many
grandchildren whom he loved dearly
for their unique and special person-
alities.

He was preceded in death by his
parents; son, Mark; daughter, Debra;
brother, Clyde; sister, Janet; two
grandsons, Christopher and Zachery;

Lamine

wife, mother and grandmother who
enjoyed cooking and caring for her
family.

Survivors are her husband, Bob
Lamine; five children, Michelle
(Kevin) Magee, Holly (Rod) Jones,
JoJo (Angela), Virginia and Christo-
pher Lamine; 12 grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren; five brothers and

siblings, Robert, Phyllis and Bernard
Peterson; one sister, Gloria Sever-
son; and longtime partner, LaVerne
Olson, in 2011.

Visitation after 9 a.m. Saturday,
March 5, 2022, at Our Redeemer’s Lu-
theran Church in the Town of Maple
Valley until the time of services.
Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. Saturday at the church with Pas-
tor Fred Mai officiating. Livestream
available at https://ourredeem-
erssuring.org. Burial will take place
alongside her grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Anton Umentum in Woodlawn
Cemetery in Oconto Falls.

Jones Funeral Service in Oconto
Falls is serving the Peterson family.

and two brothers-in-law, William and
Jack Johnston.

Visitation will be held 2-7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 25, 2022, at Jones Fu-
neral Service in Oconto Falls with a
celebration of his life at 7 p.m., which
Pastor Larry Bong will lead.

The Rusch family would like to
thank the kind and generous staff at
Bellin Memorial Hospital, specifically
ICU and nurse Michong for their sup-
port, care and compassion.

In lieu of other expressions of
sympathy, memorials may be made to
Shriner Children’s Hospital.

three sisters; and special friend, Ruth
Urban.

She was preceded in death by her
parents and one brother.

There will be no public services,
but private at a later date.

Jones Funeral Service in Oconto
Falls is serving the family.
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OCEDC contract extended for 2022

County Board signals some willingness to pay more in the future

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

Oconto County has renewed its
contract with the Oconto Economic
Development Corp. for another year.

The Oconto County Board of
Supervisors voted unanimously Feb.
24 to approve the 2022 contract with
the public-private partnership at a
cost of $286,481. The corporation
works year-round to advance local
economic development, support the
expansion and retention of existing
businesses, and promote tourism and
recreation throughout the county.

OCEDC reports monthly to the
County Board. Among initiatives
Executive Director Jayme Sellen
discussed this month were publica-
tion and distribution of the 2022
Discovery Guide, a grant application
to the USDA that could allow expan-
sion of OCEDC’s Business Innova-
tion Network, and recent tours of the
county that corporation staff gave for
potential commercial developers and
a tourism travel writer.

Supervisor Gary Frank said the
cost of the annual contract has
remained the same for several years,
unlike county departments that may

hold the line on spending but do
grant pay increases for their employ-
ees.

“They (OCEDC) do have the same
kinds of pressures that we do in the
county in terms of getting and keep-
ing employees,” Frank said, signalling
that the board may be receptive to
future increases.

Supervisor Rose Stellmacher
agreed, speculating that there hasn’t
been an increase in as many as eight
years.

“Quite frankly, I don’t see how
they can keep going if this remains
the same,” she said.

County Board Chairman Paul Bed-
narik said the reason OCEDC hasn’t
seen an increase is simple: “They
never ask.”

The contract calls for OCEDC to
provide $120,081 worth of economic
development services, $151,400 in
tourism promotion services and
$15,000 for a 2023 fishing tourna-
ment. If the tournament is canceled
or otherwise doesn’t take place,
those funds would be refunded to the
county.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Board holds moment of silence for Doeren

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The Oconto County Board
opened its Feb. 24 meeting with a
moment of silence in memory of
Supervisor Richard Doeren, who
died Feb. 17 at age 77.

Doeren, also a former Oconto
City Council member, created the
Oconto’s Eagle Nest Facebook
page several years ago to chronicle

activity in the nest near Breakwater

Park. The nest was built in a tall
tree overlooking a watery, grassy
area near where the Oconto River
enters the bay of Green Bay.

He was an avid supporter of the
county and its wildlife. One of his
last comments on the county board
floor was in support of adding
$15,000 to the 2022 county budget
to promote fishing tournaments on

the bay.

Doeren said the county earns
a long-term benefit when major
TV networks and sport fishing
channels cover the tournaments
and talk about walleye fishing in
Oconto.

“You might think, “‘Well, this is
only one year.” But what happens
is that Grandpa Jones in Keokuk,
Iowa, says two years from now,

‘Let’s go up to Oconto, Wisconsin.
That’s where they catch all those
big walleyes,”” Doeren said. “And
that rolls down the line; I’ve seen
that happen.”

For the past 25 years, he owned
and operated the Lumber Mill
Gallery on the river in Oconto. A
U.S. Army veteran, he took an Old
Glory Honor Flight to Washington,
D.C., in 2019.

Vintage snowmobile weekend coming up in Mountain

Chute Pond Snowmobile Club will
be hosting the Blast From the Past
Vintage Snowmobile Weekend on
March 4-5.

On March 4, the vintage ride
(non-vintage also welcome) leaves
at 11 a.m. from Waters Edge on

Anderson Lake, 12058 State High-
way 32, Suring. It will return later
for dinner off the menu. There will
be bucket raffles and more. Non-
club members and general public is
welcome. To reserve your spot, call
920-373-8578.

On March 5, the Blast From the
Past Vintage Show and Swap Meet
will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Skinny Dave’s, 12848 State High-
way 32-64, Mountain. Registration
will take place from 9 a.m. to noon.
There is no cost to enter sleds or for

spectators.

This is a family friendly event.
A vintage sled raffle drawing takes
place at noon. Trophy presenta-
tions will follow the judging. Food
and beverages will be available. For
details, call 920-373-8579.

Food drive planned through March

NEW Credit Union’s second
annual Penny Nicholas Food Drive
is underway through the month of
March at the financial institution’s
four locations.

For every five items of nonper-
ishable food dropped off during the
month of March, the donor’s name will
be put in a drawing for one of four $50
gift cards, compliments of the credit
union. Food gathered will be distrib-
uted among several local food pantries.

Deadline to enter will be 4:30 p.m.
March 31. Winners will be notified by
phone April 4. The drawing is open
to the public; no purchase necessary
to enter. The credit union’s employ-
ees and members of their households
are not eligible to win.

NEW Credit Union office loca-
tions are 301 Jackson St., Oconto
Falls, 405 Pecor St., Oconto, 717 E.
Main St., Suring, and 570 Frontage
Road, Peshtigo.

Lena church to host ‘Healthy Aging' presentation

The Lena Seventh-Day Adven-
tist Church plans to host “Healthy
Aging,” a presentation about health
and well-being during the later
years of life by Dr. Nathan Jack-
son from Bayshore Chiropractic,
Oconto, on March 15.

Jackson takes the “whole person
approach” and has been treating pa-
tients in his Oconto clinic for more
than 20 years.

Healthy thinking, the use of vi-
tamins and supplements, nutrition,
exercise, fighting viruses, sugar in
our diets and proper body align-
ment during the aging process are
among the topics Jackson plans to
cover.

“Healthy Aging” is scheduled for
6:30 p.m. March 15 at the church,
538 Harley St., Lena. This free pre-
sentation is open to the public.
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Panel addresses racial issues in America

Professor, Stockbridge-Munsee leader discuss why it's difficult for people to get along

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Shawano had a discussion on
race Feb. 24 that had nothing to
do with roaring engines and a dirt
track.

Instead, the presentation held at
the Shawano Public Library focused
on how racism is still prevalent in
American society today — from
full-blown hatred and discrimina-
tion toward people of a different
colored skin to making assumptions
of foreigners, like their intelligence
or their ability to speak a certain
way.

The library hosted the event as
part of a month-long dive into a
discussion about race. The library
held a winter reading challenge
to encourage the community to
read “Stamped From the Begin-
ning” by Ibram X. Kendi, which
examines the history of racist ideas
in America, and followed that up
with a Facebook discussion group
discussing what is addressed in the
book. The program concluded with
the evening presentation featuring
Shannon Holsey, president of the
Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mo-
hican Indians, and professor Angel
Saavedra Cisneros, who teaches
political science at St. Norbert Col-
lege.

Holsey noted that her tribe is
not originally from Wisconsin but
from upstate New York, but forced
relocations from the government
brought her people to Wisconsin
to settle on land that originally
belonged to the Menominee. Even
when the U.S. Constitution was
crafted, she said, it was geared to-
ward white men and not considered
for other races — especially not
Native Americans, who were not
granted U.S. citizenship until 1924.

“We didn’t even receive our
freedom of religion until 1978,”
Holsey said, noting that the early
Europeans had deemed the vari-
ous tribes living here centuries
ago to be uncivilized. “We were
always civilized, and some people
think that, when people came to the
Americas, they somehow evolved
Native Americans through assimila-
tion.”

For Holsey, having discussions
on the different ways various cul-
tures live their lives and conduct

Shannon Holsey, left, president of the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohican Indians, listens as Angel Saavedra Cisneros, a political science professor, makes
a point Feb. 24 about how racial issues are still a big problem today and have not gone away during a panel discussion at the Shawano Public Library.

themselves today is important to
realize there’s more than one way
of doing things.

“Unity does not have to mean
necessarily uniformity, but there
has to be a level of diplomacy and
decorum because it’s really signifi-
cantly important to understand our
history,” Holsey said. “We don’t
want them to repeat themselves
because there’s an underbelly and
ugliness of it.”

Holsey noted that many K-12 his-
tory textbooks today don’t speak of
Indigenous people beyond 1900.

“There’s an invisibility about
who we are,” Holsey said.

Cisneros noted his job requires
him to teach about things that
are “impolite to talk about at the
dinner table,” which includes race
and politics. He immigrated to the
United States from Mexico and be-
came a citizen last fall, and he said
that he’d been pretty naive about
this country and imagined it was a
multicultural melting pot.

“I thought race was something
that we read about in textbooks and
that racism had been eradicated,”

Cisneros said. “I want to remind us
all that we’re human, and we have
lots of flaws. We can fight these
flaws if we remember that we’re
human. If we listen to humans and
sit next to humans, then we can
change the way we view our identi-
ties and use them for good.”

Healing is a key factor in mend-
ing race relations, according to Cis-
neros, but that only works when the
perpetrator apologizes. He noted
that people should think before
they speak.

“What do you lose from being
able to do right by someone?” Cis-
neros said. “You don’t lose anything
by saying, ‘You know what? That
might hurt you, and I don’t have
to do that anymore.” Micro-aggres-
sions are really interesting. If you
wouldn’t use that compliment for
somebody like you, then maybe you
shouldn’t use it.”

The issue of white privilege also
came up during the panel discus-
sion, and Cisneros pointed out that
the concept of privilege is not nec-
essarily limited to races with white
skin, and that it should be acknowl-

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

edged but not in a shameful way.
“Privilege is something you have,
whether you want it or not,” Cisne-
ros said. “You can’t give it up. You
can elevate people. You can use it
for good, but you can’t give it up.”
Holsey related her experience
from two days earlier, when she
addressed the Wisconsin Assembly.
She noted that like-minded people
or people who looked the same
were congregated in different parts
of the chamber.
“I am in the legislative hall,
and — I'm not even kidding — the
Republicans are on one side of the
hall, the Democrats are on one side,
and the Natives are just over in a
corner somewhere,” Holsey said.
Holsey suggested that people
should try to regularly put them-
selves in situations where they’re
not with like-minded individuals,
and that it might help people to un-
derstand that differences are OK.
“Every day I learn from some-
body, and everybody has their own
story to tell,” Holsey said.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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NEW Media seeks freelancers to craft feature
stories, cover community and high school sports, and
cover events of local interest in Shawano, Oconto and
Menominee counties for our online and print products.
Self-starting correspondents have the opportunity to
meet new people, learn about their communities and tell
interesting stories to a broad audience. Correspondents
must be able to take photos to accompany stories. Send
a cover letter detailing your writing and photography
experience and your fees, along with any clips you might
have, to editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “Correspondent”
in the header.
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Sacred Heart kicks off reading week

ABOVE: Brycen Reiter, left, reads to Everette DuQuaine in the Sacred Heart Catholic School gymnasium Feb. 28 to kick off
Read Across America Week. Setting up Camp Read-A-Lot, students were broken up into multi-age groups and teachers set
up campsites throughout the gymnasium. CONTRIBUTED
LEFT: Sacred Heart Catholic School teachers Lori Mathwich and Michelle Powers look over some books Feb. 28 in the
school gymnasium as part of the school's celebration of Read Across America Week. Campsites were themed and so their
book collections and camp decorations were based on that theme. Themes were food, dinosaurs, mysteries, Dr. Seuss,
animals, Mardi Gras, fantasy and sports. CONTRIBUTED
BELOW: Sacred Heart Catholic School eighth-grade student Swede Corn reads to younger students Feb. 28 in the school
gymnasium as part of Read Across America Week. The student groups spent 10 minutes at each campsite to enjoy the
books there. CONTRIBUTED
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Pulaski schools plan for future growth

Listening session reveals need to expand elementary schools, renovate all facilities

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The Pulaski School District is
growing to the point where at least
one elementary school is going to
exceed capacity by 2025, and other
schools could be reaching capacity in
the 10 years after that.

To that end, district officials are
seeking community input on how to
address school needs and whether
they would support a referendum in
November 2022 or beyond. The dis-
trict held a listening session Feb. 23
to talk with families and community
members about immediate and future
needs to gauge what they’d support in
a large improvement and renovation
project.

“I'm really glad that we have a nice
crowd tonight,” said Superintendent
Allison Space. “This evening couldn’t
happen without all of us working
together.”

Hillcrest Elementary School,
located in Brown County south of
Highway 29, is expected to exceed its
capacity in three years. The district
needs to build on to the existing
building soon unless other steps are
taken, like transferring students to
other elementary schools. However,
Sunnyside Elementary School, located
east of Pulaski, is expected to exceed
its capacity by 2030, and Lannoye
Elementary School, the closest school
to Hillcrest, is forecast to reach ca-
pacity by 2035.

Besides growth at the elemen-
tary school, the district predicts that
enrollment of middle school students
could increase by about 100 between
now and 2035, meaning that an expan-
sion of Pulaski Community Middle
School could be on the horizon. How-
ever, that capacity could be reached
sooner; an additional 50 middle
school students attend from outside
the district due to open enrollment,
and that number could climb.

The district also estimates that
the high school could grow its in-
district student population by over
150 students but does not believe it
will reach capacity there unless its
open enrollment count grows there,
as well.

If the district decides to go for
a referendum, it could be in a good
financial position to do so, according
to Mark Logan, the district’s business
manager. The district had a tax rate of

Pulaski High School Principal Jeremy Pach, right, listens as a community member talks about the necessity of supporting the schools in a smaller breakout of
the listening session that took place Feb. 23 at the high school. The Pulaski School District is anticipating that it could ask voters to approve a referendumin
November, but the amount in the referendum will depend upon community input.

$8.84 per $1,000 of valuation in 2016,
but the current rate is $6.32 — one of
the lowest in the area and significant-
ly below the state average of $8.67.

Logan noted that the district re-
cently became debt free after paying
off its 2013 referendum six years early,
resulting in a savings of $100,000 for
the district. He said that the property
owners in the district could see their
tax rate go up 72 cents if $50 million
in bonds were approved, $1.27 for $75
million in bonds and $1.82 for $100
million.

The district is estimating that the
infrastructure needs of the existing
schools, not including the expan-
sion, could cost anywhere from $39.4
million to $43.4 million, according
to Clint Selle, an architect with Bray
Architects. About $8 million of those
infrastructure needs fall in the imme-
diate category and another $16 million
are needs that could emerge as a
priority in the next few years.

Pulaski is looking at an expansion
of Hillcrest that could almost double
the size of the building. The expanded
areas would house classrooms for

kindergarten and second grade, a
commons area, gymnasium, music
and art classrooms, administrative
offices and more. Hillcrest’s expan-
sion could cost the district up to $27.7
million, which would be cheaper than
building a new school, estimated to
cost close to $38 million.

“It would provide us a challenge if
we were to build a new school in the
Hillcrest area, taking and (demolish-
ing) that building and putting some-
thing in the same place,” Space said.
“We have had those conversations.”

A similar expansion is being eyed
for Sunnyside, with classrooms for
kindergarten and first grades on the
upper floor, the main offices and
a new cafeteria. The expansion is
estimated to cost as much as $24.3
million.

Other, smaller expansions are also
being considered for the Lannoye,
Fairview and Glenbrook elementary
schools, ranging from $1 million to $7
million.

Pulaski High School could expand
to include a new pool and athletic fa-
cilities on the northeast corner of the

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

building, including an indoor practice
facility for the sports programs. The
high school could expand on the
south end, too, with more technol-
ogy education facilities, and there are
also plans to provide more than 200
additional parking spaces. All of these
projects are expected to cost as much
as $45.7 million.

If a pool is built at the high school,
the existing pool at Pulaski Communi-
ty Middle School would be removed
and turned into technology education
classrooms for those students. That
could cost the district as much as $3.1
million.

At all of the schools, plans are in
the works to redesign classrooms for
the modern era, moving away from
the rows of desks to a more interac-
tive concept.

Space noted that the information
and input received from the commu-
nity will be posted on the district’s
website, www.pulaskischools.org,
with a question-and-answer format to
help inform residents.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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It's too earl

While it is getting tempting for
many of us, it is still a bit too early
to begin starting
seeds indoors
for the upcom-
ing growing
season, but that
doesn’t mean
that we cannot
dream.

Right now is
the best time of
the year to head
to your local
garden center to
pick up seed of some of your favor-
ite plants, as well as new varieties
on your wish list. Seeds don’t last
long in the stores. If you wait until
April or May to shop, they will be
pretty well picked over. So, head out
now and gather your seed, even if
you have to wait several more weeks
to plant them.

Vegetable seeds have been
extremely popular over the last
few years since the virus pandemic
began. More and more gardeners
are discovering the joys of growing
food at home. They are snapping up
the seeds fast. Gather your favorites
now, especially heirloom tomatoes,
peppers, beans, peas, carrots, beets
and others.

Speaking of garden dreams, this
may be the year that you want to
completely overhaul your garden.
Try a new design. Do some sketch-
ing of the areas in your yard and
garden where you plan and see what
new options you can come up with.
It’s always fun to try a new garden
design or a new garden outline and
what better time to indulge your
dream garden design than right now
while snow still blankets the yard.

Don’t let the perfectionist inside
you intimidate your garden passion.
Your garden design doesn’t have to
be perfect. Search out examples on-
line and piece together elements of
different garden designs that interest
you. Make it fun.

Winter is also the perfect time
to take a closer look at your garden
and see what’s missing. Do you have
plenty of berries and seed heads
available for overwintering song-
birds? Do you have enough shelter-
ing space for these birds, such as
evergreen shrubs? A brush pile or
discarded Christmas tree, perhaps?
Is there enough winter interest in
your garden in the form of grass
plumes, dried hydrangea blossoms,
seed heads of various flowers, the
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The houseplant craze is catching on, fueling the winter dreams of many gardeners.

Many garden centers and greenhouses have already begun spring planting of annuals, hanging baskets

and other garden novelties.

bark of trees, colorful winter shrubs,
even your own garden art?

Now is the time to make a list of
what’s missing and what you want to
add to the garden next year to make
the garden in winter an even more
inviting place, for yourself, as well
as our wild friends.

If you are really antsy, now is

ROB ZIMMER

a great time to pick up one of the
tabletop or desktop hydroponic gar-
dens where you can instantly begin
growing lettuce, herbs, even seeds
indoors. Most of these have their
own lights built in, so you don’t even
need to worry about providing an
adequate light source. Pick one up
and enjoy the fun. You’ll be eating

o plant but not to plan

ROB ZIMMER

fresh greens in a matter of just a few
weeks.

The winter dreams of many
gardeners are brought to life in the
form of house plants and indoor
blooms. Houseplants are a huge and
popular trend right now, boosted by
online sites, such as Pinterest and
TikTok. A whole new generation of
plant lovers are beginning to enjoy
the beauty and benefit of growing
indoor plants. With more and more
young adults living in apartments,
the house plant boom is happening.

From succulents and orchids to
foliage plants and lush, hanging gar-
dens, the demand for house plants is
driving up prices and many classics
are becoming harder to find. House-
plant growers continue to hybridize
more and more tantalizing choices
to tempt indoor plant lovers.

Whatever your garden dreams,
now is the time to act, and to begin
to prepare for the new growing sea-
son just a few short weeks away.

Find Rob Zimmer on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
RobZimmerQutdoors.
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Evers quietly signs bill on police hiring

Legislation would make it tougher for bad apples to get jobs elsewhere

By PETER CAMERON
The Badger Project

With little fanfare and no opposition,
a bill proponents hope will cut down on
bad apples in law enforcement passed
the legislature and was signed by the
governor way back in November.

The law requires law enforcement
agencies maintain a work history file
for each employee and creates a proce-
dure for law enforcement agencies, jails
and juvenile detention facilities to re-
ceive and review an officer candidate’s
file from previous employers.

Gov. Tony Evers announced the
bill signing with several others in a
press release issued Nov. 5. Passage has
garnered little to no media coverage or
public comment from elected officials.

Union protections often make it
difficult to fire officers, chiefs across
the country complain, so law enforce-
ment agencies will sometimes agree to
seal a problem officer’s personnel file in
exchange for his or her willing resigna-
tion. This law aims to end that practice
in Wisconsin.

It “provides a much-needed mecha-
nism to keep bad actors in policing
from moving to new agencies after be-
ing terminated for unlawful or unethi-
cal behavior,” said Meghan Stroshine,
an associate professor of criminology
and law studies at Marquette Univer-

sity who studies law enforcement.

“Police are afforded many protec-
tions due to the unique role they play
in society, but there should be no cases
where a police department is in the
dark about the reason(s) an individual
was fired from another law enforce-
ment agency,” Stroshine wrote in an
email, “nor should there be the possibil-
ity of sealing officers’ personnel files in
exchange for their resignation. There
should be open access to information
about what led to the end of employ-
ment at a job candidate’s previous
agency.”

She noted that the law does not
impose consequences for agencies that
fail to comply.

“I see this law as a first step in
preventing ‘wandering officers’ from
finding employment after termination,
not the final step,” she said.

The largest police union in the state,
the Wisconsin Professional Police
Association, supported this measure
because it mandates statewide unifor-
mity and transparency in hiring law
enforcement officers, said Jim Palmer,
the group’s executive director.

“No one wants a bad officer out of
the profession more than a good one,
and the law now requires all agencies
to review the performance records
anytime they consider hiring experi-
enced officers,” Palmer wrote in an

email. “Mandating this transparency
on a statewide basis will make agencies
more accountable, and that serves both
the interests of the public and the law
enforcement community.”

An investigation in 2021 by The
Badger Project found that nearly 200
current officers in Wisconsin had been
fired or forced out from previous jobs
in law enforcement. Many were simply
young officers in their first jobs who
failed to pass their new hire probation-
ary period, when the bar to fire them
is very low. Some rehired officers had
lost jobs for more serious conduct, like
public drunkenness and sexual harass-
ment.

The new police transparency law
came out of the Assembly Speaker’s
Task Force on Racial Disparities,
formed after a Minneapolis police
officer’s murder of George Floyd and
the resulting unrest. Assembly Major-
ity Leader Jim Steineke (R-Kaukauna),
who is white, and state Rep. Sheila
Stubbs (D-Madison), who is Black, co-
chaired the task force.

Steineke was “not available to com-
ment,” spokesman Mitch Goettl said in
an email. A member of the Assembly
since 2011, he recently announced he
will not seek reelection this year.

Stubbs also did not respond to ques-
tions about the bill.

Steineke called leading the com-

mittee a “political loser” in an email
captured last year in a records request
by Up North News, a left-leaning news
organization, noting in the email and a
subsequent interview that some would
be upset no matter what the committee
did.

He also stressed in the email the
importance of finding areas of biparti-
san agreement, while writing that ac-
complishments would show how Evers
“could get things done if his (adminis-
tration) weren’t so damn political.”

“This isn’t a role I relish, but think
it’s the right thing to do right now,” he
wrote in the email.

Last summer, the governor signed
several bipartisan bills that came out
of the racial disparities task force. The
bills banned chokeholds by police,
required law enforcement agencies
make their use of force policies publicly
available, created statewide standards
for when an officer may use deadly
force, mandated officers to intervene
when other officers use illegal force and
created whistleblower protections for
officers who report misconduct.

State Democrats, a legislative minor-
ity since Republicans were able to draw
political districts in 2011, cannot pass
any legislation without GOP approval.

Flood awareness wee

The official start of spring in a
couple of weeks also marks a return
to flood season across the state.

To encourage everyone in the
state to be prepared, Gov. Tony
Evers has declared Feb. 28 to March
4 Flood Safety Awareness Week in
Wisconsin. Shawano County is en-
couraging people to take the week to
assess their flood risk and learn how
to protect themselves before, during
and after a flood.

Flooding is a topic that should
be taken very seriously in the area,
especially with Shawano Lake and
the Wolf River running through the
county, according to Lt. Chris Madle,
the county’s emergency management
director.

Each year, flooding also causes
millions of dollars in damage to
homes, businesses and public in-

frastructure throughout Wisconsin,
Madle said. Many of those losses are
not covered by basic insurance poli-
cies either, often requiring special
coverage through the National Flood
Insurance Program or through a
private company.

While it’s not always possible
to stop the waters from rising, it’s
important to know flood risk. Home-
owners can assess the potential for
flooding on their property if they
live in a flood plain or near a body
of water, or have a basement. They
should plan with the family for what
they will do if the floodwaters begin
to rise.

Madle also recommends build-
ing a go-kit, which should include
items such as food, water, cash,
medications and copies of important
documents (passports and birth cer-

prompts safety tips

tificates, medical records, insurance
policies and financial documents).

People can keep water out of
their house, according to Madle, by
cleaning gutters regularly, directing
downspouts away from foundations,
repairing cracks in foundations, im-
proving grading so water flows away
from the house and covering window
wells.

Madle also urges homeowners to
investigate flood insurance. Standard
insurance policies generally do not
cover flooding. Most flood cover-
age requires 30 days to take effect.
Find information at https://www.
floodsmart.gov.

Residents should stay up to date
on the forecast and identify multiple
ways to receive alerts about danger-
ous weather conditions and potential
flooding, such as a NOAA Weather

Radio, trusted local news outlets and
mobile weather apps.

People should never drive or walk
through flooded areas, according to
Madle. Just six inches of fast-moving
water can sweep adults off their feet,
while 12 inches can carry away a
small car. Be especially careful while
driving at night. Driving through
floodwaters puts lives at risk —
more than half of flood fatalities are
vehicle related. Flooding killed one
person in Wisconsin in 2020.

People should stay out of floodwa-
ters, which can contain bacteria from
human and animal waste, sharp ob-
jects, hazardous chemicals, downed
power lines and other dangerous
items.

If a home floods, residents should
follow cleaning and disinfection
guidelines to avoid mold growth.
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CLUB NOTES
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Lena Lions

Donna Leigh was welcomed as
a new member of the Lena Lions
Club at their February meeting.
Luana McNurlen, Donna’s sister,
sponsored her.

The award was presented by
Vice President Jon Shallow.

Donna was born and raised in
the Lena area and graduated from
Lena High School. Donna works
with behavioral health patients at
Oconto County Health and Human
Services. She has been with the
health services for 22 years. Donna
recently earned her certification
through the state of Wisconsin as a
medical assistant.

Donna is looking forward to
working with her sisters, Luana
Leigh and Mary Jo Heise, along
with the other club members on
the many activities and projects
the Lena Lions are involved in.

Oconto Falls Lions Club

A dozen roses or a spring
bouquet can be had for $20 from
any member of the Oconto Falls
Lions Club during the 2022 Spring
Flower Sale, through March 16.

The delivery date is 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. April 1. Flowers may be
picked up at the Oconto Falls Area
Community Center, 512 Caldwell
Ave., or the club offers a delivery
option in Oconto Falls and the sur-
rounding area.

For more information, call Tom
Luana McNurlen, left, and Jon Shallow, right, welcome Donna Leigh into the Lena Lions Club. CONTRIBUTED ~ Clark at 920-846-3032.

Dance team has
3 state qualifiers

Oconto Falls High School Varsity Dance Team
members, from left, Alexandra Brown, Gabby
Konop and McKenzie Jackson were recognized as
all-state qualifiers during the Oconto Falls School
Board meeting on Feb. 14. This is this the sixth
consecutive year that Oconto Falls High School
has been represented at state for the varsity
dance team program. CONTRIBUTED

MARRIAGES —

Ryan Timothy Dooley, Pulaski,
and Jenna Rose Beyer, Lena.

Shane Nicholas Hescher and Mor-
gan Elaine Hervas, Oconto.

www.newmedia-wi.com
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Linus supply of blankets swells from volunteers

New group of blanketeers looking for agencies who have need of more than 50 coverings

By LYNN ZAFFRANN
Correspondent

Thirteen volunteers, known as
blanketeers, got together locally to cre-
ate and collect 51 handmade blankets
to give to children who are ill, trau-
matized or in need of the reassurance
provided by the hug of a comfortable
blanket.

They are now spreading the
word that the blankets are available
to donate through the Project Linus
program.

Project Linus is an organization
dedicated to donating new, handmade
blankets to children in need. Make a
Blanket Day, the first one sponsored
by the Oconto and Marinette counties
chapter of Project Linus, was held in
Oconto Falls on Feb. 19.

Lynette Konitzer, of Oconto Falls,
worked toward holding a Make a
Blanket Day since forming the chapter
in October 2021. She is the chapter’s
coordinator and would like to hold the
event two or three times per year.

An enthusiastic quilter herself,
Konitzer arranged sponsors for Make
a Blanket Day. Northeast Wisconsin
Technical College in Oconto Falls
provided classroom space and the use
of a long-arm quilting machine. The
Marinette Walmart donated a commu-
nity grant, which was used to purchase
supplies for the blankets.

Konitzer was involved in the Brown
County chapter before launching the
Oconto and Marinette counties group.

“I've been a quilt instructor at
NWTC in Green Bay for five years,”
she said, “and I was part of the Brown
County Project Linus chapter for about
two years.”

When forming the Oconto and
Marinette chapter, she reached out
to her quilting friends. She said that
“quilters love to get together and sew
all day.” Blanketeers at the first Make
a Blanket Day included volunteers
who crochet, knit and create fleece
tie blankets, in addition to quilters. Of
the 13 volunteers on Feb. 19, five were
women who created fleece blankets.

Completed blankets went through
quality control by Konitzer, who added
a special Project Linus label to each
one. She keeps them at her house and
personally delivers them to agencies.

“The Marinette foster system took
some,” she said. “We need more places
to accept the blankets we have on
hand now.”

Konitzer is looking for new places

Kathy Delvaux, Roxanne Mueller, Sharon Starks, Barb Hoeft, Carol Vincent and Karen Haag are busily making blankets at Make a Blanket Day for Project

Linus. It was the chapter’s first event.

to donate the blankets made by her
chapter. Medical facilities, shelters,
foster care programs and agencies
that help children are eligible for the
donations. Konitzer may be reached
at 920-671-4197 or lynettekonitzer@
gmail.com.

“I really want to get the word out
about the blankets that we have to
donate,” Konitzer said.

Project Linus was created in 1995 in
Denver and is currently headquartered
in Belton, Missouri. With chapters in
all 50 states, Project Linus creates and
collects blankets to donate locally to
children in hospitals, shelters, social
service agencies or anywhere a child
may be in need of a blanket’s hug.

The impetus to create Project Linus
came after speaker-author Karen
Loucks Rinedollar read an article
about a seriously ill 3-year-old cancer
patient who was comforted by her
special “blankie.” Loucks Rinedollar
decided to provide new handmade
blankets to Denver’s Rocky Mountain
Children’s Cancer Center, creating

Project Linus. Linus, the blanket-car-
rying character in the Charles Schulz
“Peanuts” comics, inspired the organi-
zation’s name.

Following the national organization,
the Oconto and Marinette counties
chapter’s mission is to provide love, a
sense of security, warmth and com-
fort to children who are seriously ill,
traumatized or in need of new blan-
kets created by volunteer blanketeers.
Additionally, the mission is to provide
a rewarding and fun service opportu-
nity for individuals and groups for the
benefit of children.

Nationwide, there is an estimated
80,000 blanketeers volunteering in
local chapters, such as the Oconto
and Marinette counties chapter, who
are providing a positive impact on
the lives of children in need. Informa-
tion about the national Project Linus
organization, including how to create
a local chapter, can be found at www.
projectlinus.org. Access to the ap-
plication to form a chapter is on the
website.

CONTRIBUTED

Laura Davister uses Northeast Wisconsin Techni-
cal College's longarm quilting machine at Make
a Blanket Day on Feb. 19. At the event, Project
Linus volunteers, called blanketeers, created and
collected 51 blankets to give to children who are

ill, traumatized or otherwise in need of some TLC.
CONTRIBUTED
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&% NEW Media has an immediate opening for a news

AR reporter. Reporters cover local government and
LR community events, write human interest feature stories
R and occasionally generate enterprise projects for our

three newspapers. Applicants must be passionate about
writing, be able to connect with readers, and must be a
self-starter with good organizational skills who thinks
about digital first. Photography skills and AP style
knowledge are required. Copy editing and page layout
experience is a plus. Experience using web content
management systems and social media helpful. Send
a cover letter with salary expectations, resume and 4-6
clips/links to editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “News
Reporter” in the header.
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COLLEGE NOTES

Northcentral Technical College

Northcentral Technical College
is pleased to announce the presi-
dent’s list for outstanding academic
achievement for the fall 2021 term.
The following students enrolled in
a post-secondary program earned
a 3.75 grade-point average or above
and successfully completed a mini-
mum of six credits:

¢ Aniwa: Kevin Bessert, Esther
Manteufel

¢ Birnamwood: Rory Clark, Kalvin

Fischer, Macey Fischer, Benjamin
Gilkenson, Magen Malueg, Richard
Olson, Cheyann Schairer, Wyatt
Schoepke, Abigail Shetter, Morgan
Treu, Faith Wachendorf

¢ Caroline: Anna Kersten

¢ Eland: Noah Buss, Jackson Graff,
Austin Hitz, Rachele Wamboldt

¢ Marion: Blaine Prickette

e Mattoon: Brian Horrell, Matthew
Pecha

¢ Shawano: Jeanette Flucke, Ra-
chel Koeppen, Jocelyn Miller

¢ Suring: Courtney Balthazor

* Tigerton: Nick Schultz

e Wittenberg: Liliana Doak,
Evelyn Kizewski, Julie Pranke, Mary
Stoinski

University of Dubuque

Riley Engebretsen, of Gillett, has
been named to the fall semester 2021
academic dean’s list for the Univer-
sity of Dubuque.

To be named to the dean’s list,
a student must earn a grade-point
average of 3.5 or higher for that
semester.

UW-Madison

Just over 1,800 students received
degrees from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison during a com-
mencement ceremony at the Kohl
Center on Dec. 19, 2021.

Local degree recipients include
the following:

¢ Eland: Michael Nelson, Bachelor
of Science, biomedical engineering,
graduated with highest distinction

e Abrams: Michael VerVelde,
Bachelor of Science, civil engineering

» Sobieski: Erica Peters, Bachelor
of Science, chemical engineering

Applications for Buy Local
grants being accepted

The Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Pro-
tection (DATCP) is accepting applica-
tions for 2022 Buy Local, Buy Wiscon-
sin (BLBW) grants through April 2.

DATCP will award a total of up to
$300,000 in BLBW grant funding in
2022.

BLBW is a competitive grant pro-
gram designed to strengthen Wiscon-
sin’s agriculture and food industries
by helping farms and businesses
more efficiently process, market and

distribute locally grown food products.

BLBW grants provide consumers with
access to more Wisconsin-grown food
products — including organic vegeta-
bles, hops varieties, hazelnut products,
locally grown grain and other value-
added products.

Qualified applicants include indi-
viduals, groups or businesses involved
in Wisconsin production agriculture,
food processing, food distribution,
food warehousing, retail food estab-
lishments or agricultural tourism

operations. Projects may include col-
laborations or partnerships.

Projects can receive grant funds
for up to three years. Grant requests
must be between $5,000 and $50,000.
Eligible project expenses include com-
pensation for personnel, consultant
services, materials and supplies. Proj-
ects must show a one-to-one match of
cash or in-kind support accounting for
at least 50% of the total project budget.

DATCP will use a competitive
review process to select the most
qualified projects. Selected project
contracts and work would begin in
June.

Since its inception in 2008, 76 Buy
Local, Buy Wisconsin projects have
been funded, totaling more than $2.1
million. Grant information and applica-
tion materials are available at https://
datcp.wi.gov/Pages/BuyLocalBuyWis-
consinGrants.aspx. For information,
contact DATCP Grants Specialist
Ryan Dunn at ryand.dunn@wisconsin.
gov or 608-590-7239.
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2022 Gun Show at American Legion
post 436, 924 Main Street, Wrightstown,
WI. Firearms an firearm related. March
26, 2022 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Reserve your
table for $20, pay by 3/5/2022 and save

$5 per table.

Contact William Lake at
Wynnelake @gmail.com or
906.280.7573
for more information or to register.
Admission $5/person - under 12 free.

FLEA MARKET SATURDAYS
9-3pm INDOORS
115 E Division Downtown Shawano
715-526-9769

Special
Notices

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-

834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

ALOE CARE HEALTH medical alert
system. The most advanced medical
alert product on the market. Voice-
activated! No wi-fi needed! Special offer
call & mention offer code CARE20 to get
$20 off Mobile Companion. Call today!
1-844-647-0985 (WCAN)

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!
Open Enroliment for Medicare health
plans is here! Call our licensed
insurance agents for an affordable quote
for your needed coverage. Call for a no
obligation free quote now! 855-686-2201
(TTY: 711) (WCAN)

Classified advertising at it's best. Reach
over 250,000 homes in northeast WI
and Upper Michigan. Place your ad in
over 25 newspapers/shoppers. Just go
to www.greatnorthernconn.com. Fast,
easy and affordable.

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-

5596. TF

Special
Notices

Special
Notices

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help

Desk Professional now! Grants &
Scholarships available for certain
programs for qualified applicants. Call
CTI for details! 855-402-7515 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET) (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE. From Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for (350+) procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Don't Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-888-686-1458
(WCAN)

GUN SHOW
Sunday, March 6th
8AM-3PM
The Swan Club
875 Heritage Rd
De Pere, WI
Buy - Sell - Trade
For Information
920-609-3287

MobileHelp, America's Premier Mobile
Medical Alert System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and Peace of
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-0732
(WCAN)

AKC CHESAPEAKE BAY RETRIEVER
PUPS Shots/Worm/dews/Vet, Ready
Mar. 17, 715-721-0458

AKC Mini Schnauzer pups Born 1-10-22
shots/dewormed
parents on site 920-526-3512

BOATS/WATER

27th Annual BOAT, SPORT, & RV
SHOW at the NMU Superior Dome in
Marquette, MI. March 25th-27th. Largest
Indoor Display of Recreational Products
in Northern Michigan. For more info call

906-892-8277  (gnc)
FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-

PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628

AKC PUG PUPPIES Shots, Dews, Vet
Checked, Wormed, $1200. No Sunday
Calls. 715-409-3321 Lic# 495932
(WCAN)

CHESADOODLE PUPS Chesapeake
Bay Retriever/Poodle. Very smart,
friendly and cute! black or choc,
dewormed & ready to go! 715-257-7077

Mini Golden Doodle Pups: Non-shed.
Super smart. 20 pound range, Reds &
Cream Colored. Ready now! Also 2 Toy
Poodles. All vaccinated, wormed &
guaranteed. Delivery partway.
$999 to $1,200. Call 715-850-1933.

PENNYLANE 50TH YEAR! FLUFFY
AKC COCKER SPANIEL PUPS
shots/vet 920-563-3410
pennylanecockerspaniel.com 268588
(WCAN)

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS, Fawn
colored, Shots UTD Ready Now! $800
715-823-2147

HERO takes the stress out of managing
medications. Hero sorts & dispenses
meds, sends alerts at does times &
handles prescription refill & delivery for
you. Starting at $24.99/month. No
initiation fee. 90-day risk-FREE trial! 1-
855-812-9039 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral & other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company
844-433-5898 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/wcp (WCAN)

PUREBRED WHITE GERMAN
SHEPHERD PUPPIES $450 John W229
Granton Rd. Chili WI 54420

STD POODLE PUPS
shots/dews/wormed/Good hips $550
715-223-6970 (269146)

WE BUY-
BOATS/RV/PONTOONS/SLED/ATVs&
MOTORCYCLES! “CASH PAID” NOW!

AMERICAN MARINE &
MOTORSPORTS SUPERCENTER,
SHAWANO 866-955-2628

WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM

Vehicles

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK to
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3-
Day Vacation. Tax Deductible. Free
Towing. All paperwork taken care of!
CALL 844-374-3067 (WCAN)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES
See how much you can save! High risk
SR22 driver policies available! Call 844-

841-5198 (WCAN)

FS TRUCKS Texas 4x4's 2011 Chev
3500 6.0 Eng w/8'x6'6" Omaha Service
Body $16,950; 2005 Ford F150 4.6 Eng
8' Box $10,650 Both Immaculate Super
Clean 920-878-0005 (WCAN

Wanted to
Buy

Wanted to Buy Heavy Duty Dump Trailer
or Single Axle Dump Truck (under CDL)
Suitable for Landscaping Good
Condition Call 715-551-0818 (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? ....
GET RESULTS! Affordable advertising
that fits your budget! Reach OVER
300,000 homes! Place your ad in MANY
weekly Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers'
Guide papers for as low as $36.00 Call
today! Publishers Development Service,
Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737
www.pdsadnet.com

The more information you
provide...the better response
you will get.

CLASSIFIEDS 719-926-6188
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Wanted to
Buy

Buying junk cars and trucks. No title
needed, but vehicles must be lien free.
No charge for pick up. Paying cash. Also
buying Catalytic Converters.

Call 715-851-7027 or 715-250-2506 for
questions or pricing.

Collections of old Baseball Football &
Basketball cards from 50s, 60s 70s &
older vintage sports memorabilia
autographs, bobbleheads, &
Packers/Braves items Check your attic,
closets & basement! Earn post
Christmas CA$H! Jeff 608-438-7702
(WCAN)

Become a Published Author!
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kits. 1-844-268-6554
(WCAN)

Help Wanted: Aerial Fiber Placers,
Cable Plow, Backhoe, Bore Machine
Operators & Laborers. Clean Driving
records, Long Hours weekends/holidays
off. Pay based on experience. Email
resumes to: northernutility @yahoo.com

John's One Stop
Is looking for full/part time
help during the
Summer / Fall time!
*Benefits include 1/4rly
Bonuses, fuel, food,
Tanning discounts
Want just weekends?

Extra income or few days week?
High school students (18 yrs or older)
Encouraged to apply.
*Higher starting pay with quarterly
incentive bonuses”

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
920-600-8950
(M-F 8am-6pm ET) (WCAN)

New Sounds New Sites & a New Career
catch your eye? We can help! Train with
SCDTI for your CDL. NO wait list! Call
715-942-2700 ext 102

Seeking web press operator to work for
family-owned printing company in
central Wisconsin. Looking for
mechanically inclined individual to run
press, supporting equipment and handle
routine maintenance. Other duties
include pre-press, post-press, running
weekly delivery route and helping with
newspaper mailing. No regular weekend
hours. Contact:
kevinflink@tpprinting.com to apply.

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN
Meridian Group Inc, a property
management company specializing in
affordable housing, has an opening for a
full-time Maintenance Tech to be
responsible for a mix of family and
elderly/disabled apartments located in
Oconto Falls. Must have a good
understanding of all facets of
maintenance. Good customer service
and communication skills are essential.
Must be able to provide your own basic
tools, have reliable transportation, and a
valid driver's license. Meridian offers a
competitive salary and benefits
package. Please send your resume and
cover letter with salary requirements to:
Meridian Group, Inc.

Attn: Erica Meylor
P.O. Box 620800
Middleton, WI 53562-0800
or email Erica at
emeylor@zmeridian.com

CHILD/DOMESTIC CARE

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
MEMORY CARE, OR INDEPENDENT
LIVING? A Place for Mom simplifies the

process of finding senior living at no cost
to your family. Call 1-855-931-3662
today! (WCAN)

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of death,
according to the AMERICAN HEART

ASSOCIATION. Screening can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule

your screening. Special offer - 5

screenings for just $149! Call 1-888-
675-5048 (WCAN)

AT&T Internet Starting at $40/ month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-855-
770-5080 (WCAN)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months
with CHOICE Package. Watch your
favorite live sports, news and
entertainment anywhere. One year of
HBO Max FREE. Directv is #1 in
Customer Satisfaction (JD Power &
Assoc.) Call for more details! (some
restrictions apply) Call 1-888-925-9452
(WCAN)

DIRECTV STREAM The Best of Live &
On-Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo
for 12 mo. Stream on 20 devices at once
in your home. HBO Max FREE for 1 yr
(w/ CHOICE Package or higher) Call for
more details today! (some restrictions
apply) Call IVS 1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

Services

Services
DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,

$19.99/mo. (where available) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/mo. 65 Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-855-732-1304
(WCAN)

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-866-290-9532

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-948-3442

GENERAC Standby Generators provide
backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and
conditions. 1-888-355-6955

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

GENERAC Standby Generators provide
backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a FREE Quote today!
Call for additional terms and conditions.
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING Call today
for a FREE QUOTE from America's
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of moving! Call now
to speak to one of our Quality
Relocation Specialists: 888-660-6593
(WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

APARTMENTS/DUPLEX

1350 E Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled
2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.
Starting at $589 deposit $199
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr.
Beautiful
Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom
Convenient location
Garage Available
Starting at $530
$199 Deposit
Tom
715-280-0525
FOR RENT: OCONTO FALLS, 1BR
upper $550 sewer, heat & water
included. Reference required. NO
PETS. Call 920-373-5542

HOMES FOR SALE

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurance
companies. Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/year! Call 877-694-
9013! (M-F 8am-8pm CST) (WCAN)
The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design consultation. Enjoy
your shower again! Call 1-844-479-1327
today to see how you can save $1,000
on installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional Installation. Top
Quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 877-544-2415 Ask about
our specials! (WCAN)

2022 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER

www.bradsbeesandhoney.com 5 Frame
NUC $185 Single, Double & Pallets

Available Brad 262-749-0716 (WCAN)

Ranch Consignment Auction. Firearms,
Ammo, Marble Arms Knives, Gold,

Silver and Costume Jewelry, HO Scale

Green Bay Packer Trains, & More! BID
NOW @www.Superiorauction.net!
Inspection 3-5-22. 877.864.2942.

R.W.A. 818.
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MOEDE & SONS, INC.

Reliable Plumbing Since 1922

Va New _
Construction
Remodeling -

Service

o)
D gz 715-524-0211
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OPINION

Referendum call may drown in mixed messages

A presentation to the Shawano
School Board on Feb. 21 hinted at the
possibility of having a referendum in
November to pay for some potentially
expensive renovations and expansions
to the public schools in Shawano. A
consultant for the district said discus-
sions are underway with “stakehold-
ers,” a survey is planned to go out to
the community and the board could
receive a presentation in late May sug-
gesting which direction to go.

While a referendum is not set in
stone yet, it’s been my experience in
covering education that when a school
district smells the possibility of getting
the property owners to foot the bill,
they’re more than willing to push the
question to voters — many of whom
do not own homes and would not be
paying more in property taxes. Before
this stakeholder task force brings forth
anything with the word “referendum,”
alesson in recent history and current
events might be in order.

Three years ago, the school district
and the city of Shawano came together
to plan a new recreation center that
would replace the existing facility and
serve the needs of both entities, with
the school district noting it did not
plan well when building SCHS in the
1990s and made its weight room and
other athletic facilities too small to use.
A survey was sent out, and meetings
were held throughout the summer to
get input on what the center should
entail.

When the time came to suggest

the referendum,
property owners
came out and said
no, nuh uh, nyet.
Why? The price
tag of up to $28
million was a fac-
tor, but they also
said they didn’t
feel the district
communicates
with its constituents about what’s
happening in the schools and were not
convinced the money would be spent
properly.

So the question is whether the dis-
trict’s become a trustworthy steward
in the eyes of the taxpayers since then
and could convince a district of well
over 10,000 people to agree to pay for
bonds worth eight figures to pursue
expanded facilities and fix up the ones
that are aging. The answer is rather
murky.

Let’s start with the pandemic.
‘When schools had to close in 2020, the
first time was because of a state edict.
However, when the new school year
started, Shawano’s public schools went
to full virtual learning later in Septem-
ber and stayed there until the second
semester, even as neighboring districts
only did so for a couple of weeks as
necessary. It was only after angry par-
ents read the school board the riot act
that it decided to bring students back
to schools in-person.

While other districts made a point
of telling families when they were

LEE PULASKI

lifting their mandates, Shawano was
mum until parents started complain-
ing about the issue, and officials were
like, “Oh, the governor’s mandate was
overturned, and our requirement was
linked to that — gee, didn’t you know?”
When parents spoke out during a
board meeting, which was still meeting
virtually at the time, and one tried to
blame Superintendent Randi Anderson
personally, the board president pulled
the plug on the commenter, saying

the board doesn’t listen to personal
criticism.

Recent meetings have shown
district enrollment is dropping, which
means less money for the schools. At
the same work session where the hint
of a referendum came up, administra-
tors presented a new program that
could help middle schoolers. Board
member Chuck Dallas expressed
concern about the program focusing
on college readiness, noting that col-
lege is just a dream for many students
because “we’re a poor district.” Yet the
poor property owners would be asked
to pay more taxes through a referen-
dum.

When talk of expanding fine arts
and athletic facilities first came up in
early 2020, officials talked about using
the district’s fund balance — the latest
euphemism for a rainy day fund — to
pay for most of the work, as the district
had saved far more than professional
bean counters recommend. That talk is
no longer there, replaced by sugges-
tions that property owners fork over

PUTINSAYE HES
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circumstances.

their money once again.

As for communicating with the
public, I only need look at my email to
see if the district has improved. Sacred
Heart Catholic School, a competitor
for Shawano students, sends photos of
what the school is doing on an almost
weekly basis and has regularly invited
me to come to the school and cover
stories that might interest the commu-
nity. Bonduel School District Superin-
tendent Joe Dawidziak recently sent
me a link to a video on the district’s
Facebook page of a kind act from a
recent basketball game. Other districts
also communicate regularly.

Shawano School District, though?
My email shows notices of board and
committee meetings but little else. The
last time the superintendent extended
an olive branch to the newspaper to
cover a story was when the Stock-
bridge-Munsee helped teachers get
vaccinated. That was a year ago.

Despite technological advances,
many people in the area — especially
older ones — still turn to their news-
paper or radio station for the news and
don’t look at Facebook or other social
media. They’re the ones who vote.

If the district decides a referendum
is the way to keep its facilities from
crumbling and becoming outdated to
teach the students of tomorrow, it’s go-
ing to have to get on voters’ good side
and quit drowning them in a sea of
mixed messages.

Lee Pulaski is the city editor for NEW Media. Readers
can contact him at Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com.

OPINION PAGE POLICY

The Shawano Leader welcomes letters from its readers and
wants to publish as many as possible. Letters should be no longer
than 400 words and must be typed.

The editor reserves the right to edit letters for accuracy, brevity
and clarity. Please avoid personal attacks. Only one letter per
writer will be published in a 14-day period, and letters from new
writers will be considered first over more frequent participants.

Longer pieces of up to 800 words will be considered for guest
columns. All columns require a head shot of the author.

All opinion pieces must be signed by the author, and an
address and telephone number must be included for verification.
No anonymous opinion pieces will be published under any

Thank you letters will be considered for publication on
community pages in the paper. The 400-word limit applies to
thank you letters, as well.

The best and most expedient way to send letters is by email to
editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “letter to the editor” in the subject
line and send the text in the body of the email.

Letters can also be sent by mail or delivered in person to 1464
E. Green Bay St., Shawano.
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Oconto Falls hospital makes Top 100 list

HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital
in Oconto Falls has been recognized as
a 2022 Top 100 Critical Access Hospi-
tal in the U.S. by The Chartis Center
for Rural Health.

“This recognition as a Top 100 Criti-
cal Access Hospital in the country is a
testament to the tremendous work and
dedication shown by our colleagues,
medical providers and leaders at HSHS
St. Clare Memorial Hospital every day,”
said Chris Brabant, hospital CEO. “We
take great pride in the care and service
we provide to our patients, and the
peace of mind we provide to our rural
communities in making high-quality
health care accessible and close to
home.”

To compile the list of the Top 100
Critical Access Hospitals by state, The
Chartis Group used the Chartis Rural
Hospital Performance Index, which
assesses hospital performance in areas
such as quality, outcomes, patient per-
spective, cost and financial efficiency.

“Despite unprecedented adversity,
rural providers continue to display
resiliency and a steadfast commitment
to their communities,” said Michael
Topchik, national leader of the center.
“Honoring the Top 100 is one of
the high points of our year. We are
delighted to recognize the exceptional
performance and innovation of this
year’s recipients, particularly in light
of the extraordinary challenges facing

The honor for HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital in Oconto Falls is a testament to the staff's hard work

and dedication, its CEO says.

America’s rural health safety net.”
Founded as Oconto Falls City Hos-
pital in 1921, HSHS St. Clare Memorial
Hospital is a federally designated criti-
cal access hospital offering 24-hour

CONTRIBUTED

emergency care, urgent care and a
variety of other services to northern
Wisconsin communities.

Oconto County public health revives car

As a result of responding to the
COVID-19 pandemic, many health
departments — including Oconto
County Public Health — had to
put nearly all of their programs on
hold.

One of those was the car seat
program, but OCPH is once again

e

accepting car seat appointments.
“We are pleased to announce
that we are starting our car seat
program back up,” said Debra
Konitzer, Oconto County health
officer. “We recognize that this is
a valuable program, and we look
forward to meeting with families

to make sure that their children are
riding safely.”

Certified Child Passenger Safety
Technicians with OCPH will meet
with families by appointment
only to provide education, answer
questions and assist with car seat
installation. Car seats are available

seat program

for purchase at the appointments.
Eligible children who need a new
car seat may receive a seat at no
cost. Cash donations for the car
seat program are welcomed and
appreciated.

To schedule a car seat appoint-
ment, call 920-834-7000.

GIVE THEM

THEIR BEST SHOT
AT A HEALTHY FUTURE.

SCHEDULE CHILDHOOD VACCINES

Call us and we'll make it
super easy for you.

Oconto Clinic
920-834-8833

beliinhealth |

Oconto Falls Clinic

920-846-3092

Oificial Hoalthcars Provider of
e Green Bay Packers
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HONOR ROLLS

OCONTO FALLS HIGH SCHOOL
First semester
Highest Honors

Seniors: Hailey Peitersen, Isaac Raddatz,
Justin Spaulding, Karlie Kowalczyk, Kayle
Hines

Juniors: Ashlyn Allen, Emily Riebe,
Helen Marquardt, Molly Haines

Sophomores: Alaina Blaser, Alex
Haines, Allison Yuma, Allyna Timm, Ana
Feliz, Grace Shamburek, Kathryn Raddatz,
Morgan Moynihan, Timothy Cornette

Freshman: Aaron Johnson, Brant
LaLuzerne, Isabella Heinke, Jonathan
Moody, Josie Holtz, Kaelyn Rakowski, Lylia
Leja, Nicole Woosencraft
High Honors

Seniors: Raina Coopman, Alexandra
Brown, Emmie Magnin, Danielle Darby,
Jeffrey Virtues, Owen Heinke, Arianna
Kubsh, Brady Heinke, Isabella Clausen,
Joseph Adams, Clayton Whiting, Grant
Yuma, Jaden Reed, Paityn Keller, Tanner
Wos, Abigayle Holtger Shallow, Michaela
Sonnenburg, Paige Applebee, Tyler Aprill,
Coy Mills, Amber Krause, Gabrielle Konop,
Simon Pumplun, Torrence Fowler, John
Wolford, Khloe Van Dornick, Dylan Fabry,
Logan Laplant Seymour, Allison Jahnke,
Elizabeth Ascher, Makayla Saindon,
McKenzie Jackson

Juniors: Braden Vandermoss, Tess
Maggio, Hanna Krejcarek, Dawson
Przybylski, Kloeigh Seidl, Matthew Kesler,
Amber Haines, Ele Jacobs, Gina Sconzert,
Riley Treichel, Jenna Wilquet, Grant Bouche,
John Holtger, Kate Pytleski, Alexander Notz,
Hailey Kopke, Elsie Desterheft, Mathew
Behnke, Kenadee Seidl, Abigail Hughbanks,
Gabriel Genett, Madison Uelmen, Ethan
Smrcina, Ireland Payette

Sophomores: Allison Remic, Anna
Jacobs, Ellie Sager, Kiera Danielczak,
Leah Vorpahl, Madysen Przybylski, Callie
Gagnon, Grace Molitor, Chloe Mahas,
Faith Shamburek, Josie Saari, Sophia
Collar, Peter Smet, Hannah Ludemann,
Emersyn Payette, Grayce Wilcox, Jackson
Burd, Anna Spaulding, Kyndra Staidl,
Brianna Brzezinski, Gregory Schiek Ill,

‘Get started with the new Substance Use
Disorder Counseling associate degree.

Keira Cole, Alexander Kiiskila-Kone, Brynn
Hodkiewicz, Abigail Roskom, Nicholas
Allen, Koa Lefebvre, Tyra Galbraith, Elliot
Hytinen, Jordan Cole, Summer Stevens,
Deyton Duncan, Hannah Sonnenburg,
Joshua Reinke, Michaela Crandall, Samuel
Porterfield

Freshman: Emerich Skarban, Addison
Santee, Evan Rennie, Evan Yuma, Jessica
Wolford, Ashlyn Vandermoss, Ava
Hodkiewicz, Benjamin Adams, Brooke
Hodkiewicz, Easton Engel, Erin Jahnke,
Hailey Delzer, Isaac Bramer, Jack Adler,
Orion Posusta, Amber Otto, Griffin Kopke,
Kylee Peterson, Kolten Krueger, Aiden
Adema, Aiden Reed, Cole Bozile, Miranda
Metzler, Kara Philhower, Grayson Cahak,
Hunter Ingram, Logan Heimerl, Olivia
Wagner, Madeline Maloney, Addison
Borst, Brielle Behling, Mason Cole, Luke
Gilbertson, Danica Mommaerts, Emerson
Rice, McKenzie Miller, Nicholas Trepanier,
Zaira Martinez, Conner Wilquet, Hannah
Cournoyer, Hunter Bozile, Chase Carriveau,
Jadyn Weslow, Amya Holstrom, Diego
Gonzalez, Isabelle Blazek, Jacob Sconzert,
Jeremy Earley, Santana Stimac
Honors

Seniors: Dylan Przybylski, Cooper
Richardson, Ryan Vankauwenberg, Nathan
Lentz, Taryn Shallow, Aspen Canavera,
Grace Oninski, Rease Hodkiewicz, Jamesen
Engel, Alexis Euclide, Jaden Ganter,
Lillian Justice, Zachary Behnke, Graeson
Pankratz, Kloie Phillips, Haily Befay,
Gracie Vanmeerbeek, Jacob Arndt, Grady
McNichols, Allissa Stimac, Joseph Rost

Juniors: Anne Gottheardt, Christopher
Freeman, Madeline Devillers, Riley
Stapleton, Aria Slade, Meadow Hahn,
Carter Hill, Conner Pliss, Morgan Miller,
Caden Birr, Kody Vorpahl, Ryan Kaminecki,
Sage Buhrandt, Quinn Eisch, Anthony
Leurquin, Grace Ferfecki, Antonio
Impastato, Caleb Clark, Kali Harvat, Allissa
Stanek, Ethan Rennie, Trevor Metzler,
Alexander Roberts, Britney Anderson,
Devon Dorn, Lily Kurek, Logan Kramer,
Luke Trepanier, Ella Saari, Fernanda
Gonzalez, Lexia Nelson, Justin Hooker,
Brookelyn Zadow, Morgan Kluth, Brooke

Senn, Miranda Milquette, Mitchell Kallies,
Savannah Long, Sydney Bell

Sophomores: Bailee Gorman, Emily
Rohde, Mckenna Duncan, Alex Egan,
Amber Allen, Olivia Hutchinson, Connor
Coffey, Josephine Mills, Allie Kelter,
Evelyn Justice, Kennedy Angus, Grace
Aprill, Antonia Kitzman, Kadyn Harvat,
Jackson McDonald, Jesslyn Rose, Jayce
Greetan, Jordan Angus, Mya Magnin, Owen
O'Harrow, Bryce Schefdore

Freshman: Hailyn St. Louis, Wyatt
Laughrin, Jacob Cole, Kadyn Riel, Maci
Tucker, Neela Cherry, Abigail Budz, Arianna
Impastato, Autumn Gable, Sawyer Steeno,
Haley Huber, Jason Mendez , Jayden Dobizl,
Parker Peterson, Thor Paneitz, Sullivan
O'Harrow, Akiane Athey, Henry Devillers,
Nora Strock, Alexander Milquette, Ava
Salscheider, Arline Klimpke, Destiny
Vandevoort, Jesse Kasal, Mary Schindler,
Trent Blazek, Elijah Moody

SURING HIGH SCHOOL
Second quarter
HIGHEST HONORS

Seniors: Gage Fuchs, Aliyah Madison,
Katherine Mahoney

Juniors: MacKenzie Bailey

Sophomores: Hailey VanRens

Freshmen: Contessa Losurdo
HIGH HONORS

Seniors: Emma Anderson, Gavin
Fredenburgh, Macyn Garrigan,Taron
Haak, Veronica Napier, Lindsey Peterson,
Chantelle Van Den Elzen, Madison
Vandevelde, Harlee Wolf,

Juniors: Moriah Baldwin, McKenzie
Chesterfield, Caleb DeKeyser, Ashtyn
Edwards, River Flynn, Jacob Granados,
Olivia Noack, Macie Reed, Trinity Remic,
Christine Sleeter, Emilee Tachick, Hailey
Thomson

Sophomores: Hailey Allender-Pautz,
Birdee Cramer, Braden Denowski, Autumn
Dryja, Georgia Gerndt, Claire Pommerich,
Samantha Seibert, Bailey Stuart, Lillie
Taylor, Trent Thomson, Carter Whisman

Freshmen: Bunny Cramer, Autumn
DeGrave, Morgan Dryja

HONORS

Seniors: Alexander Baldwin, Abbie
Ermis, Kierstan Ermis, Elijah Harris, Jeremy
Hensel, Caden McClure

Juniors: Mason Ferrell, Maxwell Fisher-
Yancy, Lily Hakes , Ethan Lally, Keegan
Rattin, Charles Winkler

Sophomores: Gracelyn Fuchs, Hailey
Huguet, Alyssa Schowalter, Seth Scrivens,
Quinn Thomson, Trent Van Den Elzen,
Parker Zahn

Freshmen: Macy Burrack, Riley
Denowski, Kaleb Kempka, Emma Kristof,
Morgan Laabs, Allison Napier, Emily
Peterson, Kendra Rattin, Chase Schindel,
MaShya Seefeldt, Braxtyn Wirth

LENA MIDDLE SCHOOL

Second quarter
HIGHEST HONORS

Eighth grade: Cooper Demmith, Erik
Kosch, Samuel Peterson, Sophia Pirlot

Seventh grade: Riley Kipp, Lucas
Koslowsky, Adrena Rabas, Jordyn
Thomson, Rachel Upton

Sixth grade: Sophia Lipp, Reid Sellen
HIGH HONORS

Eighth grade: Blake Behnke, Kyrianna
Bergevain, Haileigh Boomsma, Dominic
Pagels, Max Peterson

Seventh grade: Kaitlyn Borkovec,
Laila Collar, Alexzandria Kanack, Abigail
Kostreva, Gianna Mazon, Tyler Miske,
Ruger Potter, Serena Sellen, Collin Van
Ark

Sixth grade: Alia Comins, Brayden
Graef, Ella Graef, Hayden McNurlen,
Isaac Peterson, Macy Rakow
HONORS

Eighth grade: Kaelynn Cook, Ashley
Hoffman, Colt Miller, Kyleigh Spice,
Zander Thomson

Seventh grade: Tanner Behnke, Dash
Comins, Bryce Schneider

Sixth grade: Halle Behnke, Parker
Boomsma, Levi Croley, Madysin
Gannigan, Chase Kanack, Olivia Leppala,
Clay Peters, Jacob Sellen, Riley Windus

Sign up now and
start in March or June!

nwtc.edu/SubstanceCounseling

\T/NORTHEAST
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Schwartz retires after 36 years in banking

Bob Schwartz, loan officer at The
Stephenson National Bank & Trust
(SNBT), has announced his retire-
ment on Feb. 22 after more than 36
years of service.

Schwartz started his banking ca-
reer in 1986 and joined SNBT in 2010.
He received his Bachelor of Science
from the University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay and continued to further
his financial education by attending
the Wisconsin Bankers Associa-
tion Mortgage & Consumer Lending
School and has taken various banking
and insurance courses at NWTC.

“Bob’s dedication and hard work
has been a blessing to all of us at
SNBT for over a decade. Throughout
his career, he has helped many people
buy homes and vehicles, improve their
credit, and understand their entire

banking picture,”
said Daniel J.
Peterson, SNBT
president and
CEO. “We thank
Bob for his out-
standing service
and wish him the
best in retire-

ment.”

Schwartz is
also an active
member of his
community. In 2020 he was presented
with the 2020 Mary L. Staudenmaier
WINGS (Worthy Individual Noted for
Generous Service) Award, named in
honor of SNBT’s former chairman and
longtime president. The award epito-
mizes Schwartz’s steady participation
in public service for the community.

BOB SCHWARTZ

Orthopedics and Sports Medicine
BayCare Clinic expands to Pulaski

Alyssa Thomas, a physician as-
sistant with Orthopedics and Sports
Medicine BayCare Clinic, has begun
seeing patients at Aurora Health Cen-
ter in Pulaski.

She treats a wide range of ortho-
pedic conditions and specializes in
sports medicine.

Thomas is certified by the Na-
tional Commission on Certification of
Physician Assistants. She earned her
degree from Midwestern University
in Downers Grove, Illinois.

The opportunity to practice sports
medicine in Pulaski is a homecoming
of sorts for Thomas. She was born
and raised in Pulaski and was a mul-

tisport athlete
while in high
school. She’s
married to an-
other Pulaski na-
tive, and they’ve
made their home
there.

Aurora Health
Center in Pulaski
is located at 980
S. St. Augus-
tine St., on the village’s south side.
Thomas also sees patients in Green
Bay and Oconto. For information, call
920-288-5555 or 877-884-8796 or visit
baycare.net/ortho.

ALYSSA THOMAS

NEW Credit Union schedules annual meeting

Members of NEW Credit Union
will be holding their 60th annual mem-
bership meeting March 26 at Romy’s
Holiday Inn, 9600 County Road G,
Kelly Lake. Social hour starts at 5:30
p-m. and dinner at 6:30 p.m. with the
membership meeting and entertain-
ment to follow.

“Celebrating a Rock-Solid Founda-
tion of People Helping People” is the
theme for this year’s meeting. The
diamond jubilee celebration looks
back at NEW Credit Union’s history.
Entertainment for the evening will be

comedian John DeBoer, and there will
also be a bucket raffle benefiting Chil-
dren’s Hospitals of Wisconsin.
Election results for the volunteer
board of directors will be revealed,
and the 2022 recipient of the Harold P.
Heckendorf Community Service Award
will also be announced. Dinner tickets,
$20 each, can be purchased at any of
NEW Credit Union’s office locations:
301 Jackson St., Oconto Falls; 405 Pecor
St., Oconto; 717 E. Main St., Suring; and
870 Frontage Road, Peshtigo. For infor-
mation, call Laura at 920-846-4112.

He has been an Oconto Lions
member for 27 years, serving three
terms as president and several years
as treasurer, an Oconto Elks member
for 21 years, serving as Loyal Knight
and presently as Leading Knight,

Oconto Knights of Columbus Third
Degree member for over 20 years,
Oconto Chamber of Commerce Board
member for the last eight years, and
Oconto Micro Loan Committee mem-
ber for the last four years.
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Whiting's title highlights
strong state showing for
area wrestlers

8 wrestlers placeintop 6
PAGES B2-BI1

Oconto Falls' Clayton Whiting wrestles Amery's Grant Cook in a Division 2 182-pound weight class quarterfinal match at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26 at the Kohl Center in
Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

BONDUEL WINS REGIONAL, BI2 » 2 TEAMS LOSE REGIONAL TITLES, BI3 » 3 ATHLETES SIGN LOIL Bl4-BI5
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Oconto Falls' Whiting wins 4th state title

He finishes with
163-5 career record

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Oconto Falls senior Clayton
Whiting capped a historic high
school career with his fourth state
title after winning the Division 2
182-pound weight class at the 2022
WIAA State Individual Wrestling
Tournament on Feb. 26 at the Kohl
Center in Madison.

Whiting won the first-place
match with a 17-5 major decision
win over Northwestern’s Ian Smith.

The four state titles puts Whit-
ing in elite company, as only 19
other wrestlers had accomplished
the feat coming into this year’s
tournament.

“It means a lot that my work is
paying off,” said Whiting. “All those
years of blood, sweat and tears
finally came to reality, and I ended
up getting my fourth one tonight.”

Whiting was one of three wres-
tlers to win a fourth state title on
championship night. While most of
the four-time champions are in the
lighter weight classes, Whiting won
his titles at 152, 170 and 182 (twice).

Whiting’s first title was at 152
pounds, making it the heaviest
weight for the first title of the 22
four-time champs. Only four of
those four-time champs have a title
over 152, and Whiting is the only
one to have a title over 160 pounds.

“Just hours and hours of work,
day and night, nonstop,” said Whit-
ing of what it took to win four
titles, adding that mental toughness
and positivity were also a big part
of his success.

Whiting finished 3-0 at state and
50-1 on the season.

After a bye, he earned a 19-4
technical fall win over Amery’s
Grant Cook in the quarterfinals.
Whiting then pinned Turner’s Cal
Ries in 3:44 in a semifinal matchup
to advance to the title match.

“My aggression was way more
toned down,” said Whiting of this
year’s state run. “I didn’t want to
rush anything, didn’t want to make
any simple mistakes throughout all
my matches.”

All 15 points Whiting allowed in
the tournament came on escapes,

Oconto Falls’ Clayton Whiting, top, wrestles Amery’s Grant Cook in a Division 2 182-pound weight class quarterfinal match at the 2022 WIAA State Individual
Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26 at the Kohl Center in Madison.

with the Panther wrestler letting
his opponents up.

Against Amery’s Cook, Whiting
had three first-period takedowns to
take a 6-2 lead into the second pe-
riod. Whiting then got a three-point
nearfall from the top position be-
fore another takedown. In the final
period, Whiting escaped from the
bottom position before two more
takedowns and a three-point near-
fall to reach the 15-point threshold
for a technical fall win.

In his win over Turner’s Ries,
Whiting had four takedowns in the
first period for an 8-3 lead. He es-
caped the bottom position to start
the second period and got a take-
down six seconds later. After three
more takedowns, Whiting finished
the match off by pin.

Northwestern’s Smith made
Whiting work hard in the first-
place match, but Whiting still made
things look easy.

The Oconto Falls standout again
led 8-3 after a period after four
takedowns. He got two points on a
reversal at the start of the second
period and then got another two
points on a takedown. In the final
period of his high school career,
Whiting escaped the bottom posi-

tion before tacking on four more
points on two takedowns.

After the final whistle sounded,
Whiting tossed his headgear to the
mat and flexed each bicep before
posing amid a loud ovation from
the crowd. He then was congratu-
lated by Northwestern coaches
before going over to his coaching
staff for high-fives and a hug from
his dad Shane, who was part of the
Panthers’ three-person staff on the
mat.

Whiting then ran up into the
crowd to hug his mom Sarah and
interact with his sister Taylor
before returning to the court to be
interviewed.

Whiting capped his phenomenal
career with a 163-5 record. He only
lost two matches after his freshman
season.

The day before leaving for state,
Whiting got word that he was the
new No. 1 wrestler in the country
in his weight class, according to
FloWrestling.

“I'm like, ‘Now I really gotta
show Wisconsin who the No. 1 kid
is really like,”” said Whiting of his
reaction to that news.

The University of Missouri
commit went 48-3 as a freshman

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

before a state title at 152 pounds.
He finished 48-1 as a sophomore
before securing the 170 weight class
title. He posted a 17-0 mark during
his COVID-19-altered junior season
when he claimed his first 182 title.

Whiting will leave high school
with four of the school’s 18 indi-
vidual state titles. He joined Jacob
Morrissey (3), Riley Delzer (2)
and Dewey Krueger (2) as the lone
multiple-time champions in Pan-
thers’ history.

“I think my legacy is going to
stay in there forever, and I think it
means a lot to all the wrestlers that
are incoming to my high school,”
Whiting said. “It’s going to moti-
vate them that anything is possible,
and they can become just like me
someday.”

While Whiting’s career at
Oconto Falls has come to a close,
his wrestling career as a whole is
far from over.

Whiting, who also hopes to com-
pete in the Olympics one day and
win gold, will be a part of the Pitts-
burgh Wrestling Classic on March
25. He is part of Team USA and will
wrestle in the team’s dual against
Team Pennsylvania at 182 pounds.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Oconto Falls' Clayton Whiting celebrates his fourth state title after winning the Division 2 182-pound
weight class first-place match at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26 at
the Kohl Center in Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Oconto Falls’ Clayton Whiting, front, hugs his dad Shane after winning his fourth state title during the
2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26 at the Kohl Center in Madison.
MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Pulaski's Gibbons 2nd, Wells 3rd at state

Eggert takes 5th, while Woosencraft, Gille end seasons at state

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Pulaski High School sent five in-
dividual wrestlers to the 2022 WIAA
State Individual Wrestling Tourna-
ment, held Feb. 24-26 at the Kohl
Center in Madison. Of those, three
athletes placed in the top six.

Trenton Gibbons placed second
in the Division 1182-pound weight
class, while Mason Wells was third
at 220 pounds and Ethan Eggert
grabbed fifth at 113 pounds. Brady
Gille (138) and Chase Woosencraft
(170) dropped both of their state
matches.

Gibbons opened the state tour-
nament with two wins by pin on
Thursday. He pinned Union Grove’s
Gianna Scacco in 2:42 and then took
down De Pere’s Michael Alexander
in 5:03.

Gibbons trailed 2-0 against Scacco
before pulling off a reversal to tie the
match. Gibbons had another reversal
in the second period before getting
the pin.

The Pulaski junior was down 5-0
to Alexander before an escape in the
second period. He trailed 7-1 before
taking down Alexander in the third
period and pinning him.

Gibbons picked up another thrill-
ing win in the semifinals Friday
night, winning 5-4 by ultimate
tiebreaker over Waterford’s Evan
Danowski.

Danowski led 3-1 heading to the
third period before Gibbons escaped
and earned a point on a penalty to
tie things up. After each wrestler
escaped during overtime, Gibbons
didn’t let Danowski escape the bot-
tom position in double overtime to
earn the final point and win.

Gibbons then took on West Bend
West’s Connor Mirasola in the title
match Saturday night, but he lost by
pin in 28 seconds.

Wells lost just once on his way to
third place.

Wells won by injury default over
Port Washington’s Jacob Peacy in
his first match. Wells led 7-2 after
the first period after a takedown, two
two-point nearfalls and a penalty
point.

The Pulaski junior then won a 14-6
major decision over Pewaukee’s John
Mohr in the quarterfinals.

Wells had two takedowns and a

Pulaski's Trenton Gibbons, top, wrestles Union Grove's Gianna Scacco during a Division 1182-pound weight class match Feb. 24 at the 2022 WIAA State

Individual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl Center in Madison.

three-point nearfall in the first period
to lead 7-1. He had two escapes and a
takedown to win the second period
4-3. Mohr had a reversal to start the
third period, but Wells escaped and
took him down to seal his win.

“I stuck with my training and
what got me here,” said Wells on
what he did well at state. “I finished
my shots good. I wrestled tough and
wrestled through the whistles.”

In the semifinals Friday, Wells
lost a 12-6 decision to Madison La
Follette’s Jackson Mankowski. It was
a tight match going into the final pe-
riod, but Mankowski got a takedown
and three-point nearfall to pull away.

Wells won two tight decisions
Saturday to grab third place. He first
defeated Holmen’s Carson Westcott
10-7 and then edged Brookfield East’s
Aaron Botsch 7-6 in the third-place
match.

Against Westcott, Wells was
down 7-6 entering the third period,
but he pulled off a reversal and two-
point nearfall to win it.

Wells trailed 6-4 in the third-place
match but escaped from the bottom
position before getting a takedown.
Then he held on for the one-point

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Pulaski's Mason Wells, bottom, wrestles Brookfield East's Aaron Botsch during the Division 1220-pound
weight class third-place match Feb. 26 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament at the
Kohl Center in Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

decision win.

“It’s great; it feels amazing,” Wells
said of his third-place finish. “But
I lost in the semis, and it’s my goal
next year to get past that.”

To win a title next year, “I just got
to keep training in the offseason and
putting in the work and listen to my
coaches and trust what they tell me,”
Wells said.
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Eggert had a busy three days at
state, posting a 4-2 record to take fifth.

His state run began with a 7-2 win
over Holmen’s Turner Campbell.

Eggert led 4-0 going to the third
period after takedowns in the first and
second. He upped the lead to 7-0 after
getting a penalty point and reversal
and eased to the win from there.

The junior then dropped an 8-0 ma-
jor decision to West Bend West’s Ben
Bast, which sent him to the consolation
bracket Friday.

Eggert opened consolation action
with a pin in 3:59 over Mount Horeb/
Barneveld’s J.J. Poarch. The Red Raid-
er wrestler got the only points in the
first period on a takedown and then
had an escape and takedown in the
second period to take a 5-0 advantage.
Poarch took him down in the third, but
Eggert pulled a reversal and then got a
penalty point to pull away before pin-
ning Poarch.

Eggert then earned an 8-2 deci-
sion win over New Richmond’s Luke
Kamish to guarantee himself a spot on
the podium.

Eggert outscored Kamish 5-11in the
second period after escaping and then
taking him down twice. Kamish es-
caped in the third, but Eggert took him
down again and added another point
on a penalty to come away victorious.

HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

GIRLS HOCKEY
Xavier co-op 7

Green Bay East co-op 6

The top-seeded Green Bay East
co-op, also known as the Bay Area
Ice Bears, lost a wild Division 1
sectional title game to the second-
seeded Xavier co-op on Feb. 25 at
the Mullett Ice Arena in Hartland.

The Green Bay East co-op, which
rosters Pulaski players, wraps up
the season with a 21-2-1 record.

Green Bay East co-op 3

Univ. School of Milwaukee co-op 1
The top-seeded Green Bay East
co-op defeated the fifth-seeded Uni-
versity School of Milwaukee co-op

on Feb. 23 in Green Bay.

It was the Green Bay East
co-op’s first playoff game after it
received a bye.

BOYS HOCKEY
Lakeland Union 3

Antigo/Witt-Birn 1

The fourth-seeded Antigo/
Wittenberg-Birnamwood co-op was
defeated by top-seeded Lakeland
Union on Feb. 23 in Minocqua.

Pulaski's Ethan Eggert, right, tries to pin Milton's Aiden Slama during the Division 1113-pound weight
class fifth-place match, held Feb. 26 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament at the

Kohl Center in Madison.

The Pulaski wrestler split his
two matches Saturday. He lost a 10-5
decision to Slinger’s Noah Tonsor
before earning a 5-0 decision win over
Milton’s Aiden Slama in the fifth-place
match.

Against Tonsor, Eggert earned his
points on three escapes and a take-
down. Eggert had a three-point nearfall
and reversal against Slama.

“It means a lot, as I've had the goal

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

of placing at high school state since

I was in grade school,” said Eggert,
who said he did well on his shots but
struggled at times to stay in a good
position, which let opponents get to
his legs.

“Taking fifth gave me confidence
and proved to myself that I am capable
of doing big things if I keep working
hard.”

Gille opened state against

Kaukauna’s Greyson Clark, losing a
16-0 technical fall. Clark went on to
win the state title.

After Clark advanced, that moved
Gille, a senior, to the consolation
bracket Friday morning. He dropped
a 7-1 decision to Arrowhead’s Nate
Druckrey, escaping in the third period
for his point.

Woosencraft lost a 23-8 technical
fall to Milton’s Aeoden Sinclair in his
first state match. Woosencraft earned
all eight points on escapes. Sinclair
went on to win the title at 170 pounds.

Woosencraft, a sophomore, then
dropped a 6-0 decision to Kasey Gish
of West Bend East in a consolation
matchup.

“First off, state was an incredible
experience,” said Woosencraft. “I en-
joyed every second of it and love each
and every one of our fans; they never
gave up on me and always believed in
me.”

He added that this year’s state ex-
perience will help him in the final two
years of his high school career.

Woosencraft finished the year with
a 27-15 record, while Gille was 30-

12. Eggert posted a 39-9 mark. Wells
earned a strong 36-3 record, while Gib-
bons went 37-6.

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Witt-Birn’s Owen Dickman
scored the first goal of the game
for the co-op, but Lakeland Union
scored twice in the third period to
come away with the win.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Bonduel 68

Menominee Indian 62

Bonduel topped Menominee
Indian in a Central Wisconsin
Conference-East Division clash on
Feb. 24 in Keshena.

Noah Weier hit four 3-pointers
and led Bonduel with 20 points.
Jon Sell made six shots and six free
throws to score 18 points.

Reece Stoltenow chipped in 13
points for the Bears, while Charlie
Tauchen had 11 points.

Bryce Dixon scored 16 points
to pace Menominee Indian. Isaiah
Moss provided 15 points, while
Lloyd Reevis had 12 points. Joshua
Besaw and Wendell Waukau con-
tributed 10 and nine points, respec-
tively.

Lena 65
Niagara 34

Max Beyer powered Lena to a
Marinette & Oconto Conference
win over Niagara on Feb. 24 in
Lena.

Beyer made 10 3-pointers and
scored 39 points to outscore Ni-
agara by himself.

Logan Shallow added 11 points
for Lena, while Lane Whiting had
eight points.

Tigerton 73

White Lake 65

Tigerton defeated White Lake in
a CWC-North clash on Feb. 24 in
White Lake.

Ryder Graham led Tigerton with
24 points and 12 rebounds.

Colby Wanta scored 22 points
for the Tigers, while Zeke Griepen-
trog had 17 points.

Gresham 78

Northland Lutheran 66

Gresham earned a CWC-North
road win over Northland Lutheran
on Feb. 24 in Kronenwetter.

Lukas Pecore knocked down
four 3-pointers and scored 25 points
for Gresham. Will Jensen added 15
points, while Belasaire Vele had 13
and Jack Haffner eight.

Vele also dished out 13 assists
and grabbed eight rebounds. Haff-
ner had five assists and five boards,
while Jensen grabbed six rebounds.

Blade Hoffman was credited with
seven rebounds for Gresham.

Witt-Birn 78
Shiocton 64

Wittenberg-Birnamwood took
down Shiocton in a CWC-East
battle on Feb. 24 in Wittenberg.

Simon Schairer powered Witt-
Birn with 26 points, making 12 field
goals and two free throws.

Ben Wesolowski and Jack Fraaza
each tallied 13 points, while Ben
Flak had 10 points.

Ashwaubenon 66

Pulaski 53

Pulaski dropped a Fox River
Classic Conference matchup to
Ashwaubenon on Feb. 24 in Pulaski.

Derek Shaw made three 3-point-
ers and scored 16 points for Pulaski.

Brady Wotruba added 14 points
for the Red Raiders, while Gatlin
Robaidek had seven points.

Shawano 60
Pulaski 55

Shawano outscored Pulaski by
six in the second half to claim a
nonconference win on Feb. 21 in
Shawano.

Michael Metcalf-Grassman
scored 29 points to power Shawano
to victory. He hit four 3-pointers
among his nine field goals, and
added seven free throws.
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Witt-Birn's Gauderman places 3rd at state

Winkers took Gauderman down at
POtrykus ends the start of the third period before
Gauderman escaped and took him

Wrestling Career at down. After Winkers escaped,

. Gauderman got a late takedown and
Madlson two-point nearfall to seal up the
win.
In the third-place match against
By MORGAN RODE Marten, neither wrestler scored

Sports Editor in the first period. Marten chose
the bottom position for the second
period, but Gauderman made him
regret that decision by pinning him.

“I can’t really say I'm mad at my-
self for not wrestling good, because
this weekend is probably the best
I've wrestled all year,” said Gauder-
man.

“It (third place) means a lot. It’s
nice knowing that basically every-
body else is a senior, so I don’t have
to worry about anybody next year.
Obviously, I wish I would have
came in first, but I'm glad I came
back after the loss in the semifinals
and cleaned up a little bit.”

After a fourth-place finish at
state as a sophomore and now a

Wittenberg-Birnamwood High
School junior David Gauderman
lost just once at state on his way to
a third-place finish in the Division 3
220-pound weight class at the 2022
WIAA State Individual Wrestling
Tournament, which ran Feb. 24-26
at the Kohl Center in Madison.

Senior teammate Pierson Po-
trykus also competed at state, los-
ing his lone match at 126 pounds.

Gauderman had a bye and didn’t
wrestle his first state match until
Friday morning.

He pinned Stratford’s Cole Mar-
ten in 1:43 to advance. Gauderman
took Marten down about 90 sec-

onds into the match before pinning third-place finish, Gauderman is

him. . ) hoping his final wrestling season
The win moved Gauderman into  op4s atop the podium with a state

the semifinals Friday night, where title.

he lost 7-6 to Reedsville’s Cole Eb- “Just lifting heavy, conditioning,
ert by ultimate tiebreaker. doing everything that’s necessary.
Neither wrestler scored in the Just working out every day, not giv-
first period. In the second, Ebert ing myself excuses on the week-
escaped from the bottom position ends not to go and workout because

before Gauderman took him down if ,
. i . . . o . . you want to be at the top, that’s
Wittenberg-Birnamwood's David Gauderman, right, takes down Reedsville’s Cole Ebert during a Divi- grab the lead. what you got to do,” said Gauder-

sion 3 220-pound weight class semifinal match on Feb. 25 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling

Tournament at the Kohl Center in Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA C}:;io(; Z;getgsl?ﬁif r(liii:,ir’l Iék;?(r)i e 151:;123 c;fetxhtew“ilxcl)tri(r.lt Il take to win
Gauderman escaped. Potrykus’ match came Thursday

In the third period, Gauderman evening against Stanley-Boyd’s
pulled off a reversal from the bot- Breckin Burzynski. Potrykus
tom position before Ebert escaped. dropped a 3-1 decision.

Tied at five, each wrestler es- Neither wrestler scored in the
caped from the bottom position to  first period, with the first points
send the match to double overtime.  coming on a Burzynski escape in
Ebert escaped with 11 seconds re- the second. Potrykus escaped in the
maining to claim the match. third period.

“The semifinal match didn’t go It looked as if the match would
my way. I just made one mistake head into overtime, but Burzynski
early in the match, and it cost me at  got a takedown with under five sec-
the end of the match,” said Gauder-  onds to go to steal the match.
man. “It was definitely great to

The loss sent Gauderman into wrestle there again,” said Potrykus.
the consolation bracket Saturday, “Wish I could’ve lasted longer into
where he won twice to grab third the tournament, but I'm still glad I
place. Gauderman defeated Fenni- got to have my family come for the
more’s Cameron Winkers 10-3 and weekend and have a good time.”
then pinned Marten in 1:37 in the Potrykus finished the season
third-place match. with a 44-8 record, while Gauder-

Wittenberg-Birnamwood's Pierson Potrykus, top, wrestles Stanley-Boyd's Breckin Burzynski during a Against Winkers, Gauderman man was 47-4.

Division 3 126-pound weight class on Feb. 24 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament  took the lead with an escape and
at the Kohl Center in Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA  takedown in the second period. sports@newmedia-wi.com
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WITT-BIRN BOYS HOOPS

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood boys basketball team held an 8-8 record through Jan. 31.

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood boys
basketball teams began its postseason
journey this week after a strong regular
season. The Chargers earned a 15-9
overall record and were 9-3 in the Central
Wisconsin Conference-East Division to

CONTRIBUTED

claim second place.

Simon Schairer and Ben Wesolowski
were the team'’s top scorers, with Schairer
and Max Fraaza leading the team in
rebounding. Wesolowski and Kaden
Schmidt led the team in assists.

WITT-BIRN GIRLS HOOPS —

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood girls basketball team held a 12-6 record through Jan. 31. CONTRIBUTED

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood girls
basketball team recently wrapped up its
season after a loss in a Division 4 regional
title game. The Chargers earned playoff
wins over Montello and Marathon.

Witt-Birn capped the season with a

17-10 record, including a 6-6 mark in the
CWC-East to tie for third place.

Reese Rogowski and Kaylee Schram
led the team in scoring and rebounding.
Rogowski and Jadalynn were tops in
assists.

WITT-BIRN WRESTLING ——

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood wrestling team had 16 dual wins through Jan. 31.

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood wrestling
team wrapped up its season with David
Gauderman and Pierson Potrykus
competing at state. Gauderman took third.

The team took second at the CWC

CONTRIBUTED

Tournament. Gauderman took first, while
Potrykus, Easton Davis, Andres Sanchez,

Max Kersten, Nico Pelusi, Owen Schultz,

Nathan Waupekenay and Coye Brillowski
took second.
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Bonduel's Tyson Bogacz, right, wrestles Boyceville's Ira Bialzik during a Division 3 160-pound weight class consolation match Feb. 25 during the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl

Center in Madison.

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Bogacz claims 6th at D3 160 weight class

Bonduel junior caps
year with 43 wins

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Bonduel High School junior
Tyson Bogacz earned a sixth-place
finish in the Division 3 160-pound
weight class at the 2022 WIAA State
Individual Wrestling Tournament,
which ran Feb. 24-26 at the Kohl
Center in Madison.

Bogacz finished with a 1-3 record
at state and capped the season with
a 43-11 record.

“I wish I could’ve been higher
on the podium,” said Bogacz. “My
sixth-place finish this year just
means I have a lot of work to do
this offseason. I learned more than
enough from this experience.

“This finish tells and shows me
there’s still work to be done if I
want to get to where I want to be by
next year.”

Bogacz had a bye and didn’t have
to wrestle the first night of state. He
opened his state run against Aqui-
nas’ Calvin Hargrove, dropping an
11-7 decision.

Bogacz had the first takedown,
but Hargrove got three points on
an escape and takedown to lead
3-2 after one period. The Aquinas
wrestler then scored five points off a
reversal and three-point nearfall to
take a commanding 8-2 lead, but Bo-
gacz pulled off a reversal of his own
for the final points of the period.

In the final period, Bogacz
escaped the bottom position and
then got a takedown with about 45
seconds left to cut the deficit to one.
After Hargrove escaped, he took
down Bogacz with just over 25 sec-

onds left and hung on for the win.

The loss sent Bogacz into the
consolation bracket, where he
picked up a 9-2 decision win over
Boyceville’s Ira Bialzik.

Bogacz had the lone points in
the first period on a takedown and
then scored five points in the next
period on an escape, takedown and
two-point nearfall. The junior upped
his lead to nine after a takedown in
the third period. Bialzik pulled off
areversal with 25 seconds left, but
Bogacz didn’t surrender any more
points the rest of the way to claim
the win.

On the final day of the tourna-
ment, Bogacz dropped a 9-3 decision
to Wabeno/Laona/Three Lakes’
Piersson Czaplinski before losing a
6-5 decision to Hargrove in the fifth-
place match.

Against Czaplinski, Bogacz
trailed 2-0 after a period before

escaping late in the second period.
Czaplinski got a takedown with just
over 10 seconds left to take a 4-1
lead. In the final period, Czaplin-

ski and Bogacz each had reversals
before Czaplinski got three more
points on an escape and takedown in
the final 15 seconds.

In his second showdown with
Hargrove, Bogacz scored the first
takedown before the Aquinas
wrestler escaped and then took
him down with five seconds left in
the opening period. Bogacz got the
only point in the next period on an
escape and then took the lead after
a three-point nearfall about 30 sec-
onds into the final period. Seconds
later, Hargrove pulled off a reversal
and then eventually got two more
points on a nearfall with 40 seconds
left to emerge victorious.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Panthers' freshman Bozile makes
podium at D2 126 weight class

Pankratz finishes
with 1-2 mark

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Along with Clayton Whiting’s state
title, Oconto Falls had Graeson Pan-
kratz and Cole Bozile competing at the
2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling
Tournament, which ran Feb. 24-26 at
the Kohl Center in Madison.

Bozile came away with a sixth-place
finish in the Division 2 126-pound
weight class, while Pankratz fell a win
short of making the podium at 120
pounds.

“It’s pretty awesome to wrestle my
last matches at state,” said Pankratz,

a senior. “Not many people get to do
that.”

Bozile’s state run began with a 6-2
decision win over Adams-Friendship’s
Jordan Dolata on Thursday night.

All the scoring came in the final
period, with Bozile and then Dolata
pulling off reversals. Bozile got another
reversal before a two-point nearfall
to pull off the win and advance to the
quarterfinals.

Bozile faced Neillsville/Green-
wood/Loyal’s Derek Zschernitz in
the quarterfinals and won another 6-2
decision.

Bozile fell behind early on but
pulled a reversal to tie the match. In
the second period, Bozile started in the
top position and never gave it up, add-
ing two points on a nearfall near the
end of the period. In the final period,
Bozile earned another two points on a
reversal to seal up his win.

Bozile squared off with Portage’s
Chase Beckett in the semifinals Friday
night. Beckett won a 10-0 major deci-
sion and then went on to win the state
title.

The loss sent Bozile to the consola-
tion bracket, where he wrestled two
matches Saturday.

Bozile dropped a 7-0 decision to
Campbellsport’s Ostin Blanchard and
then lost a 4-3 decision to Ashland’s
Austin Defoe in the fifth-place match.

Against Defoe, Bozile trailed the
entire match before getting a take-

Oconto Falls’ Cole Bozile, top, wrestles Portage's Chase Beckett in a Division 2 126-pound weight class semifinal match Feb. 25 at the 2022 WIAA State
Individual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl Center in Madison.

down with just under 10 seconds to
wrestle to tie things up. Defoe escaped
to claim the win.

“I think I did great — not the
outcome I would’ve liked, but I fought
hard,” said Bozile of his state tourna-
ment. “I think that I could’ve wrestled
better on my feet and getting out on
bottom.”

The freshman was thrilled to end
his year on the state podium and
thanked his wrestling partners for
helping him get there. He’s excited for
what’s to come in the next three years.

“This finish makes me want to be
standing higher on that podium next
year,” said Bozile. “The state experi-
ence was also nothing but the best, and
now I know what I have to come in the
next three years.”

Pankratz began his state tourna-
ment Thursday evening against Win-

neconne’s Mason Sternard. Pankratz
won a 7-0 decision, controlling the
match from start to finish.

Pankratz got a takedown about 30
seconds into the match and held that
position the rest of the period. In the
next period, Pankratz got another take-
down. He started in the bottom posi-
tion in the third and escaped before
getting a late takedown to seal his win.

In the quarterfinals Friday, Pan-
kratz was pinned in 4:31 by Neillsville/
Greenwood/Loyal’s Luke Dux.

Pankratz trailed 6-2 after a period
after escaping twice and then escaped
twice in the second period, but trailed
10-4. Dux escaped, took down Pan-
kratz and then pinned him in the final
period.

It was a similar outcome for Pan-
kratz in a consolation match Friday
afternoon against East Troy’s Jonah

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Edwards, who pinned Pankratz in 4:21.

Pankratz grabbed the lead with an
escape and takedown in the second
period, but Edwards responded with
an escape, takedown and three-point
nearfall to surge ahead. He then pulled
a reversal before pinning Pankratz in
the final period.

Pankratz was pleased with how
he wrestled Thursday but said he got
caught in some positions and put on
his back during his Friday matches.
Despite falling short of his expecta-
tions, he was happy to end his career
on the biggest stage.

“It was cool to experience the tour-
nament one more time, and there’s no
better place to wrestle my last match,”
said Pankratz.

Pankratz finished the season with a
37-12 record, while Bozile was 24-9.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Comins takes 6th at D3 106 weight class

Lena's Dylan Comins, top, wrestles Fennimore's Amryn Nutter during a Division 3 106-pound weight class consolation match Feb. 26 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl Center

in Madison.

Junior breaks
school record for
wins in a season

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Lena High School junior Dylan
Comins posted a 2-3 record on his
way to a sixth-place finish in the
Division 3 106-pound weight class
at the 2022 WIAA State Individual
Wrestling Tournament, which ran
Feb. 24-26 at the Kohl Center in
Madison.

“I accomplished what I wanted
to, just to make the podium,” said
Comins, who finished the season
with a 50-10 record, helping him set
a new school record for wins in a
season.

He expressed disappointment
at ending his state experience with

aloss. “I didn’t wrestle up to my
potential in my last match, but I'm
happy with my state run.”

Comins opened his state run
Thursday night against Cadott’s Ka-
leb Lodahl, winning an 18-1 technical
fall.

Comins controlled the match
from start to finish. He got the first
takedown before a three-point near-
fall about a minute into the match.
Lodahl escaped shortly after, but
Comins got another takedown and
three-point takedown before the first
period expired.

In the second period, Comins
pulled off a reversal from the bottom
position before two three-point near-
falls helped him reach the 15-point-
plus advantage to call the match by
technical fall.

“It was awesome to wrestle in
the Kohl Center,” said Comins. “The
atmosphere of everything is just
unexplainable.”

In the quarterfinals the following

day, Comins dropped a 13-7 decision
to Glenwood City’s Wyatt Unser.

Unser had all five first-period
points on a takedown and three-
point nearfall, before Comins won
the second period 4-1. He had two
takedowns to one Unser escape.

In the final period, Unser escaped
the bottom position before Comins
got a takedown to trim his deficit
to one. Unser took over the match
with the next six points on an escape,
takedown and three-point nearfall
before Comins got a late escape.

The loss sent Comins into the
consolation bracket, where he pinned
Auburndale’s Derek Godard in 2:01
to guarantee himself a place on the
podium.

It was Godard that led 5-0 after a
period, but Comins got a takedown
halfway through the second period
that led to the pin.

Comins wrestled twice on the final
day of state. He dropped an 18-2 tech-
nical fall to Fennimore’s Amryn Nutter
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and then lost a 9-3 decision to Unser.

Against Nutter, Comins trailed 2-0
about three minutes into the match
before Nutter got a takedown and
trio of nearfalls to go up 12-0. Comins
had the first takedown of the final pe-
riod, but Nutter escaped, took down
Comins and got a three-point nearfall
to end the match.

In Comins’ second match against
Unser, the Lena junior trailed 7-0 go-
ing to the third period. Unser scored
the first point of the last period
before Comins picked up a point on a
penalty before getting a late take-
down. He then let Unser escape but
couldn’t bring him down again.

Comins’ state experience the
past two years has him planning
big things for his final high school
season.

“Next year I will be hungrier to
get higher on the podium after I got
a taste of what it is like to win in
Madison,” said Comins.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Shawano's Young and Smits fall

short of Division 1 state podium

Young wins
pair of matches

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano Community High
School wrestlers Caden Young and
Jackson Smits fell short of top-six
finishes during the 2022 WIAA State
Individual Wrestling Tournament,
which ran Feb. 24-26 at the Kohl
Center in Madison.

Young went 2-2 in the Division 1
170-pound weight class while Smits,
a senior, dropped his lone state
match at 220 pounds.

“Being my last wrestling season,
just like everybody else, I did not
want it to end,” said Smits. “Making
it to the state tournament gave me
more time to do what I love with
the people that I love. In the end, I
am just grateful to have gotten more
time.”

Young opened his state run
Thursday afternoon against New
Berlin West/Eisenhower’s Jack Gil-
lis, winning a tight 8-6 decision.

Young dominated the first period,
taking down Gillis three times
before allowing three escapes. Gillis
tied the match with an escape and
takedown in the next period.

The Shawano junior started the
third period in the bottom position,
and after drawing a stalling call,
picked up the go-ahead point on a
penalty. He got his final point on an
escape.

The win moved Young into the
quarterfinals against Arrowhead’s
Noah Mulvaney, who topped Young
in a 12-6 decision.

Mulvaney got two takedowns to
one Young escape in the first period.
Mulvaney scored all five points in
the next period on an escape, take-
down and two-point nearfall to take
control. Young continued to battle in
the final period, cutting into the defi-
cit with a takedown and two-point
nearfall, but a Mulvaney escape and
takedown sealed the match.

The loss meant Young moved to
the consolation bracket Friday. He
began consolation action with a 10-3

Shawano's Caden Young, top, wrestles Union Grove's Travis Moore during a Division 1170-pound consolation match Feb. 25 at the 2022 WIAA State Indi-
vidual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl Center in Madison.

decision win over Muskego’s Matt
Kinzel.

Young controlled the match,
going up 5-0 after a takedown and
three-point nearfall in the first
period and escape in the second.
Kinzel escaped in the final period,
but Young secured the win with a
takedown and two-point nearfall.

Young’s season came to a close
after a 9-2 decision loss to Union
Grove’s Travis Moore.

Moore got a takedown in the first
period and escape in the second to
go up 3-0 before a three-point near-
fall in the third period. Young pulled
off a reversal, but eventually ran out
of time.

“For me, my state tournament as
a whole was underwhelming,” said

Young. “I feel like I didn’t wrestle to
the best of my abilities.”

Despite falling short of his expec-
tations, Young believes he can build
on the experience.

“This is definitely going to help
motivate me to reach the top of that
podium,” said Young, who added he
enjoyed the state experience.

Smits’ state match came against
Holmen’s Carson Westcott on Thurs-
day afternoon. Westcott won a 9-4
decision, then lost in the next round,
meaning Smits was eliminated from
the consolation competition.

Smits fell behind 2-0 before
escaping early in the second period.
Westcott then got a takedown and
three-point nearfall to make it 7-1.

In the final period, Smits got a
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takedown and then kept the pres-
sure on, eventually getting a point
on a stalling call. The senior eventu-
ally ran out of time, with Westcott
picking up late points on a penalty
and escape.

“My match did not go the way
I hoped it would, but I rest easy
knowing that I left everything out
there on the floor of the Kohl Cen-
ter,” said Smits. “All in all, the state
experience is one that I will never
forget. I am truly blessed to have
had this opportunity to make more
memories with my coaches, team-
mates and family.”

Smits finished the season with a
32-9 record, while Young was 28-4.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Bonduel girls win D4 regional title

Gresham, Menominee
Indian also earned
playoff wins

By MORGAN RODE and LUKE REIMER
NEW Media

The high school girls basketball
postseason got underway last week
with regional play.

Bonduel won two games to claim
a Division 4 regional title, while
Gresham and Menominee Indian also
picked up playoff wins before being
eliminated.

Bonduel

Third-seeded Bonduel opened
the playoffs with a 46-44 overtime
win over sixth-seeded Crandon in a
regional semifinal battle on Feb. 25
in Bonduel. The Bears then routed
seventh-seeded Shiocton 83-46 in the
regional title game Feb. 26 in Bonduel.

In the title game, Allaina Robaidek
scored 25 points to power Bonduel.
Hailey Zernicke had a double-double
with 14 points and 11 rebounds.

Brenna Hertzfeldt finished with
nine rebounds and eight points for the
Bears. Kylie Hoffman dished out six as-
sists, and Ella Hischke had five assists.

In the team’s win over Crandon,
Robaidek led the way again.

Robaidek scored four of the Bears’
five points in overtime on four free
throws. In total, Robaidek recorded 14
points, while Zernicke added another
10 points.

Crandon is a team that had been
a thorn in the side for Bonduel. The
Bears had been eliminated by Cran-
don in three out of the last four play-
offs. Earlier in the season, Robaidek
hit a game winning 3-pointer to beat
Crandon.

“In my freshman and sophomore
seasons, they (Crandon) actually
knocked us out of the playoffs,” said
Robaidek. “I was going to die before I
let that happen again.”

Not much scoring came in overtime
as Bonduel outscored Crandon 5-3 in
the extra period. One of the biggest
plays in the game came when Audrey
Weier rebounded a missed Hischke
free throw with under 10 seconds left
in overtime. After another made free
throw from the Bears, Crandon’s des-
peration 3-point attempt missed, giving

Bonduel's Hailee Thompson runs the fast break, looking for an open teammate during the team's Division 4 playoff win over Crandon on Feb. 25 in Bonduel.

Bonduel a two-point win.

“My emotions were everywhere
tonight,” said Robaidek. “I had to keep
a cool composure though, as my team-
mates were looking to me for that.”

The game was close early, with
the Bears leading 12-10. That’s when
Bonduel head coach Jerry Reinke
made the decision to play a 2-3 zone
defense. The Bears excelled in the
zone, as the Cardinals only scored five
points in the last nine minutes of the
first half. Bonduel led 18-15 going into
the break.

“Late in the season, we have been
getting better at our zone defense,”
said Robaidek. “We just had our
hands up and were active. We knew
that we could not sit back and let it
come to us; we had to go.”

The defense from the Bears was
dominant again to open the second
half, as they opened the half on a 10-0
run. The Cardinals then started to get
hot from the field. Crandon went on
a18-10 run, to bring the game to 38-33
with 3:18 left in the game. A couple of
made 3-point shots, combined with a
couple of Bonduel turnovers, gave the
Cardinals a 41-40 lead with under a

minute to play.

Much like the overtime period,
Bonduel added a free throw from Ro-
baidek and Crandon’s 3-point attempt
at the buzzer was off the mark.

Bonduel will continue its post-
season push against top-seeded St.
Mary Catholic in a sectional semifinal
matchup March 3 in Crivitz.

Gresham

In Division 5, sixth-seeded Gresh-
am defeated 11th-seeded Northland
Lutheran 67-45 on Feb. 23 in Gresham
before falling just short in a 66-60 loss
to third-seeded Edgar on Feb. 25 in
Edgar.

Against Edgar, Hannah Cerveny
led Gresham with 23 points, while
Maddie Haffner added 15 points.
Cerveny hit four 3-pointers, while
Haffner made three.

Valarie Cerveny chipped in eight
points for the Wildcats.

Valarie Cerveny and Hannah
Cerveny powered Gresham against
Northland Lutheran, scoring 22 and 18
points, respectively.

Jessa Jensen and Haffner added
seven points each for Gresham, while
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Chloe Bohl had six.

Menominee Indian

In Division 3, seventh-seeded
Menominee Indian earned a home
playoff win before being eliminated.

The Eagles rolled to a 67-28 win
over 10th-seeded Tomahawk on Feb.
23 in Keshena before falling 65-55 to
second-seeded Amherst on Feb. 25 in
Ambherst.

Shawano

Up in Division 2, Shawano was
topped in its first playoff game.

The fifth-seeded Hawks lost 51-34
to fourth-seeded New London on Feb.
25 in New London. Shawano had a
bye to open the postseason.

Marion

Marion was the only local team
that moved its playoff game up a day
because of the impending inclement
weather.

The 16th-seeded Mustangs lost
67-6 to top-seeded Assumption in
a Division 5 regional quarterfinal
matchup Feb. 22 in Wisconsin Rapids.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Gillett girls eliminated after regional title loss

Oconto Falls, Lena,
Suring also earned
playoff wins

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

The Oconto Falls, Gillett, Lena, Su-
ring and Pulaski girls basketball teams
all took part in regional playoff games
last week.

Gillett advanced to the regional
title game before being eliminated,
while Oconto Falls, Lena and Suring
all earned a playoff win.

Gillett

Playing in Division 5, fourth-seeded
Gillett earned home playoff wins over
13th-seeded White Lake (64-10 on Feb.
23) and fifth-seeded Florence (47-44
on Feb. 25) before coming up short in
a 35-29 loss to top-seeded Wabeno/
Laona on Feb. 26 in Laona.

It was a balanced attack that led
Gillett past White Lake. Carleigh Kac-
zmarek and Halle Fisher each scored
11 points for the Tigers, while Laney
DeBauch and Alaina Herzog had eight
each. A total of nine Gillett players
scored.

In the win over Florence, only four

Gillett players scored. Kaczmarek led
the team with 19 points, while Macy
Franti had 13 and Herzog 10. Naomi
Anker had the other five points.

Kaczmarek scored 14 of Gillett’s
points in the regional title loss to
Wabeno/Laona. Herzog chipped in
eight points.

Oconto Falls

Up in Division 3, Oconto Falls
cruised to a 52-24 win over 1lth-seed-
ed Little Chute on Feb. 23 in Oconto
Falls before being eliminated in a 72-
52 loss to third-seeded Xavier on Feb.
25 in Appleton.

Hailey Peitersen had a huge game
to lead the Panthers past Little Chute.
Peitersen nearly outscored Little
Chute all on her own after tallying 19
points, which included three 3-point-
ers.

“We had a really good warm-up
before the game. I was feeling it in
pregame, and we kind of just talked
it over. It’s hard to beat a team three
times, but we all just got in the right
mindset, and we got the job done,”
said Peitersen.

The teams split the first 14 points
in the contest before Oconto Falls
scored 15 straight points. Peitersen
had 10 of the points on that run.

Oconto Falls overwhelmed Little
Chute with a trapping press before
dropping back into a 1-3-1 zone.

The Panthers had a chance to blow
the game wide open, but they man-
aged just two points over the final six
minutes of the opening half.

Peitersen added a couple more
buckets in the second half to help the
team to a 44-19 lead with less than
seven minutes to play. At that point,
coach Tim Solarek pulled the starters
and key reserves to rest them.

It was a bittersweet moment for
Peitersen and the rest of the Panthers’
senior class, as the win over Little
Chute marked that group’s final game
on their home court.

“It’s great. It was nice to see the
fans here one last time,” said Peiters-
en. “It’s so cool to see what’s coming
up in the years and celebrating our
successes, t00.”

Amber Otto starred down the
stretch, scoring six straight points to
help the Panthers seal the win. Alexis
Euclide also scored six points for
Oconto Falls, which had 10 players
score in the contest.

Against Xavier, Peitersen poured
in 27 points for the Panthers. Euclide
added 15 points. Oconto Falls trailed
by just six, 33-27, at halftime.

Lena

Back in Division 5, sixth-seeded
Lena eased to a 66-23 win over No. 11
Goodman/Pembine on Feb. 23 in Lena
before dropping a 46-37 regional semi-

final game to third-seeded Niagara on
Feb. 25 in Niagara.

In the win over Goodman/Pem-
bine, four Lena players scored in
double figures, led by Claire Brooks’
13 points.

Natalie McNurlen and Eva Brooks
each contributed 11 points for the
Wildcats, while Chaela Rabas had 10.
Whitney Potter added in seven points.

Against Niagara, Eva Brooks scored
a team-high 12 points. Rabas tallied
nine points, and Potter had eight.

Suring

Also in Division 5, seventh-seeded
Suring toppled No. 10 Bowler 59-18
on Feb. 23 in Suring before the Eagles
were eliminated. They lost 57-33 to
second-seeded Three Lakes on Feb. 25
in Three Lakes.

In the win over Bowler, 10 Suring
players scored. MacKenzie Bailey and
Christine Sleeter led the Eagles with
15 and 12 points, respectively.

Pulaski

Up in Division 2, ninth-seeded
Pulaski was topped 46-41 by eighth-
seeded Luxemburg-Casco in its lone
playoff game Feb. 23 in Luxemburg.

Ella Wiese scored 17 points for
Pulaski. Olivia Kubek and Madeline
Christenson added eight points each.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Witt-Birn girls’ season ends after regional title loss

Bowler, Tigerton
eliminated in regional
quarterfinals

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
Bowler and Tigerton girls basket-
ball teams all competed in regional
playoff games last week.

Witt-Birn advanced to the
regional title game before being
eliminated, while Bowler and Ti-
gerton were topped in the regional
quarterfinals.

Witt-Birn

Witt-Birn was a No. 5 seed in

Division 4. The Chargers routed
12th-seeded Montello 68-26 on Feb.
23 in Wittenberg before picking up
a 34-31 regional semifinal win over
fifth-seeded Marathon on Feb. 25 in
Marathon. Witt-Birn was defeated
50-36 by top-seeded Westfield in

a regional title game Feb. 26 in
Westfield.

Against Montello, Kaylee
Schram tallied 25 points, eight
rebounds and three steals for Witt-
Birn, while Reese Rogowski had 21
points and three assists.

Faith Resch chipped in nine
points for the Chargers. Jami
Wendler and Jadalynn Davids had
four assists each. Resch grabbed
eight rebounds, while Allison Linke
had six.

Rogowski led the way against
Marathon, tallying 14 points, five

assists, four blocks and three steals.

Schram added 11 points and 12
rebounds for the Chargers. Davids
dished out three assists.

In the loss to Westfield, Rogows-
ki again led the way with 18 points
and three steals. Schram added
seven points.

“Westfield is an outstanding
team and a great 3-point shooting
team,” said Witt-Birn coach Nick
Mechelke. “They knocked down
seven of them to our two, and that
was the big difference tonight.

“I really enjoyed how aggressive
we played tonight, and I'm very
proud of how we finished this sea-
son. We were down 20 and chipped
the lead to 13 at the half. We contin-
ued to stay aggressive and got the
lead down to 8-9 points, but we just
didn’t have enough tonight.”

Mechelke also thanked seniors
Schram and Davids for their time
and dedication to the basketball
program.

Bowler

Bowler was a No. 10 seed in Di-
vision 5. The Panthers were defeat-
ed 59-18 by seventh-seeded Suring
on Feb. 23 in Suring.

Bowler was limited to just four
points in the first half, at which
point the team trailed by 31 points.

Tigerton

Tigerton also was a part of the
Division 5 brackets and was a No.
14 seed.

The Tigers lost 64-4 to third-
seeded Edgar on Feb. 23 in Edgar.
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Shawano's

Both athletes
staying in state

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano Community High
School seniors Grace Beyer and
Isabel Roloff each signed letters of
intent on Feb. 23 inside the high
school.

Beyer will join the University
of Wisconsin-Green Bay cross-
country team, while Roloff heads to
UW-Milwaukee to compete on the
track and field team.

“It’s so special. Just knowing that
my four years of hard work have
made me able to run in college. All
the support from my teammates
and coaches have helped me get
to this place,” said Beyer. “It’s so
special to be able to celebrate this
with friends and family and have
the support there from all of those
people — to cheer me on in college
and just know that they will always
be there for me through that too.”

“I guess it’s kind of just a day to
have a ceremony that recognizes all
the hard work I've put in,” said Rol-
off. “Going on to track in the next
four years is going to help me push
even harder and be an even better
athlete than I am.”

Each athlete has etched their
name in the Shawano record book
over their high school careers.

Beyer owns the best time ever
for any Shawano girls runner in
the team’s home invite. She led
the team her entire senior season,
which culminated with the team
competing at state.

Roloff has the girls school record
in the 100-meter dash and pole
vault. She also ranks third in the
200 dash. Roloff made it to state in
the 100 and pole vault as a junior.

While both have been consistent
performers for their teams over
their careers, the thought of com-
peting in college wasn’t a sure thing
for either athlete.

“My senior year I was going to
do cross-country as normal and
just see — if I did good, I'd run in
college then. If I had fun, I was like
‘oh, I’ll continue this,” said Beyer.

Beyer had plenty of fun during
her final season, eventually guiding
the team to state.

She was named the NEW Media
Inc. All-Region Girls Cross-Country

Beyer, Roloff sign letters of intent

Shawano's Isabel Roloff, center, signs a letter of intent as her parents, Jenny, left, and Jeff look on during a signing day ceremony on Feb. 23 at Shawano

Community High School.

Shawano's Grace Beyer, center, signs her letter of intent as her parents, Troy, left, and Jamie look on
during a signing day ceremony on Feb. 23 at Shawano Community High School.

Runner of the Year for her big final
season.

She said several colleges wrote
letters and reached out with inter-
est, with UW-Green Bay being one
of the last to do so.

“I really liked the school. The
coaches were extremely support-
ive and nice,” said Beyer. “I loved
the atmosphere that was there
and decided that GB was where I
would like to continue my running
career.”

Beyer added that Green Bay
also appealed to her as a Division
I school, which opened up more
opportunities for her. The school
being close to home also was a
positive.

Beyer has enjoyed her conversa-
tions with coach Mike Kline and
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some of the current runners, and
also has gotten to know a couple of
the incoming recruits.

“It’s just a team that I want to
be involved in, a team that will be
supportive and that I’ll have fun
running with,” said Beyer.

Roloff’s recruitment process
took off during the team’s regional
meet last spring. Milwaukee’s
sprint coach was in attendance
and handed his business card to
the Shawano coaching staff and
told them to have Roloff fill out a
recruitment survey.

Roloff did just that before hav-
ing several conversations with that
Milwaukee coach, talking about the
school and track and field program.
This past fall, she took an official
visit to the school and decided
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that’s where she wanted to be.

“I really liked Milwaukee’s
campus, because not only am I go-
ing to college to run track, I'm also
very invested in my academics,”
said Roloff. “It’s in a big city area,
but with a smaller campus, more
compact — I really liked that. I also
liked that they have a good business
school that I can get my degree in
and be proficient in the future.”

While it was the sprint coach
who noticed Roloff, she anticipates
doing both sprints and pole vault
in college, just like she has in high
school. UWM believes Roloff will
excel most in the 100 dash at the
start of her career there, and she
also hopes to keep improving as a
vaulter.

Roloff has the unique opportu-
nity in getting one final season in
the sport she will compete in at the
college level.

“I’'m definitely hoping to go back
to the state track meet this year,”
said Roloff, adding that the school
is back in Division 1 instead of 2
like last year, which make things a
bit more challenging.

“For the 100-meter, I hope to get
anew PR (personal record), just
like I have been in past years and
continue to improve that time. The
pole vault as well, keep getting new
PRs and improving myself, not only
to go to the state track meet, but to
improve myself as well.”
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Menominee Indian's Corn signs letter of intent

Senior will join University of Minnesota Morris football team

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Menominee Indian High School
senior Andre Corn signed his letter
of intent at the high school on Feb.
25.

Corn will join the University of
Minnesota Morris football team for
the upcoming season.

“Its hard to put this into words,”
said Corn. “Right now I am really
excited. I worked so hard every day
for this moment here.”

The senior has excelled at two
football positions, wide receiver
and defensive back. In 2021 alone,
Corn recorded 44 receptions for 891
yards and three touchdowns. On
the defensive side of the ball, Corn
tallied 141 combined tackles and
four interceptions.

In his high school career, Corn
has recorded 101 catches for 1,739
yards and five touchdowns. He
has also recorded 315 tackles, eight
interceptions and nine forced
fumbles.

With this versatility, he said that
he was not completely sure which
position he was going to land on in
college.

“Honestly, I have been thinking
about it a lot,” said Corn. “I have
been leaning more towards receiv-
er. Honestly, I will play wherever
they want me to play. I will make
plays wherever they put me — I
just want to do what’s best and help
the team.”

Following his signing, Corn
thanked the students and staff that
were in attendance. As he was giv-
ing a speech and thanking every-
one, Corn was getting choked up
with emotions.

“Growing up was pretty traumat-
ic for me,” said Corn. “My brother
was always there for me. He taught
me this game that I love. Ever since
I was five years old, he was teach-
ing me how to play football.”

The emotions from Corn, talking
about his brother, comes from his
brother’s recent passing.

“I truly believe that I would not
have had this moment or day, if
he wasn’t there teaching me,” said
Corn. “It is emotional, but it is a
good emotional, I am happy.”

During the process of choosing
where he wanted to continue his
football career, Corn said that the
head coach from the University

Menominee Indian's Andre Corn carries the ball during the team's nonconference matchup against Auburndale on Aug. 19 in Keshena. Corn signed a letter of

intent to continue his football career on Feb. 25.

of Minnesota Morris initiated a
conversation with him during the
Indigenous Bowl at U.S. Bank Sta-
dium in Minneapolis.

“When I was talking to him, he
told me that I was the first one on
his list and that he was looking for
me,” said Corn. “I have been talking
to him ever since then. He blessed
my life in so many different ways.”

Corn estimated that 20-30
schools reached out to him.

“Minnesota Morris offers free
tuition for Native Americans,” said
Corn, on why he chose to continue
his football and education career at

the University of Minnesota Morris.

“I loved being in Minnesota. I feel
like it is the right decision.”

Corn will join a former Menomi-
nee Indian teammate in Bryce
Dixon in Morris.

“I think it is pretty cool to expe-
rience college with someone that I
was teammates with already,” said
Corn. “We know each other, so
we can push each other out of our
comfort zones and help each other
grow.”

He said that through high school
and football, he has learned many
lessons, including resiliency.
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“My life was hard,” said Corn. “I
learned just to show up every day
and get in a habit. No matter how I
felt, or whatever was going on in my
life, I always managed to show up.”

Corn added that this is some-
thing that will follow him to col-
lege.

“Football made me come to
school,” said Corn. “I want to get
better, not as an athlete but as a
person too.”

Corn plans to major in social
work in college.
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BONDUEL GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Bonduel girls basketball team won a Division 4 regional title on Feb. 26

The Bonduel girls basketball team is in
the middle of its postseason journey. The
Bears won a Division 4 regional title after
an overtime win over Crandon on Feb. 25
before a rout of Shiocton on Feb. 26.

HARMANN STUDIOS

During the regular season, Bonduel
went 22-4 overall. The Bears finished 11-1
in the Central Wisconsin Conference-East
Division to share the conference title with
Ambherst.

BONDUEL BOYS BASKETBALL

The Bonduel boys basketball team had a 9-7 overall record through Jan. 31.

The Bonduel boys basketball team
begins its postseason March 4 with a
home game. The Bears will face either
Manawa or Mishicot.

BONDUEL WRESTLING

HARMANN STUDIOS

Bonduel posted a 15-9 record during
the regular season and finished 7-5 in the
CWC-East to take third place. The team
won seven of its last nine games.

The Bonduel wrestling team has 14 dual wins on the year through Jan. 31.

The Bonduel wrestling team recently
wrapped up its season with Tyson Bogacz
placing sixth at the state tournament. At
the girls state tournament, Hailey Berg and
Maddy Sokolski each took second place.

HARMANN STUDIOS

Bonduel finished fourth as a team at
the CWC Tournament, with Tyson Bogacz
and Jaxon Bogacz each winning individual
titles. Six other Bears took either third or
fourth place.
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